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H'WOOD WHIPS FOREIGN THREATS 





TV's Dent on College Grid Gate 


Heads for Showdown; See 51 Nix 





With television once more get- ¢ 


ting the blame for a marked de- | 
cline in attendance at college foot- 
ball games this year, the industry 
is waiting for results of a joint 





college-TV industry survey cur- 
rently in progress at _ schools 
throughout the country. Number 


of sportswriters are predicting al- 
ready that video cameras will be 
booted out of all college stadiums 
next fall but industry execs, stead- 
fastly maintaining that TV is not 
at tault, aver no definite action 
will be taken until results of the 
survey have been completed some 
time after the close of the current 
season. 

Reaction of video industryites to 
the anti-TV statements now being 


publicized in the press was 
summed up this week by CBS 
sports director Red Barber. “TV,” 


he said, “has become a convenient 
whipping boy. It never gets credit 
ior a sell-out crowd.” While there 
are a number of other factors be- 
sides TV that undoubtedly are | 
contributing to whatever slump in | 
, attendance m.vht be occuring this , 

year Barber os.d, it must be re- 
membered that football and all, 
sports basically:are just facets of | 


‘Continued on page 52) 


TALLULAH GABBY FOR 
PAY; SETS 3-YEAR PACT 


Tallulah Bankhead is taking to 
the tonsil circuit, actress just hav- 
ing signed a three-year pact with 
Columbia Lecture Bureau, Inc. 
She'll start the first week in De- 
cember, with dates sandwiched in 
between her radio show. Pact, 
Which marks first time for the act-. 
ress on the professional lecture | 
loop, calls for dates whenever legit, | 
Pix or radio commitments permit. | 





Eastman Boomer, veepee in charge, 
1s putting Miss Bankhead out as 
the first attraction of Columbia’s | 


new special attractions depart- | 
ment. } 
’ Other show biz names on Co- 
umbia’s list include Adolphe 


Menjou, Cheryl Crawford, George 


Freedley, David Ffolkes and John 
Rosenfield. 


Quit Pix and $3,500 Wkly. 
To Find Peace With God’ 


: Minneapolis, Oct. 24. 
Colleen Townsend, former star. 
rs Who quit films to work for 
tho anity and is now studying 
Minnow’ in addressing 8,000 at a 
se, lis Youth for Christ meet- 
cs Said she quit films and $3,500 
Week to find peace with God. 
” | made the change to flee a life 
7 Pasmodie happiness,” asserted 
oll Townsend. “There was no 
sitabeeone mind and heart until I 
ey ‘shed a vital relationship with 
God used a movie contract 


2 set me on the right track. 1 was 





> ved to such a contract at 16. At 


Gr : “4s earning $3,500 a week. But 
0c final] 


or f 


~~ 


Uly led me out of piciures 
ulltime Christian work->...” | 





To U.S. Name Void 


| vue 


‘Theatre of Politix’ As 


; avenue, 


For The Records 


White Sulphur Spgs., Oct. 24. 

Bill McAndrews, manager of the 
NBC owned-and-operated WRC 
here, revealed at the NBC conven- 
tion here that he’s packaging a 
series of disk jockey shows fea- 
turing prominent congressmen, for 
a two-way spin on WRC and 
WNBC, N. Y. 


+ 





| 


——— 


MAROHALL PLAN, 
RANK FADE HELF 


Hollywood, which in 1946-47 was 
fearful it was facing a battle with 





| filmmakers all over the world for 


Show will be called “The Con- 


gressional Recogrds.”’ 





London Palladium 
May Go Revue Due 


supremacy in foreign markets, is 
now in position to relax. The past 
three years have seen the threats 
—particularly those of J. Arthur 
Rank—evaporate. The American 
industry’s position, as a result, is 
more secure than ever as the 
world’s undisputed champion mak- 
er and purveyor of films. 

Yank film execs were frankly 
nervous in the early postwar days 


| when Rank, fortified by a fortune 
| made in flour-milling and obvious- 


‘ly full-supported by 


his govern- 
ment, set out to capture America’s 
overseas markets. In less than 
three years he discovered money 
to be no substitute for Hollywood's 
production know-how or—equally 
important—New York’s h.o. skill 
in distribution and exploitation. 


While local film industries have | 
/ developed in a number of other’ 


| countries since the war, none has 
|reached the point of competing 
Unless suitable U. S. headtiners 


London, Oct. 24. 


are pacted for appearances at the 
Palladium, London, there’s a possi- 
bility that this famed British . 
vauder may go into a musical re- 
policy next year. British 
agents have been converging on 
New York and Hollywood in an 
effort to pact enough headliners 
to insure continuance of vaude- 
ville there. 

Harry Foster, head of the Foster 
Agency, London, is in New York 
looking over talent lists. He’ll head 
for Hollywood later to continue. 
his search. Lew Grade, of the Lew 
& Leslie Grade Agency, similarly | 
spent some time in the U. S. gan-' 
dering acts and conferring with, 


(Continued on page 55) | 





Fusion’s N.Y. Vote-Getter 


Political campaigning via show 
business media continued in high 
gear this week when N. Y.’s City 
Fusion Party opened its “Theatre 
of Politix” on 42d street, off Fifth 
Occupying a store loca- 
tion, the theatre, which bowed 
Monday (23), is operated on an ad- 
mission-free basis and provides visi- 
tors with a continuous program of 
films, guest personalities and mu- 
sical renditions. CFP, which is 
backing Judge Ferdinard Pecora, 
Liberal-Democratic candidate for 
mayor, has a huge sign to that ef- 
fect spotlighted outside the the 
atre. 

Opening features included the 
introduction of a new Pecora song 
written by Irving Caesar and 
labeled “Ferdinand the Mayor.” In- 
itial day so featured the film, 
“The Roosevelt Story,” while 
guests included Evelyn Sachs, Met- 
ropolitan Opera Co. contralto; 
Frederic Vonn, international com- 
poser-pianist, and Dr. Frank King- 
don, N. Y. Post columnist. Harry 


'Hershfield emceed the opening day 


proceedings. y 


| conditions through 


with Hollywood for any important 
segment of the world market. They 
do, however, chew up playing time 
in their own countries, generally 
fortified by quotas on U. S. imports 
or on screen time. 

Further adding to Hollywood's 
improved strength abroad has been 
a general bettering of economic 
the Marshall 


(Continued on page 16) 





Canadian Hosp. to Wire 
Operating Rooms for TV 


Saskatoon, Sask., Oct. 24. 
Operating rooms in a new wing 


'to be built at City. hospital here 


will be wired for television, so 
operations can be televised and 
studied by medical students in 
other parts of the building. Plan 
is believed preferable to the old! 
method of equipping each operat-. 
ing room with seats for students. 

At the Canadian Medical Assn. 
convention here in June, 1949, sev- | 
eral operations at the _ hospital 
were teeveed and transmitted. to 
screens in the gowntown Bessbor- 
ough hotel. It marked the first time 
operations were televised in any 
Canadian hospital. 








Call Me Inspiration 


Referring tu criticism of the 
book of “Cali Me Madam,” co- 
author Russe! Crouse observes 
that he anr his collaborator, 
Howard Lindsay. are the luck- 
iest guys it the world to have 
Ethel Merman as star of the 
show. “She’s the best ad lib- 
ber there is,” he says, “even 
better than Fred Allen. 

“Every nignt she goes out 
there and ad libs the show and 
gets laughs. The remarkable 
thing about it is she always 


ad libs the same lines.” | 
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Jolson Leaves $4,000,000 to Charity 


| 


| 





| © °* 9 
Joints Are Jumpin 

Niteries, in New York and 
across the country, are enjoying a 
business boom of wartime propor- 
tions. Checks average higher. 

The waiters report an  extra- 
ordinary generosity in tipping. 
They are a fundamental set of 
pulse - feelers, and their common 
impression is that ‘people seem to 
feel that their money is getting 
cheaper, so they’re spending it 
more freely.” ; 


Video Face ‘Lift 
May Cue Flock 
Of Court Suits 


Key question of whether pictures 
of public figures can be shown with- 
out consent on commercial tele- 
vision programs is slated for an 
answer in New York federal court 
shortly. Legal puzzler stems from 
'a $300,000 damage action brought 
by former heavyweight champion 
Jack Sharkey against 
Chesebrough Mfg. Co., bankrollers 
of a pic series, “Greatest Fights of 
| the Century,” in which Sharkey ap- 
peared. 

This suit, which the defendants 
'moved to dismiss last week on the 
ground that it failed to state a 
cause of action, is being closely 
eyed by the TV industry as the pos- 
sible harbinger of a litigation 
scramble involving several million 
dollars. Ex-fighter Teny Canzoneri 
has already filed a similar suit 
against NBC and it’s understood 
that Tommy Farr, British heavy 
weight, and Jack Dempsey will also 

(Continued on page 63) 


Catholic Women Attack 
TV for Crime Overplay 


Cleveland, Oct. 24. 
Television crime programs were 
bitterly attacked at the annual ses- 
sion of the National Council of 








‘of over $4,000,000. 


After Trusts for Widow, 2 Children 


By ABEL GREEN 


Al Jolson left a personal fortune 
All of it is 
eventually going to charity. The 
$4,000,000 will be divided equally 
among Jewish, Protestant and 
Catholic charities, after certain 
specific bequests are made. 

Jolson did his humanitarianism 
in the dark. Only his intimates 
knew that after gruffly bawling out 
an improvident actor who was on 
the “touch,” he always wound up 
dishing out the coin. 

The specific bequests include 
large funds for needy students at 


'the College of the City of New 


NBC and, 


Catholic Women. Speaking on “The | 


Catholic Home—Radio and TV,” 
Mrs. John Bandi, of New Orleans, 
declared that television station 
owners are getting off on the wrong 
foot by their overplay of crime. 
‘We all know that radio and tele- 
vision are here to say,” declared 
Mrs. Bandi, a Council committee 
chairman, “‘and as a means of co _n- 
munication and education, I think 
they ‘AM and TV) are tops, but 
as a source of family entertain- 
ment, that is something else.” 
“Recently,” she added, “a group 
of Californians inventoried acts of 
violence televised over six stations 
in one week. This inventory, the 
substance of a complaint to the 
(Continued on page 55) 


York, N. Y. University and Colum- 
bia U. ‘The Cedars of Lebanon 
hospital, Hollywood, and similar in- 
stitutions are among his other be- 
quests. 

There are generous trust funds 
for his widow, the former Erle 
Chennault Galbraith, his fourth 
wife, and their two adopted in- 
fants, a boy and a girl, but the resi- 
due then reverts to the three-faith 
charities. There are no bequests 
for Ruby Keeler, his third wife, 
nor Al Jolson, Jr., no'v 15, also an 
adopted son. There were gener- 


(Continued on page 2) 


MOLAR-MAULER NOW 
FILLING IN WITH PIC BIZ 


For years Dr. Arthur M. Epstein 
has maintained his dental offices in 
the Paramount building, N. Y. 
Many of his patients have -been 
film people. Last week he acquired 
a group of pix and set up Fine Arts 
Films, Inc. It was ingvitable he 
wind up in the film biz. 

He’ll continue to drill teeth, but 
has put up the coin to acquire the 
films and will keep a watchful eye 
over their distribution as prez of 
FAF. First acquisition is six new 
pix from J. Arthur Rank. They 
include “The Inheritance,” starring 
Jean Simmpns, to be released in 
November; “Hue and Cry” and 
“Train of Events.” 

Dr. Epstein’s previous venture 
away from dentistry was to write 
the foreword in a book by Milton 
Berle a few years ago. 








British Kids Like Video 


Cowboys Too; Autry Set 


London, Oct. 24. 

As in America, television has 
made the British youngsters cow- 
boy-minded, Hopalons Cassidy, 
Gene Autry and Rov rogers are 
British Broadeas'ing Corp. TV 
faves as in the Siates. While in 
the U. S. last week, producer Jack 
Hylton signed Gene Autry for a 
five-week run here, starting in 
June at Earl’s Court. 

This is the London counterpart 
of Madison Square Garden. Autry 
will play at $2 top with his horse, 
Champion. Hylton set the deal 


with Autry’s personal rep, Mitch- 


| ell Hamilburg. 


It's a percentage 


deal with guarantee to Autry 


‘around $5,000 weekly. 
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‘Jolson Story’ Finales With World's | 


No. 1 Single Entertainer Dead at 64 


Within show business, Al Jolson ¢ 


“the king.” That was 
deference from his col- 
Jolson’s reign as_ the 
world’s No. 1. single entertainer 
ended Monday (23), just before 
midnight, in his suite at the St. 
Francis hotel, San _ Francisco, 
where he was playing gin-rumms 
with Martin Fried, his pianist- 
arranger, and Harry Akst, his 
longtime pal and accompanist in 
his extensive overseas entertain- 
ing. He had gone to Frisco to tape 
his first guest-shot of the 1950-51 
season with Bing Crosby. 

Jolson died as much a war hero 
as the soldier in battle. The 
malaria he contracted in the North 
African theatre in 1944, which cost 
him his left jung and almost his 


was called 
a frank 
leagues. 


life, was not helped by Jolson’s 
recent rugged trek to Korea — 


again to become the first top star 


to entertain GIs in that theatre 
of war. He returned only three 
weeks ago. A _ parting deathbed 
quip to the hotel doctor was, 


“President Truman only saw Gen- 
eral MacArthur for an hour; I 
spent two hours with him.” Jolson 
also sang for the MacArthur family 
in Tokyo, after the Korean trek. 
A legend within his own time, 
Jolson tasted the fullest fruits of 
a showman’s achievements by not 
only pioneering in many fields of 
show biz but living to enjoy public 
acclaim. “The Jazz Singer,’ which 
he made for Warner Bros., pio- 
neered talkers at a time when the 
silent film industry was at a 
low ebb. While the Samson 
Raphaelson play, in waich George 
Jessel starred on Broadway, was 
an unofficial biography of Jolson 
—the saga of the cantor’s son re- | 
(Continued on page 53) 


CROSBY, CANTOR SHOWS 
TO SALUTE AL JOLSON 


San Francisco, Oct. 24. 

On the show to have been taped 
with Bing Crosby tonight (Tues.), 
Al Jolson was to have been paid | 
high tribute for his recent Korean | 
trip. Jolson was to have dueted | 
with Crosby in a medley of Jolson | 
hits with Jolie also to have soloed 
“Japanese Sandman.” 

Tonight's taping was cancelled 
by Crosby and will be done Friday 
or Saturday instead. Writer and 
co-producer Bill Morrow said a 
tribute would be paid to Jolson 
and it’s likely that the musical 
portion will comprise songs identi- 
fied with the mammy sin¢er. 

Jolson’s body was flown to Holly- 
wood from Frisco this morning. 
accompanied by Harry Akst and 
Martin Freed. 





Grim Humor 
Hollywood, Oct. 24. 
An ironical coincidence occurred 
within minutes of Al Jo'son’s pass- 
ing last night ‘(Mon.) when Danny 
Thomas kidded Jolson on kine of 


his tele show which was being 
beamed over NBC-TV here. 


Thomas told of Jolson’s new insur- 
ance policy by which “Larry Parks 
would be buried in event of Jol!- 
son's death.” 

That part of the program was 
telecast at almost the same time 
that Jolson’s life flickered away. 





Cantor's Salute 
Eddie Cantor 1s revamping his 





Jolson’s Ist New Act 
Review in ‘Variety’ 
(March 6, 1909) 
AL JOLSON 


Monolog and Singing 
Lew Dockstader’s Minstrels 


Al Jolson would be welcome 
to vaudeville in the specialty 
which he is using as a feature 
of Lew Dockstader’s Minstrels. 
Dressing neatly in evening 
clothes of faultless cut and of 
the new color called “taupe,” 
Jolson offers a quiet quarter 
of an hour of smooth enter- 
tainment. As a singer of 
“coon” songs Jolson has a 
method of his own by which 
lvrics and melody are given 
their full value. His talk moves 
along nicely and is kept within 
proper proportion to the rest 
of the act. Throughout the 
talk Jolson introduces littie 
tricks of speech and for a fin- 
ish has an odd, eccentric vocal 
performance in which he sings 
with a peculiar buzzing noie. 
Of course, it’s flagrant trick 
work. but it brings him back 
for a surefire encore. For this 
purpose he has a whistling solo 
that brings another recall. 

Jolson makes an announce- 
ment for his second encore. 
He could well spare this. The 
comie ballad he sings can stand 
alone. The comedy announce- 
ment thing has been worked to 
death, and it brings him noth- 
ing. As it stands now Jolson’s 
offering is capable of holding 
down a place in any vaudeville 
show. He is now in the next- 
to-closing position in the olio 
of Dockstader’s Minstrels, fol- 
lowing Lew Dockstader and 
Neil O’Brien among others, 
and Jolson is making good a 
mile. Rush. 








49 Pic Companies, 
32 Radio Stations 


Given Tax Credits 


Washington, Oct. 24. 

Excess profits tax credits were 
announced last Saturday (21) for 
49 companies operating motion 
picture theatres, 32 having radio 
stations, a film exchange, and nu- 
merous other corporations. 

Credits are for the war years, 
when the levy was in effect. Con- 
gress is now preparing to vote a 
new excess profits tax for corpora- 
tions. An excess profits tax credit 
means that a company does not 
have to pay excess profits taxes 
on that portion of its profit. How- 
ever, the profit then becomes sub- 
ject to normal corporate taxes. The 
net gain for the corporation is 
what it saves by paying the normal 
instead of the higher excess profits 
rate. 

Monogram Pictures Southern 
Exchanges, Ine., of Atlanta, asked 
that its excess profits credit be 
increased by $139,000 for a five- 
vear period ending June 30, 1946. 
The Government allowed a credit 
of about $48.400, which gave Mon- 
ogram a net tax saving of a little 
over $16,000. California Studios, 
Inc., of L. A., which rents motion 
piciure equipment and _ facilities, 
asked an additional $48,000 excess 















































Nov. 5 television pregram over profits credit but was given only 
NBC with a finale tribute to Al about $17.000 for the fiscal years 
Jolson. : ‘Continued on page 54) 
= $$ es ee - 
| ° 10°25 | 
| Subseription Order Form 
Entlosed find check for $ | 
One Year 
| Please send VARIETY for two years 
| lo eeeeieeteteoeeeeeeeeeeee eee e# # @ “ORB BRRES RE RA RSE SE S. 
! (Please Print Name) 
~ .,. eer erT ere errr Te Tee *“* * © « *“e fe @eeeet@eeneeeeee#e. 


One Year——$10.00 








154 West 46th Street 


(ily. -ccccccccccccceseess 





Regular Subscription Rates 


Canada and Foreign—$1 Additional per Year 


VARIETY nc. 


Zone.... es 


Two Years—$18.00 





New York 19, N. Y. 




















| WILL MAHONEY 
| THE INIMITABLE 
| 
| 


Currently Great Britaining 
Returning to U. S., Nov. 4 


Nottingham Evening Post (Oct. 
2) says: 

! i . . . 

“Top of bill and outstandingly suc- 
eessful is American comedian Will 
Mahoney . as fresh as ever keeps 
his audience in fits of laughter 
thraughout amazing per- 


|} formance never to be for- 
gotten,” 
| Represented by 


ASSOCIATED BOOKING CORP. 


Rossellini F ails 


| 








Stromboli’ Bow 


Paris, Oct. 24. 


By invoking a 153-vear-old law) 
designed to protect artistic prop- | 
Roberto | 


erty, producer-director 
Rossellini almost halted RKO’s re- 
lease of “Stromboli” throughout 
France last week. Italian film- 
maker sought a bundle of coin 
from the Yank distrib, claiming 
that the company had “mutilated” 
his picture. 

On the eve of the film’s day-and- 
date opening at three Paris thea- 
tres Friday (20) and all key cities 
in the country. Rossellini succeed- 
ed in seizing a negative at a sub- 
urban laboratory Under a 1797 
statute an author may lodge a com- 
plaint with the Commissaire de 
Police. who ha: authority tu make 
immediate seizure pending a court 
trial. 

Rossellini also attempted to im- 
pound prints which had already 
been delivered to theatres. How- 
ever, prompt acticn by RKO brass 
persuaded Paris officials to nullify 
the theatre seizure. Step was taken 
by Phil Reisman. company’s for- 
eign chief, and continental man- 
ager Joseph Bellfort. who were 
aide | by attorneys Jean Sarrut and 
James Mordan. 

Decision of the Paris commis- 
saires to deny the Rossellini thea- 
tre grab saved RKO a substantial 
monetary loss through eventual 
suits by exhibitors for non-delivery 
of the “Stromboli” prints. Picture 
was heavily advertised for .the 
three-house locai preem. Weekend 


grosses reportedly exceeded the 
unveiling of “Joan of Are” two 


years ago. 


Await Word To 
Reactivate USO 


Hollywood, Oct. 24. 
Revival of USO-Camp_ Shows. 
with film and legit names touring 
military installations and indus- 
trial plants on bond drives, was 
indicated here at a meeting of the 





Hollywood Coordinating Commit- | 


tee. 

Committee is poised’ to. start 
work as soon as it gets the go sig- 
nal from Washington. Meeting 
was attended by Stanley Richard- 
son, HCC committeeman; Eddie 


Rio of the American Guild of 
Variety Artists, and John Dales 
and Kenneth Thomson, represent- 
ing the Screen Actors Guild. 





Footbali on Page 63 














To Halt France's 





“Al Jolson was undoubtedly the pappy of our business. 


—ay 


The ‘King’ 
e Ins 

Eddie Cantor perhaps best phrased it yesterday, in a phone 
call from Mobile, Ala., where he is on a concert tour: 


There 


can be only one Jolson, just as there was only one Will Rogers, 
I’m sure that in trying to emulate his extraordinary talent he 
set a goal which unquestionably carried our standards higher 


Jolson was as much a wartime casualty as a GI on the battle- 


front. 


| 
| than perhaps we ever dreamed of attaining.” 


He gave of himself beyond the call of duty. 


His fight 


to trailblaze top entertainers to the Korean warfront was almost 
| a frustration and a tragic comedy. Jolson had to go direct to 


President Truman, pay his own airborne expenses—and also 


| for Harry Akst, his accompanist—to get to Tokyo, before the 


Air Transport Command then 
Weeks stretched into months as Jolie found his efforts stale- 
mated, through channels, on the ground that “all civilian trans- 
portation facilities to Japan are required for the war effort.” 
Jolson argued that wartime morale and back-of-the-lines en- 
tertainment were important war functions. 


took them both into Korea. 


His extensive World War II entertainment efforts, which took 
him from the Aleutians to the South Pacific, in all war theatres 
with the exception of China-India-Burma, cost Jolson a siege 


of malaria, contracted in the North African campaign, which 


eventually lost him his left lung. 


Crowding 65, Jolson insisted 


on the Korean trek, and he returned a frankly tired man. When 
he urged his fellow stars to “come over because, otherwise, you 
will be denying yourself one of the greatest thrills when enter- 
taining these kids in Korea,” there were certain sensitive stars, 


in Hollywood, who became captious. 
| urgings as a possible affront to their patriotism. 


They misconstrued Jolson’s 
Piped in from 


Tokyo, on the Louella O. Parsons broadcast, this Sunday night 
entreaty was widely heard in Hollywood, but when Jolson re- 
turned the ensuing week he quickly convinced those hyper- 
sensitive stars that, emotionally, he was only urging them to 


| come over soon and often. 


disk. 


As the “king” of solo entertainers Jolson bids fair to reign in- 
definitely through his voice, so vividly recorded in celluloid and 


Abel. 








Jack Benny Studies 
Geography the Hard Way; 


Jack Benny expects to be the 
most-traveled performer in show 
business during the next two-and-a- 
half months, with gver 50,000 miles 
of fiying scheduled between now 
and New Year's. In addition to 
commuting between New York and 
Hollywood for his radio and tele- 
vision shows, comedian is also slat- 
ed to fly to Korea and Japan to 
entertain troops, and he goes to 
London next month for the British 
Variety Command Performance. 

Benny arrived in N. Y. from 
the Coast Friday (20) to start re- 
hearsals for his CBS video show 
for Lucky Strike, which is sched- 
uled for Saturday night (28). He 
returns to Hollywood Monday (30) 
for his radio work, then flies back 
to N. Y. en route to London for 
the British variety benefit Nov. 13, 
to which Dinah Shore has also 
been invited..He then goes back 
to the Coast. returns to N. Y. again 
the first or second week in Decem- 
ber for his second video program, 
goes back to the Coast again for 
more radio and then heads for 
the Far East, where he'll spend 
the Christmas and New Year’s holi- 
days performing for GIs. 

Comedian, incidentally, has 
scheduled a dry run rehearsal of 
his initial TV show tonight ( Wed.) 
before a full audience at CBS’ 
Lincoln Square theatre, N. Y., 
from where the program will origi- 
nate Saturday night. He hopes to 
use the show to study audience 
reaction and get his timing down 
pat. It will not be broadcast, but 
will be kinescoped on a closed cir- 
cuit transmission for further study. 
Benny will have Dinah Shore and 
Ken Murray as guests, along with 
Rochester. Don Wilson, the Sports- 
men’s Quartet Artie Auerbach and 
Mel Blane from his regular radio 
cast. 


Gracie Gets Bid to Head 


Palladium Vaude Command 


London, Oct. 24. 

Gracie Fields heads the list of 
British performers who have been 
invited to participate in the Com- 
mand Performance under auspices 
of the Variety Artists Federation 
at the Palladium, London, Nov. 13. 

Other British performers receiv- 
ing the nod include radio comics 
Frankie Howerd and Max By- 
graves, and singer Donald Peers. 
Howerd is current at the Palla- 
dium, where’s he’s starring in the 
autumn revue, “Out of This 
World,” while Bygraves played two 
weeks at this house recently. Peers, 
an upcoming British singer, topped 
,a Palladium bill this season. 





Traveling 50,000 Miles 


| George Jessel was interested in 


1356 WB DEMAND NIPS 
JESSEL’S WARREN BIOG 


Hollywood, Oct. 24. 


filmbioging songsmith Harry War- 
ren, but the 20th-Fox producer 
balked at Warner Bros.’ demand 
for $135,000 as a music bill for 30 
Warren & Dubin (Al) songs. 

While these include cream num- 
bers from such pioneer Warner 
musicals as “42d St.,” “Golddig- 
gers,” etc., Jessel thinks he can 
get other non-WB exclusive song 
material together from Warren’s 
subsequent compositionse He has 
since formed his own company un- 
der the Big 3 (Robbins-Feist-Mil- 
ler) banner, meaning a Metro 
hookup. 











Joison’s Charity 


Continued from page 1 


ous financial settlements for both 
at the time of the divorce. 

Charles Schwartz (& Frohlich), 
attorney for the Jolson estate, can- 
not disclose specific details until 
the will is filed for probate, but 
it is generally known that Jolson 
changed his will frequently. As 
his wealth appreciated he added 
constantly new beneficiaries. Even 
in the more modest financial pe- 
riod, when Jolson was starting as 
a songwriter-entertainer, he always 
pinpointed his income from the 
American Society of Composers, 
Authors & Publishers to be paid 
directly to the Northwoods sana- 
torium, at Saranac, N. Y. Schwartz 
and the Irving Trust Co., N. Y., are 
Jolson’s -xecutors. 

Schwartz accents that “Jojson 
would have been a véry successful 
businessman, in fact a success in 
any business. For an actor he al- 
Ways surprised Nathan Burkan 
(predecessor of Schwartz & Froh- 
lich) and us with his business acu- 
men. He knew figures: he could 
read balance sheets; he knew the 
income tax routine; he knew about 
investments.” 

In line with this, Jolson gave the 
Internal Revenue Dept. in Wash- 
ington an interesting albeit futile 
premise when he argued, “I had 
but one life to live and I lived it 
for Harry Cohn.” This was in 
line with a capital-gain pitch on 
the first “Jolson” picture for Co- 
lumBia_ Pictures. Unfortunately, 
ruled the revenooers, he didn’t 
provide contractually in advance, 
as he might have done. The sequel 
“Jolson Sings Again” picture was 
more thoughtfully set up. Jolson 
likewise had this in mind for the 
provosed film he was to have done 
for the Jerry Wald-Norman Krasna 
unit at RKO, called “Stars and 








Stripes Forever,” wherein he would 
have played himself and not been 
chost-personsted to his voice-dub- 
bing, as with Larry Parks in the 
preceding two Col pix. 
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~ HOTTEST SALES RIVALRY IN YEARS 





Playing to the Reds 


The Screen Directors Guild to-do—with an abortive move to 
recall prexy Joe Mankiewicz, because of the loyalty oath issue, 
and the later reversal endorsing him—has been a needless and 


somewhat childish teapot tempest. 


further. 


It shouldn’t be carried 


The professional patriot on the Coast is now becoming as 
ridiculous and almost borders on the obnoxiousness of the pro- 


fessional religionist or the professional anything. 


Right now, 


when Hollywood continues to need all the professional know- 
how of its seasoned film producers and directors, that should 


be 


about the only prime professional objective. 


The loyalty 


oath nonsense is playing right into the Commies’ hands and 
creating a divide-and-conquer attitude that in its obviousness 
makes one wonder how mature men and minds don’t recognize 


that above other things. 


A wrongie will out fast enough without any pseudo-loyalty 


_oaths or protestations. 


Abel, 








State Dept. Heeds Pix on Free Access 
To Germany as Filling Ideology Need 


State Dept. 


motion picture industry that films, 
because of their special value in 
the war of ideas, should have free 
access to the screens of Germany. 
Department, as a result, has in- 
structed John .G. McCloy, U. S. 
High Commissioner to Germany, 
tha‘ it prefers to see no quota on 
imports of Yank pix. 


This considerable victory for 
American companies came in a 
meeting in Washington with State 
Dept. officials last week by Eric 
Johnston, prez of the Motion Pic- 
ture Assn. of America, and John 
Cc. McCarthy, director of the 
MPAA’s_ international division. 
They had the full support of Ellis 
G. Arnall, prez of the Society of 
Independent Motion Picture Pro- 
ducers, who was unable to be 
present. 

Americans have been fighting 
efforts of the German industry rd 
push through the Bundestag (leg- | 


islature) a quota equal to or less | 
than the 160 pix which are being | 


imported this year under a volun- 
tary restrictive arrangement. While 
the State Dept.’s notification to Mc- 
Cloy that it is opposed to any im- 
port quota at all is not binding on 
(Continued on page 18) 


—_———— 


Autry Pitching Strong 
~ Sales Talk on Pix Going 
To His Radio Listeners 


Gene Autry, who has aroused 
the ire of exhibitors because of 
his current films for television pro- 
grams, tossed in a strong pitch to 
his radio listeners to attend their 
local filmeries on his CBS show 
Sunday (22). While Autry is still 
adamant in his stand that his vid- 
films will help. rather than hurt, 
the boxoffice prospects of his regu- 
lar features, the pitch is seen none- 
theless as an attempt to soothe the 
exhibs’ wrath 

Autry also plugs the film indus- 
trv 
his video show, 
an 





extent as the pitch he made 


Sunday on the 171-station CBS ra- | 


dio web. Cowboy star declared: 
(Continued on page 20) 


FRANKIE CARLE 1ST 10 
LENS FOR BOTH PIX, TY 


Number of name personalities 
have appeared in both films and 
on television recently, but orch 
leader Frankie Carle is believed 
the first one to be lensing films for 
both media simultaneously. 

Universal this week signed Carle 
and his orch for a single-reeler to 
be released as part of its name 
band series. At the same 
1's revealed that Jerry Fairbanks 
Productions will tee off a series 
6f 10 half-hour vidfilm programs 
next week, which will feature 
Carle teaching viewers how to play 





piano via a newly-developed | 


technique. Series, which is to get 


or ae TV syndication this win- 
er 


has stamped its of-+ 
ficial approval on the plea of the | 





each week at the tail end of | information film unit will receive 
but never to such | 


‘fare to and from Germany. 


time, - 


| film companies for 
| (and revenue) is widely regarded as 


| pressure is on the sal 
| latter clearly are on the 
| upbeat. 





Green Pastures 

Add: pastures always loc’: 
greener department: 

Richard G: Sheehan last 
week replaced Archie Ogden 
in the eastern story offices of 
20th-Fox. Ogden resigned to 
go into the book publishing 
field; Sheehan left book pub- 
lishing to join 20th. Ogden has 
become editor-in-chief for Ap- 
pleton-Century. Sheehan was 
associated with Harper & Bros. 
and Harcourt, Brace. 








Wolfson, Corwin, 


O'Donnell Seen 
In TOA Prez Race 


Field is narrowing down to three | nN exnid 
‘of distribution costs. 
on the. 
| likely candidate for the next presi- 


prominent circuit operators in the 
pre-convention palavers 


dent of Theatre Owners of Amer- 
ica, but it’s admitted in top TOA 


circles that the race still is “wide | 


open.” 


Trio of theatre ops being given a 
big play in election conversations 


are Mitchell Wolfson, Miami; Rob- | 


ert J. O’Donnell, Dallas, and 


' Sherrill Corwin, Los Angeles. Each 


of the three is assured of strong 
support by top-ranking TOAers on 
the basis of talks prior to the four- | 
day conclave which opens in Hous- 
ton next Monday (30). 
However, it is pointed out that 
(Continued on page 18) 


$187.50 SWG MINIMUM 
FOR GERMANY INFO UNIT 


Hollywood, Oct. 24. 
Scribblers taking State Depart- 
ment assignments in Germany in 





specialist rating approximating 
Screen Writers Guild minimum of 
$187.50 weekly as well as first class 
As- 
signments are on six-month basis. 
Larry Bachman, SWG member 
who heads information film unit, 
has been here the past week in- 
terviewing writers, 
film editors who might qualify for 
European junket to dramatize 
problems facing Germany. 





Joe Schenck Returns To 
Coast After Theatre Talks 


Joseph M. Schenck is slated to 


return to the Coast today (Wednes- | 
day) after two weeks in New York. | 


The 20th-Fox studio exec has been 
east primarily 
capacity on the affairs of the 
United Artists Theatre aggre. 
Schenck was formerly prez of 
the chain and still retains a large 
stock interest, which has been 
trusteed under anti-trust laws be- 
cause of his activities in produc- | 


will be titled “Piano By Eye.” tion at 20th. 


fowl theatres which, for 


plished fact as of last Jan. 


directors and | 


in a consultative | 


OE PK KY 
MAJORS’ HUS 


Distributors’ intensification of 
sales efforts has reached the point 
where the competition between the 
playing time 





the sharptest in recent years. 
»s stalfs, 


The 
and 


aggressive 


Assortment of factors is behind 
the new, overall pitch for more 


|'exhib accounts and slepped-up pref- 


‘erential screen time. Divorcement 


is being increasingly cited as an 
important reason, along with the 
fact that film firms have more pix 
to sell as obvious result of in- 
|creased production at many of the 
|studios. An _ influence, too, has 
been the recent financial gains 


made by production-distribution as 
accompanied by the theory ex: 
pounded by top-echelon execs that 
still more business is in view with 
,extra sales push. Tied in with di- 
| vorcement as prompiing the cus- 
'tomer drive is the majors’ experi- 
| ence with earnings throug sh the | 
years. Financial statements show | 
| production-distribution in numer- | 
'ous instances has accounted for | 


15° of the profit for the integrated | 
| firms, or possibly less, with the af- |. 


| filiated theatre chains contributing 
'the balance. The aim now is to 
bring filmmaking and selling to 
| what the major distribs fee! will be 
|a more realistic level, earnings- 
| wise. 
Eye Smaller Theatres 

|. Major part of the new selling in- 
tensity is being directed toward 
vears, 
have complained of the film out- 
| fits’ lack of concern about them. 
'That the distribs now are out to 
win over the lesser-revenue  pro- 
ducers is demonstrated by new pol- 
| icies centered around group selling 
lof pictures. The licensing pr@ 
cedure, which has been advanced 
by Paramount especially, means a 
;Maximum of film sales to hard-to 
reach exhib account at a minimum 


With divorcement a+ accom- 


1 for 
Par, the major has’ been the most 
vigorous in recent months in the 
pursuit of more income. outwardly 
at least. At its convention at the 
studio last summer and at current 
sales meetings, the firm has been 
stressing that every picture must 
be given individualized sales treat- 
_ (Continued on page 20) 
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LE 


| tive capacity. Alfred E. Daff, 


| the Coast Monday 


Exhibs Eye Credit Curbs, Defense 


Work as Boosters for Sliding B. 0. 





Maybe They Don’t Believe 
Women Think of Men 


In an unusual move writer Je- 
rome Chodorov was sent by 20th- 
Fox last week on a 0 
trip from New York fo-the Coast 
to relate to a group of“the studio’s 
producers an idea he had for a 
—. They listened, but didn’t 


Chodorov’ s idea was for the story 
of a man as seen through the eyes 
of various women. It was brought 
to the attentior of 20th’s New York 


story department, which thought 
sufficiently of its novelty to ar- 
range the Coast trip so that the 
writer could relay it himself to 


producers on the lot who might 
be interested in it. 


Daft Tops All U 
Sales; Advisory 





William A. Scully has resigned 
as v.p. and general salesmanager 
of Universal, but will continue to 
serve the company in a consulta- 
who 
recently took over as foreign sales 


chief, moves up to worldwide dis- 
tribution topper. 

Scully’s request for change in 
his status was acted on by the 
Universal board at a session in 
New York yesterday (Tuesdav). 
Now 56, he had been asking for 


the switch for months, aiming for 
more leisure time to pursue golf 
and other hobbies. 
Charles J. Feldman, eastern divi- 
sion salesmanager, it is understood, 
(Continued on page 15) 


Rathvons East for Preem 


N. Peter Rathvon, film financier, 
and his wife, Helen, arrived from 
(23) for the 
world preem of “Sun Sets at 
Dawn.” 

An Eagle Lion Classics release, 
“Dawn” is Mrs. Rathvon’s first in- 


_ dependent production. It onens in 
| Philadelphia in early November. 


National Boxoffice Survey 
Trade Sags in Key Spots; ‘Menagerie’ Moves ie To 


Lead; 


There is little 
over at first-run 
week, with some 
sharply. Exhibitors 
product in some instances, while 
in others TV, the changeable 
weather and lack of much spend- 
ing coin are held accountable. 
Some new screen fare, just getting 


to get excited 
boxoffices this 
spots sagging 

are blaming 


under way, promises to help in 
the near future. Exhibs. too. have | 
‘found that novel bally or unusual 
added stunts are spelling the dif- 
ference between profit and Ic 
“Glass Menagerie” (WS) is tak- 
ing over b.o. leadership i its 
fourth week at N. Y. Music Hall. 
Pic is inclined to do better in 
bigger cities than smaller ones. 
Second spot goes to “I'll Get By” 
(20th), new entry. Third money 
goes to “Mister 880” (20th), champ 
| for twq weeks. running. 


“Devil’s Doorway” \[-G is 
pushing up to fourth position after 


being far down on the list. Fifth 
place goes to “Toast of New Or- 
leans” (M-G), which was second 
last session. 

“Born to Be Bad” ‘RKO? is wind- 
ing up sixth on basis of fresh 


bookings and favorable playdates 
“Copper Canyon” (‘Par’) will be 
seventh while “Union Station” 
(Par) is eighth. 

“Woman on Run” (U° is climbing 
to ninth slot while “Dark City” 
(Par) is moving up to 10th _. 
“No Way Ovt” (20th) and ° 


tocky | 
Mountain” (WB) complete the top | 


‘Get By’ 2d, ‘Mister’ in 3d Place 


12 list. Runnerup pictures ware 
“Louisa” (U), “Walk Softly, Stran- 
vit (RKO) and “Sleeping City” 
(U). 

“All About Eve” (20th), which 
started at N. Y. Roxy last week. is 
bearing out the experience and 
business there on its two theatre 


dates in Denver. Skedded-per 
formance was tried but dropped 
quickly in that city before initio! 


week had gone far, nice se 
resulting. It is smash at Rox: 
heing about 25% above first week 
with continuous-run policy res: 
ed in second frame. 

“Two Flags West,” another new 
one from 20th, is big in Denver 
shaping firmly in Washington 
okay in N. Y. “To Please 


StOTS 


and 


a Lady” 


(M-G), also new, looks solid in 
“Cincy but only fairish in Balti- 
more. “Tripoli” (Par), another 
fresh entry, ran into some. air- 
pockets this stanza, being okay 
only in Cincy. “Wyoming Mauil” 
(U) is doing surprising!y well in 
Seattle and L. A. 

“Life of Own” (M-G), good in 
Denver, looms okav in N.Y. 
“Treasure Island” (RKO. oke in 
N. Y., is socko in Montreal ‘to 
pace city. “Desert Hawk" ‘U) 


looks fine in Chicago and Montreal. 
“Broken Arrow” (20th looks 
great in Toronto while “Outlaw” 


(RKO) is okay in same city. 
(Complete Bocoffice Reporis 
on Payes 8-9) 


-day flying } ; 


' marked the 


Post to Scully. 


The pleasant boom at the b.o. 
which the nation’s film theatres 
experienced during the summer 
has reversed field. 

Reason for the deflation is as 
mysterious to theatremen as that 
for the mild boom that preceded 
it. Tendeney is to attribute it to 
a variety of factors rather than 
any single. one. Television is ruled 
out as being no more than con- 
tributory to the decline on the 
basis of the same reasoning used 
by Metro sales chief William F. 
Rodgers last year in a now-famed 
crack. He remarked: “Business is 
equally off in -Hawaii, and there's 
no television there.’ 

Circuit exees. are finding con- 
siderable hope, however, in new 
Government credit regulations that 


went into force during the past 
few weeks. These greatly restrict 
installment buying. It is believed 
thew'll have the effect of siphon- 
ing into amusements some of the 
coin that has been going into 
automobiles. houses, television 
Sets. washing machines, etc. 

The theatre biz boom was short- 
lived, but heartening in that it 


first extended period 
in about three years that any size- 
abie number of theatres was get- 
ting larger grosses than during 
the comparative period of the pre- 
vious year 

The happy days’ generally 
started in mid-July. They ran 

(Continued on | page 20) 





_— on Theatre fV 
Ups Fabian Take 40%, 
RKO Skeds Gridcasts 


Theatre television got another 
major crack at public service pro- 
gramming yesterday (Tues.) when 
tour houses in New York and one 
in Boston carried President Tru- 
man’s speech before the United 
Nations. While business was about 
on a par at the Broadway Para- 
mount, spokesmen for the Fabian 
fox, Brooklyn, reported attend- 
ance up aboul 40° over what they 

(Continued on page 15) 
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Pic Industry Mulls Straight Infraction — 
To Test Censor Bd. Constitutionality ©: 





Asc a means of testing the con-* 
stitutionality of all censor boards 
the film industry is expected to 
thre s weight behind the ex- 
hibitor defendant in a case_involv- 
ee t violation < 
cen ! regula Court t 
in C a0 4 vr 
Vv n anc ~ n 
g ) Dp ‘ c > e 
Uv ~ _ € é ( 
de nate decision is 

; gene » oon 
of e Pres enament — 

Defendant in the it ,.. Sa 
Gelling. theatre man of } 

Tex.. who played “Pink C > 
its disappro by a ne 54 
organized censor board 
mazgistrate fined the ex > $1 on 
a guilty rdict n ap- 
pea ec j to the c Tn cr 

court Latter oct ¢ I 

s ned the decis P ner 
t - + S20 T 

br ¢ Ce ry r . 
p: c tf Tex nd r - 
in gain held it g 0 
the U. S. Supreme Court 

Ir e two me¢ cent ¢ 
in’ ng Curley” nd c 
Bourn : the r 
a! n of constitut 
left unanswered. Both 
had been pre SSé ed by t r 
a t case were ( ose i 
on chni I r 
b' + rc re 

ye. 
by Eric A. Johr n 
the Motion Pi 4 ( - 
ic 9. in a prer ed tate nt 
p dged 4 f} t to ft f ‘ 
C rent tninkin r - 
indu the n ¢ 
Lit I r ( - 
ord pledging its active ort to 
ré full freedom ¢ é ee! 

CLU had ¢ d the = 

t ( ( cens¢ 9) 
regulation by a theatre but e 
manner in whi n this was to ma- 
terialize was not sp ed 

The neuvering must be d ‘ 
cate and planned with the utn 
eare, it is felt, for the reason 
jurists are known to take a din 
view of “created” cases, That’s the 
value of the Gelling case. The 
movement will have ACLU d 
the industry working together to 
the final decision, it is understood 

Sought by the ager try, as well 
as the ACLU, is the ‘ight of free- 
dom from potter Fo under the 


Constitutional guarantees accorded 


the press. The only ruling on rec- 
ord was handed down 35 years ago 


(Continued on pag?2 18) 


SETTV.E CHI TIFFIN 
SUIT OUT OF COURT 


Chicago, Oct. 24. 
After lying dormant in WU. S. 
district court for two years, the 
indie Tiffin theatre antitrust com- 
plaint against Balaban Katz and 
the majors culminated Friday (20) 
in an out-of-court settlement. Com- 
plaint was filed in May, 1948, at 
which time the northside indie 
sought triple damages of $840,000 
for allegedly having been deprived 

of product from 1941 until 1945. 
Attorney Seymour Simon, repre- | 
senting the Tiffin. declined to state} 
the terms of the settlement. It is 
believed. however. the majors es- 
caped with considerably less than 
original damages 





J. LaBuy late this year. 





Skenras Heads Setup 
For World Brotherhood 


Twentieth-Fox 


prez Spyros P. 
Skouras has accepted chairman- 
ship of a worldwide committee 
established to further the educa- 


tional program of World Brother- 
hood. Latter is a new organiza- 
tion formed at a meeting last 
June in Paris to promote world 
understanding. Skouras attended 
that meeting. 


Twentieth topper will head a 
worldwide attempt to line up 
scientists, artists, educators, labor, 


management and religious leaders 
to build better interculiural rela- 
tionships, and will a'so snearhead 
the establishment of World Broth- 
erhood chapters in the major cities 
of all free countries. Move will 
follow the operation maintained 
in the U. S. for 22 years by the 
National Conference for Christians | 
and Jews. 


Case was slated | 
to be heard before Judge Walter | 





Petrillo Firm on 57, For 
TY Pix Into AFM Fund 


Robert Lippe ho ¢ 
sor n G cc Tr ] nm > 
Sf ‘ ne et fr f 4 
Dea- ) heat morcre ca nr rn 
té s e io use ¢ nes¢ iS 
r +ple on A4rmer n Fe era 
on of Musik me < f S l 
~ no Or r 
aiitials mB 444,41) : 
eacn station § ¢ 4 € 


; © , tr 
onsumecad to be paid into 


nion’s trust fund. 

Lippert offered to the € 
§ @ musiclans WOrkKiIng I € 
i >i but this was xec Be 

rer q ‘ . - + ¢ 
“ye Se ana KNBH ( nt 

the films aiso r 2 
a ae n 
eli , + 5 

~ + | nt 
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Johnston Uses 
Pic to Illustrate 
Censorship Evils 


2] 
C g 24. 
: 
~ ‘al nu ( ( Oh  <sabl1ili 
Wiin ff ( 

f to the blue-pencil board ¢€ 
b ied in Chicago, was ed 
Eric A. Johnston, presi¢ 

7 + > 4 v ™ 
I rf ¢ \ ( 
ri Deror the cc eT i er 
) i } 
ere toc (24) of t J {1 Press 


Before las 
entire princ 
pads on 
ton 


hing out against the 
ip] i@ OL Cel ( 
the screens treedom, 


? ’ 
put to use hls 


for freedom of the press in colonial 
Johnston off 


up the irony in film 


America. 


pointing 


cen- 


sorship, for the story of freedom 
of the press is a “banned docu- 
ment” until the censor passes on 


it, he said. 


Following the screening of the 
film, Johnston drew attention to 
W. L. Gelling, Marshall, Texas, ex- 
‘hibitor, who booked the 20th-Fox 
lfilm, “Pinky,” and landed in jail 


because it went against the grain 
with the local censorship board. 
The board actually had not been 
established until the film opened, 
he said. The authority for its es- 
tablishment was an 
vears old. Johnston related that 
Gelling was brought ‘o trial. found 
guilty of violating the local edict, 
and paid a fine. He said the case 


has been taken to a higher court 
on appeal. 
The MPAA prexy blasted film 


censorship as a “censorship of per- 
sonal liberty... a damnable stupid 
(Continued on page 18) 


Ask 4506 in Philly 





Motion Versus NSS, 


Philadelphia, Oct. 24. 
A motion for summary judgment 
of $450,000 against National Screen 


Service was filed in U. S. district 
court here Friday (20) within 
framework of the monopoly suit 


brought against the corporation on 


behalf of a local independent pos- | 


ter outfit. 


The action here. filed on behalf, 
Ex- | 


of the Indenendent Poster 
change, owned by Mitchell Pantzer 
and Charles Lawlor, charged NSS 
with restraint of trade by not per- 
mitting sale of screen trailers, 
posters and other advertising me- 
dia but confining all such materials 
to its own corvoration. 

Thirteen Hollywood major film 
producers are co-defendants with 
NSS. Pantzer formerly 
trailers and advertising material 
from NSS. and in turn 
to film exhibs. Some time ago NSS 
closed down or. these sales and 
instead dealt directly with the the- 
atre ops. The move was monopolis- 
tic and a violation of the Sherman- 
Clayton anti-trust act, the com- 
'plaint charged. 


ordinance 29) 


purchased | 


sold them | 


Pacts Cut ELC Inte TV 


Hollywood, Oct. 24. 
cle Lion classics: wants in - 

FE = gravy, and all contrac 
with producers will carry claus e 
cutting in distributer on TV 
rentals. I 
William “ae: Millen. 
said its cut 


Most ontracts 


ELC pr 
would be around 10 


c by producers 

with Eagle Lion carry agree- 
ents for TV showing of films 
18 onths to two years idi- 


mo ths - st ron 
4-5 . -Gia4. 6s «Ue 





Skouras Theatres 


Defy MPAA Code 


Decision by the Skouras circuit 
in the New ae area to book the 
Italian - made “Bicycie Thief,” 
dest e the fj n's rh In heen 

eniec Production Code seal. is 
elieved to be the most significant 

eak yet in the industry's ad- 
ence to the code Skouras 
} nted out, not o! < 
I tneatre cnain to 
ns the seal b 
nas an ina tein with an 
pr n-distribpution co ar 
via 20th-Fox rez Spyros P 
Skouras 

S 1s ithheld from “T 
t { » sequences Geemed 
r ( to public morals but, ac- 

ng ndie distributor Joseph | 
n € SKourasS circuit ' 1} 
f n-its original uncu 
on. Film recently wound 
ng-run engagement at the World 
. Y. art h ise. Dut nas not Pp! ed 
ei e RKO or Loew’s chains 
in t rritory. Under the N. Y. 
ance roviso the Skouras 
I f “ oth Loew’s and 
RKO. Booking of “Thief,” con- 
quentl: ans the circu 
I S OF i 1 coming Gown Ire i 
t »y Ma'tor circulls 

On other film to pl ’ ( 

e proaut nm cod sea s 
H dH s’ “Outlaw "V f 
H es ( ined a number 
p] ates e film in indl e Ccir- 

] ] { atTeé ne could not 
getalt king im any Major circutt 
He compromised with the Motion 
Picture Assn. of America by re- 
vising “Outlaw” ads in ord r to ob- 
tain e necessary seal, conse- 
quentiy, when he took over control 


of RKO. 


SIMMONS, HARRISON 
SET FOR ‘ANDROCLES’ 


Jean Simmons and Rex Harrison 
have been set by Gabriel Pascal for 





the leads in “Androcles and the 
Lion.” Producer is planning to 
send the’ George Bernard Shaw 


yarn before the cameras in Rome 
early in January. 

Noel Langley has prepared the 
screenplay. Pascal will direct and 
Harry Horner will co-direct. Hor- 
ner is a Broadway and Hollywood 


set designer and is making his 
debut as a megger. He has al- 
ready prepared the sets for “An- 
drocles.” 


Shooting willl be at the Cinecitta 
studios. Worldwide distribution has 


| not been set, but will be handled in | 


{the eastern hemisphere by Pascal's 
, Italian partner, S. Sola, former am 
|'bassador to the U. S. They have 
set up New Renaissance Films to 
produce the pic. 
New Renaissance has also ac- 
‘quired “Lead, Kindly Light,” Vin- 
cent Sheean’s biography of Mahat- 
ma Ghandi, which Pascal plans to 
make after “Androeles.” He is 
aiming to shoot part of it in Rome 
and part in India. Sheean’s deal 
calls for a down payment and 
|percentage of picture profits. 
Pascal is now in New York to 
confab with his attorney Irwin | 
Margulies, on a small quantity of | 
dollar credits needed in production 
of ‘“‘Androcles.” 





Evelyn Koleman Quits Rep 
To Become Rogers Aide 


Evelyn Koleman, formerly pub- 
licity manager fer Republic Pic- 
tures, joined Roy Rogers this week 
as the hoss opera star's eastern 
public relations and merchandising 
rep. 

Miss Koleman had been with 
Republie for 15 years. Company's 
existing pub-ad staff will absorb 
her duties, it’s understood, pending 
} appointment of a successor, 


}pix a year 
land 


~ plus 











Negotiations Still On by Brandt For 


Hughes Stock, But Deal Problematical 





M-G Uses Clips of 21 


Coming Pix tor TOA 
hyn ct. 24. 
Metro is 1 iieine clipe of 32 up 
g ft res for five-re 
ial film. “The M-G-M S$ 
t ¢ in = 0" . 

n Houston of Theatre Owners 
Ame a P } t n e 
ed aroun t ot 

exhib meets and f h gs to 
letro exchange personne 

Picture carries about 80 percent 
footage in color and includes first 
clips of “Quo Vadis” to be shown 
outside of studio projection rooms 
Film opens with Technicolk red 
footage for introduction of Pr duc: 

1 chief Dore Schary, who d 

Ss each p ture on ove! 

soundtrack as sequences are 
flashed ¢ screen 





Import Quota Split 
Ist on Agenda In 
French Pic Talks 


Picture As of America. 
hy left New York 
on a month's 


to France, Ger- 


iiiaad 


MPAA is planning no move 
I 5 ance 
ra Tre- 
current spute 
licenses is resolved. 
sire to see the French 
use the issue as a bargaining point 
in the overall negotiations for a 
new pact. 

When the current quota of 110 
for the major companies 
11 for the indies was set in 
1948, Eagle Lion was not included. 
When EL asked permission to 
bring in pix, the French made a 
move to throw the company in 

with the najors, which would 
mea an that instead of divvying the 
110 licenses among 10 companies 
they'd be divided among 11. The 
original 10 include the Big Eight 
Monogram and Republic. 

Companies are still getting 
product in under the 10-company 
divvy, but the French are putting 
pressure on to cut it out. Thev've 
also adopted a number of harass- 
ing measures, 

(Continued on page 18) 


Vision until the 
import 
sno de 





meek A 
Lewis Allen 
Marina Berti 
Al Daft 
Doris Dowling 
Gene Fowler 
Greta Gynt 
Ben Henry 
Eustace Holy 
Gordon Jenkins 
Dave Kapp 
Harry Maizlich 
Dr. Harry Martin 
Harry Morris 
Charles Morrison 
Joseplw M. Schenck 
Lloyd Shearer 
John L. Sinn 
Morris Stoller 


Europe to N. Y. 
Irving Asher 
Eve Ashley 
Harold Boxali 
Max “hopnick 


including cut-off of | 





Marquise de Cuevas 
Jacques de Menasce 
Maria Eberharth 
John Gilbert 
Stokely Gray 
Patricia Knight 
Lucile Marsh 
Herman Milakowski 
Gar Moore 

Erich Maria Remarque 
Rolly Rolls 

Michel Safra 

Alec Waugh 
Cornel Wilde 





Presence of Noah Dietrich in 
New York Monday (23) gave rise 
to reports that Harry Brandt's deal 
to purchase control of the RKO 
circuit from Howard Hughes was 


close to the inking stage. Whether 
it was or - not seemed to be a case 
of “you pays your money and vou 
takes your choice.” Jt denended 
on which side vou listened to 

Despite C onflic ting statements of 
the Hughes and Brandt spokesmen, 
the facts of the matter appeared 
to be these: The Brandt offer has 
not been formally turned down 
Hughes and nedotiations are still 
on. However, the deal is far from 
the signing stage and the chances 
do not look be ight—at least for the 
time being. 

Dietrich, Hughes’ princip al busi- 


ness aie iser and board chairman of 





shiqcgii a 
RKO, asserted he was not in New 
York in connection with the Brandt 
deal and h 1ad no comment on it. It 
is definitely known, however. that 
he met with Brandt and Sam Dem- 
bow, Jr., chief nezotiator for the 
Brandt syn dicate, in a lengthy ses- 


sion Monda 


Source close to Dietrich asserted 
that the Br andt ne’votiations were 
no farther along than they were 
a month 9 and that it appeared 
inlikely that thev’d progress far- 
1er. This spokesman. declared 

at Hughes’ interests felt I it 


: oo 
Brand 


ncere Le his efforts to bu but 
that od not been able to come 
up 1 ith ‘the needed coin 

No Other Satisfactorv Bidders 
He added that there were’ no 
other satisfactory bidders at the 
m ent. either, and that Hughes 
fully expects to see his 929.020 


shares in the RKO circuit go into 


the hands of a court-appointed 
trustee when the Jan. 1 deadline 
arrives. Hughes is under anti-trust 
consent decree obligation to rid 
himself of his 24° interest in 
either the theatre or production- 


distribution company bv the end of 
the vear, and has indicated he'll 
Ss thes atre stock. 

for the Brandt 
it was untrue that 


part with } 
Spokesmen 
terests declared 


in 
ili@ 


1 
rests ae¢ 


they didn’t have the coin to buy 
Hughes’ stock. What they didn't 
have, they said, was as much 
money as Hughes wanted. They 
expressed irritation at what they 


termed the RKO topper's practice 
of continuing to throw in new de- 
mands every time they met his pre- 
Vious terms. 
Nevertheless, they declared, they 
felt that the last thing Hughes 
wanted was to see the stock out of 
his control and in the hands of a 
trustee. And since their bid was 
by far the best that he had receive 
ed so far, they said that they were 
certain of eventually making a deal, 
The Hughes group’s conception 
of trusteeship differed measurably 
from that of the Brandt syndicate’s. 
(Continued on page 22) 


L. A. to N. Y. 


Lucinda Ballard 
George Cukor 
Frank Cullen 
Gloria De Haven 
Anthony Dexter 
Russell V. Downing 
Ellen Drew 
Michael Elkins 
Helen Ferguson 
Joan Fontaine 
Happy Godayv 
Farley Granger 
Alfred Hitchcock 
Herman Hoffman 
Evelyn Keyes 
Burt McGuire 
Michael Mindlin 
Brewster Morgan 
Claud Morris 
James A. Mulvey 
Frederick N. Polangin 
N. Peter Rathvon 
Edward G. Robinson 
Lillian Roth 
Bernard Smith 
Roger L. Stevens 
Jule Styne 

Bud Thackeray 
Ernest Turnbull 
Robert Walker 
Walter Wanger 
Loretta Young. 


N. Y. to Europe 
George Brandt 
Harald Bromley 
Edward Cooper 
Lew Grade 
Leland Haywaru 
Morris Helprin 
Jack Hylton 
Alfred Katz 
John G. McCarthy 
Haila Stoddard 
Louise Thom-; 
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COMPO GETS FIRST EXHIB NIX 





Mankiewicz in Overwhelming Victory f PENNA Al ALL IE 
Over DeMille- Rogell Director Faction REFUSES SUPPO 


Hollywood, Oct. 

Joseph L. Mankiewicz, ea 
of the Screen Directors Guild, won 
overwhelming victory and cont 
te vindication at SDG’s emer- 
membership meeting Sunday 
ht (22) at the Beverly Hills ho- 
tel Nearly 500 senior, assistant 
nd television members were pres- 
ent, but only 240 seniors or their 

xies had voting privileges. 
In sharp contrast, the Cecil B. 
DeMille-Albert S. Rogell faction, 
iich had attempted to oust 
nkiewiez from the presidency, 
thoroughly repudiated by the 
mbership, which requésted ar* 
ivred immediate resignation of 
entire SDG board of directors, 

luding DeMille and Rogell. 
\lso voted by the membership 
a thorough investigation oft 
ents leading up to the attempted 
call of Mankiewicz Latter was 
ked to appoint a five-man inves- 
committee for that pur- 


~~ 


iting 
pose. Also to be investigated are 
e charges made at the meeting 
George Stevens against actions 
some board members, particu- 
larly DeMille and Rogell, and al- 
eged malfeasance in office by Ver- 
non Keays, paid executive secre- 
of its guild. Keays will be 
particularly probed as to the rea- 
sons why the SDG office was 
strangely closed Saturday, Oct. 14, 
a business day, thereby preventing 
ose Opposed to the Mankiewicz 
eall fram getting vital member- 
ship information. It was also 
charged, while the office was closed 
ind -Keays did not answer his 
shone, that he was identified by a 
Continued on page 16) 


RKO Speeds To 
Meet Deadline 


_ RKO has shifted into high gear 
In its race to meet the Jan. 1 dead- 





line tor divorcement. Every last 
minute of the approximately 10 
weeks in which to complete the 


job will be required, according to 
those familiar with the overhaul- 
ing, who cite a variety of basic 
reorganization problems. 
_ Yet to be decided, it is said, is 
in what manner the two new com- 
panies to be formed will assume 
responsibility for private antitrust 
actions pending against the parent 
corporation, Directorates 
Inanagements for the two new 
firms to be created additionally 
have yet to be decided. Issuance 
Of new stock and clearances also 
are involved. There is, too, the 
Civision of assets and other liabili- 
ties between the 
production-distribution outfits, as 
well as continuance of, or adjust- 
‘nts in, banking arrangements. 
Paramount, in its reorganiza- 
tion, cut through the middle in 
ceciding wh'ch of its two new 
tirms would fall heir to liability 
in the damage actions. 
solution of the parent, the two new 
(Continued on page 18) 


20TH, U.S. AGAIN TALK 








DIVORCEMENT IN D.C. 


Hollywood, Oct. 24. 
,ivestiture problems involved in 
<"'l-Fox current decree will again 
be taken up this week in Washing- 
ton huddles between Department 
Oi Justice officials and reps of film 
Company's theatre division. 

,- larles P. Skouras, National 
'heatres prexy, airs for the Capital 
today (24). Accompanying will be 
John Bertero, Bert PiroscL, Pete 
= ndgren and John Lavery, all of 
‘om already have spent several 
\“\eeks in Washington on the dives: 
“lure situation, 
_ Vivorcement phase of proposed 
eecree is being handled by 20th- 
C ') separate meetings with the 
-Overnment, 
,'80 planing east are Ernest 
»‘'nbull, head of Hoyts, Ltd., 20th 
es ‘rallan theatre subsid, for talks 
) homeottice toppers. 





SAG’s Nov. 12 Annual 


Oct. 24. 
has sched- 
meeting for Nov. 


Hollywood, 
Actors Guild 
annual 


Screen 
uled its 
12. 

li addition to installation of new 
officers, agenda includes thorough 
discussion of Guild’s current fight 
with Television Authority over 
video film jurisdiction. 





Par Renews 
Fitzgibbons 
And Bolstad 


Paramount has negotiated an 
extension to 1955 of its contract 
with John J. Fitzgibbons as man- 
aging director of its Famous Play- 
ers Canadian circuit and to 1953 
its pact with Reuben W. Bolstad 
as v.p. and treasurer of the chain. 
Parallel contracts which the two 
execs hold with FPC itself were 
also extended to run concurrently. 

Financial arrangements in both 
cases continue as before. Fitzgib- 
bons is guaranteed a minimum in 
salary and expenses of $1,006.93 a 
week, while Bolstad gets $515.38. 
There is also an arrangement to 
indemnify each of them to the ex- 


tent of $7,500 a year for loss 
through difference in exchange 
rate in transferring part of their 


| earnings to U.S. dollars if they de- 


from FPC $500 a week salary, 


sire. 

Fitzgibbons’ contract, which be- 
came effective May 31, 1946, for 
seven years, was extended for two 
years. Bolstad’s started at the 
same time, but was only for five 
years. It has likewise been extend- 
ed for two years. 

In each case, the men are simul- 
taneously on the payrolls of Para- 
mount International, with which 
the U. S. contracts were drawn, 
and FPC. Fitzgibbons’ arrange- 
ment provides that he receives 
plus 
the greater each year of (a) a flat 


sum of $12,000 or (b) a sum equal 


and! 


exhibition and) 


With dis- | 


| 


to the aggregate of the following 

percentages: 5°° of the first 

$250,000 of adjusted net earnings 
(Continued on page 18) 


10 Film Cos., B&K, 
Gt. States Sued By 
Exhib for $900,000 


Chicago, Oct. 24. 

After over three weeks of quie- 
tude, the anti-trust scene erupted 
again Wednesday (18) with Bala- 
ban & Katz, its subsid, Great 
States, and 10 film companies on 
the receiving end of a $900,000 
suit by the South Bend Theatre 
Corp. Action was filed in U. S. 





| district court by attorney Seymour 
' Simon, on beha!f of Louis Cocho- 


| vety, 


corporation’s topper and op- 
erator of the Avon theatre in South 
Bend. In addition to the triple 
damages, the complaint asks for 
equitable relief that would enjoin 
the defendants from refusing to 
license pixed to the indie. : 

Period of alleged injuries dates 
from 1937 until 1949. during which 
time Great States allegedly con- 
spired with the biggies to deprive 
it of first-rrur product. Complaint 
contends that special e ‘ference 
was accorded the circsit’s first-run 
houses, the Colfax, Palace and 
Granada, with the Avon many 
times forced to take a backseat to 
the circuit’s second-run house, the 
State. Complaint additionally cites 
the defendants with disregarding 
Avon bidding, despite reportedly 
lush offers from the indie. 

Named as conspirators with the 
circuits are Warner Bros., WB Cir- 
cujt Management Corp., Warner 
Theatres, 20th, Paramount, Loew's, 
Cuvlumbia, Universal, RKO and UA. 


| Guild, 





Philadelphia, Oct. 24. 

Council of Motion Picture Or- 
Zanizations has run headlong into 
the first direct refusal of an im- 
portant exhib group to support it 
either morally or financially. That 
was disclosed today in a bulletin 
to all members of Allied of Eastern 
Pennsylvania, quoting the text of 
a resolution adopted by the out- 
fit’'s board nixing affiliation with 
the all-industry public relations 
organization. 

The directors, at a special meet- 
ing, ratified the action of Eastern 
Pennsylvania exhib group's busi 
ness manager, Sidney Samuelson, 
at the recent national Allied con- 
vention in Pittsburgh. Samuelson, 
as delegate of the Philly organiza- 
tion, cast his ballot against sup- 
porting COMPO. 

Reps of other 
the rest of the 


Allied units from 
country voted in 


favor, however, of going along 
with COMPO for another year, 
overriding Samuelson’s. dissent. 
Today's bulletin was the first 
public indication that Eastern 
Pennsy Allied had voted against 


the majority on COMPO in the 
directors’ session in Pittsburgh. 

Text of the board's resolution 
indicates refusal of any financial 
support or payment of local dues 
to COMPO. In addition to back- 
ing up Samuelson’'s negative vote 
at the national convention, resolu- 
tion declares that Allied here will 
not participate in any activity of 
COMPO except those which it 
passes upon and recommends to 
the membership. 

Too Frank Language 

General feeling of Allied mem- 
bers here is distrust of the pub- 
relations setup, which is felt to be 
strictly a conception of the dis- 
tribs. Individual objections to 

(Continued on page 18) 


MPIC Bucks Loyalty 
Oath Rewrite Job To 
Committee of 10 Reps 


Hollywooa, Oct. 24. 

Motion Picture Industry Council 
has turned over the final phrasing 
of the proposed industry-wide loy- 
alty oath to a special committee of 
10, consisting of one representa- 
tive from each of the member 
groups. Each group will appoint 
its own delegate to a meeting to be 
held within 10 days. 

Understood the phrasing and 
procedure of presenting the oath 





| will be patterned after that recom- 


the Screen Actors 
along the lines of the oath 
taken by persons inducted into the 
U. S. Armed Forces. It contains 
a paragraph permitting a personal 
explanation if the signer has been 
mentioned as connected with any 
subversive group. 


mended by 


ing a standard loyalty oath, 
MPIC issued a formal statement: 

“The Motion Picture Council de- 
plores the hysterical climate cre- 
ated by inaccurate, unofficial and 
unauthorized reports of its de- 
liberations. In the best interests 
of the 10 groups which comprise 
its membership, it wishes to make 
its position crystal clear. 

“The MPIC is, of course, bitter- 
ly opposed to Communism. In this 
it reflects the attitude of the vast 
majority of men and women en- 
gaged in this business. The MPIC 
is, at the same time, bitterly op- 

(Continued on page 16) 





Mrs. Schwalberg’s 
Death Defers Par Meet 


Sales meeting of Paramount's 
central, south central and western 
divisions, which had been sched- 
uled for Dallas Oct. 27-28, has been 
temporarily postponed because of 
the death of Anne Quint Schwal- 
berg, wife or A. W. Schwalberg, 
Par sales chief. Mrs. Schwalberg 
died at her New Rochelle, N. Y.. 
home Monday ‘273), age 45. 

Meeting of Canadian districts in 
Winnipeg, Oct. 27-28, will take 
piace as scheduled. 


As a clarifica-| 
tion of the procedure in formulat- | 
the , 





Sam Katz Buys Into Kramer Co.: 





AMPA Honors Academy 


30sley Crowther, film critic of 
N. Y. Times, will chairman Asso- 
ciated Motion Picture Advertisers 
luncheon honoring the Academy of 
Arts and Sciences tomorrow 
(Thurs.) at the Piccadilly hotel, 
Ni 2 

Affair will honor 
ett, who screenplayed “Sunset 
Boulevard” (Par) Brackett is also 
the Academy's prexy. 


UA Future Waits 
On Meet Between 
Pickford, McNutt 


Hollywood, Oct. 24 

Final decision on the future of 
United Artists was in the making 
today (24) as discussions between 
board chairman Paul V. McNut 
and Mary Pickford continued, 
centered around the option price 
for Miss Pickford’s and Charles 
Chaplin’s controlling stock in- 
terest. 

MeNutt is scheduled to return 
to N. Y. tomorrow (Wed.) with the 
decision on whether he stays on 
or bows out. It is said that unless 
Miss Pickford and Chaplin bring 
down the original option price of 
$5,400,000 for the stock, McNutt 
will turn operation of the company 
back to them. 

McNutt’s contention is that the 
recent audit completed at the 
homeoffice showed the $5,400,000 
option price substantially in excess 
of a “realistic” level, reportedly, 
and unless revised downward the 
whole deal will be off. 

On the other hand, concessions 
in this regard by Miss Pickford 
and Chaplin will mean his con- 
tinuance as chairman with the 
prospect of new operating capital 
for the company. 

McNutt’s resignation, ¥ it does 
come, doubtless would be accom- 
panied by the resignation of Frank 
L. McNamee from the presidency. 
Purpose of MecNutt’s trip to the 
Coast was to convince Miss Pick- 
ford and Chaplin that they must 
come down in their price if the 
affairs of UA are to be put on a 
solid financial footing. 


Charles Brack- 








Geo. Murphy Urges 
Co-op Among Filmites 
At Ky. Exhibs’ Meet 


Louisville, Oct. 24. 


A touring ambassador represent- 
ing Hollywood, George Murphy 
highlighted last week's fifth annual 
convention of the Kentucky Assn. 
of Theatre Owners with a straight- 
from-the-shoulder talk on coop- 
eration between the various coin- 
ponents making up the film in- 
dustry. “We have been too busy 
selling everybody else’s business 
except our own,” the actor as- 
serted. 

Rapping the press, Murphy 
charged that some publicity has 
hurt the industry. As a means cr 
countering distortion and to spread 
the good side of Hollywood, the 
star pointed out that he’s been on 
a personal junket to talk to college 
groups, newspaper editors 
other individuals. ; 

Two-day conclave, which wound 
up last Thursday (19), was at- 
tended by some 275 theatremen 
and their wives. Other speakers 
included Trueman Rembusch,. prez 
of the Allied States Exhibitors 
Assn.; Gael Sullivan, executive di- 
rector of the Theatre Owners of 
America, and Kroger Babb. head 
of Hallmark Productions. Guihrie 
Crowe, KATO prexy, presided ovei 
' the meet’s business sessions. 


and . 


J Other Stockholders Remain Same 


Hollywood, Oct, 24. 
Sam Katz, former Balaban & 
Katz and Metro studio exec, has 


joined forces with Stanley Kramer, 
Katz has acquired a financial inter- 
est and will serve as an officer and 
« rector of the Stanley Kramer Co., 
Inc., which was set up under Cali- 
fornia laws last week. 

Although the new company was 
organized with “dummy” directors, 
deal for Katz's participation is 
signed and sealed. Other stock- 
holders will be the same as in pre- 


vious Kramer corporations, the 
people who have been active in 
his organization since its. start 


vears ago. They are George 
Glass, his press chief and now as- 
sociate producer; Carl Foreman, 
who has scripted the Kramer films, 
and Sam Zagon, Kramer's .attor- 
ney. 

Rumors of the Katz affiliation, 
which actually took place last week, 
gave rise to great speculation as 
to Kramer's future plans. Among 
reports was that the Kramer pro- 
duction unit itself was to be the 
nucleus around which Kramer and 
Katz would build numerous other 
indie units and eventually organize 
their own United Artists. 

Such an expansion is, of course, 
possible. It can be said authori- 
tatively, however, that present aims 
are much more modest. They in- 
clude nothing more at the moment 
than stepping up the Kramer pro- 
duction schedule, which has run at 
the rate of about three pix every 
two years. Kramer has been de- 
sirous of raising this quota in order 
to have enough work to keep his 
(Continued on page 20) 


2th Eyes New 
Pact for Smith 


Twentieth-Fox is scheduled to 
begin negotiations soon with sales 
veepee Andy W. Smith, Jr., for a 
new contract to replace the current 
one, which expires Dec. 31. Smith 
was reoptioned for an additional 
five years by 20th, starting Jan. 1, 
1949, but the contract stipulated 
that two years from that date the 
company would “enter into dis- 
cussions and review the agree- 
ment, having in mind a further ex- 
tension of the agreement, as well 
as terms and other provisions 
thereof.” 

Smith currently is drawing $1,- 
500 per week. His original con- 
tract, signed Dec. 20, 1945, when 


three 





| he succeeded Tom J. Connors as 


sales manager, started him off at 


| $850 weekly, based on a yearly in- 
/crease of $100 per week through 
1950. 


Pact was amended in Janu- 
ary, 1948, when Smith was upped 
to veepee status and the $1,500 
salary. Stipulation in the present 
contract calling for reopening of 
talks at the end of the year fur- 
ther states that this shall be done 
‘““without prejudice to the rights of 
either party to your employment 
agreement with us.” 





SWEIGERT REPLACES 


MARK SILVER FOR UA 


Personal feud between Mark Sil- 
ver and Unitea Artists’ eastern 
sales chief Nat Nathanson resulted 
in Silver's displacement as Wash- 
ington branch manager last week. 
He has been succeeded by Earle 
W. Sweigert, former mid-eastern 
division maneger for Paramount. 

Silver and Nathanson had been 
in disagreement over a number of 
matters for a 'ong time. Silver was 
also displeased at having been re- 
duced recent:y from district man- 
ager to branch manager when UA 
dropped its district manager setup. 
He started with UA as a salesman 
in 1936, 

Sweigert has been in the indus- 
try since 1912 and was with Par 
from 1917 until last year. He had 
been in charge of the Washington 
territory as dic‘rict and division 
manager since 1941, 
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He's a Cockeyed Wonder 
Hollywood, Oct. 20. 


Columbia release of Rudolph C. Fio- 
thow production. _ Mi 
Terry Moore: features W illiam Demarest. 
Charles Arnt, Ross Ford. Ned Glass, Mike 
Mazurki, Douglas Fowley, William Phil- 
lips. Directed by Peter Godfrey. 


y Jack Henley: camera, Lester White; 
pa ay Richard Fantl. Previewed Oct. 16, 
‘so. Running time, 76 MINS 
Freddie Frisby......-+.--- Mickey Rooney , 
Judy SearS...-ccosceces _ Terry Moore 
rr eee William Demarest 
J. B. Caldwell....cccceseee: Charles Arnt 
Ralph Caldwell...eecseeseeses: Ross Ford 
Sam Phillips ....-ceccececees Ned Glass 
“Lunk’’ Boxwell.......¢. Mike Mazurki 
“Grabs” Freeley...ccce: Douglas Fowley 
“Pick” Reedley......e¢-- William Phillips 
Jenny Morrison.....+e+++-: Ruth VW arren 
Pops Dunlap......+-+-+- Eddy. Waller 
Sheriff Oliver Frank Ferguson 


Family-type comedy, hoked to 
the hilt, makes “He’s a Cockeyed 
Wonder” a satisfactory companion 
feature. Tithe is awkward, but the 
contrived fun committed by Mickey 
Rooney and others in its name sets 
it up as okay filmfare for the gen- 
eral situation. , 

Rooney is likeable as an inept 
vouth who can’t do anything right. 
He sparks a lot of chuckles as he 
geis over the character. Loved by 
Terry Moore and despised by her 
father. William Demarest, Rooney 
is having plenty” of 
troubles until he inherits 
tute of a magician uncle. 
is mostly magie props, little 
and the gadgets give excuse 
round of amusing situations. 

Background of the plot is an 
orange-packing company wherein 
Rooney blunderingly toils. After 


the 
Estate 
cash, 
ior a 


he receives his magic tools, he and | 


Miss Moore practice legerdemain 


in the factory. They are kidnapped | 


by payroll robbers under circum- 
stances that make the couple ap- 
pear guilty. However, Rooney 


biunders through a hero when he 
aids the law shackle the comic des- 
peradoes and completely wins over 
Demarest. 

Diminutive comedian works hard 
and adds a lot of worth to the Jack 
Henley original script. Miss Moore 
is very attractive and Demarest 
supplies wry comedy. There’s good 
support from the other players, 
best of which is the crook trio por- 
trayed by Douglas Fowley, Mike 
Mazurki and William Phillips. 

Peter Godfrey’s direction — is 
lively, treating the broad comedy 
and hokum in the proper manner 
1o keep it moving. Rudolph C. Flo- 
thow furnishes an okay production 


dressing, with assists from Lester 
White’s photography and other 
Brog. 


technical credits. 


Hit Parade of 195! 
(SONGS) 


Hollywood, Oct. 21. 

Republic release of John H. Auer pro- 
duction. Stars John Carroll, Marie \c- 
Donald. Estelita Rodriguez; features 
Frank Fontaine. Grant Withers, Mikh. il 
Rasumny. Steve Flagy. Paul Cavanagh. 
Firehouse Five Plus Two, Bobby Kamos 
Rhumba Band. Directed by Auer. Screen- 
play. Elizabeth Reinhardt, Aubrey Wis- 
berg, Lawrence Kimble. from. story by 
Wisberg: camera. Reggie Lanning; music, 
R. Dale Butts: sones, Al Rinker. Floyd 
Huddleston. Sy Miller, Betty Garre‘i; 
etitor, Harry Keller. Previewed Oct. 19. 
‘30. Running time. 85 MIN 
Jee Blake / 
E-tdie Paul) ......0. .-.- dohn Carroll 
Michele ...rcccseccece Marie McDonald 
Chicawita ..ccccceceocs Esctelita Rodricues 
B ngo errerr TT . Frank Fontaine 

) i TITS te oe Ee Grant Withers 
The Professor..... Mikhail Rasumny 
Chuck eer TT Steve Flas: 
Two-to-One Thompson.... Paul Cavan gh 
CL |: Ae Tr rere Te Edward Garon 
S‘udio Gulde..cccscecceces Gus Sechillins 
.. eeerrwrrrer rer, Ter tse Rose Roscit 
ORD. cc cncecssvececesenes Wade Crosby 
¢ PPETTTTT Ter CITT rT TT Duke Yerk 
George Al Muvn'ry 


Five Plus Two and Bobby _ 
Ramos Band 


Firehouse 


Republic has a fairly good com- 
edy with musie in “Hit Parade of 
1951.” For the general doublebill 
s‘‘uation. the film shapes up as 
o':ay light diversion with enovch 
chuckles spread over its familior 
85 minutes to get by with the aver- 
ave customer. 

Seven tunes are spliced into the 
footage to help out with musical 


prce in the telling of a mistaken- 


identity plot. 
and Los 
underwas 


Setting is Las Vers 
Angeles, and story 


roll hatches a scheme to trick “Hit 
Parade” crooner Carroll, identie>l! 
couble, into taking his place in 
Las Vegas while he raises the coin. 


Monogrom release of Jerry Thomas 

Switch in the two characters iS | production, Features J:mes Lydon. Art | 
pretty contrived in the script by} ¥ ker. "ss egg Rpg: mony on 
Mizabeth Reinhardt, Aubrev Wis-|."* 0 Gilhert Warrenton: editor 
Elizabeth é . ian: eamera., Gilbert Warrenton: editor, 
berg and Lawrence Kimble, but! Roy Livingston. Previewed Oct. 17, °50. 


there is a certain amount of lich'!- 


. | . Divid Langham James Lydon 
ness in the play ing. ‘ 1 Judve Langhum....... Art Baker 
As the “Hit Parade” crooncr. | Swifty Johnson. .......- Gi) Siratton, Jr. 
“orrol ¢ *} j | i7? "ngie PUD. cccetoccess Gloria Winters 
Carroll is a PpPissy milk toast ’ ‘ a? Landham .. .cceccecess Myron Healey 
a good voice that sends 1%) «ck Blodgett ..ceepeeeee: Tommy Pond 
J mmes. All except Marie MceDon- j Cloria $000 wEHeee's ‘ean Dean 
. ‘ sf Poe 7 Bret In . 
nd. also a “Parade” singer, ry, 5S Partner... .cecccceee- Bret Homi'ton | 
4 ‘ . A ‘ toberts @occe Marshall Reed 
doesn't like his mild rom: aein’ IPAM ...cescsess Denrie Voore 
However. when Carrol) the e@:rc- teldup Men Williem Vineent 
b cr moves jin as the singer, th S$ ——— 
an “psurge in her interest. Me: n- Desire of vouth for spced serves 
while. crooner Carroll isn’t doo7 es the premise for “Hot Rod.” reey 
bediv in Las Veeas with the -|ligdle drama that iS suitable 
b'er's” girifriend. Estelita Roc “-! ‘owercase material. Film has a nice 
guez who is teaching him so re- hudect mounting. good pace and 
thing about living. After all inive interest to see it through gen- 
complietions are over. each o° ‘c° evel bookings. 
Carrolls returns to his) orivionl James Lydon heads the cust as 
love a better men for the enenioe the son of Art Baker, iuvenile court 
experiences, ood a happy tee re- tvde¢e who opposes the «vined-up 
suits intopies and. street ond hi¢hwev 
“ee Jucer-direcior John H. Aucr racing, Lydon goes along with dad! 


Stars Mickey Rooney, | 


Written | 


romantic | 
Cr I 


ges 
with gambler John Coer-, 
ro'l Josing $200,000 to Grant Wi h- 
ers. With 48 hours to pay up, C: '- 


gives the film a_ good physical 
dressing and, while there’s not 
much substance te his direction, 
he plays the footage at a good pace. 
Three stars do their work well on 
the vocal end and are acceptable 
otherwise. Carroll’s baritone han- 
| dles “You're So Nice,” “How Would 
I Know.” and “Wishes Come True,” 
all by Al Rinker and Floyd Hud- 
dleston. Miss McDonald does 
“Vou Don’t Know the Other Side 
of Me” and “A Very Happy Char- 
acter Am I,” by the same cleffers. 
Miss Rodriguez sings “Square 


Dance Samba,” by Rinker and Hud- | 


dieston, and “Boca Chica,” 
Miller and Betty Garrett. 


by Sy 
Both of 


latter are used in production num- | 


bers and the Firehouse Five Plus 
Two adds a Charleston session. 
Frank Fontaine plays a dopey 
buddy of gambler Carroll's for 
moderate chuckles. Mikhail Ra- 
sumny, Withers, Paul Cavanagh 
and the others involved are Okay 
in answering the light demands. 
Technical departments hold up 
their end in displaying the story. 
Brog. 


Blues Buster 
(SONGS) 


Hollywood, Oct. 21. 
Monogram release of Jan Grippo pro- 
duciion. Stars Leo Gorcey: features Huntz 
Hall Adele Jergens, Gabriel Dell, Craig 
Steven Phsllis Coates Directed by Wil 
lian Beaudine. Screenplay Charles R. 
\larion added dialog, e Lawrence; 
camera, Marcel LePicard; editor. William 
Austin: musical director. Edward J. Kay; 
Son} Ben Raleigh. Bernie Wayne, Johnny 
Lange. Eliet Daniel. Billy Austin, Eddie 
Brandt, Paul Sanders, Ralph Wolf. Pre- 
viewed Oct. 19, °50 Running time, 67 
1 MINS. 
Slip Mahoney Leo Gorcey 
Sach Debussy Jones Huntz Hall 
Cate Meee. oo Occ asedaws Adele Jergens 
Gabe MGOrene.<...cceccsess Gabriel Dell 
i SR eee er ee Craig Stevens 
Sally Dolan ceeeeeee Phyllis Coates 
Louie Dumbrowsky..... Bernard Gorcey 
Whites ee William Benedict 
Bute . cicccccecesceseur Buddy Gorman 
TONMCE. sss aneacestéoussy David Gorcey 
BUSING. « 64 1 05:60400 04000 Paul Bryar 
JOG BiGCO . cv caxcierves Matty King 
Teddy Davi8..ccceccess William Vincent 


Monogram'‘s Bowery Boys have a} 


somewhat = different entry. In 
“Blues Busters,” they take to song 


to bolster the usual pattern of 
rowdy mugging, and it all comes 
olf successfully for their market. 


It's a good twist for this standard 
series. 

When Huntz Hall suddenly de- 
velops a golden crooning voice 
after a tonsillectomy, Leo Gorcey, 
the Bowery mastermind, sees it as 
an opportunity to become rich. 
Thev remodel Bernard Gorcey’s 


sweet shop into a nitery and the| 


new club is an instant success. 

Skullduggery enters when Craig 
Stevens, rival club operator, gets 
his canary, Adele Jergens, to 
vamp Hall into signing with her. 
Gorcey’s spot folds after the de- 
parture of Hall. but former's girl 
friend, Phyllis Coates, uses a jeal- 
ousy angle to get Miss Jergens to 
tip how Stevens stole the crooner. 
Hall comes back home, but it 


reverts to its former offkey screech. 


Producer Jan Grippo gives the} 


picture a smarter looking mounting 
than entries in the series are usu- 
ally accorded. Casting also is good 
for laugh and release intentions. 
Gorcey is his expected self as the 


brash kingpin of the Bowery group. | 
Syncing of Hall’s mugging to off-| 


stage singing of John Lorenz is' 
very good, and the piping is an 


able assist in selling the song cata- 
log. 

Among songs are ‘‘Wasn't It You” 
and “You Walk By.” by Ben Ra- 
leigh and Bernie Wayne: “Blue- 
hirds Keep Singin’ in the Rains” by 
Johnny Lange and Eliot Daniel; 
“Let's Have a Heart to Heart Talk.” 
by Billy Austin, Eddie Brandt and 
Paul Sanders. and “Better Be 
l.ookinz Out for Love,” by Ralph 
Wolf and Lange. 

Adele Jergens adds pleniy of 
femme allure in her canaryv-vamp 
role, and mouths the singing of 
G'oria Wood neatly. Miss Coates, 
Stevens. Gabriel Dell and 
cast members do their part in keep- 
ing the slapstick moving. William 
Beaudine’s direction is abie 
technical aids measure up. Broy. 





Het Rod 
Hollywood, Oct. 20. 


“nning time. 61 MINS, 


all ! 
ends with a laugh when his voice | 


other | 


and 


Miniature Reviews 


“He’s a Cockeyed Wonder” 


(Col). Mickey Rooney, Terry 
Moore in family-type comedy. 
Okay companion feature. ; 

“Hit Parade of 1951” (Songs) 
(Rep). Fairly entertaining 
comedy with songs based on 
mistaken-identity theme. 

“Blues Busters” (Songs) 
(Mono). Monogram’s Bowery 
Boys go musical, good program 
entry. 

“Hot Rod’ (Mono). Okay 
program fare based on youth- 
ful drivers of souped-up ja- 
lopies. 

“Big Timber” (\Mono). Brisk 
actioner with a logging camp 
background; okay as support- 
ing material. 











until a school rival steals his girl’s 
attentions with a hot rod. Lydon 
soups up his old car to meet the 
rivalry but encounters’ trouble 
when the hot rod is stolen and fig- 
ures in a hit-and-run crash. 
Youngster faces: stern paternal 
and judicial wrath but his rival's 
guilty conscience clears him in 
court. Lydon proves the case of 
hot rods, and the need for a super- 
vised timing track where drivers 
can work off the desire for speed 


safely, when he uses his car to 
chase Gown a stickup man. The 
boys get their track and Lydon re- 
covers the interest of the girl- 
friend. 

Lydon does well by his assign- 
ment. There's a comedy assist from 
Gil Stratton. Jro as his pal and 
Baker is good as the father. Gloria 
Winters, Myron Healey, Tommy 
Bond and the others’ involved 
acquit themselves — satisfactorily 
under Lewis D. Collins’ direction. 
The Jerry Thomas production is 
suitably framed to meet market 


demands, and technical credits are 
standard. Brog. 





= s ere 
Big Timber 
Monogram release Lindsley 
production 


of Parsons 


Stars Roddy McDowall: fea- 
tures Jeff Donnell. Lyn Thomas. Directed 
by Jean Yarbrough. Screenplay. Warren 
Wilson; camera, William Sickner: editor, 
Leonard W. Herman: musical director, | 
Edward J. Kay. At New York theatre, 
: Y.. dual, week of Oct. 17, '50. Run- 
ning time, 73 MINS. 

Jimmy..... caaracaeih Roddy McDowall 
UN kew4dtnbadae aca de ee . Jeff Donnell 
as. Le ROR Tee ree Lyn Thomas 
FOREGO. 6 0.0404460S8TA6 0088 Gordon Jones 
BR a rrr rrr Srry Tom Greenway 
ES haiti Gok are athe keine Robert Shayne 
Bert tees eee é ‘ . Ted Hecht 
| [Ist Loyger...... or ; Lyle ‘Talbot 





| Lindsley Parsons, who's been 
turning out a series of action pro- 


grammers_ starring Roddy Me- 
|Dowall has a good outdoor saga 


in “Big Timber.” Shot on location 
jat a Pacific northwest logging 
camp, the film easily captures the 
flavor and drama of logging opera- 


tions. Picture should satisfy ad- 
venture fans. 
Story formula which producer 


employed for “Timber” 
cent of “Tuna Clipper,” 
filmmaker’s previous McDowall 
starrers. Both films are built 
around a lad ‘MecDowall) who is a 
neophyte but wants to learn the 
business, 

Fresh out of  tree-surgeon 
school, McDowall looks up an old 


is reminis- 
one of the 


at a logging camp. Youth is a will- 


ing worker, but his efforts are 
sabotaged by another logger. Lat- 


ter thinks the newcomer is trying 
to beat him out of his girl. At- 
mosphere is cleared, however, 
when the lad saves a foreman’'s 
life in a wild ride down a winding 
mountain road. 

Performances are topped by Mc- 
Dowall and Jeff Donnell, as the 
gal. Additional romantic interest 
,is adequately supplied by Lyn 
Thomas, as daughter of the camp 
superintendent. Other players help 
maintain the general interest un- 
der Jean Yarbrough’'s breezy direc- 
tion. Camerawork of William 
Sicker is also gn asset. Gilb. 


e 
Paris, 1900 

“Paris, 1900." French-made, 
which opened at the Paris the- 
atre, N. Y.. Monday (23), was 
reviewed in Vartety from 
Paris, May 24, 1950. A com- 
mentary written by John 
Viason Brown and narrated 
by Monty Woolley has been 
added for pic’s U. S. showing. 

Pie, according to reviewer 
Mosk, “would make a fine see- 
ond feature on curio appeal 
and could. stand on its own 
if stratesically cued and pro- 
moted.” Review siated, “draw- 
ing liberally an old newsreel 
a-d pic footage, film captures 
the nosta'“ia and essence of 
the period.” It was also noted 
“though the aciion and feel- 
in’ are mosily Parisian, world 
PWopeal of the city gives the 
pic internatienal scope and 
appeal.” 


Pic, boing released in the 














U. S. by Arthur L. Mayer 
und Edward  'Singsley has 
had 19 minutes sliced for its 


American showing 


It original- 
Jy ran 95 minutes, 


friend who has promised him a job | 


Panehe Villa Returns 
(MEXICAN) 


Miguel Contreras Torres production. Fea- 
tures Leo Carrillo, Esther Fernandez, Ro- 
delfo Acosta, Rafael Alcayde. Written 
and directed by Torres; camera, Alex 





Phillips; music, Elias Breeskin. At Rialto 
theatre, N. Y., Oct. 21, ‘SO. Running 
time. 95 MINS. - 

| Pancho Villa... cccocccccesss+s Leo Carrillo 


Teresa Mota....ceccce 2 Esther Fernandez 


Rosario. 


| Rosario....... sececcese Veanette Comber 
| Martin Corona............Rodolfo Acosta 
| Serpio Reyna...........+.Rafael Alcayde 
| Colonel Lopera.....-.-...-. Jorge Trevino 
| Father Romo....Eduardo Gonzalez Pliego 

Tadeo Mota...... Humberto Almazan 





Mexican-made, 
entry can create only mild excite- 
ment. Despite some good perform- 
ances and fair dixection, story line 
is weak and its spinning 
pedestrian pace too often. 

Hollywood filmster Leo Carrillo 
heads an otherwise all-Mexican 
cast as Pancho Villa. Story is 
woven around the assassination of 
President Madera in 1913, when 
Villa was a bonafide general of 
Madera’s army and tong before he 
became bandit rujer of the chili 
domain. 

In this opus, scripted, directed 
and produced by Miguel Contreras 
Torres, Villa is a lovable guy, al- 
though a=_- strict 
whose main purpose is to avenge 
the murder of his leader and quell 
the revolution. His only overt acts 
are to hang a profiteering boot- 
maker. polish off the leaders of the 
rebel group and execute a voung 
captain of his army who placed 
Jove for a Woman beyond duty to 
his country. 

Carrillo gives a 
formance as Villa. 
able performances are given by 
Esther Fernandez as an unhappy 
bride whose husband, an army cap- 
tain, is courtmartialed and_ sen- 
tenced to die: Rodolfo Acosta, as the 


plausible 
Other 


per- 
credit- 








Hispano Continental Films release_ of | 


English-language > 


hits a’ 


disciplinarian, | 


Wednesday, October 25, 1950 


| art house circuit. 
| the whimsical title, 
'a brand of humor 
| conscious to be effective. 
|also marred by disturbin 





to be part of the comedy. Prime 


_asset of this production is Hilde. 
| garde Neff, an actress with stand. 


out looks and talent. 


After an overlong gabby intro 
| yarn comes up with several inter. 
esting, but not fully explored an. 
gles. Story is related in flashbacks 
| by a scenario writer on location 
_ who’s trying to develop a script for 
a leading film star. As a romantic 
couple passes, he unfolds their his. 
tory together. Film shifts to a 
mansion in wartime Berlin, where 
the man fell in iove with his maid, 
was estranged from her through a 
series of misunderstandings, and 
then apparently became reconciled 
to the girl. Brightest portion of 
the film revolves around the dif- 
‘ferent versions, as conceived by 
the scenarist and the leading man, 
of how the couple were reconciled, 
The comedy comes much too late, 
however, to count for much. 

Miss Neff, as the 
| almost salvages this film with a 
warm and moving performance. 
As the actor, Willy Fritsch is lim- 
ited to a couple of effective com- 
edy scenes while Hans Sohnker, 
aus Miss Neff’s lover, is okay in a 
straight romantic part. Other cast 
niembers also do well in lesser 
roles. Herm. 


rustic maid, 





Lumieres De Ma Ville 
(Lights ef My City) 
(CANADIAN) 


Montreal, Oct. 17. 


France Film release 
production. Stars Guy 


of Excelsior Film 
Mautette and Hu- 





: Tea ler ae : gette Oligny. Directed by Jean-Yve_ Bi- 
doome d officer, and Rafael Alc) de, Kras. Screenplay, Jean Marie Poirier; 
the doublecrossing mayor of the | camera, Roger Racine. At St. Denis the- 
town. Battle scenes. of which there | #'"® Montreal, Running time, 125 MINS, 
are several. are realistic > ates 1 mOmer BEAPSU .... 06 csc cece Guy Maufette 
. " . realistically staged, Helene Clement........ Huguette Oligny 
and Alex Phillips’s cameraing is’ Mareel........... 0000. Pierre Bervat 
up to par. Edba Monioue Fontaine........ Monique Leyrac 
&: 2 xe -- Albert Duquesne 
\foe Captain... eeee- Paul Guevremont 
he ° MPressario.....ccee ee... Maurice Gauvin 
The Tw 0 Orphans | re one oe Denyse Proulx 
(ITALIAN) i 

Pn Films reiease of Frandi Film ' 
Storici production. Stars Alida Valli; fea- “xcelsior Fi +) < i 
tures Maria Denis, Osvaldo Valenti, ae . Excelsior Films, om —— of ambie 
berto Vila. Directed by Carmine Gal-; tious French Canadians in its first 
one. Adapted by Guido Cantini from a “ $ wne . Tslha ° 
a ™ A, au camera, Anchise effort, Lumieres De Ma Villa,” 
rizzi; English titles. Herman G. Wein- | displavs sever; Montreal: Ss 
berg. At Little Cinemet, N. Y.. week of | displays ap veral of Montreal's most 
Oct. 18, 50. Running time, 92 MINS. |} accomplished young actors but the 

MORON s 4:0 4005 0040446 080 ORS Alid Valli | . . : 

Lowiaa......scsescceeese. Be sgl | overall effect fails to measure up. 
De thebsdtevecesetevd Osvaldo Valenti | The j : . -existe . 
Ruggero $0040 0666000 6446 Roberto Vilia Phe thin, almost — existent story 
Giacomo. ....e.eeeee ees Otello Toso! concerns a nightclub singer ‘(Mo- 

pig) 5) er era Germana Paolieri 


(In Italian; English Titles) 

This new Italian import, which 
was lensed around five vears ago, 
is an oldfashioned, sentimental 
tearjerker which may have appeal 
in Italian-speaking nabes but has 
little draw for arty situations. 

Pic is based on A. Dermeri's 
19th century French ciassiec. “The 
Two Orphans.” It entails plenty 
of suffering for two orphaned sis- 
ters, alone in Paris with one kid- 
napped by a marquis and the 
other, who is blind, forced to beg 
in the bitter cold. Fortunately, 
they each find a man to love and 
protect them, a young gallant who 
rescues the kidnapped damsel, and 
a pathetic cripple who tries to 
/ shield the sightless sister. 

The plot, typical of the romantic 
novels of the last century. is full 
of fabuious coincidences which de- 
stroy any sense of reality. Yet the 
piece gets some moments of charm 
by virtue of its archaic story. And 
{it has a few lavish scenes ‘in the 
marquis’ palace), some excellent 
period costumes and a few good 
shots of the squalor in pre-Revolu- 
tionary Paris. 


| 


nique Leyrac), who gets a rep by 
stealing and wheedling songs out 
of the composee (‘Pierre Berval) 
along with her attempts to rekind'e 
an old love affair with the voung 
author (Guy Maufette) who has 
found a new love up in the moun- 
tains, Huguette Olingy. This trite 
fable is further bogged down with 
the inevitable talky sessions thaf 
are the fault of most French films 
made in Canada. 

The dialogue, written by radio 
vet Rudel Tessier, develops into 
nothing more than a series of small 
vignettes featuring two or three of 
the characters first in a nightclub 
and then in a ski hotel in the Lau- 
rentian mountains. The flashbacks 


,;are unconvincing and the switches 


from one set to another fail to click. 


Throughout this tedious effort 
the photography of Roger Racine 
is standout. Racine has been re- 
sponsible for the camera work on 
several Canadian films but this is 
perhaps his best to date. With few 
exceptions, he has overcome in- 
experienced direction and_ loose 


|plotting to help lift the film out of 


Alida Valli, who adds marquee. 


value by virtue of her more recent 
roles in Yank pix, is good as the 
faithful innocent who. struggles 
against overwhelming odds to save 
her blind sister. Latter is played 
by Maria Denis, with Osvaldo 
Valenti and Robert Vilia handling 
the male leads. Their characteriza- 
|tions are all straight from  pure- 
| hero, black - villain children’s 
| books. 

| Film is a long 92 minutes and 
imoves slowly through its tale of 
'unrelieved pathos to the happy 
windup. Bril. 


neem 
| Film Without a Name 
(GERMAN) 


Oxford release of Camera Film produe- | 


| tion. Stars Tlildegarde Neff, 
; Fritsch. Directed by Rudolf 

|} Screenplay, Helmut Kautner, 
ner. Yugert:; camera, Igor 
music, Bernhard Eichhorn: 
Foaward L. Kingsley. 


Willy 
Yueert. 
Ellen Fech- 

Oberberg; 
English titles, 
Previewed in N. Y., 


Oct. 18, '50. Running time 79 MINS, 
Christine Hildegarde Neff 
THO ACtOE .cc0cdi se Willy Fritsch 
Martin eee. llans Sohnker 
i? ere Irene von Meyendorft 
Tre AUCHOR. 6. .0ce. . Fritz Odemar 
ee DN 54k 5 cv aseceses Peter Hamel 
Herr Schichtholz........ Erich Ponto 
Frau Schichtholz....... Carsta Lock 
Viktoria Luise..........Annamarie Holtz 
| Jochen cccccceccocss. Fritz Wagner 
Helene ...cceces $02seces Kate Pontow 
Fleming ery ver ere Carl Voscherau 


. {In German; English. Titles) 
“Film Without a Name.” first 
German pic to be produced in the 





' British zone, is a mild entry for the | 


its mediocrity. 

Miss Leyrae as the nightclub 
chantoosey is a natural bit of cast- 
ing, for besides singing the film’s 
theme song she manages to be con- 
vincing as a ruthless nitery war- 
bler. Maufette’s talents give bim 
little chance to do anything as he 
wanders through the hoked-up situ- 
ations of a serious young author 
finding love far from the big city. 
Miss Oligny registers neatly as the 
author’s new sweetheart. Comedy 
assists from the bit players are 
well handled. 

About 30 minutes could be cut 
off this initialer by Excelsior, for 
better results. Film has been 
bought outright by France Film 
and will be exhibited through its 
extensive chain in Quebee and 
affiliations in France. Newt. 


Rep’s 8316 Net 


Republic and its subsidiaries 
racked up an estimated net profit 
of $830,922 for the 39-weeks ended 
July 29. company reported last 
week. Gross profit eame to $1,390,- 
922. Federal tax provision, esti- 
mated federal normal and surtaxes 
totalled $560,000. 

Income compares to a net ol 
$730.116 earned over a_ similar 
period in 1949. Gross during that 
semester added up to $1,215,116 
before deduction of $485,000 for 
federal tax provision and esti- 





mated federal normal and surtaxes. 
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pic indulges in 
that’s too seif. 
Film is 

direc- 
torial tricks which were suppocen 
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PIX SCRIPTERS 


Copyright Coverage for Pix to Be ‘STORY ENITORS 


Sought at UNESCO Conv. in D.C. 


Washington, Oct. 24. + 
A drive to get specific copyright | 
coverage for motion pictures in | Lesser Names Morris 
countries all over the world will be ® ° 
one feature of the UNESCO copy- | . To Swing ‘Tarzan 
right convention which opened yes- | Claud Morris, vet publicity-ex- 
terday (23) and will last about two ploitation man, has been named 








OEEA ORIG 


Hollywood, Oct. 24. 











weeks. 

Principal purpose of the meet- 
ing, which has attracted experts 
from many nations, is to seek a 
formula for a universal copyright 
convention under which not only 
literary works, but music, films, 
plays, etc., would be covered in 
all countries by a single system. 


Many nations have no language | 


in their copyright regulations cov- 
ering films. In some motion pic- 
tures are covered by the general 
copyright language. In*others, an 
imported Hollywood film, for in- 
siance, could be copied and pirated 
without anyone being subject to 
legal action. 

The U.S. has individual copy- 
rignt arrangements with many 
countries but is not a member of 


either the Berne or Buenos Aires | 


conventions. Former includes most 
of Europe, Canada, Brazil, etc. 
Latter takes in most of Latin 
America, although Brazil is out and 
Mexico and Cuba are not members 
of any convention. 

Prior to the current interna- 
tional huddles, reps of American 
industry and government—motion 
pictures, video, radio, music, books, 
ete.—met in New York to work out 
an “official” American position for 
purpose of the UNESCO meeting. 
As it will be explained to the 
world delegates in the next couple 
of days, is willing to make a num- 
ber of concessions in 
toward an international UNESCO 
copyright convention under which 
an American song or motion pic- 
ture, etc., could be assured copy- 

(Continued on page 18) 


Korda’s Busy Schedule Of 
Filmaking Keeps His Aides 
On Transatlantic Move 


Ascendancy of Sir Alexander 





Korda to unquestioned leadership 
“ in British production, with the de- 


cline in J. Arthur Rank’s activities, 
is sending Korda execs on a trans- 
oceanic spree. Harold Boxall, man- 
aging director of London Film Pro- 


ductions, Ltd., arrived in New York | 


from London Sunday (22), while 
Morris Helprin, Korda’s U. S. top- 
per, hopped in the opposite direc- 
tion the following day. Both men 
will be away from their home bases 
about two weeks. 

Itugh Quennell, London financier , 
who until recently held a top finan- 
cial spot in the Korda hierarchy, 
was in New York from London last 
week, while Arthur Jarratt, man- 
aging director of the producer's 
Britishs Lion distributing company, 
Was over the week before. 

Quennell was in the U. S. only 

partially on Korda biz. Jarratt was 
in on affairs of BL, which handles 
Republic product in Britain. Boxall 
1s involved in distribution deals in 
this country of Korda product, as 
1s Helprin. Latter took a number 
of such deals to London with him 
for final okay by Korda. 
_ Helprin is also in London to sit 
In on the windup of the long dis- 
pute between Korda and David O. 
Selznick over “Gone to Earth,” the 
Jennifer Jones-starrer, which was 
a Korda-Selznick joint production 
in England. Final details on a new 
pact to end the battles between the 
two producers have been worked 
out by lawyers for both sides in 
London, and the contract is expect- 
ed to be signed this week. 


Bee | 
Helprin is also slated to accom- 


pany Korda to Paris and Rome for 
discussion of co-production deals 
with local filmmakers there. 





_ Par Ups Segal 
Maurice Segal has moved up 


si the press book department 
ia) r 


mount homeoffice. 
Jack Alicoate, resigned. 
Surt Sloané& freelance writer, 
‘* replaced Segal in press books. 


moving | 


coordinator and special rep for Sol 


| Lesser on the 35th anni celebra- | 


tion of the “Tarzan” films. The 


Edgar Rice Burroughs yarns will | 


hit their 35th year on the screen 


with release of “‘Tarzan’s Peril” by | 


RKO next spring. 

Morris is making his headquar- 
ters at the RKO h.o. in New York. 
Another Lesser rep, Jack Osser- 
man, who will handle the pro- 
ducer’s affairs in England, is due 
in New York from the Coast Nov. 
16 on his way back to London. He's 
been huddling with Lesser on co- 
production and releasing plans. 


UP Sells 34,000,000 





Butterfield Stock 
To U. of Michigan 


Sale by United Paramount The- 
atres of its stock interest in the 
two Butterfield circuits in Michi- 
gan to the U. of Michigan for $4,- 
| 000,000 was disclosed by Leonard 
|Goldenson, UPT president. Sub- 
|Stantially all of the purchase 
/amount is payable, together with 
interest, over a period of years 
out of dividends or distributions 
|received by Mich. U. as holder of 
the stock. 





Sellers’ market for writers is on 
upswing. Emphasis is on original 
material. 


topgrade; emotional and _ action 
melodramas, human interest and 
non-formula westerns, according to 
major studios’ survey by Screen 
Writers Guild. 


Twentieth-Fox’s Julian Johnson 
; Says the downbeat is on crime, 
fantasy and psychiatry, unless lat- 
ter is extraordinary. Studio will 
consider a war story if very fine, 
as well as adventure if unusual. 

RKO’s William Fadiman wants 
“A,” “B” emotional and _ action 
melodramas. tepublic’s Irene 
Francis is seeking action, human 
interest and non-formula westerns. 
| Warners’ Ellingwood Kay is en- 
'couraging submission of originals 
with fresh ideas. Kenneth McKen- 
na, Metro, states: “our needs are 
many and varied. We have so many 
stars here that we will buy any 
good story at any time.” Bernard 
Smith at Paramount puts it 
tersely: ‘“‘We need good stories.” 

Latest SWG bulletin reports a 
drop of 32 in writer employment, 
as of Oct 16, compared to Oct. 24, 


| 1949. Total for month reached 502. 


;in all capacities. Bulletin also 
/notes 264 manuscripts registered 
|at SWG during September. 

| Breakdown of employment is: 
Columbia, 27 writers, with six as 
| producer-directors: Metro, 45 writ- 
‘ers, 11 producer-directors; Para- 
| mount, 23, 10; Republic, 14, one; 
| RKO, 15, seven; 20th-Fox 38, seven; 
| Universal, 22, three; Warners, 21, 
|eight. Working in independent 
field are 150. Sixty-one are em- 


IN SELLERS 


Variety of yarns is sought by | 


MART 





Exhib-Sponsored Cinema Prods. In 


NS Deal With 3d Dimensional Cinerama 


& 


+ Promises of further advancement 


.. . xe in exhibition innovations were 
Short’s Indie Film |made this week with the disclosure 


accac Alli : that the exhibitor-sponsored Cine- 
Passes to Allied Artists ma Productions has joined hands 

Hollywood, Oct. 24. with Cinerama,  third-dimension 
Short’s indie 





Paul 


| studios, split among adventure, if | 


Deal covered UPT’s 25% inter-| ployed in documentaries and tele- | 
est in W. S. Butterfield Theatres | vision, and 33 in other capacities | 
and 3313% in Butterfield Michigan | in indie field. 
Theatres. W. S. Butterfield has 
Seas iene in 68 houses and | . 
partial holdings in 23 others. But- 
terfield Michigan has 100% owner- Discounts Par 
ship of 20 houses and a partial in-| 
terest in two other spots. Al) the- 


atres of the two chains are located 
in Michigan. 








production 
deal with Allied Artists termi- 
nated, and Short’s interest in 
“The Policy Story” passes to 
Steve Broidy setup. 

Allied also bought Short’s profit 
participation in “Bad Boy” and is 
negotiating for similar washup to 
three other pictures. Short has 
three other films on his produc- 
tion slate. 





Price Upturn 
Slows 3 Majors 


On Stock Buys 


Upturn in the market price of 
Warner Bros.’ common during Sep- 
tember slowed the company’s pro- 
gram of buying up its own securi- 
ties in preparation for the.tre di- 
vorcement. Its monthly report to 
{the Securities & Exchange Commis- 
ision disclosed that it had acquired 
|for retirement only 6,700 shares 
| during September as compared to 
| 72,100 in August. 

20th-Fox slowed up also in its 
| program of retiring its preferred in 
| preparation for split of its theatre 
| circuit from its production-distribu- 
|tion organization. It acquired 500 
|shares of its $1.50 cumuiative con- 
ivertible preferred during Septem- 
| ber, in contrast to 1,400 of the 
$1.50 and 500 of the $4.50 prior 
preferred during August. 

Warners, with the new acquisi- 
tion, has bought a total of 304,400 | 
shares since it embarked on the 
reduction program in mid-June. | 
20th now has retired 48,200 shares | 
of the $1,50 preferred and 500 of | 
the $4.59. 

WB plans to continue buying up 
its common as Paramount has been 


outfit financed by the Rockefeller 
interests. The two reportedly en- 
tered a deal providing for the 
Cinema firm to produce the first 
ifeature employing the Cinerama 
‘filming and _ projection § process, 
which gives the effect of audience 
participation in happenings on the 
screen. 

Exhibition’s cry for “new dy- 
namics” also was claimed to be at 
jleast partially answered with new 
| developments in the field of color 
| television for large theatre screens. 
Cinema Prod, has retained J. Ar- 
thur Ball, color film engineer, to 
act as its technical consultant in 
|experimentation on the color TV. 
| Firm also is said to be conferring 
|with Arthur Matthews, head of 
Color Television, Inc., on the idea 
of providing theatres with the tint- 
ed video over a closed circuit of 
telephone wires. The system would 
not be subject to Federal Commu- 
nications Commission regulations 
vecause of the private nature of 
transmission which it entails. 

Cinema Prod. was formed by a 
group of 15 circuit operators, with 
M. A. Lightman, Memphis, as pres- 
ident, and Sam Pinanski, Boston, as 
‘board chairman. Production head 
is Lester Cowan, who now is in the 
_east at work on the company’s first 
picture, “The Customer’s Always 
Right,” which uses the Polaroid 
Vectograph system. Actual shoot- 
ing is due in about five weeks. Vec- 
tograph process provides the third 
dimensional effect, but demands 
that the audience use _ colored 
glasses, similar to the stereoscopic 
method introduced in the industry 
about 20 years ago. 

Cinerama appears the most am- 
bitious departure from convention- 
al exhibition since inception of 

(Continued on page 15) 


20th Junkets Pix Crix 





The $4,000,000 stock acquisition 
entails a minimum of cash outlay 
by the university, if any at all. 
The terms specify that if at ma- 
turity of the deal any balance of 
‘the sale price and accrued inter- 
est remains unpaid, stocks inythe 
two chains are to be sold to the 
highest bidder, with the proceeds 
to be applied to payment of the 
balance to UPT. 


| Goldenson also reported sale by 








Leonard Goldenson, president of 
United Paramount Theitres, cau- 
itioned against drawing any con- 
| clusions from the circuit’s earn- 
ings of $7,963,000 for the first nine 
months of 1950. He said in N. Y. 
on Friday (20) that he found it im- 
possible to figure a comparison 
with the 1949 profit because of the 
vast changes in the circuit’s hold- 
,ings made during the past year. 


Coin Statement 


doing for several years. It has not 
set up any definite pattern of buy- 
ing, however, figuring on jumping 
into the market whenever it feels 
the price is right. The 20th move 
|is part of a major refinancing proj- 
ect that has included borrowing of 
$7,500,000 to provide cash to the 
production - distribution company 
from the theatre company when di- 
(Continued on page 18) 





To London, Kramer To 
PR. for ‘Cyrano’ 


The press junket, as an exploita- 
tion-publicity item for a pic, ap- 
pears to be on a comeback after 
almost disappearing during the film 
industry’s economy kick of the past 
few years. 20th-Fox is taking a 
group of metropoliian newspaper 
reviewers to London today (Wed.) 
for the Command Performance 





preem of “The Mudlark” there, 


UPT in the past three months of | Excluding capita] gains ($1,465, 


a number of individual theatres | eal | 
' 000), the earnings for the new nine- | 
(Continued on page 18) month period amounted to $6,498,- | 
in '49, the circuit had a profit, also | 
excluding capital gains, of $7,501,- 
FOR U § THIS WINTER statements issued early this year. | 
icici ,Goldenson said in effect that the, 
Rome, Oct. 24. 








000. For the corresponding period | 
. ? 
MEDIUM, ITALIAN PIC, ' 000, as shown in the Par pro forma 


dium” due fer completion at the ness. Actually, whether it reflects | 
Scalera studio in about two weeks, /even a greater decline or possibly 
the film likely will preem in New an increase is not known because 
York sometime this winter. Gen- of the extensive revision of the 





2 K. C. EXHIBS PLEAD 
GUILTY ON B.0. TAX RAPS 


Kansas City, Oct. 24. | 

Two subsequent-run operators, 
Herman Illmer and Vincil Stamm, | 
pleaded guilty to charges of evad- 


court here Friday (20) 

Judge Albert L. Reeves. 
The two conceived a plan of re- 

selling tickets once-used and dur- | 


before 


while Stanley Kramer Productions 
takes a group to Puerto Rico Nov. 
10 for opening there of “Cyrano.” 

The 20th junketeers will be 
abroad a week, being feted by 
their British newspaper counter- 


, parts prior to the showing for the 


King and Queen at the Empire the- 
atre next Monday (30). Attending 


|i s of Government ad-| are Howard Barnes, Herald Tri- 
drop of $1,003,000 does not mean a| 198 payments of it a . Hera ri 
With Gian Cario Menotti’s “Me- | commensurate drop in theatre busi-| Mittance taxes in U. S. district bune; Alton Cook, World-Telegram 


and Sun; Leo Mishkin, Morning 
Telegraph; Seymour Peck, Com- 
pass; Rose  Pelswick, Journal- 
American, and Archer Winsten, 


adepress contact at the Para- | 
He replaced 





‘eral release for other sections of UPT holdings. .Many new thea-| ing a period from 1944 through | Post. 


Group will also spend a 


the U. S. has not been arranged tres were acquired, many disposed | 1946 cost the Government $7,634, ‘day seeing the sights in Paris. 


as yet. 


| 
| For the picture’s N. Y. debut, 
| special projection equipment will 


|of, and still many more partial 
| ownerships were revised. 


During the 39 weeks in ’49, UPT 


‘ according to William Aull III, as- 
| sistant actorney. 


' 


| The five theatres in which the 


| be installed. Dea! for the venture | reported capital gains of $6,943,000 _two men were involved are the 
was set in the U S. with Menotti)| which, less $155,000 due to Para- Southtown, Tivoli, Strand, Bagdad 
by Pietro Bullivc, who reps Scalera | mount Pictures as rental for the| and Fiesta. The Government in- 


| 
} 


‘in America. Walter Lowendahl, for-|N. Y. Paramount theatre, brought | formations also charged Illmer and_ 


Kramer junket is being spon- 
sored in large part by the govern- 
ment of Puerto Rico as a promo- 
tion for tourism. Group will in- 
clude about 50 daily and trade 
newsmen, mag writers and radio 
people. Locale has been chosen 


} > , “ee hecause it is the birthplace of 
'merly with Transfilms of N. Y., is the total consolidated earnings for | Stamm with assembling a printing | er he birthplace of Jose 


producing while Menotti directs. 
| Latter also adapted the original 
| stage version for the screen. 

| Cast include: Marie Powers, Leo 
|Coleman, Beverly Dame, Belva 
| Kibbler and Don Morgan, all of 
| whom appeared in the N. Y. pro- 
| duction. 


| Only newcomer is Anna Maria) 


| Alberghetti, a 14-year-old colora- 
,tura. When “Medium” winds up 
| she starts a three-picture pact with 
Paramount. Meantime, Menotti's 
“Consul” will be presented at the 
Carlo Fenice in Genoa next month, 
,at the La Scala in Milan, and La 
Fenice, Venice, in January. 


|the period to $14.444,000. 
| UPT earned $2,114,000 in the 
11950 third quarter, excluding cap- 
‘ital gains. This is against the $2,- 
337,000 which the circuit netted in 
the ’49 corresponding quarter but 
here again the comparison is re- 
garded for the most part as mean- 
ingless. 
| $414,000 for the third ’50 quarter. 
Goldenson made the report in a 
letter to stockholders which ac- 
companied third-quarter dividend 
checks in the amount of 50c per 
‘share. Total of 3.261.388 shares 
were outstanding as of last Sept. 
130, he stated. 





Firm had capital gains of | 


| machine and printing their own 
tickets. An investigation by the 
Government in July, 1946, brought 
to light the printing equipment. 
Under the law tickets when print- | 
ed are reported by the manufac- 
turer to the Collector of Internal 
Revenue, giving the bureau an-| 
other method of checking on tax 
payments. The private printing of 
tickets is a vioiation in that it 





| The two men nave been on vir- 

tual probation for nearly four 
years while the Government delib- 
erated and prepared its charges, 
‘according to their attorney. 


‘rrer, star of the film and Puerto 
Rico’s best-known citizen. 

Group takes off from New York 
Friday, Nov. 10, and returns Mon- 
day, Nov. 13. 





D. C. Honors Meakin 
Washington, Oct. 24. 
Hardie Meakin, RKO topper 
here, was awarded a special Board 


_of Trade citation tonight (24) at 
evaded this law, Aull pointed out, | 


ceremonies at the Motion Picture 
Assn. of America headquarters. 
Meakin was singled out for the 
honor because of the many con- 
tributions he has made to local 


| civic life. 
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Fou New Bills Boost L.A.; ‘Get By 
$44,000, ‘Station’ Nice 286, Doorway’ 
Medium 176, Mail’ Fair at $19,000 


Los Angeles, Oct. 

Biz pace is slightly better ioe 
week with four new bills helping. 
Good $44,000 is expected for “Tl 
Get By” in five theatres while | 
“Union Station” also is nice with | 
$28,000 in two. 

“Devil’s Doorway” looks medium | 
$17.000 in two locations. ““Wyom- 





Broadway Grosses 


Estimated Total Gross 
This Week . $478,500 
(Based on 18 theatres.) 
Last Year $496.000 














ing Mail” shapes fair $19,000 in| (Based on 18 theatres.) 
five spots while reissue combo of 
“Mr. Lueky”’ and Lady Takes 
Chance” is only im. Sie.000 in 
two houses. Holdover bills are | “Mister Ca S 
taking a sharp drop. 
Estimates for This Week } 
Los Angeles, Chinese, Uptown, | 9 @ 
Loyola, Wilshire ‘FWC) (2,097; VI é 
2.048; 1,719: 1,248; 2.296; 60-$1\— ’ ; 
“I'll Get By” (20th) and ° vod $44 
in Petticoats’ ‘Rep). Good $44,-} Louisville. Oct. 24. 
000. Last week, “No Way Out” Plenty of fresh fare on down- 
(20th), mild $35,900. i town screens, and with cooler 
Hollywood, Downtown, Wiitern temperatures biz is looking up. 
(WB) (2.756; 1,757; 2.344; 60-$1 “Mister 880” at Rialto is getting 
“Rocky Mountain” (WB) (2d wk).! first call while “Toast Of New 
Light $18,000. Last week, $28.600.; Orleans” at the State looks 
Loew's State, Egyptian (UA) (2) healthy. “Between Midnight and 
404; 1,538; 60-$1)-—"Toast New Or-' Dawn” at the Mary Anderson is 
Jeans” (M-G) and “Law of Pan-' »odest take and “Secret Fury” 
handle” (Mono) ‘Loew’s only) (2d. at Strand is about average. , 
wk). Down to $15,000 in 6 days. 


Estimates for This Week 

Mary Anderson (People's) (1,200: 
45-65)\—“‘Between Midnight § and 
Dawn” (Col). Modest $7.000. Last 
week, “Rocky Mountain” (WB), 
$6.500. 

Rialto ‘Fourth Avenue) (3,000: 
45-65)—“‘Mister 880” (20th). Strong 
enough to be single-billed, 
Shaping for nice $12,000. 
week, “Union Station,” (Par) and 
“The Showdown” ‘Par), $10,000. 

State (Loew's) (3,000; 45-65)— 
“Toast of New Orleans” (M-G) 
“Stars In Crown” (M-G). 
500. Last week, “Wyoming Mail’ 
(U) and “Happy Years” ‘(M-G), 
$10,500. 

Strand (FA) 

“Secret Fury” (RKO) and 
From Tuscon” (RKO). Fairish $4.- 
500. Last week, “Our Very Own” 
(RKO) and “Big Timber” (Mono) 
(m.o.), $2,500 in 4 days. House 
taken over by Masonic Grand 
Lodge for three-day convention 
brought abbreviated booking. 


Last week, okay $28,000. 

Hillstreet, Pantages (RKO) (2.- 
890: 2.812: 50-$1) — “Mr. Lucky” 
(RKO) and “Lady Takes Chance” 
(RKO) (reissues). Mild $18,000. 
Last week, “Walk Softly, Stranger” 
(RKO) and “Border Treasure” 
(RKO), $19,500. 

Los Angeles, Hollywood Para- 
mounts (F&M) (3.398; 1.451; 40-$1) 
—‘Union Station” (Par) and “Cas- 
sino to Korea” (Par). Nice $28.000. 
Last week, “Fancy Pants” (Par) 
{m.o.) (10 days) ‘Hollywood Par 
only), $10,000. 

Orpheum, Hawaii ‘ Metropolitan) 
(2.210; 1,106: 50-$1) — “Devil's 
Doorway” ‘M-G) and “Holiday 
Rhythm” (Lip). Medium $17,000. 
Last week, “Return Jesse James” 
(Lip) with Cab Calloway onstage at 
Orpheum, $17.000. 

United Artists, Ritz, Vogue, Stu- 
dio City, Culver (UA-FWC) (2.100; 
1.370; 885; 880; 1.145; 60-$1) — 
“Wyoming Mail’ (U) and “Hidden 
City” ‘Mono). Fair $19.000 or 
near. Last week, “Surrender” 
(Rep) and “Showdown” (Rep) (6 
davsi, only $12,300. 

Four Star ‘UA) (900; 60-$1) 
“Next Voice’ (M-G) (6th wk). 
Steady $2,000 or near. Last week, Indianapolis, Oct. 24. 
$2 200. Indian summer played a_ hold- 

Fine Arts ‘FWC) ‘679; 60-$1) — over here this week, limiting first- 
“Macbeth” (Rep) (4th wk). Only 
$1,500. Last week, light $1,900. 


Balto Sings Blues But 
‘Admiral’-Codfrev Unit 


‘1,200; 45-65)— 


“Rider 





‘Ocean’ Robust $10,000, 
Indpls.; ‘Way Out’ 7'4G 


| “Copper Canyon” getting town’s 
| top coin at Indiana but “711 Ocean 
Drive,’ good at Loew’s, is com- 
paratively stronger. “No Way 
Out,” at Circle, did not catch on. 


Estimates for This Week 





‘ 65)—"“No Way Out” (20th). Only, 

Hep $19, 000; On Run’ 76 $7,500. wn week, “Three Se- 
\ > ” { , " 

Baltimore, Oct. 24. (RKO). 500. Bunco Squad’ 


This town can't shake off the Indiana ‘G-D) (3.300: 44-65) _ 
slump that has grabbed hold of | “Copper Canyon” (Par) and “Hi-| 
downtown sector in recent weeks Jacked” (Lip). Satisfactory $11, 000. 
and the current list isn't showing | Last week, “Rocky Mountain” (WB) 
any improvement. Best is “The | and “Trial Without Jury” (Rep), 
Admiral Was a Lady.” thanks! $9,500. 
largely to accompanying Arthur| Loew's (Loew's) (2,427; 44-65) — 
Godfrey unit headed up by Bill, “711 Ocean Drive’ (Col) and 
Lawrence and Billy Gilbert, at | “When You're Smiling” (Col). Good 
the combo Hippodrome. Some | $10,000. Last week, “Speedway” 
action is reported for “I'll Get! «(M-G) (2d wk), nice $10,000. 
By.” at the New. while “To Please; Lyrie (G-D) (1,600: 44-65) — 
a Lady” is attracting only fairish “Fireball” (20th) and “Hills of 
response at Loew's Century. Oklahoma” (Rep). Tepid $4,500. 

Estimates for This Week Last week, “Shakedown” ‘U), with 

Century (Loew’s-UA) (3.000: 20- Roy Acuff unit onstage, fair $11,- 


| also is doing well at 


| the Missouri, 


and | 
Last | 


and | 
Oke $9.- | 


run entries to moderate grosses. | 


000. Last week, $25.0@0. 


Circle ‘(Gamble-Dolle) (2,800; 44-| Goldman (Goldman) 1,200; 50-99) | 


“TOAST HOT $19,000, 
- §T.L00, BORN BAD’ 15G 


St. Louis, Oct. 24. 


Trade at the mainstemmers is 
receiving a hypo this stanza in the 
form of cool we ather starting over 


the past weekend. “Toast of New 
Orleans,” helped by a solid bally, 
will grab the biggest biz, with solid 
week at Loew’s. “Born to Be Bad,” 
receiving an okay from the crix, 
Ambassador. 


“Rocky Mountain” looks 


Estimates for This Week 
Ambassador (F&M) (3,000; 
75)—“Born to be Bad” (RKO) and 
“Surrender” (Rep). Fine $15,000 
or near. Last week, “Union Sta- 
tion” (Par) and “House by River” 
(Rep), $14,000. 

Fox (F&M) ‘5.000: 
“Copper Canyon” (Par) and “Hot 
Rod” (Mono). Opened Tuesday 
(24), Last week, “Sleeping City” 
(U) and “Shakedown” ‘U), $12,500. 

Loew's (Loews) (3.172; 50-75) — 
“Toast of New Orleans” ‘(M-G). 
Big $19,000. Last week, “Devil’s 
Doorway” (M-G) and “Stars in 
Crown” (M-G), $16,000. 

Missouri (F&M) (3,500; 60-75)— 
“Rocky Mountain” (WB) 
“Sierra” (U). Mild $7.500. 
week. “Our Very Own” 
and “Desert Hawk” (U 

St. Louis (F&M) (4.000; 
Closed. Last week, “Hamlet” 
fair $6,000. 

Shubert (Ind) 
“Union Station” 


(RKO) 
', $7,000. 

60-75)— 
(U), 


(1.500; 60-75) — 
(Par) and ‘‘House 
by River” ‘Rep) ‘m.o.s), Good 
$7,000. Last week, “Mr. Lucky” 
(RKO) and “Lady Takes Chance” 
(RKO) (reissues), only $3,000, 


Menagerie Fine 





$25,000, Philly 


Philadelphia, Oct. 24. 

New pix are getting most of the 
play currently although biz is/| 
spotty. Saturday night trade was! 
all the theatres could handle but} 
rain is blamed for sluff-off on Sun- 
day. Strongest new entry is “Glass 
Menagerie” which looms fine at the 
Boyd. “Outrage,” backed by ter- 
rific newspaper campaign, shapes 
sturdy. “Born to Be Bad” looks 
neat at Randolph. 

Estimates for This Week 
Aldine (WB) (1,303; 


“City Lights’ (UA) (3d wk). Down 


to $8,000. Last week, bright $11,- | 


300. 

Boyd (WB) (2.360; 50-99)—“Glass 
Menagerie” (WB). Fine $25.000. 
Last week, “Louisa” ‘U) (2d wk), 
$8,000. | 

Earle (WB) (2.700; 50-99)—"Des- | 
ert Hawk” ‘(U). Fair $14,000. Last 
| week, “Sleeping City” (U) (2d wk), 


okay $12,000. 


Fox (20th) (2,250; 50-99)—‘Mis- 
ter 880” (20th) (28 wk). 


—Dark City” (Par) (2d wk). O 
to $10,000 after neat $17,000 opene 
Mastbaum (WB) (4.360; 50-99)— | 
“Tripoli” (WB) (24 wk). Drab $13,-| 
000. Last week, stout $25,000. 
Randolph (Goldman) (2.500; 50- 
'99)—*‘Born to Be Bad” ‘RKO). 


| Neat $20,000. Last week. “Toast of 
' New Orleans” (M-G) (4th wk), fine 
$15.000. 

Stanley (WB) (2.950; 50-99)— 
“Rocky Mountain” «WB) (2d wk). 
Dull $10,000 after disappointing | 
opener at only $15,000. 

Stanton (WB) (1,465; 50-99)— 
“Outrage” (RKO). Sturdy $15,000) 


or near. 
(M-G) (2d wk), solid $8,500. 

Trans-Lux (T-L) (500: 
“Faust and Devil” (Col) (2d wk). 





60\—"To Please a Lady” (M-G). 500 at 50-85¢ scale, /Fair $4,500 after $5.500 for kickoff. with Tabor, Webber. Big $4,500. 
Feirish $9.000. Last week, “Right ~~. | Last week, “Destination Moon” 
Cross” (M-G), mild $7.400. (EL) and “Shakedown” (U), $4,000. 

Hivpodrome (Rannaport) (2.240: ) Do RB M a i ¢:  a- v4 Pe weg 5. ‘1,500; 35- 

20-80)\—“*Admiral Was a Lady” i—““Toast of New Orleans” (M-G) 
(UA) plus Arthur Godfrey unit ef. Owll ut oon e OW 1? ‘(3d wk). Fair $5,000. Last week, | 
headed by Bill Lawrence and Billy fine $9.000. 
Gilbert. Stage avout getting ‘ e + ‘ 9 e oe “oo (1.750; 35-70) 
credit for fine $19.000. Last week, * — “Copper Canyon” ‘Par) and 
“Fireball” (29th) and Don Cor- Louisa 15G Toast Fair $9 (0 id “Cassino to Korea” (Par) ‘2d wk). 
nell and Al Morgan onstage, okay 9 ? 3 Okay $9,500. Last week, big 
$12.300. Rm S $13,000. 

Keith's (Schanberger) (2.460: 20- | Detroit, Oct. 24. and Surrender ‘Rep), $18.000. Denver (Fox) (2,525; 35-74)—“All 
60\—“Woman on Run” ‘U). Fair. This is a slow week, with hold- ,, Palms (UD) (2,900; 70-95) -— About Eve” (20th), day-date with 
$7.000. T.ast week, “Dark City” overs helping to apply the brakes. Rocky Mountain” ‘(WB) and Esquire. Fine $17,000. Last week, 
(Par), $7.200. “Louisa,” at Michigan, looks like ‘Prisoners in Petticoats’ (Mono). “Rocky Mountain” (WB) and “Cus- 

New (Mechanic) (1.800; 20-60)— fair $15,000. Second round of) Not so high at $14,000. Last week, toms Agent” (Col), $15,000. 

“I'l! Get By” (20th). Nice $10.000. “Blue Heaven” may hit modest|““The Men” (UA) and “Kiss for, Esquire (Fox) (742; 35-74)—“All 
Last week. “Mister 880” (20th) (2d $18,000 at the Fox. Standout is | Corliss’ (UA), same. Abonut Eve” (20th), also Denver. 
wk). $6,000. “Destination Moon,” shaping good |, Madison (UD) (1.800; 70-95) — Nice $4,000. Last week, “Rocky 

Mayfair (Hicks) (980; 20-70\—‘$12.000 at the Adams. “Rocky “Toast. New Orleans” (M-G) (2d Mountain” (WB) and “Customs! 
“Conper Canyon” (Par) (2d wk).' Mountain” looks oke $14,000 at Wk). Fairish $9,000. Last week, | Agent” (Col). $3,500. 
Fairly steady $5.000 on heels of Palms. 5 fine- $12,000. Orpheum ‘RKO) (2.600; 35-74)— 
$7.700 getawav. Holds again. Estimates for This Week Adams (Balaban) (1,700; 70-95) “Life of Own” (M-G) and “Shot 

Stanley (WB) (3.280; 20-75)—) F Fox-D , 8) —'‘Destination Moon” (EL). Solid | Billy the Kid” (Lip). Good $13,000 | 
“Rreaking Point” (WB). Okay $9.- ox (Fox-Detroit) (5.000; 70-95) $12,000. Last week, “Lady With- | or near. Last week, “Devil's Door- | 
500. Last week. “Three Secrets”, =~, Blue _ Heaven (20th) own | Sa onal (M-G) (2d wk), | way” (M-G) and “Lady Without 
(WB). mild $8,000. Shakedown” (U) (2d wk). Down ! $59 | Passport” (M-G), $13,500. 

__Town (Rappaport) (1.500; 35-65) -° slow $18,000. Last week, good Raion (Balaban) (2.900; 70-| Paramount (Fox) (2.200; 35-74) —_ 

“dge of Doom” (RKO). Opens , $27.00. 95)— “High Lonesome” (EL) and | “Mr, 880” (20th) and “Hot Rod” | 
tore -rrow ‘Wed.) mg a | ag tenes neg | oe ean 600; “I Killed Geronimo” ‘EL). Poor 

p ’, Stranger” (RKO), Hit oke —‘“Louisa” (U). Fair $15,000. $5,000. Last week, “Ri ross” “ 
$6,000. i Last week, “Three Secrets” (WB) (M-G), $6,000. - \~ ag ae eg 


mild at 


60- | 


60-75) —| 





and ! 
Last | 


iat Capitol, 
| of Rory Calhoun 
| Baron, 





“Saddle Tramp ” (U). 


50-99) — | by 


, tain” 


Hefty $19,- 


Last week. “Right Cross” | 
50-99)— | 





Hub Still Slow Albeit ‘Menagerie’ 


Strong $18,000; 





Doorway Dim 266 





Key City Grosses 


Estimated Total Gross 
This Week . $2,163,500 
(Based on 24 cities, 197 the- 
atres, chiefly first runs, includ- 
ing N. z ) 
Total Gross Same Week 
Last Year $2,681,000 
(Based on 24 cities, and 205 
theatres. ) 








+ Boston, Oct. 


| 


i “Devil's 


' with 
appointing. 





Secret Aces In 
D.C., Sock $9,500 : 


Washington, Oct. 24. 

Deluge of westerns along main 
stem is stifling biz in current ses- 
sion. With oaters at every mid- 
town house but the arters, there’s 
not enough variety to lure the 
public. Indian summer and the 
draw of the outdoors also is hurt- 
ing. Sole standout is ‘State 
Secret,” which is big, but no- 
where near record breaking, at 
the bandbox Playhouse. “Furies” 
hypoed by personals 
and wife Lita 
is fairly good. 

Estimates for This Week 

Capitol (Loew’s) (2,434; 44-85)— 
“The Furies” (Par) plus vaude. 
Nice $20,000. Last week, “Right 
Cross” (M-G) plus vaude, $19,000. 

Dupont (Lopert) (378; 50-85)— 
“Outsider” (Indie). 
Last week, “Walls of Malapaga” 
(Indie) (2d wk), okay $2,500. 

Keith’s (RKO) (1,939; 44-80)— 
Fair $8,000. 
Last week, “Walk Softly, Stranger” 


(RKO), good $11,000. 

Metropolitan (Warner) (1,163: 
44-74) — “Showdown” (Rep) and 
“Dakota” (Rep) (reissue). Combo 
of first-run and oldie not helping, 
with slow $4,000. Last week. 
“Fighting Command” (Indie) and 
“Fury of Sky” (Indie) (reissues), 
$4,500. 


Palace (Loew's) (2,370: 44-74)— 
Flags West” (20th). 
$18,000. Last week, “Mister 
(20th), $17,000. 

Playhouse (Lopert) (485; 50-85)— 


80” 


| “State Secret” (Col). Topping town 
with $9,500, very solid for small. | 
‘seater. Last week, 


“No Way Out”! 
(20th) (5th wk), so-so $3,500. 
. Warner (WB) (2,164; 44-74)—) 
“Copper Canyon” (Par). Slight 
$10,000. Last week, “Rocky Moun- | 
(WB), okay $12,000. 
Trans-Lux (T-L) (654; 44-80)— 
“Bad Lord Byron” (Indie). Satis- 
factory $5,000 for arty British im-' 
port. Last week, “Eye Witness” 
EL), dull $6,500 for 10 days. 


“Eve’ Torrid $21,000, 
Denver; ‘Life’ Brisk 13G 


Denver, Oct. 24. 
“All About Eve” is taking top 





' money this week, with nice takings 


at two theatres. Idea of not seat- 
ing during filming was junked 
after a brief try, 
up at once. “Life of Own” 
good at Orpheum. 
is big in two spots. 
Estimates for This Week 

Aladdin (Fox) (1.400; 35-74) — 
“Two Flags West” (20th) and 
“State Penitentiary” (Col), day-date 


shapes 
“Mister 880” 


(Continued on page 22) 


So-so $3,500. | 


' and 


ri | 
Firm 


- 85)\—"“Hell 


and biz picked | 


'—‘Right Cross” (M-G). 


i “Stars 


| (370: 85-$1) — “Mrs. 
; (U) 


dren” (Indie) (2¢ wk), 


24. 
Biz still shapes mild to slow at 


first-runs here with new produci at 
majority of houses failing to garne r 
‘up to hopes. “Glass Menagerie” 


| opened fairly strong at the Met 


and will probably lead the town. 
Doorway” at State and 

is sluggish. “Rocky 
Mountain” at Paramount and Fen- 
way is only mild with “Hamlet” 
pop prices at Memorial dis- 


Orpheum 


Estimates for this Week 
Astor (Jaycox) (1,200; 50-95)— 
“Edge of Doom” (RKO) (3d wk). 
Down to oke $6,000. Last week, 
7,500. 


Boston (RKO) 
“Mr. Lucky” 
Takes Chance” 


(3,200; 40-85)— 
(RKO) and “Lady 
(RKO) (reissues), 
About $10,000. Last week, 
“Wvoming Mail’ (U) and “Fares 
_well to Yesterday” (20th), $9,000. 
Fenway (NET) (1.373; 40-85:\—~ 
“Rocky Mountain” (WB) and “Sur- 
render” (Rep). Slender $4.800. Last 
week, “Copper Canyon” (Par) and 
“Hidden City” (ndie), $5.500. 
Memorial (RKO) (3,500; 40-85) 
—‘Haffilet” (U). First time at pop 
prices but shaping only $12,000, 


Last week. ‘“‘Woman on Run” ‘U), 
nice $16.000. 

Metropolitan (NET) (4.367: 40- 
85i—*‘Glass Menagerie” (WB) and 
“Admiral Was a Lady” (UA). Fair- 
ly strong $18,000. Last week, “Mr. 


830" (20th) and 
(Mono), same. 


Orpheum (Loew's) (3,000; 40-85) 
—‘“‘Devil’s Doorway” ‘(M-G) and 
“David Harding,” (Col). Fair $17.- 
000. Last week, “Toast of New 
Orleans” (M-G), $20,500. 

Paramount (NET) (1,700; 40-85) 
—‘‘Rocky Mountain” (WB) and 
“Surrender” (Rep). Mild $10,000. 
Last week, “Copper Canyon” (Par) 
“Hidden City” (Indie), neat 
$14,000. 

State (Loew's) 


“County "Fair? 


(3,500; 40-85)— 


“Devil's Doorway” (M-G) and 
“David Harding,” (Col). Dim $9,- 
000. Last week, “Toast New 
Orleans” (M-G), $12,000. 





‘Get By’ Fancy $23,000, 
Frisco, ‘Cross’ Sturdy 


- 186, ‘On Run’ Fat 136 


San Francisco, Oct. 24. 


Boxoffice takings are pushing up 
slightly here this week, with “I'll 
Get By” taking the biggest 
money. It looms sturdy at the Fox. 
“Right Cross” shapes nice at War- 
field while ‘Woman on Run” looks 
pleasing at Orpheum. “Dark City” 
is rated mild at St. Francis. ‘De- 
_ported” will be nice on four-day 
holdover at United Artists after 
trim opening round. “Stars in 


| Crown” is only fair at Paramount. 


Estimates for This Week 


Go'den Gate (RKO) (2.859; 60- 
Town” (Indie) and 
“Buffalo Stampede” (Indie) ‘re- 
issues). Good $14.000. Last week, 
“Walk Softly, Stranger” (RKO) 
and “Square Dance Katy” (Mono), 
$19,500. 

Fox ‘(FWC) (4,651; 60-95)—"T'll 
Get By” (20th). Sturdv $23.000 or 
near. Last week, “Mister 880" 
(20th) and “The Lost Volcano” 
(Mono), fine $20,000. 

Warfield (Loew's) (2,656: 60-85) 
Nice $18,- 
“Toast Of New 
big $14,- 


000. Last week, 
Orleans” (M-G) (2d wk), 
500. 


Paramount (Par) (2,646: 60-85)— 
In Crown” (M-G) and 
=: ‘Laughing Ladv” (Indie). Fair 


$13.000 or less. Last week. “Union 
Station” (Par) (2d wk), $7.500 in 
4 days. 


St. Francis (Par) (1.400: 60-85)— 
“Dark City’ (Par). Mild $11,000. 
Last week, “Copper Canyon” (Par) 
(2d wk), 8 days, $7,500. 

Orpheum (No. Coast) (2.472; 55- 
85'\—“Woman On Run” ‘U) and 
“Adam and Evalyn” ‘U). Pleasing 
$13.000. Last week, “Gild»” (Co!) 
and “Platinum Blonde” ‘Col) ‘re- 
issues), $12,500. 

United Artists (No. Coast) (1.208; 


| 55-85)—"Deported” (U) (2d wk-+ 
yy Nice $4,000. Last week, 
7 


Stagedoor (Ackerman - Rosener) 
Fitzherber' 
(24d wk). Holding at $2,800. 
Last week, fine $3,100. mt 
Clay (‘(Rosener) (400; 65.85)— 
“Paris Waltz” (Indie). Good $3. 
500. Last week. “Woman Of *. 


dl (Indie) (3rd wk) ‘m.0.), 
00 

Larkin (Rosener) (400; 65-85'— 
'(Mono), day-date with Rialto. Big “Paris Waltz” ndie). Good $3. Ce 
“The Chi 
$2,200. 


or near. Last week, 
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+ Better Pix Up Chi: ‘Get By -Stage 


Fat at $48,000, ‘Menagerie’-Rascals 
OK 426, ‘Panic- Fireball’ Loud 186 


Chicago, Oct. 24. + 


Some top-drawer product is re-, 
ng Loop with steadier biz | 
ssion, Pacing new entries is | 

“oi, Get By” with Kay Armen and 


Jan August heading stageshow at 
\ od $48,000. “Panic In The | 
5 is” and “Fireball” is heading ! 


h $18,000 at State-Lake. 
Palace's “Desert Hawk” and “On 
| of Samoa” should snare firm | 
$13,000 or near, “Glass Menagerie” | 
and Minevitch’s Harmonica Rascais 
js okay $42,000 at Chicago. 


Pacing holdovers, ‘Destination 


Moon” is crowding sock first week 
ficure with hefty $16,000 in second 
ai Roosevelt. “Walk Softly .| 
Siranger” is heading for nice! 
s1).000 in second United Artists ! 


i e while Grand second-weeker 
‘ e of Doom,’ has mere $8,500 
Third round of “Sunset 
steady $15,000 at 


In ni 
nievard” is 


Estimates for This Week 


Chicago (B&K) (3,000; 50-98)— 
"Glass Menagerie” (WB) and Bor- 
rill Mineviteh Harmonica Rascals 


topping stageshow. Okay $42.000. 
Last week, “Copper Canyon” (Par) 
and Georgia Gibbs heading stage 
bil! (2d wk), -$22,000. 

Grand (RKO) (1,200; 50-98)— 
‘kdge of Doom” (RKO) (2d wk), 
Down to $8,500. Last week, fancy 
$12. 000. 


Oriental (Indie) 3,400; 50-98)— 
“il Get By” (20th) with Kav 
Armen and Jan August topping 
siage bill. Very good $48.000, Last 
wee! ‘Mister 880" (20th) pius 


Harmonieats and DeMarco Sisters 


onstage (2d wk', $31,000. 

Palave (RKO) 2,500; 50-98)—) 
“Desert Hawk” (U) and “Isle of 
Samoa’ (Col. Firm $13,000. -Last | 
week, “Fuller Brush Girl” (Col) plus 


Belle Baker, apd Smith and Dale 
onstage, nsh $¥B,000. 

Roosevelt (B&K) (1,500; 50-98)'— 
“Destination Moon” (EL) (2d wki.: 
Lott, $16.000, Last week, sock 
$23. 000 


Stace Lake (B&K) (2,700; 50-98) 


— Panic In Streets” (20th) and 
“Fireball” (20th). Loud $18.000. 


Last week, “Breaking Point” (WB) 
(2d wk!, $10,000, 

United Artists (B&K) (1,700; 50- 
0)" Walk = Softly, Stranger” , 
(RKO) 2d wk), Off to $10,000. Last 
Week, tine $14,000. 

Woods (Essaness) (1,073; 98)—. 
"Sunset Boulevard” (Par) (3d wk. 
Steady $15,000. Last week, big) 
$22,000 | 

World «Indie) (587; 80\—“Devil | 
In Flesh” (Undie) (6th wk), Neat 
$4.000. Last week, $5,000. 


Cincy Perks Up; Gable 
Hotsy $14,000, ‘Fuller’ 
Boosted by Vaude, 196 


: Cincinnati, Oct. 24. 
Biz at downtown stands is rosy 
this round. “To Please A Lady” | 
is racking up a hotsy figure at 
Grand to lead boxoffice parade, | 
— is bolstering for “Fuller 
aval Girl” at Albee for pleasing | 
Sire “So Young, So Bad” is 
heath at Palace and “Woman On 
tun” looms fairish in Keith's. 
Estimates for This Week 
i, silbee (RKO) (3,100; 55-94) —! 
p. ae Brush Girl” (Col) with | 
ee vaude unit headed by Belle | 
ie ‘r plus Smith and Dale. Pleas- | 
18 $19.000. Last week, “Rocky | 
ibe aeot (WB), mild $9,000 at 
Yi9C Scale, 
9; Capitol (Mid-States) (2,000; 55- 
ig Tripoli” (Par) (2d wk). Mod- 
p 56,900 after okay $9,000 bow. | 
P} ‘rand (RKO) (1,400; 55-75)—“To 


i's A Lady” (M-G), Hotsy $14,- 





} 


' 


‘DO Gable starrer. Last week, 
rh \" (UA) and “Cassino to 
se Par), tepid $6,500. 
7 mer (Mid-States) (1,542; 55- | 
ish $5,500. Lon Run” (U). Fair- | 
00. Last w " | 
awk’ ty), RY week, . “gg 
(RKO) (1,500; 55-75) —| 
aie os Mountain” (WB) (m.o.) 
Indio Atrocities Ft. Santiago” | 
~~ ane “Before White Man | 
coc, egtndie). So-so $4,500. Last | 
split) «¢ 2PPer Canyon” (Par) (m.o.) 
“yee Pde Leathernecks Have | 
Pi (eae and “Join Ma- 
, >) (reissues), 000, | 
‘ Palace (RKO) (2.600: 35:75) —| 
‘Oung, So Bad” (UA). All! 
900. Last week, “Walk 
Stranger” (RKO), $10,000. ! 


fare all 
ishowings being made by “Louisa” 





Estimates Are Net 

Film gross estimates as re- 
ported herewith from the vari- 
ous key cities, are net. i.e., 
without the 20° tax. Distribu- 
tors share on net take, when 
plaving percentage, hence the 
estimated figures are net in- 
come, 

The parenthetic admission 
prices, however, as indicated, 
include the U. S. amusement 
tax. 


‘LOUISA’ LUSH $8,000, 
PORT., ‘CANYON’ 146 


Portland, Ore.. Oct. 24. 








Bard-Ballet Blooey 


Combination of Shakespeare and 
ballet on one film program proved 
an indifferent boxoffice lure on 
Broadway last week. “Henry V’ 





| Was teamed With a short feature 


| 
' 


featuring the Sadler’s Wells ballet 
iroupe at the Gotham theatre, 
which draws on the passerby trade 
almost exclusively, with little news- 
aper or other promotion outside 
the Times Square area. 

_The house spot-booked the com- 
bination for last Wednesday (18) 


and Thursday and drew an esti-| 


mated $800 for the two days which 
represents sluggish business. 


Tramp $12,000 





| In Laggard K.C. 


! Kansas City, Oct. 24. 


Biz is sluggish on theatre row, 
this week. “Saddle Tramp” in 
three Fox Midwest houses is only 
fair while “Devil's Doorway” at 
Midland looks slim. “Copper Can- 


Biz is continuing on the upgrade yon” at Paramount is fairly neat. 


in all first-run houses with fine 
product available. “Copper Can- 
yon,” “No Way Out,” and “Louisa” 
new this week with best 


and “Canyon.” 


Estimates for This Week 
Broadway (Parker) (1,850; 50-85) 


'—**fouisa’ (U) and “Savage Horde” 


(Rep). Fancy $8,000. Last week, 
“Rocky Mountain” (WB) and 
“Woman From _ Headquarters” 


(Rep), $11,600. 


Mayfair (Parker) (1.500; 50-85)— 


“Mister 880" (20th) 
Fair’ (Mono) (m.o.). Fine $5,500. 
Last week, “The Fireball” (20th) 
and “Destination Murder’ (RKO) 
(2 days), only $800. 

Oriental (Evergreen) (2,000; 50- 
85)— “Copper Canyon” (Par) and 
“Cassino to Korea” (Par), day-date 
with Orpheum. Big $6,000 or over. 


and ‘‘County 


| Last week, “Mister 880" (20th) and 


“County Fair” (Mono), $5,800. 
Orpheum (Evergreen) (1,750; 50- 


85) — “Copper Canyon” (Par) and | 


“Cassino to Korea” (Par), also Or- 
iental. Good $8,000. Last week, 
“Convicted” (Col) and “High 
Jacked” (Indie), good $6.400. 

Paramount (Evergreen) (3,400: 
50-85)—""No Way Out” (20th) and 
“Farewell Yesterday” (20th). Oke 
$9,000. Last week, “Mister 880” 
(20th) and “County Fair’ (Mono), 
$9,300. 

United Artists (Parker) (890: 50- 
85)—"'Three Secrets” (WB) (2d wk). 


'Down to $5,500. Last week, excel- 


lent $8,200, 





‘Treasure’ Rich $23,000, 


Mont’l; ‘Deported’ 146 


Montreal, Oct. 24. 
Biz is running well over average 


here this week with “Treasure 
Island” looking best newcomer 
being smash at Loew's. Personals 


over weekend by Marta Toren for 
“Deported.” and fact that film was 


| 55-75)—" All 


i 


written by localite Lionel] Shapiro } 


Princess. 
Estimates for This Week 
Palace (C.T.) (2,625; 34-60) — 
“Tea for Two” (WB) (3d wk). Hold- 
ing well at $13,000 following $15,- 
500 for second. 
Capitol (C.T.) (2,412; 34-60) — 


_“Rogues Sherwood Forest” (Col). 


Nice $18,000. Last week, “Fancy 
Pants” (Par) (2d wk), $13,000. 
Princess (C.T.) (2,131; 34-60) — 
“Deported” (U). Fancy $14,000. 
Last week, “711 Ocean Drive” 


| (Col) (2d wk), $12,000. 


Loew's (C.T.) (2,855; 40-65) — 
“Treasure Island” (RKO). 
$23,000. Last week, “Crisis” (M-G), 
$18,500. 

Imperial (C.T.) (1,839; 34-60) — 


' getting this a fancy week at the,| 


Smash | 


Brightest spot is the little Kimo 
doing smash biz reissue of “City 
Lights.” Weather here no help to 
theatres. 

Estimates for This Week 

Esquire ‘Fox Midwest) (820; 45- 
65)—"'Gow” (Indie! and “Isle of 
Destiny” (Indie). Barely average 
$3,000. Last week, “Ox-Bow In- 
cident” (20th) and “Man Hunt” 
(20th) (reissues), sagged to $2,800. 

Kimo (Dickinson) (550; 50-75) — 
“City Lights” (UA) (reissue). Pack- 
ing them in, with about all this 
/small house can cram in at $3,200. 
|Playing nights plus Saturday-Sun- 
day matinees. Holds. Last week, 
“Royal Affair’ (Indie) (reissue), 
poor $1,200. 

Midland (Loew's) (3,500; 45-65) 
— “Devil's Doorway” (M-G) and 
“Father Makes Good" (Mono). 
Slim $10,000. Last week, “The 
i'Men” (UA) and “Happy Years” 
(M-G), likewise dull. 

Missouri (RKO) (2,650; 45-65) — 
“The Torch” (Indie) and “Gun 
Crazy” (UA) slow $8,000. Last 
|; week, “Walk Softly, Stranger” 
'(RKO) and “Tyrant of Sea” (Col), 
nice $11,000. 

Qrpheum (Fox Midwest) (1,913; 
About Eve” (20th). 
Opened Sunday (22) on three-a- 
day schedule, and getting mod- 
erate play. Likely to go second 


week. Last week, not open as 
first-run. 
Paramount (United Par: (1,900; 


45-65)—"Copper Canyon” (Par). 
Neat $10.000. Last week, “Rocky 
Mountain” (WB), same. 

Tower - Uptown- Fairway (Fox 
Midwest) (2,100; 2,043; 700; 45-65) 
—"‘Saddle Tramp” (U). Fair $12,- 
000. Last week, “Mr. 880° (20th), 
$13,500. 





‘Get By’ Pacing Prov., 
Tall $12,000; ‘City’ 106 


Providence, Oct. 24. 
Just a so-so week hereabouts 
with Majestic’s “I'll Get By” head- 
ing the list. Holding their own 
are RKO Albee’s “Sleeping City,” 
which is okay and State's “Devil's 

Doorway,”’ only average 

brought in at last minute. 
Estimates for This Week 
Albee (RKO) (2,200; 
“Sleeping City” (U) and “Trail to 
Tombstone” (Lip). Steady $10,000. 
Last week, “Walk Softly, Stranger” 
(RKO) and “Snow Dog” (Mono), 

snappy $12,000. 

Fay’s ‘Fay! (1,400; 44-65)—“Re- 


‘turn of Jesse James” ‘Lip’ and 
‘vaude onstage. Good $6,000. Last 
week, “Killed Geronimo” (Rep) 


“Desert Hawk” (U) and Hi-Jacked’ | 
(U) (2d wk). Off to $8,000 after 


huge $14,500 opener. 


‘Arrow’ Smash $20,000, 
Toronto; ‘Morning’ 146 


Toronto, Oct. 24. 
“Broken Arrow” is smash at 
Imperial for top money in city 
with “Morning Departure’ also 





garnering strongly on its topical ; 


navy theme. Most other pix at 
major deluxers are hoidovers but 
overall total is very satisfactory. 
Estimates for This Week 
Downtown, Glendale, Scarboro, 
State (Taylor) (1,059; 955; 698; 694: 
35-57) — “Convicted” (Col) and 


“Rookie Fireman” (Col). Nice 
$13,500. Last week, “County Fair’ 
(Mono) and “Triple Trouble 


(Mono), $11,000. 
Eglington, Victeria (FP) (1,180; 
1,140; 38-57)—"Outlaw” RKO) (2d 


(Continued on page 22) 
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and vaude, nice $7,000. 

Majestic (Fay) (2,200; 44-65)— 
“T'll Get By” (20th) and “Big Tim- 
ber” (Mono). Strong $12,000. Last 
week, "Rocky Mountain” -WB) and 
Rhythm” (Lip), nifty 
$13,000. 

Metropolitan (Snider) (3,100; 44- 
65)—"No Way Out” (20th) and 
“County Fair’ (Mono). Opened 
Sunday (22). Last week, “Break- 
ing Point” (WB), fairish $3,000 in 


_4 days. ) 
State (Loew! (3,200; 44-65)— 
“Devil's Doorway” ‘(M-G) and 


“Good News” (M-G) (reissue). Last- 
minute switch necessitated by ban- 
ning of “Third Time Lucky” by lo- 
cal censor. Average $14,000. Last 
week. “Life of Own” ‘M-G) and 
“Texan Meets Calamity Jane” 
(Rep), neat $16,000. 

Strand ‘Silverman? 
65)—""Dark City” (Par). Opened 
Monday ‘23 Last week, “Yrire- 
ball” (20th) and “Holy Year 1950” 
(20ih), dim $4,000, 


(2.200; 44- 


since | 


44-65)— 


Bway NSH; ‘Dark 





! ‘Eve’ Soars 


Broadway first-run 
grosses currently are backing away 
from last week’s sizeable figures, 
a combination of moderate fare and 


/numerous holdovers putting the | 


| brakes on trade. Return of warmer 
weather also figured as a detri- 
| ment, while more important grid 
contests and TV for some of them 
did little to help business. 

“Dark City” with Morey Ams- 
terdam, Charles Ventura band and 
Janis Paige topping stage bil! is 
giving the Paramount a nice $56,- 
000, but not up to hopes. “Three 
Secrets” plus Ella Logan and Gil 
|Lamb heading stageshow is very 
sluggish at $31,000 at the Strand. 

“Wyoming Mail” apparently is 
proving anew that New Yorkers are 
fed up on a diet of westerns, be- 
ing light $13,000 at the Criterion. 
| New bill at the Palace also is on 
the disappointing side. “Pancho 
Villa Returns,.”’ indie pic produced 
in Mexico, is giving Rialto one of 
its best weeks in some time, with 
big $10,000 probable. 


Resumption of standard continu- 


| ous showing policy at the Roxy is 
| boosting “All About Eve” in sec- 

ond frame ahead of its opening 

week figure. With only 30-minute 
| stageshow headed by Martha Stew- 
|art and the Blackburn Twins and 
iceshow, it looks to hit sock $112,- 
000 as against $90,000 for initial 
; session. The house started admit- 


‘ting patrons to the balcony while | 


film was on the screen starting 
on Tuesday (17), with regular house 
| policy restored in full Friday (20), 
initial day of second stanza. Boom 
/ at the Roxy cut into trade at near- 
‘by Capitol, Music Hall and Rivoli. 

Final (4th) week of “Glass Me- 


, 


nagerie” with stageshow is holding 
to about $98,000 at the Music Hall. 
*“Miniver Story” replaces tomorrow 

(Thurs.). “Louisa” opened nicely 
| yesterday (Tues.) at the Mayfair 
|after 10 highly profitable weeks of 
| “Treasure Island.” Second week of 

“Trio” is holding very strongly 
with $17,000 at the Sutton. 
Estimates for This Week 

Astor (City Inv.) (1,300; 55-$1.50) 
—‘Edge of Doom” (RKO) (12th 
wk). Still dull takings at about $4.- 
500 after $5,200 last week. ‘‘Amer- 
ican Guerilla in Philippines” (20th) 
slated to open Nov. 7. 

Bijou (City Inv.) (589; $1.20- 
$2.40)—“‘Red Shoes” (EL) (105th 
wk). Holding around same level as 
recently, with not much over $5,000 
probable a $5,500 last. round. 
Continues 

Capitol (Loew's) (4,820; 55-$1.50) 
—‘Life of Own” (M-G) with Rich- 
ard Himber orch, 3 Suns, 
Russell with Della, Jerry Colonna 
onstage (2d-final-wk). Looks only 
about $41,000 or under in final 
, eight days, mild, and down sharply 
from first session. Last week, big 
| $61,000, albeit not up to expec- 
tancy, but reflecting overflow from 
| scheduled-performances policy at 
| nearby Roxy that week. “To Please 
Lady” (M-G) with Billy Daniels, 
Pupi Campo orch opens tomorrow 
(Thurs.). 

Criterion (Moss) (1,700; 50-$1.75) 
—"‘Wyoming Mail” (U). Looks light 
$13,000 or near. Last week, ‘“Mid- 
night and Dawn” (Col) (2d wk), 
$7,000. 

Globe (Brandt) (1,500; 50-$1.20) 
—"‘Walk S&ftly, Stranger” (RKO) 
| (2d wk). Off to $8,000 this round, 
'after fine $14,000 opener. 

Mayfair (Brandt? (1,736; 50-$1.20) 
—‘‘Louisa” (U). Opened yesterday 
(Tues.). Last week, “Treasure Is- 
land” (RKO) (10th wk), wound up 
at $6,000 after okay $8,000 for 
ninth frame, making it highly prof- 
'itable longrun 

Palace ‘RK¢ ,700; 55-$1.20)— 
“He’s a Cockeyed Wonder" (Col) 
and vaude. Looks to reach fair 
$17,500. Last week, “Admiral Was 
Lady” ‘UA) with vaude, nice $19,- 
500, over hopes. 

Paramount (Par) (3,664; 55-$1.50) 
—“Dark City” (Par) with Morey 
Amsterdam, Janis Paige, Charles 
Ventura orch heading stageshow 
(2d wk). First week ended last 
night ‘Tues.’ wound up at nice $46.- 
000. Last week, “Union Station” 
(Par) plus Duke Ellington orch, 
Sarah Vaughan onstage (2d wk), 
$56,000. 

Park Avenue (U) (583; 90-$1.50) 
—*‘*Madness of Heart” ‘U) (2d wk). 
Shapes lightweight $5.000 in 8 days 
of holdover frame after $6,500 
opener. “Mad Queegs (Indie) opens 
tomorrow ‘Thurs X 

Radio City Music Hall (‘Rockefel- 
lers) (5,945; 80-$2.40/\—"Glass Me- 
nagerie” (WB) and stageshow (4th- 
final wk). Finishing four-week run 
at $98.000, after good $125,000 for 
third round. “Miniver Story” (M- 


G) opens tomorrow ‘Thurs.!. 
Rialto Mage: (594: 44-98)— 
“Pancho Vill: Returns” (Indie). 


Strong bally with special appeal toi 


theatre , Spanish-speaking 


Andy | 


City’-Stage Nice 


$56,000, ‘Secrets’-Vaude Lean 136, 


to Socko 1126 in 2d 


population is 
' bringing big $10,000 or near. Holds. 
Last week, “Next of Kin” (Indie) 
(reissue) and “Last Bomb” (Indie), 
mild $5,200. 


Rivoli (UAT-Par) (2,092; 90- 
| $1.25)—“Two Flags West” (20th) 
(2d wk). First holdover stanza end- 


ing today (Wed.) is way off at $19 
000 after fine $27,500 opening week. 
Latter was a bit below hopes and 
again reflected overflow from near- 
by Roxy. Continues. 

Roxy (20th) (5,886; 80-$1.75)—~ 
“All About Eve” (20th) with Martha 
Stewart and Blackburn Twins, ice- 
show onstage (2d wk). Soaring to 
great $112,000 as a result of resum- 
ing continuous policy in full last 
'Friday, first day of this round. 
Stays on indef. First week hit big 
| $90,000, with trade picking up when 
| house started permitting patrons 
into balcony while pic was on 
screen starting on Tuesday (17). 
Scheduled-performnace setup was 
wiped out in toto on Friday (20). 

State (Loew's) (3,450; 55-$1.50)— 
“Toast of New Orleans” (M-G) (4th 
wk). Still profitable at $15,000 after 
stout $20,000 last week. Stays un- 
til Nov. 2, when “Craig's Wife” 
(Col) opens. 

Strand (WB) (2,756; 55-$2)— 
|“Three Secrets” (WB) plus Ella 
Logan, Gil Lamb topping stage bill. 
| Not getting far despite some nice 
‘reviews on film, with tepid $31,000 
'or under probable. Holds. Last 
| week, “Breaking Point” (WB) with 
| Lisa Kirk, Borrah Minevitch Ras- 
| cals, Georgie Tapps onstage (2d 
i wk), $28,000. 
| Sutton (R & B) (561; 90-$1.50)— 
“Trio” (Par) (3d wk). Second frame 
ended Monday (23) held to smash 
$17,000. First week registered new 
all-time high of $19,600, terrific, 
‘and only possible via addition of 
extra shows. In for long run. 


Trans-Lux 60th St. (T-L) (453; 
74-$1.50)—**Kind Hearts” (EL) 
(20th wk). Holding fairly well with 
$4,500 after nice $6,200 last week. 
Stays on. 

Victoria (City Inv.) (1,060; 95- 
$1.50) —“State Secret”. (Col) (4th 
wk). Third round ended last night 
(Tues.) dipped sharply to about 
$16,000 after big $21,000, unusu- 
ally strong for second week. Stays 
on, with “Red Shoes” (EL) due to 
supplant on pop-price run Noy. 23, 





Mpls. Improves, ‘Mister’ 
$14,000, ‘City’ Fair 96, 
‘Point’ Oke at $8,000 


Minneapolis, Oct. 24. 

Such screen stalwarts as “Mr, 
880,” “Breaking Point” and “Sleep- 
ing City” are proving boxoffice 
vitamins to help overall picture 
this week. Trade is a bit better 
than recently but still under par 
considering. Still another new- 
comer, “A Lady Without Passport,” 
is falling well behind the leaders. 

Estimates for This Week 

Century (Par) (1,600; 50-70) — 
“Lady Without Passport’ ‘(M-G). 
Mild $5,000. Last week, “Hamlet” 
(U) (2d run), light $4,200. 

Radio City (Par! (4,000; 50-70)— 
“Mister 880" (20th). Good $14.000. 
Last week, “Three Secrets” (WB), 
‘sad $9,000. 

RKO-Orpheum (RKO) (2,800; 50- 
70) — “Sleeping City” (U). « Fair 
$9.000. Last week, “Walk Softly, 
Stranger” (RKO), $9,500. 

RKO-Pan (RKO) (1,600; 50-70)— 
“The Freak” (Indie) and “Ingagi” 
. (Indie) (reissues). Mild $6,500. Last 
week, “Saddle Tramp” (U) and 
“Bunco Squad” (RKO), $6,000. 

State (Par) (2,300; 50-70) — 
“Breaking Point” (WB). Okay $8,- 
000. Last week, “No Way Out” 
(20th), good $10,500. 

World (Mann) (400; 50-85) — 
“Walk Softly, Stranger’ (RKO) 
(m.o.). Here after an initial Or- 
pheum fling. Fair $2,400. Last 
week, “Gigi” (Indie) (2d wk), okay 
$2,500. 





Ak-Sar-Ben Bops Omaha, 
‘Way Out’ Okay $10,000 


Omaha, Oct. 24. 

Ak-Sar-Ben festivities, TV, foot- 
ball and mild weekend weather 
are combining to hammer down 
grosses here. “No Way Out” at 
Paramount looks best with okay 
session. “High Lonesome” opened 
mildly and stayed only four days 
at the Orpheum. “Breaking Point” 
at Brandeis looms only slim. 

Estimates for This Week 

Paramount ‘Tristates! (2.800; 16- 

65)—"No Way Out” (20th Likely 


(Continued om page 22) 
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Portrait ofan Exhibitor 
“Talking to Himself \ 


- about what to book ahs CN ‘> 
for Thanksgiving! ao 
















“Let’s book ‘ALL 
ABOUT EVE’, 
Pal! It’s the biggest 
thing to come 
along in years!” 














“But how can we over- 
look'THE JACKPOT’, 
baby —Jimmy Stewart 
really HITS in this 


laugh Bonanza!” 





“Hold Everything! We 
can gett ‘AMERICAN 
GUERRILLA in the 
Philippines’! Technicolor! 


“You took the 
words right 
out of my 
mouth!” 


Wednesday, October 25, 1950 





“That’s what I keep 
telling myself! 
Our patrons are 
really yelling for 
‘ALL ABOUT EVE’!” 


Couldule have said it 


B\ better myself! Harrison’s 


Ba Reports said, HILARI- 
fy OUS! UPROARIOUS! 
Excellent for the family!” 









Ty Power! Micheline Prelle!” # 





Believe you me, it’s a pleasure 
talking to yourself ., 
when you’re talking vn 
Twentieth’s THREE 7-2 
QUALITY PICTURES 

A MONTH! | 
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Arg, Film Grosses Still Soaring 
But Exhibs Crave New Yank Fare 


Buenos Aires, Oct. 10. 
rilm grosses in Argentina are 
6] soaring despite the scarcity 
/ U.S. product as a result of the 
tinued suspension of. imports, 
Hollywood. If there were 
. picture theatres and product 
able, biz likely would be even 
nger, During the coming fort- 
they are expected to top 
previous records since there 
he a great influx of visitors 
e celebration of Peron Day 
17. anni of a coup which 
lished the Peron regime more 

in power. 
e highlight in the past few 
socks was the poor showing made 
the Argentine pic, ““El Regreso” 
fapol) which opened at the 
‘ 1 Sept. 21 although the pre- 
picture, “Champion” (UA) 
srossing well over the hold- 

over figure. 

secause “El Regreso” failed to 
the holdover on the first 
k, the picture moved to the 
Roca, With “Champion,” which 
had been switched to that house, 
her Lococo theatre, returning 

, the Opera. Since then “Cham- 
pion” has continued, making seven | 
weeks to date, and will continue 
intil the theatre switches to legit 
1 Oct. 20 for the Katherine Dun- 
im Ballet, The Argentine-made 
‘icture lasted only one week at 
ie Roca. 

Local producers now are becom- 
ing convinced that they too need 
the renewal of imports of foreign 
pix, partly to keep film patrons 
interested in screen fare, and part- 
}1, because it enables them to 
study Hollywoed technique and so 
keep up the standard of their own 
productions. 


Figure Way To Keep U. S. Fare 


{it is probable that when JU. S. 
product finally does start coming 
in once more, the Protection Law 
will be enforced in the sense that 
every three weeks a theatre will 
have to show an Argentine picture. 
Bi 
7 


VOUS 


~ 


it if the U. S. film preceding it 
is grossing sufficiently to justify 
a holdover, at the conclusion of 
one week, it will return to the 


same house, and the native pic 
moving over to the house where 
the American film had been rele- 


gated. 

Inter-Americana released a mod- | 
ern comedy at the Gran Rex this 
week, teaming Angel Magana with 
Malisa Zini. This may rival the 
success of “Esposa Ultima Modelo” | 
(A\A) which ran nine weeks at | 
the same theatre and grossed | 
around $11,500 weekly. 

lop grosser in September was 
Interamericana’s comedy, “El | 
Fmbajador,” starring Luis Sand- 
rini. This picture was made in 
Mexico and ran three months at 
the Ambassador, grossing about 
$8.000 a week. 

\rgentina Sono Film contrived 
to have the government waive the 
ban on its picture, “Marihuana,” 
Which is now at the Monumental 
it its second week. It is bene- 
filing by the publicity afforded by 
the ban. 

In view of the searcity of ma- 
terial, Paramount is getting ready 
to reissue “Loves of Susan” and 
Some of the first sound pictures 
hiade with Maurice Chevalier. 


Jacobson-Adler Score 
In London With ‘Baby’ 


London, Oct. 24. 


A. A. Dubens, London theatri- | 
f.' costumer, who leased the Alex- 
andra theatre, in Stoke Newing- 
ton, London suburb, to present 
biass in Yiddish, has opened with 
lenrietta Jacobson and her hus- 
band, Julius Adler, His first ef- 
fort, “My Million Dollar Baby,” re- 
Cived rave notices, with Jacob- 
son and Adler lauded by most lo- 
‘\! seribes as the best team to 
fone here from N, Y. Currently, 
hie ,are staging “My One and 
nly.” by William Segal and Hy- 
? ‘© Jacobson, which is bringing 

houses, 

“hows, mostly musicals, skedded 
tuture production are “Okla- 

'( Wedding,” for one week, to 

followed by “Men’s Desire,” 
“-o for a week. The principal 
Picce which follows will be the 
Tevival of “The G.I. Bride,” their | 
“standing hit here in 1948. ! 

' business holds up as expected, 

‘ll be necessary for the Ameri- 
‘to postpone their several! 
commitménts, 





t 


{ 


{ S 


| exhibs. 





No Mex Studio Shutdown 


Mexico City, Oct. 17. 

Film producers, Mexican and for- 
eigners, most of the latter being 
American are relieved by assur- 
ance of Felipe Palomino, secretary 
general of the Cinematographic 
Production Workers union, that 
there will be no studio close-down 
this vear. Assurance was given to 
answer reports here that all studios 
will layoff around Dec, 20. 

Palomino said all studios are 
working full blast, that produc- f 
tion is continuing smoothly and | 
the only end-of-year suspension 
possible is that in the Jabs which 
need time to make repairs. 


British Films To 
Get Aussie Play 


Sydney, Oct. 17. 

British pix will be given an 
added play the balance of the 
season, With better dates likely in 
1951, according to some trade re- 
ports. 20th-Fox wil! handle around 
12 British pix from Associated 
British and 10 from the John 
Woolf setup. Some of these will 
get -Hoyts’ circuit bookings. Lon- 
don Films-Korda plan about 15 
Britishers. This product is dis- 
tributed through Universal. 20th- 
Fox also will have about 15 J. 
Arthur Rank pix on backlog from 
a prior contract. 

Eagle Lion releasing organiza- 
tion, with distribution through 
British Empire Films and key-re- 
leases via Greater Union Theatres, 
will have 12 Rank films for the 





next six months. | 
There even is some talk here 
that Yankee product may lose 


some playing time if the British 
product should click here to any 
big degree. British pix have a 
15°o compulsory playing time in 
Bown Under _ territory, with 
Yankee pix having the handicap of 
a 25° rejection right by Aussie 





Aussies Seen Threat To 
U.S. Transcriptions In 


English-Speaking Mkts. 


American transcription compa- 
nies are due for increasing compe- 
tition from Aussie companies in. 
English-speaking markets abroad.! 
Macquarie Network, leading com- 
mercial web in. Australia, has 
moved extensively into production 
of plattered airers overseas, in or- 
der to overcome the dearth of name 
talent Down Under, and is selling 
its product in South Africa, Can- 
ada and other countries in the 
British Commonwealth. 

Macquarie’s overseas’ produc- 
tion topper, Maxwell Dunn, is cur- 
rently in Canada, after having 
spent eight months in London 
working on a dramatic series in 





| cooperation with the J. Arthur 


Rank organization. Airer, drama- | 
tizing famous novels, starred Brit- | 
ish pixites, including Valerie Hob- | 
son, Dennis Price and Trevor How- 
ard, and the French star Anouk. | 





Foreign Stars to Gab | 
For Dublin College 


Dublin, Oct. 24. 


Strong drama swingin Irish uni- 
versities is being stressed at Uni- 
versity College, Dublin, this sem- 
ester. with several foreign stars 
skedded to lecture students. Be-, 
fore foreign visits, however, ex- 
Abbeyite Maire O'Neill will lec- 
ture the group and play lead in 
the university production of J. M. 
Synge’s “Riders to the Sea.”’ Other 
lecturers skedded are Gunnar Ahl- 


,strom, Swedish Institute for Cul- 


tural Relations: Arnold Haskell, 
ballet critic; Yvonne Arnaud, Ang- 
lo French thesper; and English 
thesper Felix Aylmer, who played 
Polonius in Laurence Olivier’s 
screen presentation of “Hamlet.” 
University players have just 
ended an English tour, playing to 
audiences at Oxford and Cam- 


_ bridge. \ 


| been 


| techniques for 


130%. 


Mex ‘Girls,’ With Dilian, 
Slated to Start Nov. 6 


Mexico City, Oct. 17. | 
With Irasema _ Dilian, Polish | 
actress, featured, Rudolph Loewen- | 
thal, European producer is slated 
to start a Spanish version of 
“Girls in Uniform” at Tepeyac 
studios here Noy. 6. 
Loewenthal bought the Mexican 
and Spanish rights to “Girls” last 
year, and signed Miss Dilian while 
in Paris recently. Alfredo Crevena 
will direct the Mexican “Girls.” 


See Upbeat For 
Spanish Filns | 
In U.S. Market 


With American art theatres dom- 





| inated by Frencr and Italian films, 


Mexican and Spanish pictures have 
waging ar. uphill fight for 
playing time, according to Harry 
Stern, head of a joint sales office 
set up last summer by two top 
distributors of Spanish-language 
product. But following a four- 


month national campaign for 
south-c*-the border pix, the exec 
fee » +483 achieved a milestone , 
wil?! booki: ; of the Spanish- | 

3  : } 
made Vad Queen” into the Park | 
Ave., N. Y., starting tomorrow 


(Thursday ). 

Stern pointed out that penetrat- , 
ing the U. S. market with foreign 
films is costly. So, Azteca Films 
and Clasa-Mohme, Inc., American | 
distributors of Mexican and Span.- | 
ish product, decided to form a 
joint special features division to! 
sell specially selected films to art | 
theatres. Previously the firms had 
concentrated upon the Spanish- 


speaking filmgoer almost exclu- 
| Sively. 
Theory of the two distribs is 


that if Spanish-language product is 
carefully selected for English ti- 
tling, with an eye to the tastes of 
potential audiences, such films will 
find acceptance. First tryout under 
this plan. Stern revealed in N. Y. 
this week, was “Don Quixote,” a 
Cifesa production. Stern's selling 
“Quixote” were 
Similar to those used by United | 
Artists on “Henry V.” Tie-ups were 
made with schools and colleges, 
with the campaign taking advan- 
tage of the picture’s classical na- 
ture. 


Inter-racial themes which have 


_paid off for “Home of Brave” and 


“Pinky” are also doing well for 
Clasa-Mohme’s “Little Dark An- 
gels.” Stern claimed the entry 
mopped up in Denver, and is prov- 
ing a good grosser in other spots. | 
To date C-M has decided that six | 
of its films are worthy of titling for 
distrib in the American art market. | 
Azteca has culled a similar number 
from its lineup. Sales for. these 
pix are handled collectively by this 
special features division, physical 
distribution being done by the firm 
owning the picture. Rentals on the 
individual pix also revert to either 
C-M or Azteca and are not pooled. 


ACT Squawks to BOT 
About Welwyn Closing 
London, Oct. 24. 


Closure of Welwyn studios, an- 
nounced last. month by Associated 





} 


lowed by a strong protest to Board 
of Trade prexy Harold Wilson by | 
the Assn. of Cine and Allied Tech- 
nicians. ACT general council 
asked Wilson to receive a deputa- 


| tion so they can urge him to take 


the necessary steps to prevent the 
Studios passing out of the produc- 
tion sphere. 

The union contends that the rec- 
ord of Welwyn Studios in recent 
years proves they are not uneco- 
nomical, as Claimed by the manage- 
ment, and asserts that the closure 
is a “regretted development” fol- 
lowing the reduction of quota of 
They also will ask Wilson, 
therefore, to discuss with them the 
effects of the reduced quota on the 
British industry. Since the end of 
the war, 13 pictures have been 
made at Welwyn for Associated 
British-Pathe release. 
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| 133,151,086 patrons 


West End Pix Biz Up; ‘Dance’ Fancy 


$4300 in 3 Days, 


Life’ $5,300 in 4 


- Jackpot’ Sock 116, 2d; Secrets’ 76 





Nancy Donovan to London 


London, Oct. 17. 

Harry Levene, operator of the 
Bagatelle cafe, Mayfair, returned to 
London from U. S. last Monday 
(16), having signed two singers for 
the 1951 season. The first, Nancy 
Donovan, opens the third week of 
January for tour weeks, to be fol- 
lowed by Nancy Andrews, who also 
will stay a month. 

Levene also opened negotiations 
with Margaret Phelan and Joan 
Roberts. He hopes to bring both 
of them over to play the Bagatelle 
later in the season. 


Bar All Russo 
Films From Arg. 


Washington, Oct. 24. 


Argentina, wnich has not al- 
lowed the release of a Russian pic- 
ture since 1947, has gone a step 
further by prohibiting the exhibi- 
tion there of any films distributed 
by Artkino Pictures. This, points 
out Nathan D. Golden, Commerce 
Department film expert, will bar 
pix from other Iron Curtain coun- 
tries, and any other films which 
the Russos might seek to plant 
in Argentina for propaganda pur- 
poses. Artkino is known to have 
brought at least four films into 
Argentina. 

Golden also reports need for a 
great modernization of French film 
theatres. He points out that U. S. 
style air-conditioning is practically 
unknown there with only two pic 
houses so equipped in Paris and a 
third now in the process of being 
air-conditioned. 

In Indonesia, Golden reports in- 
creased strictness in the censor- 
ship of pictures, with a probability 
that this trend will increase. In- 
donesian censors particularly dis- 
like too much shooting, violence, 
excessive nudity and political bias. 

South Pacific Film Corp., official 
Indonesian government producing 
firm, which made six features in 





_ 1949, probablv will complete onlf¢ 


three this year, a considerable dis- 
appointment to that country. 


Over 133,000,000 Film 
Patrons in Aussie Pay 


$6,000,000 Tax in Year 


Sydney, Oct. 17. 

Following a year’s survey, Aus- 
sie taxation officials say that mo- 
tion pictures top the Aussie field in 
payee popularity, with horse-rac- 
ing, dancing, skating, football, 
cricket, dog-racing and legit next. 

Aussie cinemas were visitea by 
in a year’s 
time. They paid over $6,000,000 in 
admission tax revenue to the gov- 
ernment. This tax was collected 
at cinema boxoffices without cost 
to the revenue gatherers. Admis- 
sions range from about 20c to $1 
in the key spots and less in the 





| Several of the vehicles were origi- British Picture Corp. has been fol- | Mabes and stix. 
‘nal Rank films. | 


Majority of pix shown were U.S. 
productions, but certai:. British 


| films drew some payees over the 


year via British pic upbeat. 





Order Colleano, Geiger 
To Pay $2,940 Plus 60% 


London, Oct. 24. 


Film actor Bonar Colleano and 
producer Rod FE. Geiger were 
named in a lawsuit brought by a 
firm of moneylenders arising from 
loans advanced for production pur- 
poses. Two sums were involved, 
one of $1,960 and the other $980. 
Geiger. who did not appear and 
was not represented, was believed 
to be out oft jurisdiction of the 
court. 

Justice Morris in the High Court 
last Wednesday (18) gave judg- 
ment in favor of the moneylenders, 
but reduced the rate of interest 
from 150% to 60°. He said that 
the rate should be higher than 
usual as “the whole thing was un- 
doubtedly fraught with risk.” 


2 London, Oct. 17. 


Four new bills will give a boost 
to the West End boxoffice current- 
ly. Business generally is brisk but 
not outstanding, and helped by dry 
fall weather, 

The Empire’s “Asphalt Jungle” 
with stageshow opened aft strong 
$19,000 in first week At the 
Odeon, Marble ~Arch, “A Life of 
Own” opened with very good 
$5,300 in its first four days. 

The new bill at the Warners, 
“Tiree Secrets” got a slow start 
but picked up over the weekend 
with nice $7,000 likely on week. 
“The Jackpot” at the Leicester 
Square theatre is living up to its 
name with a solid $11,000 pace for 
each first two weeks. 

Paramount’s new musical “Let's 
Dance,” which replaced ‘Sunset 
Boulevard” at the Carlton hit a 
hefty $4.300 on its first three days. 

Estimates for This Week 

Carlton (Par) (1,128; 65-$1.60)— 
“Let's Dance” (Par). Opened to a 
powerful $4,300 in first three days 


after “Sunset Boulevard” (Par) 
completed socko' eight weeks. 
Holds. 


Empire (M-G) (3,099; 50-$1.60:\—~ 
“Asphalt Jungle’ (M-G) and stage- 
show. Good press helped this big 
$19,000 in first round. Stays an- 
other fortnight. “If You Feel Like 
Singing” (M-G) to follow. 


Gaumont (CMA) (1,500; 45-$1.60) . 


—‘Woman in Question” (GFD) 
(2d wk). This British-made who- 
dunit doing only moderately this 
week being near $5,500. “Two 
Flights West” (20th) into next. 

Leicester Square Theatre (CMA) 
(1,753; 45-$1.69)—“The Jackpot” 
(20th) (2d wk). James Stewart 
Starrer proving smash hit, with 
$11,000 in first holdover stanza, 
same as opening week. Staying 
another week with “Frightened 
City” (Col) following. 

London Pavilion (UA) 
45 - $1.60) — “Convicted” (Cob 
“David Harding” (Col) (2d wk). 
Nice $5,000 or over. “Return of 
Frontiersmen” (WB) in Friday 
(20). 

Odeon, Leicester Square (CMA) 
(2,200; 45-$1.60)—“Blue Heaven” 
(20th). Down to modest $5,500 in 
third, and final week. “The Mag- 
net” (Ealing) opens Thursday (19). 

Odeon, Marble Arch (CMA) 
(2,200; 45-$1.60\—“Life of Her 
Own” (M-G). Opened strongly to 
$5.300 in first four days. Stays on. 

Plaza (Par) (1,902; 65-$1.60)— 
“The Heiress” (Par) (5th wk). Still 
holding strongly with around 
$8,300. Stays another session with 
'“September Affair” (Par) follow- 
ing Friday (20). 

Warner (WB) (1,735; 45-$1.60)— 
“Three Secrets’ (WB). started 
slowly but picked up to nice $3,100 
_on first weekend, with about $7,000 
ou week. “Rosie O’Grady” (WB) 
dipped in second week to disap- 
pointing $2,800. 


Italo Govt. Objects To 
Film Kidding Tourists 


Rome, Oct. 17. 

Government officials recently 
sent word to producers of “Mil- 
lionaires of Naples” that the film 
is objectionable from the Italian 
point of view. Reason given was 
that it shows Naples, one of the 
country’s largest cities,’ an un- 
pleasant place filled with thieves 
and others attempting to put some- 
‘thing over on the unsuspecting 
tourist. 

Star of the pic is Eduardo De 
Filippo, who specializes in stage- 
plays and pictures in Neapolitan 
dialect. The De Filippo family has 
been writing, directing and acting 
‘in such plays about Naples since 
1870, but the government here 
does not think such humor good 
for tourism, now third largest in- 
dustry in Italy. 


(1,217° 








Odets’ ‘Awake’ on Jewish Sked 


London, Oct. 17 


Third production in Bernard 
Delfont’s season of Jewish plays 
at the Saville will be Clifford 


Odets’ “Awake and Sing.” skedded 
to open Oct. 24. 

Leads will be played by Lily 
Kann and Meier Tzeliniker, with 
Eveline Garratt heading the sup- 
) port. 
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Final Okay for New Yank Films * 
To Enter Arg. Expected This Week ssi of 





Buenos Aires, Oct, 20. + 


it really looks now as though 
ihe U.S. film distributors in Ar- 
gentina should be signing a pact 
with the Argentine government 
some time next week, which will 
mean that American pix will start 
coming in again after a hiatus of 
about 18 months. Every point has 


been thoroughly threshed out be-+ 





tween all the parties concerned, | 
which means the Argentine Eco-| 
nomie Council, the Treasury, the 
Press Secretariat, which now con- 
trols all film matters, and the En- |} 
tertainment Board. 


Just as soon as the import per- 
mits are granted, the distributors | 
expect to receive new product by | 
Clipper, following which the pic- | 
tures will have to be passed by the 
Entertainment Board censors. Ac- 
cording to the latest regulations, 
the pix can only be _ exhibited 
seven days after receiving the! 
board’s green light so it is doubt- | 
ful whether the new films will be | 
on Buenos Aires screen before | 
November at the earliest. 


' 

The Entertainment Board is now | 
busy drawing up new regulations | 
which will reconcile its protection- | 
ist policy for 
tion, with the necessity of allow- 
ing good playing time to U.S. 
product. It seems likely that the 
first-run houses will be allowed to 
exhibit the best features alter- 
nately in several theatres of one 
circuit. For instance, a picture will 
tee off for one week at the Opera, 
then move over to the Metropoli- | 
tan, also a first-run, but of second- | 
ary importance among theatres 
controlled by the Opera circuit | 
(Lococo), and so on. 


The board also would create a 
third line of theatres in the nabe | 
districts to avoid congestion in the | 
flow of material, setting up new 
lists of first-run houses. There will 
also be a revision of holdover fig- 
ures. It also is probable that ad-, 
mission scales in first-run spots 
will be upped to five pesos! 
(roughly 60c.) instead of the pres- | 
ent 40c., making films still the! 
cheapest form of entertainment 
available in this country. 

While the protectionist policy is | 
not to be discarded, it will be en- 
forced with greater leniency. Also 
local producers are to be made to 
understand that it will be opera- 
tive only for native films which ac- 
tualiy deserve encouragement. 


London Film Notes 


London, Oct. 17. 


Joseph Janni to do new film) 
titled “White Corridor,” based on 
hospital story by Helen Ashton. | 
Shooting is expected to start early | 
December at Pinewood, with Janni | 
awaiting the arrival from Holly-' 
wood of director Sidney Fox. Pic 
will have a J. Arthur Rank re- 
lease . . . Raymond Stross dicker- | 
ing with Moira Lister for starring | 
role in “Hell is Sold Out,”’ which | 
Michael Anderson is to direct. | 
Shooting starts this month at 
Nettlefold studios, with Hans May 
doing ithe musical score . . . Rita 
Cave negotiating deal with Leslie 
Artiss to bring over Kathy O’Don- | 
nell to star in film for him pro- 


| 








viding they can overcome dollar 
ditficulties. | 
RKO dickering with Bonar 


Co"eano for starring role in Bud 
Schulberg’s “The Harder They. 
Fall.” skedded for Hollywood pro- 
. Anthony Havelock- 
At'tan to make pic titled “Never 
lake No For An Answer,” to be 
cocirected by Maurice Cloche and 
Ralph Smart with a totally un-, 
known Italian east. Pic will be 
mode in Italy early next  vear. | 
and will be released by Woolf 
Bros. . . . Lewis Gi"bert will di- 
rect Nettlefold Studios epic 
“There Is Another Sun.” which 
foes into work sdon with Susan 
Shaw, Maxwell Reed and Laurence 
Hlorvey starred... Weolf Bros. pro- 
duction “The Late Edwina Black.” | 
Which stars Geraldi~e Fitzeerald, 
David Farrar and David Culver, 
is now in the cutting room. Will be | 
ready for showing early in Nov- 
ember. ANan Gravy has written the 
score which has been acauired by 
Jimmy Phillips for Leeds Music’ 
0 





Philippine Raw Stock Crisis 

Manila, Oct. 24. 
Shortage of raw stock has forced 
four film producing companies 
here to halt onerations as of Dec. 1 
Inability of the firms to ohbta:a 
from rivid csaverrment ex- 
contrals decianed to eon- 

Gry 


‘ve the country’s dollar supply. , 


, 
( Mon 


Argentine produc-! 


| records. 


salaries are so 


Litvak’s ‘Treason’ 


Munich, Oct. 10. 
Shooting on 20th-Fox’s “Legion 
of Damned,” formerly called “Call 
It Treason,” is now under way 
here after a week's delay caused 


by a cold suffered by director Ana- | 


tole Litvak. Work’ will. continue 


in. Germany until mid-December, ' 


with at least eight widely-sepa- 
rated south-German towns figur- 
ing in location schedule. French 
actress Dominique Blanchar is 
latest addition to an international 
cast which already includes Rich- 


| Seek Lower Quota For 


2d Features in Brit. 


London, Oct.. 17. 
Representations to lewer ‘the 
second feature pix, 


since 1948, are to be made to 
Board of Trade by the general 
council of Cinematograph Exhibi- 
tors Assn. 

The CEA appeal to the BoT 
‘will be made in connection with 
next year’s quota, which starts in 
October, 1951. Will ask for the 
present level to be “substantially 
reduced.” ‘ 


Fewer Yank Films 
~ In Spain Next Yr. 





ard Basehart, Gary Merrill, Hilde- | 


gard Knef and Oskar Werner. 


: : | 
Franz Planer is lensing the Pe- 


ter Viertel-Anatole Litvak story 
which will take audiences back to 
the German winter of 1945. 


Rousing Biz Scored By 
‘Champ’ in Argent. Tips 





Yen for New U. S. Films 


Buenos Aires, Oct. 17. 


Great business being done here | 


by “Champion” points to a tremen- 
dous upsurge in boxoffice receipts 
once importation of American films 
is resumed on a full scale. United 
Artists, which releases ‘“Cham- 
pion,” through a special deal with 


Argentine government, is the only | 
U. S. company currently releasing | 
'in this country. It is expected that 


a decision on resumption of Yank 


‘imports will be reached shortly. 


“Champion,” in seven weeks at 
Gran Cine Opera here, grossed 
about $75,000. Pic was brought 


| back to the theatre after running 


four weeks and having been re- 
placed for one week by the Agen- 
tine-made “The Return,” which 
did poor trade. 
one of 17 UA films imported dur- 
ing the last two months. 
others, “D.O.A.” 


ously in seven or eight nabe thea- 
tres, has been about $25,000 
weekly. 


Local producers have been rush- | 
ing their own product to the ex-! , ge | 
ord for the biggest dr lay | 

a Grow pie to Diag ' attempts to show that the war ob-| 
jective of the U. S. and British was | 


the mutual destruction of Russians | 


hibs, determined to get the cream 


|'of the playing-time before the 


Yank importation deal is finally 
worked out. During September 


they released eight films, account- ! 


ing for the bulk of 12 releases that 
month. The remaining four were 


two from UA, one Spanish and one | 


German film. 

Because of the scarcity of mate- 
rial the Opera is switching from 
a film policy to legit, with the 
Katherine Dunham troupe moving 
over to the theatre from the Ca- 


| sino, where it has been playing. 





Actress Quits Austrian 
Legit Due to Low Wages 


Vienna, Oct. 17. 


Tocal showbiz circles are con- 
siderably stirred up over with- 


drawal of Nadja Tiller, who was | 
Miss Austria of 1949 and a promis- | 
ing legit actress from the Josef-| 


stadt theatre, over the issue of ex- 
tra-curricular modelling activities. 

Fact is that stage (and screen) 
ridiculously low 
here that actors cannot expect tou 
live on them. 
is set at about 1,000 schillings a 
month, equivalent of less than 


$50. Taxes knock off 25-50°%, de- | 


pending on the wage earner’s 
status. That leaves the price of 
one pair of shoes as take-home pay. 
Girls, always in more plentiful sup- 
ply, either get a wealthy friend 
willing to pay the freight or go 


into bar work. Miss Tiller, with a! 


rep for shapeliness, chose model- 


ling for fashion houses and photos. | 





New Troupe to Do French 


Plays in London Season 
London, Oct. 24. 

A new company, Parisplays, 

takes over the New Lindsey Thea- 

tre for a season of English adapta- 

tions of French plays. Season 


' started last Monday (23) with “And 


The Wheel Turns,” first produced 
in Paris in 1928 and to be re- 
vived for the second time next 


month. The English version is by, 


J. A. Munro. Peter Cresswell is 
directing. Cast includes Natasha 
Parra, Ewen Solon and Barbara 
Lott. 

Each production will be limited 
to a maximum run of three weeks. 


“Champion” is | 


Of the} 
also has broken | 
Combined grosses. of | 
other UA pix, released simultane- | 


A top legit salary | 


Madrid, Oct. 17. 
Although the 1949-50 season saw 
‘105 American films distributed in 
Spain, as against only 71 from eight 
other foreign countries and 42 
Spanish films, both distributors and 


| spite this obvious popularity of 
U. S. screen fare, it’s probable that 
there will be fewer pictures dis- 
| tributed in 1950-51 than in current 
| film year. 

' Exchange difficulties and a strong 
desire to protect Spanish picture 
production. are the main reasons 


for continued government restric- | 


tions on importing of U. S. fea- 
tures. 

Several American major com- 
panies already have revealed what 
films are to be released in Spain 
this season. Warner's lineup is for 
nine pix, including “Flame and Ar- 
jrow,” “Objective Burma,” “Inspec- 
‘tor General,” “White Heat” and 
two pix produced in Spain. 

Hispano Fox Film (which han- 
dles all of 20th-Fox product here) 
has announced the biggest lineup, 
36 pictures in all, six of which 
were produced in Spanish studios 
local directors and players. 
American fare on its program in- 
cludes “Pink,” “Forever Amber,” 
“Black Rose,” “Big Lift’ and ‘12 
;0’Clock High.” Long-run hit for 
| Fox last year was “Crash Dive,” 
| which ran seyen weeks in Barce- 
|lona and five weeks here. 
“Belinda” (WB) 


| with 


Spain, having gone 17 weeks at the 
Tivoli, Barcelona, and 20 weeks 
here. 





Real-Film Expanding ; 
Big Postwar Producer 


| Hamburg, Oct. 10. 

| Germany's biggest postwar pro- 
duction outfit, 
that it exported 15 of the com- 
pany's films to 15 different coun- 
tries, as of September of this year. 
Real’s export achievement is part 
of a bid by German producers to 
regain its position in thé world 
| market, 

Norway led Real’s list with 14 
pix and cont-acts for the entire 
production up to November this 
vear, 





RKO Sets Lineup fer Germany 
Frankfurt, Oct. 10. 
RKO's announced program for 
1950-51 includes some eldies and 
new pix, being in line with last 
year’s self-limitation of 15 pix per 
vear. 








Current London Shows 


(Figures show weeks of run) 
London, Oct. 24. 
“Accolade,” Aldwych (7). 
“Ace of Clubs,” Cambridge (20). 
“Brigadoon,” Majesty's (78). 
“Capt. Carvalle,” Garrick (11). 
“Carousel,” Drury Lane (20). 
“Cocktail Party,’”’” New (25). 
“Dear Miss Phoebe,” Phoenix (2). 
| “Dish Ran Away,” Vaude (17). 
“Folies Bergere,” Hipp. (55). 
“Fourposter,” Ambassador's (2). 
“His Excéllency,” Princes (22). 
“Holly and Ivy,” Duchess (24). 
“Home & Beauty,” St. Mart. (4). 
“Home at Seven,” Wyndh'm :33). 
“Journey’s End,” W'stm’nst’r (3). 
“King RhapSody,” Palace (57). 
“Knight’s Madn’ss,” Vic. Pal. (32). 
“Latin Quarter,” Casino (32). 
“Little Hut,” Lyric (9). 
“Mister Roberts,” Coliseum (14). 
“Reluctant Heroes,” W’'tehall ‘6). 
“Ring Round Moon,” G!'be (39). 
“Seagulls Sorrento,”” Apollo. (19). 
“2d Tanqueray,” Haymarket (8). 
“Top of Ladder,” St. Jas. (2). 
“Touch & Go,” Wales (22). 
“Will Any Gent,” Strand (7). 
“Worm’s View,” Comedr (183). 
CLOSED !}.AST WEEK 
“Oklahoma,” Stoll (176). 


exhibitors here regard this number | 
as too low to meet the public de- | 
j;mand for Hollywood product. De- | 


ge elon ' ganda pic, “Fall of Berlin,” which. 


Real-Film, reveals | 


INTERNATIONAL 13 
Brakes on British Government Coin 


May Balk Second ACT Pic Venture 





London, Oct. 17. 
The cautious policy of film financ- 


Rolly Rolls Back to U. S. ial recently announced by the gov- 


London, Oct. 17. 

Rolly Rolls sailed Wednesday (18) 
on the Liberte for New York at the 
end of his vaude and cabaret tour 
| in England. He opens in the Mai- 
| sonette Room at the Hotel St. Regis 
| Oct. -31. 

Rolls, who has been signed for 
the 1951 edition of “Latin Quar- 
tex” at.the London Casino, is also 
to play a return cabaret date at 
the Savoy. At the conclusion of 
his recent season, impressario Car- 
roll Gibbons immediately made 
the offer for four weeks next sum- 
mer. 


‘Ninotchka’ Kept Out Of 
Vienna by Red Threats; 
Commie Pic Gets Dates 


Vienna, Oct. 17. 

Vienna picture patrons are won- 
dering it they ever will see 
Metro's ‘‘Ninotchka,” the Greta 
Garbo opus of several years ago, 
which pokes fun at the Commies 
So far, all film theatres here have 
avoided showing the pic, although 
it was first set for showing last 
| August. The crix did raves (from 
previews) and the public began 
buying tickets well in advance. 

The theatres have bowed to 
threats from the Reds here, who 
do not want te see the Commies 
held up to anything like ridicule, 
although when first shown in the 
U.:S. few saw much of an anti- 
| Russ slant. The Communists have 
been throwing their weight around 
|in Austria in recent weeks, and no 
| theatre-owner wants to take the 
|chancé of having his house 
damaged. Also, it was figured 





that the exhib could lose plenty of. 


coin if stench bombs and demon- 
strations kept people out of the 
theatre. 

At the time that “Ninotchka” was 
announced, the Communists rushed 
out their strongly anti-west propa- 


and Germans. This picture was 


has yet to get a playdate. 

After the first theatre dropped 
, Ninotchka,” it was announced 
‘that the Metro pic would be shown 
in another house under the direct 
sponsorship of the American Mili- 
tary Government, 
Gen. Geoffrey Keyes would be on 
hand at the preem to make a 
speech. 

This playdate likewise was can- 
.celled at the last minute without 


‘any explanation, but ostensibly 
this second theatre also was 
threatened. That was several 


weeks ago. The Motion Picture 
| Export Assn. insists that “Ninotch- 
' ka” will be shown. But the Vien- 
nese are still waiting. 


Milan’s Legit Season 
Opens With Revue Hit 


| Milan, Oct. 17. 





The legit season has opened in. 


| 
| 
j Milan with a bang, with the new 
irevue, “Snob,” starring Carlo Dap- 
‘porto at Teatro Lirico, the stand- 


“out. This is reported to be the 
most expensive show, with the big- 
gest international cast, ever pre- 
' sented in Italy. It is witty and has 
some good music. It is sold out for 
a month in advance. 

| The show was backed by Elio 
Gigante to the tune of $70,000. 
Michele Suvini, Lirico owner, spent 
' another $60,000 to give the theatre 
a facelift and install a new electri- 
cal system. 

Comedian Dapportyu gets top re- 
turns with his monologues, songs 
and his sketch, “Third Man of the 
Street.” Comely femmes in cast 
include Edmea Lari, Gilda Marino 
and Vera Venier, Italians; Dady 
MacDonald, from Scetiand: Mimi 
Gerard, ot France; Erin De Selfa 
and Dorab Birandi. of India. Also 
in the cast are dancer Norman 
Thompson, from Canada, and 36 
girls of the Ballet Caryse, from Vi- 
enna. Choregraphv is by the Amer- 
jican, Beatrix Appleyard. 


shown but the Garbo production 


and that Lt.-| 


ernment film bank is seen as likely 
to affect the seco.d cooperative 
venture by Assn. of Cinematograph 
and Allied Technicians films divi- 
sion. James H. Lawrie, managing 
director of National Film Finance 
Corp., is intimating to the techni- 
cians that limited finance will pre- 
vent them from making a further 
100° advance. : 

The first ACT production was 
made entirely with government 
coin. Film was planned and start- 
ed without prior distribution ar- 
rangements but a deal was subse- 
| quently set with British Lion. Now 
| ACT is being told they .will have 
'to make their distribution dea] in 
advance of production and raise 
the necessary front money through 
the customary bankers’ discount. 


The attitude of the film bank is 
governed by the limited funds now 
available, since only an additional 
{1,000,000 pounds (about $2,800,000) 
was granted when the first 5,000,- 
000 pounds had been absorbed. 
They argue that they would be do- 
ing a greater service to British pro- 
duction by using the money to help 
five or six pictures rather than 
sinking it all in a single venture. 

Although the choice of the sec- 
ond subject has not been finally 
determined, it is certain that ACT 
will oppose the film bank policy 
and will argue that their claim for 
100°% financial assistance is in line 
with the support promised by 
Board of Trade prexy, Harold Wil- 
son. 

‘George Elvin, ACT secretary, 
blames the reduced quota rather 
than the limitation of funds. 
Financing of production, he claims, 
is now more speculative than ever 
in view of the more limited market 
available for British pix. A com- 
mittee of the union is preparing a 
case for submission te Harold Wil- 
son, pleading for the raising of the 
quota at the first available oppor- 
tunity. 


English Producers See 
Oldies as Harmful To 
2 New British F''ms 


London, Oct. 17. 

| The revissae~ of oldies which 
/ might with new and upcoming pro- 
ductions looms as a new problem 
‘for British producers. The ques- 
‘tion was brought into focus re- 
| cently with the announcement that 
10-year-old “Tom Brown’s School- 
days” is being set for release at 
a time when a new British version 
is being readied for distrib. 

The new “Tom Brown” film has 
secured nationwide publicity be- 
cause of the cooperation received 
by the producers from the board 
of governors of the Rugby school. 
As this publicity reached its peak, 
the announcement was made that 
the 1940 version, with Cedric 
Hardwicke and Freddie Bartholo- 
'mew, also was being offered to 
| exhibs. Principal roles in the 1950 
/ version are taken by Robert New- 
ton and John Howard Davies. 

There is also a feeling in the 
British industry thatthe forth- 
coming reissue of “Victoria The 
Great” was an endeavor to cash 
in on the tremendous publicity 
' accorded to the Command film, 
“The Mudlark.” However, this is 
‘not considered the case, and the 
| clash of dates is merely viewed 
' coincidental. It is an arrangement 
| that had been delayed for some 
time. 











| London Legit Bits 


i London, Oct. 17. 

' “Johnny Belinda” has been pur- 
chased for Italy by Diorama. First 
British repertory booking for this 
play is new set for tryout at Guil- 
ford Oct. 30... BBC has acquired 
the broadcasting rights of “David 
Garrick,’ by Constance Cox and 
Shakespearean actor  Dona'd 
Wolfit Hilda Scott and Pat 
Ide have taken option on Philip 
| King’s new play, “Post Haste.” 
which they intend to tour in the 
provinces and present in the West 
End after the tour Samuel 
French has bought a half share of 
American stage rights, both pro- 
fessional and amateur, of “On 
Monday Next,” and is now agent 
ing con behalf of Erie G’ass for 
American stage of “See 
‘How They Run.” 


- 


rigints 














44 ARIETY Wednesday, October 25, 1950 





eee 


"WHAM-G M r “ANNIE GET YOUR GUN” 
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‘TWO WEEKS 
WITH LOVE’ 


OH! THOSE PREVIEWS! _ 


Just what the public wants! They howled, they NEW STAR! 


applauded, they loved it at packed Loew’s Jane Powell 
, , ‘ : . ave the folks 
Lexington, a typical neighborhood house in New i of phe } 
York. And the West Coast theatre preview eles see 
* | ith Judy, 
ditto! It’s got the audience appeal of “Father “Luxury Liner,” 
; . : “Nancy Goes To 
dt ! _ | y 

of the Bride’! Plus Music! Plus Techni Rio.” Here's her 
color! M-G-M will launch it with a gay, new first big love af- 


jairina darling 


showmanship idea! Watch! of a musical. 


M-G-M Presents JANE POWELL * RICARDO MONTALBAN in “TWO WEEKS WITH LOVE” co-starring LOUIS CALHERN 
ANN HARDING * Color by TECHNICOLOR * Screen Play by John Larkin and Dorothy Kingsley * Story by John Larkin 
Directed by ROY ROWLAND * Produced by JACK CUMMINGS + A Metro-Goldwyn-Mayer Picture 
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Inside Stuff—Pictures 


The Motion Picture Assn. is getting a new rush on the educational 


side. 


Its Teaching Film Custodians, an auxiliary function in existence 


since 1939, is suddenly being “discovered” by a variety of national or- 


ganizations—and some international outfits as well. 


As a result, this 


activity of the picture industry is teetering on the verge of expansion 


into hitherto undreamed-of fields. 


Among the groups currently seeking help from Roger Albright, “di- 
yector of educational services for both TFC and the parent body, MPAA, 
are the Atomic Energy Commission, the International Machinists Union, 
the International Bank, American Bar Assn., and one or two embassies. 
Assistance sought ranges from borrowing one or more of the library’s 
films, to that of excerpting a new feature for the group’s use, advising 
on the production of a single pic or forming an entire film program. 


Scope of the outfit was extended in 1946, when the N 
English Teachers explored the use of feature films. 


National Council 
Out of this 


rew a program of excerpted pictures, tailor-made for teaching pur- 


It is from this latter 
TFC has come. 


mame of 
The 

“movie going habit.” 

in educational circles. 


4 too-quick glance at the World Almanac’s 
landed Dr. Hortense Powdermaker, 
” in Charlotte, N. C., 
There is a Queen’s College in Charlotte, as the Almanac 


takenly 
Dream 
week. 


Factory, 


last 


development that the recent sensational 


youngsters who learn a lot from the films are also getting the 
And Hollywood is making friends and supporters 


listing of colleges mis- 
author of ‘‘Hollywood, the 
in VARIETY's review of.the book 


indicates, but the one at which Dr. Powdermaker serves as anthropolo- 
ist is in Queens, N. Y.—one of New York's four city colleges. 


Dr. 


Powdermaker objects to a number of the reviewer's statements, 


ncluding one that her comparisons between Hollywood and Melane- 


ins 
She said this week: 
try can ‘take’ satire. 
columnists who peddle sex. 
scientist who takes her movies 
inierested in showing their 


ramifications 


“would be good for yocks in the hands of a light-fingered satirist.’ 
“He (the reviewer) and other 

They can also ‘take’ 
But they cannot 
and Hollywood seriously, 


people in the indus- 
the reams turned out by the 
‘take’ the work of a social 
and who is 
the society. Of 


in larger 


course, if I had written that Hollywood was the best of possible worlds, 
trade reaction might have been quite different.” 


Entertainment industry’s 
Rogers Memorial Hospital, 


two-week Christmas Salute to 
Saranac Lake, 
Robert Mochrie, veepee in charge of distribution for RKO. 


the Will 
will be chairmaned by 
Mochrie’s 


Ny: Xs 


acceptance of the post was disclosed in New York last week by Abe 


Montague, 
sales chief of Columbia Pictures. 


aims to buoy the spirits of the hospital’s 
institution’s operation. 
amusement execs in various U. S. 
national and local activities held on behalf of the 


funds for the 
assembled from 
group will supervise 
hospital fund. 


director of the Will Rogers Memorial Hospital Fund and 
Starting Dec. 


15, the two-week salute 
patients as well as raising 
Mochrie’s committee will be 
key cities. This 


Regardless of thousands of letters pouring into the 20th-Fox lot, pro- 


testing against,the racial angle in “No Way Out,” 


Darryl F. Zanuck 


announced that he will continue to make pictures on controversial sub- 


jects. 


“The House of Rothschild,” 


Similar protests were received when he filmed “Chain Gang,” 
“Gentlemen’s Agreement” and 


“Pinky.” 


Zanuck declared he will keep on filming such stories as long as they 


contain entertainment factors. 


























may possibly move up as Daft’s as- 
sistant in charge of domestic sales. 
A. J. O’Keefe reportedly will con- 


tinue as assistant domestic sales 
topper. 
Daff, it is understood, will con- 


tinue directly in charge of the for- 
eign department, as well as super- 
vise all sales for the company. The 
48-vear-old 
films for 
Universal since 1920. 


Daft Succeeds Scuily at U 


Continued from page 3 


Australian has been in. 
almost 35 years and with | 
Only about | 


six months ago he stepped up from , 


ussistant foreign chief to the spot 
held by Joseph Seidelman, who 
had resigned as international sales 
topper, 

Seully’s cortinued requests for 
a switch to less active status have 
been pushed off for months by U 
prexy Nate Blumberg while he at- 
tempted to reorganize the com- 
pany’s top echelon exec situation. 


mit Seully’s 1equest to the board 
With his approval yesterday. 
Scully will get a four-year pact 


under the new arrangement to 
replace the year-to-year deals 
on which all U~ execs’ have 
been working. Move is not a 


but one that will 
active consultative 


pension device, 
call for 


trom Scully for a good part of 
each yvear. 
While terms of the new deal 


have not been made public. it is 
believed they'll be relatively lib- 
erol in view of Scully’s acceptance 
ot the major pay cut taken by all 
U officials during the past two 
years. His previous salary and ex- 
pense guarantee of $126,600 was 
Cul to $69.500 in 1949 and 1950. 
Scully came into the industry 
4s a salesman with Famous Play- 
trs-Lasky in Boston and New 
llaven in 1916. He joined Metro 
'wo years later and moved through 


oranch and district managerships 
Until appointed v.p. and general 
‘SmManager of U in January, 


1920 
Daft joined Progressive Films in 
bourne as an office boy when 
came out of school. He alss 
rved as an assistant projection- 
ist. Atter going through various 
Cepartments, he moved to U in 
1920 and later-was appointed man- 
a‘cer for Victoria and Tasmania. 
In 1935 he became U's Japanese 
Chief. then Far Eastern Supervisor, 











foreign supervisor and v.p. of Uni- 
versal International in 1944. 
Daff yesterday appointed Her- 


} 


‘ Dust,” 


‘ After 


| had 





Briefs From the Lots 


Hollywood, Oct. 24. 











Metro bought “Bowery to Belle- | 


vue,” authored by Emily Barringer, 
as starrer for June Allyson, with 
Armand Deutsch producing . 
Armando Silvestre, Mexican star, 
signed with UI for a role in “Don 
Renegade” .. 
posiponed his N. Y. trip to report 
for added scenes in “Texas Rang- 
ers,” Edward Smali production . . . 
Sally Creighton shifts from radio 
to make her film bow in the How- 
ard Hawks _ production, “The 
Thing,” at RKO ... Jane Powell 
and Vic Damone started song and 
dance rehearsals for “Rich, Young 
and Pretty” at Metro... Maj. Pat- 
rick Whyte, veteran of 17 years 
of service with the British army in 
India, signed as technical advisor 
on Metro’s “Soldiers Three” ‘ 
Metro added two songs, “Spring 
Has Sprung” and “I'd Like to 
Take You Out Dreaming,” to the 
Red Skelton starrer, “Excuse My 
making a tocal of six. 
Eddie Albert will play second 
male lead in the Gary Cooper 
Starrer, “U. S. S. Teakettle” at 
20th- Fox, replacing William Lun- 
digan, who is busy with added 
scenes tor “The Fouse on Tele- 
graph Hill.” Superior court 
approved Mala Powers’ minor con- 
tract with Columbia ... American 


Society of Cinematographers ad- 
mitted seven new members: Wil- 


liam Eglinton, Fayte Brown, Ellis 
W. Carter, Linwood G. Dunn, Don- 
ald G. Glouner, Ernest Miller and 
Harold E. Wellman... ““Meet Me 
the Show” is the new tag 
on “Don't Fence Me In,” Betty 
Grable musical at 20th-Fox 
Darryl Zanuck will produce 
and Bathsheba” personally, 
ing Nov. 27 at Nogales, N. 

Twentieth-Fox began its 
tests of the new Technicolor film 
stock on which the tinter company 
been experimenting for sev- 
eral years .. . Bill Lechner joined 
the “Take Care ot My Little Girl” 
cast at 20th-Fox ... Anne Craw- 
ford, British actress, will make the 
Hollywood bow in “Bonaven- 
ture.” to be produced by Michel 
Kraike and directed by Douglas 
Sirk at Ui Samuel Goldwyn 
will produce “I Want You,” a film 
based on America’s wartime 
mobilization, co-starring Dana An- 
drews and Farley Granger... 
Murray Lehner and Bernard Frank 
will co-produce “Fashions of 1951” 
for Lippert release 


start- 
M. 





-EXHIBS URGED TO HELP 


bert Tonks supervisor of the East- | 


ern and Far Eastern divisions— 
which comprise Japan, Korea, 
China, Furmosa, Hong Kong, Ma- 
laya, Philippines, Indonesia, Indo- 
China, Burma, Siam and India— 
following resignation of Robert M. 
Lury, formerly supervisor of the 
Eastern division. Tonks will con- 
tinue to make his headquarters in 
Manila for the time being. 


He has been general manager 


.for the Philippines and Far East- 
/ern supervisor for U since 1945. 


service | 


His association with the company 
goes back to 1934, when he started 
as a salesman. 

Daif also disclosed that Maurice 
Casey, sales manager in the Philip- 


. , pines since 1948, has been appoint- 
Blumberg finally consented to sub- | ‘a 


ed general manager of the com- 
pany’s Philippines subsidiary. Ca- 
sey has been with U since 1946. 











| Cinema Prods. 


sau Continued from page 7 gmeaam 


sound. Its effect on the audience 


\is startling, according to many in 


‘include S. H. 


the trade who have witnessed it. 


BOOST NATION’S VOT 


Nation’s exhibitors are getting 
the nudge to help boost the num- 
ber of persons voting in the No- 
vember elections. Assist by the 


.theatremen to bring out the vote 


‘material for the promotion. 


In addition to intricate multi-cam- | 


the 
projectors 


era lens work in production, 
system requires three 


which throw synchronized pictures ; 
'on a curved screen. 
Linking of Cinerama with Cin- 


is designed to bring 
first feature using the 
new technique. Specific details 
were lacking, but further dis- 
closures are expected at the con- 
vention of Theatre Owners of 
America in Houston Oct. 30-Nov. 2. 
Others in the Cinemze Prod. group 
Fabian, Fred J. 
Schwartz, Frank Walker. Robert 
W. Dowling and Sam Rinzler. 
Strong public plug for Cinecrama 
came on Monday (20) when Robert 
C. Ruark devoted his entire col- 
umn to the development. His con- 
clusion: “Its introduction into the 
average movie theatre is as inevi- 
table as the adoption of sound after 
Al Jolson made ‘The Jazz Singer’ 


ema Prod. 
about the 


,20-sume years ago.” 


“Convention Week,” 


is asked by the American Heritage 
Foundation, which also is enlisting 
the support of stage and radio. 
AHF two years ago sponsored the 
Freedom Train, which carried his- 
toric documents throughout the 
country in a program which was 
widely publicized by the exhibs. 

Because of its limited facilities 
the Foundation is working with 
civie groups which in turn are to 
contact theatres with 
Ulti- 
mate aim is to impress upon the 
public its responsibility in elect- 
ing local, state and national repre- 
sentatives. 

Cooperating with the Foundation 
in this work are Eric A. Johnston, 
president of the Motion Picture 
Assn. of America; Barney Balaban, 
Paramount prexy, and Spyros P. 
Skouras, 20th-Fox chief, among 
others. Louis Novins, executive as- 
sistant to Balaban, is v. p. of the 
Foundation. 


Col. Sales Drive Cets 
Under Way This Week 


Split in two parts, Columbia’s 
annual sales drive gets underway 
Friday (27). Big push is tagged 
the “Montague Sweepstakes Sales 
and Liquidation Drive,” in honor 
of Abe Montague, veepee and gen- 
eral sales manager. 

First phase of the campai.n, the 
“Qualifying Round,” runs 13 weeks, 
from Friday (27) through Jan. 25, 
1951. Final half, labeled” the 
“Home Stretch,” extends from Jan. 
26 through June 28. 


Binyon’s Stewart Pic 
Hollywood, Oct. 24. 
Claude Binyon's outside pic un- 
der his 20th-Fox pact will be 
starring James 
Stewart, at Paramount. 
He doubles as writer-producer. 





. George Montgomery | 


“David | 


first | 


ideas and. 


Bunche, Gen. Clark Speakers at Pitt 





 Kodak’s Capstaff Cited 


Baltimore, Oct. 24. 

John G. Capstaff, of Kodak Re- 
search Laboratories, last week was 
named an honorary fellow of the 
Photographie Society of America 
in recognition of his contributions 
to motion picture technology. One 
of four new PSA honorary fellows 
cited at the Society’s Saturday 
night (21) banquet here, he is noted 
for applying the reversal process 
to motion picture film, thus mak- 
ing home projection of pix pos- 
sible. 

Some six other individuals were 
named PSA fellows at the event. 
They are: Dr. Emmett K. Carver, 
technical assistant to the manager 
of Kodak Park; Howard C. Colton, 
in charge of Kodak’s color product 
informatisn section; Leopold Go- 
dowsky, co-inventor of Koda- 
chrome film; Charles F. Hutchison, 
Kodak's comptroller of film emul- 
sions; Leopold D. Mannes, coin- 
ventor of Kodachrome, and Harris 
B. Tuttle, a Kodak sales service 
consultant. 


SW6 Nominations 
Stay Unchanged 


Hollywood, Oct. 24. 
Official nominations for officers 
and executive board’ of Screen 
Writers Guild will stand as an- 
nounced two weeks ago following 
failure of any additional nomina- 
tions to be introduced. Annual 
membership meet is Nov. 15 here. 
Up for prexy 
he is unopposed, as is Valentine 
Davies, treasurer. Carrying vice 
prexy nominations are True Board- 
man. Dale Eunson, Edmund _ L. 
Hartmann and Leonard Spigelgass. 
Two candidates receiving high- 
est number of ballots will be 
chosen, with number of votes de- 
{termining who will be first and 
; second veepees. Running for sec- 
iretary are Lee Loeb and George 
| Coprenetner. Fighting for eight 
executive board spots are Syd 
| Bochm, Marvin Borowsky, George 
Bricker, Morgan Cox, Helen 
Deutsch, Carl Foreman, Dorothy 
Hughes, Virginia Kellogg, Gladys 
Lehman, D. M. Marshman, Jr., 
Mary McCall, Jr., Sloan Nibley, 
Walter Reisch, Allen Rivkin, Sid- 
ney Sheldon and Barry Shipman. 
Eight receiving top votes will serve 
two-year terms with eight current 
‘holdover board members. 


New Ideas Rather Than 
Big Money Slated For 
Metro Ballyhoo Drive 


Metro, seeking to map out bally- 
hoo campaigns for upcoming prod- 
uct on a long-range basis, has de- 
/cided against a general hike in the 
“overall ad-publicity budget. Fol- 
lowing a meet at the homeoffice 
last week of representatives of all 
the company’s subsidiary groups 
which can help promote M-G pic- 
tures, it was decided to maintain 
an elastic budget because of the 
number of costly features on the 
future release slate. While the 
‘company will launch @ greatly-ex- 
, panded tub-thumping barrage, ma- 
| jor emphasis is te be put on new 
‘ideas rather than on_ spending 
more money. 

One of these new ideas involves 
an attempt to persuade producers 
to let the ad-publicity staffers see 
rough prints of all pictures as they 
emerge from the studio labora- 
tories. Until now, staffers at both 
the homeoffice and the studio were 
forced to await the final print of 
each feature. 

To further that move, ad-pub 
veepee Howard Dietz and studio 
publicity chief Howard Strickling 
planed out to the Coast last 
weck for huddles with studio 
execs. (Strickling had been at the 
homeoflice for the last two wecks.) 

Basis of the new emphasis on 
ballyhoo is that Metro, for the first 
time in years, has a considerable 
backlog of finished but unreleased 
pictures in the can on which it 
can set up longrange campaigns. 








ithe 


is Karl Tunberg; ! 


} 
| 


Variety Banquet: Climaxes Int! Meet 


Pittsburgh, Oct. 24. 


The 23d annual banquet of Va- 
‘riety Club Tent No. 1 at the Wil- 
liam Penn hotel la8t Sunday (22) 
night climaxed the two-day mid- 
winter meeting of Variety Clubs 
International which was attended 
by all top officers headed by Inter- 
national Chief Barker Mare Wolf, 
and a delegate from each of the 


tents. Only Charles Skouras and 
Fobert O’Donnell were missing. 
Confabs consisted mostly of dis- 


cussions on club affairs and inter- 
tent relations along with a report 
from Philadelphia on pr-parations 
for the 1951 International Conven- 
tion there next May. 

Two-day confab granted a char- 
ter to Las Vegas to be known as 
Tent No. 39 of Southern Nevada, 
It took under advisement a charter 
for Tokyo, Japan, pending an in- 
vestigation. Bill O’Donnell urged 
all tents to resume pre-war plan 
of sending big delegations to the 
annual convention. 

The banquet was rated one of 
the best in the Pitt Variety Tent’s 
history, drawing nearly 1.000, with 
Dr. Ralph Bunche, winner of Nobel 


| Peace price, and General Mark W. 
Clark, chief of 


Army field forces, 
Bunche talked about 
work of the Un.ted Nations, 
while Clark told of defense plans. 
George Murphy, Metro player, was 
toastmaster. Other speakers in- 
cluded Mayor David L. Lawrence, 
Harry Hershfield, William McGraw, 
John H. Harris, Father Lawrence 
O'Connell and Al Kelly, the double- 
talking expert. Latter was intro- 
duced as the Mexico City Tent rep. 
John Payne and Admiral Ben Mor- 
rell also were on the dais. 

M. A. Silver, zone manager for 
Warners here and banquet chair- 
man, was presented with a plaque 
for his work over the last 10 years 
in behalf of Camp O'Connell. the 
Variety Club camp here for under- 
privileged kids. One feature of the 
affair was the presentation of gold 
cards to the 11 original founders 
of Variety Club in Pittsburgh in 
1927. 

The Pitt Tent’s second annual 
humanitarian award went to Broth- 
er Gouvernor Hanze on the 50th 
anni of his founding of St. Barna- 
bas Free Home for the Foor. The 
tent also adopted another orphan. 

Show which followed this ban- 
quet was m.c.’d by Jackie Glea- 
son, with Willie Shore, Bobby Jule, 
Lester Cole and his Debutantes, 
Joan Shepard Dancers, Rosemary 
O'Reilly, the Fontaines, Larry 
Steele’s “Smart Affairs of 1951” 
and the Maurice Spitalny, Billy 
Catizone and Jimmy Tyler bands, 


Theatre TV 


Continued from 


as speakers. 
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might have expected on the aver- 


age Tuesday merning. 


/ children in the area, 
charged admission. 


Telecast was carried also by the 
Century Queen, Long Island; Cen- 
tury Marine, Brooklyn, and Sam 
Pinanski’s Pilgrim theatre, Boston. 
First two houses, as nabes, usually 
don’t open until 1 p.m. daily, so 
ran the President’s speech as a 
special pub service stunt for school 
who were not 
: Theatre TV 
industry hopes to use such ex- 
amples of the part their medim 
can play public relationwise at the 
forthcoming hearings before the 
Federal Communications Commis- 
sion for the assignment of special 
channels’ exclusively for  large- 
screen video. 

On another 
the Michigan theatre, etroit, 
which is carrying al! Univ. of 
Michigan home football games on 
an exclusive video basis, cut iis 
prices Saturday (21) to the regu- 
lar matinee tab of 80c for all seats 
and yet sold less than 1,700 tickets 


theatre TV_ front, 


for the Michigan-Wisconsin game. 
In its pickups of the two previous 
Michigan games this season, the 
4.039-seat house drew 2.000 and 
1.500 payees respectively at a 
$1 89-$2.50 scale. 

RKO circuit. meanwhile, is 
scheduled to tee off ihe first large 
screen video in any of its theatres 
Saturday (28), when the RKO 
Fordham, Bronx, wil! carry a pick- 
up of the Noire Dame-Michigan 


S'ate football game. Theatre will 
take its feed from the DuMont net- 
work and will not up its admission 
prices for the event. 
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H’wood Whips Threat 








Plan and other American aid. As 
a result, the U. S. industry has 
comparatively little coin trozen 
overseas now and is rapidly in the 
process of getting virtually all of it 
out. > 

Back in 1947, with currency re- 
strictions piling up on each other 
throughout the world, the Yank 
industry was fearful of losing al- 
most its entire foreign Income— 
which amounted then to about 35° 
of its total American dis- 
tribs are now believed to be get- 
ting more than they ever have be- 
fore from abroad. 

Rather than face’ increasing 
freezes, period ahead Jooks bright 
for lessening of currency restric- 
tions. It is thought, for instance, 
that when the current Anglo-U. S. 
pact expires next October, England 
may become a free market. 


gross 


Fighting Quotas 


While the currency conversion 
restrictions are coming off, the 
Yanks are busily fighting import 


and screen time quotas. These are 
designed to protect local industries. 
They are a considerable source of 
annoyance, but are expected grad- 
ually to diminish under terms ot 
the General Agreement on Tariff 
and Trade, to which most of the 
U. S. market countries subscribe. 
GATT calls for total elimination 
of import quotas and “reasonable” 
playing time quotas. 

English film industry, which ap- 
peared to be the principal threat 
to Hollywood, made only 56 pix in 
the past 12 months and doesn’t ap- 


Reds Explain’ B. O. Red 


Washington, Oct. 24. 
The Russians have now come 
up with an explanation of their 
own for the fall of American 
film theatre boxoffices. It is 
that our pictures are provoca- 


tive and warlike, unlike the 
“peaceful” Russian films, and 
that our people have such a 


great desire tor peace that they 
will not attend U. S. theatres. 
This explanation was given 
in a speech by the Soviet pro- 
ducer and People’s. Artist 
Alexandrov, at the Second All- 
Union Peace Conference. 








pear set to make more during the 
coming year. French industry, 
which held an important place in 
the markets of Europe, is virtually 
moribund, with very little product 
being turned out. It is dis-, 
organized and lacks financing. 

Italian filmmakers, who started 
off with quite an impact right after | 
the war, are also having their trou- 
bles. They are turning up with lit- 
tle more for the international mar- 
ket than are the French, but are 
making a fairly large number of 
pix for domestic consumption. 

Elsewhere in Europe, the Ger- 
many industry is just starting to 
burgeon, but won't be making any 
important number of films’ for 
years. Some product is being made 
in Scandinavia, some in Spain and 
some behind the Iron Curtain. It 
all serves to use up some domestic 
screen time, but is no competition 
in world markets. 

In Latin America the fight is a 
bit stiffer, but not dangerous. The 
Mexican filmmakers have been de- 
veloping well with much govern- 
mental assistance and are turning 
out about 120 films this year. They 
find ready playing time in their 
own country and are gaining ac- 
ceptance in other Spanish-speak- 
ing markets. 


Argentina offers the toughest 
Situation, not so much from the 
standpoint of product, but fron 
the obstreperousness of the Peron 
dictatorship. No new Hollywood 
films, except for a few United Art- 
ists releases, have gone in there 
for about 18 months. Under such 
circumstances, the local producers 
are naturally flourishing. 

India has a very large industry 
of its own, reputedly c ° > second in 
size to that of the U. S. Pix are 
Strictly for home consumption, 
however, and they don’t serve to 
cut down on acceptance of the Hol- 


lywood = offerings. Japan has a 
fledgling industry, while China, 


of course, is now out of the U. S. 
orbit. 

There is picturemaking in a 
number of other countries, but not 
either of the quality or the quan- 
tity to be worth much notice. 

At one time, Hollywoodites were 


Continued from page I 








fearful not only of losing cheir 
overseas markets to foreign pro- 
ducers, but a large chunk of the 
domestic gross in this country. That 
likewise hasn’t come to pass. Brit- 
ish product has very limited accept- 
ance, mostly in art houses now, 
while the French and Italian films 
which were proving socko after the 
war and drawing houses increasing- 
lv into the art orbit, have been so 
sparse and poor recently that they 
have been insignificant in the total 
grosses they draw off 





Mono, Banks Talk 


Year's Prod. Coin 


Hollywood, Oct. 24. 


Deal is being negotiated by 
George Burrows, treasurer. of 
Monogram, for Security-First Na- 
tional Bank of L.A. and Bank of 


America to finance company’s en- 
tire production output for next 12 
months. 

Company in past has financed its 
product through two western and 
two eastern banks. Policy in the 
past has been for these four banks 
to put up 60° of production costs 
on revolving credit. Burrows is 
talking same deal with local banks. 





Regional Exhibitor 
Leaders Continue 
To Pummel Distribs 


Although exhibitors had no com- 
plaints to fling at company sales 
manager during open sessions of 
the Allied States convention early 
this month in Pittsburgh, leaders 
of regional exhib associations are 
continuing their blasts at the dis- 
tributors. The local leaders also 
are urging the individual operators 
to “speak up” against whatever 
sales injustices they encounter. 

Pete Wood, secretary of the In- 
dependent Theatre Owners of Ohio, 
offered his explanation of the 
theatremen’s silence in the face 
of what he terms “forced selling” 
of pix by the companies. In a new 
organizational bulletin, Wood said 
the exhibs are accepting such deals 
as six films for the price of eight 
because of “fear of reprisals or re- 
taliation on the part of the sales- 
man or exchange manager.” 

Wood told his group there can 
be no doubt that 
revenue is climbing as a result of 
“illegal forcing of unwanted pic- 
tures.” He summoned the mem- 
bership to the ITOO convention in 
Cincinnati, Nov. 13-15, and prom- 
ised the org’s full aid in situations 
where licensing is said to be in- 
equitable. Following the pattern 
set at the national Allied conclave, 
the Ohio unit’s conference will be 
highlighted by a ‘“iilm_ clinic” 
where theatreowners may exchange 
views on buying product and state 
their complaints to the organiza- 
tion. 

“Film clinie” idea, meanwhile, is 
spreading through virtually all Al- 


lied affiliates which are slating the , 


forums at their local meetings. Al- 
lied Theatres of Michigan, which 
is headed by Ed Johnson, presi- 
dent, and Charles W. Snyder, exec- 
utive secretary, intends to hold at 
least four meetings annually in 
each local area of the Michigan 
territory. The thought is to give 
every member ample opportunity 
to bring their grievances to the at- 
tention of the local leaders who in 
turn will seek adjustments by the 
film companies involved. 

Full discussion of film buying 
problems also is on the agenda for 
the Nov. 


Wilbur Snaper, president of the 


outfit, consistently has contended | 


that distribs are overly aggressive 
in selling product to their accounts. 
He will invite complaints against 
trade practices at the ATONJ ses- 
sion and promises to bring any un- 


fair dealings to the attention of | 


the film companies. 


U-I’s 19-Pic Backlog 
Hollywood, Oct. 24. 
With the completion of “The 
Prince Who Was a Thief,” Univer- 
sal-International has a backlog of 
19 pictures, of which seven are in 
Technicolor, setting a new 1950 
high tor that studio. 





distributors’ | 


14 conclave of Allied. 
Theatre Owners of N. J. in Passaic. | 


arly Late Show’ Still 


Although a test of an ‘early 
late show” 
Queens theatres in the New York 
metropolitan area went into its 
fourth week Monday (23), results 


of the experiment are still incon- 


clusive, according to several execs | 


of circuits participating in the try- 
out. Following landslide approval 
by filmgoers, the plan became ef- 
fective Oct. 1. It calls for the final 
twin-feature to start on weekdays 
between 8 and 8:30 p.m. 

While there has been good pub- 
lic reaction to the “early late 
show.” Loew’s Theatres ad-pub 
director Ernest Emerling declared 
this week that it is too early to de- 
termine whether the plan is stimu- 
lating business. However, he 
pointed out that “more and more 
people are coming in at the right 
time.” John Cassidy, of RKO 
Theatres, also feels that the scheme 
hasn't had a fair test as yet. He 
cited the World Series, the Louis- 
Charles fight and unseasonable 
weather as factors which hampered 
an accurate check. 


Yank Pix Bolster 
Lead in Foreign 
Markets—Ritchey 


back to an 
worldwide market for Hollywood 
product was predicted in New 
York yesterday (Tuesday) by Mon- 
ogram International prez Norton 
V. Ritchey following an 8l-day 
global tour. Overseas theatre out- 
lets. he said, which the American 
industry had lost in the past are 
now being recaptured. 

This being accomplished 
Ritchey declared, despite occa- 
sional trade barriers thrown up by 
foreign governments to. protect 
domestic pictures. Trend back to 


A .swing improved 


is 


U.S. films, he pointed out, is basi- 
cally motivated by economic rea- 
sons. For “native pictures aren't 


paving off’ in the Far East nor in 
Europe. 

Ritchey inclined to feel that 
restrictions against American prod- 
uct in. Britain, France, Italy and 
sundry other countries will tend 
to lessen in time because foreign 
exhibitors will pressure their gov- 
ernments to let down the burs 
“since they make more money with 
Hollywood pictures.” Everywhere, 
he added, domestic production is 
tapering off. 

Italian film 


Is 


industry, Ritchey 
observed, is in “tough financial 
difficulties’’ and most of its plight 
can be traced to over-emphasis of 
its own product. ‘In India banks 
won't finance native producers and 
90°° of the funds going into films 
there is lost and represents ‘sucker’ 
money. With the loss of the Israeli 
market,” he noted, “the Egyptian 
industry is losing money.” 
During a_ three-week stay in 
Japan, Ritchey conferred with of- 
ficials representing the Supreme 
Command Allied Powers in regard 
to licenses for Monogram and 
Allied Artists films in that terri- 
tory. SCAP approved permits for 
three pix as “re-orientation” fea- 
tures while some 16 more were 
given the green light as “non- 
reorientation” material. 
| Following a SCAP directive last 
May permitting independent dis- 
tribution in Japan, Mono quit the 
| Motion Picture Export Assn. and 
_inked a release deal with Shochiku 
Co., Ltd. Firm operates 83 of its 
own houses and books an affiliated 
circuit of 915 other theatres. 
Ritchey feels that there is a 
“good possibility of conversion of 
* in the Nippon territory. 


yen 
Mechanics and directives, he said, 
which would bring this about are 
now being set up to enable Yank 
producers to withdraw a portion 
of their rentals in dollars. Else- 
/ where in the Far East, he revealed, 
American companies are getting 
partial remittances from Indonesia, 
the Philippines and full remit- 
tances from Hongkong and Siam. 





Joins Col. As Ad Aide 

John Cunningham has joined Co- 
lumbia Pictures in the newly-creat- 
ed post of ad assistant to ad-pub 
head Arthur A. Schmidt. 

Cunningham had been with the 
advertising agency of Huber, Hoge 
& Son for the past two years. Pre- 
viously he held posts with Warner 
Bros.. Buchanan Agency and Dona- 
j hue & Coe. 


. 


Untested Sufficiently 


policy by some 91) warking lot attendant as having, vens, John Cromwell and George 


























Mankiewicz’s SDC Victory 
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‘been at his office several times | Marshall. 


that day. 
Evidence was 


was headquartered in DeMille’s of- 
fice and that Keays ordered SDG’s 
paid office staff to take member- 
ship lists to DeMille’s office and 


| 


| 
| 
| 


Mankiewicz was instructed to 


also presented take steps within a week to elect a 
that the entire recall movement! new board of directors. 


He has set 
a luncheon meeting for Wednesday 
(25) of committee of past presi- 


| dents to set up the machinery for 


mail out the recall ballots. It was 
also charged that DeMille and | 
Rogell without authority, used 


SDG-franked return envelopes as 
enclosures with anonymous _bal- 
lots. 

It was also charged that in send- 
ing out recall ballots, DeMille per- 
sonally scratched names of 50-odd 
directors he thought to be particu- 
larly friendly to Mankiewicz and 
who might have thus tipped off 
Guild’s prexy that the recall move- 
ment was underway. As it was, 
Mankiewicz read about the recall 
in the trade press the following 
day. 

Incidentally, among other things 
membership ordered Sunday night 
was the destroying of recall bal- 
lots that were uncounted. This 
eliminates further use of the re- 
straining order secured by attor- 
ney Martin Gang in behalf of 25 
directors against the recall; also 
Any further necessity for deposi- 
tion from Keays, which SDG at- 
torney Mabel Walker Willebrandt, 
on Friday, succeeded in having 
postponed for one week. 

Procedure 

Mankiewicz at Sunday’s meeting 
made it clear he had not raised 
an issue on the loyalty oath but 
on the undemocratic procedure 
that related to passage of the loy- 
alty oath by the membership. Man- 
kiewicz said he is unalterably op- 
posed to the open ballot, a black- 
list and a mandatory oath. He 
said all three procedures were un- 
American. DeMille defended the 
position of his faction, but as the 
debate wore on and his loss of 
ground became evident, DeMille 
turned his fire on what he charged 
to be questionable politics of his 
opponents. He singled out the 25 
directors who signed a petition ask- 
ing for the membership meeting 
and an injunction against the re- 
call movement. Without naming 
names, DeMille said that most of 
the 25 directors were or are affili- 
ated with leftist or subversive or- 
ganizations and theories. 

There and then, DeMille 
The meeting started to hiss 
boo him. 

Men who were not among the 
25 signers of the petition took the 
floor against DeMulie’s accusations. 
John Cromwell, Don Hartman, Rou- 
ben Mamoulian, Herbert Leeds, 
William Wellman and John Ford, 
among others, bitterly assailed De- 
Mille’s statements. One director 
said that he was sick and tired of 
necessity to constantly defend his 
Americanism every time he wished 
to express a viewpoint in opposi- 
tion to DeMille. 


lost. 
and 


Another director said he was, 
“wallowing in the muck of Bas- 
,togne,”’ at the time “DeMille was 


defending his capital gains in Hol- 
lywood.” 

Rogell and Leo McCarey at- 
tempted to side with DeMille, but 
only briefly and ineffectually. Ro- 
gell earlier read a deposition he 
had filed in support of the recall 
movement against Mankiewicz. In 
that deposition he charged 
kiewicz with having given 
leged 
RIETY. 

Late in the meeting, when it was 
already evident that Mankiewicz 
had won a complete victory, De- 
Mille was asked from the floor to 
retract his charges against the 25 
directors. DeMille flatly. refused, 
claiming his charges were based on 
fact. 

It was about this time that 
George Stevens took the floor and 
offered his resignation from the 
board of directors. He said that 
he could no longer serve with that 
body. The members present re- 
fused to accept his resignation. 
Stevens then launched into his 
charges against the board and 
Keays. 

Ford Moves for Bd. Resignation 

John Ford then made motion for 


information to DaiLy Va- 


Man- | 
privi- 


who wishes examine it. 


resignation of the entire board of | 


directors. The motion was sec- 


onded by Walter Lang — and the | 


board was out. 

The membership then instructed 
Mankiewicz to vest control of the 
Guild in the hands of the president 
and a committee composed of past 
presidents of the Guild: King 

i Vidor, Frank Capra, George Ste- 


the election. As of late yesterday 
afternoon, Mankiewicz had not yet 
appointed the committee of five di- 
rector members to investigate 
charges of malfeasance made by 
Stevens. 

The board of directors who were 
forced to resign were: Rogell, Les- 
ley Selander, Keays, George 
Sidney, Robert Breckner, Seymour 
Berns, Claude Binyon, Frank Bor- 
zage, Clarence Brown, David But- 
ler, Merian C. Cooper, DeMille, 
Harvey Dwight, Ford, Tay Gar- 
nett, Lang, Frank McDonald, 
John F. Murphy, Mark Robson, 
William A. Seiter, Richard Wallace, 
John S. Waters, Stevens, Arthur 
Jacobson and Frank Capra. 

Capra actually resigned last 
Thursday evening in open protest 
against failure -of the DeMille- 
Rogell faction’s failure to go 
through with the plan to recall the 
recall movement. This had been 
discussed at the SDG board meet- 
ing the previous evening, when 
board gave Mankiewicz a surprise 
unanimous vote of confidence. 

However, the following day De- 
Mille demanded from Mankiewicz 
an act of contrition, which Man- 
kiewicz flatly refused. DeMille 
then dropped the idea of recalling 
the recall, and Capra walked out 
on him and the board. 

Following the vote calling for 
the resignation of all board mem- 
bers, Guild attorney Mabel Walker 
Willebrandt tendered her resigna- 
tion, stating she had been engaged 
by the retiring directorate. Later, 
she denied that we gee spoken in 
defense of the board at the meet- 
ing, but only answered questions 
put to her by Mankiewicz on par- 
liamentary procedure. She agreed, 
however, to continue handling the 














brief filed by SDG with the Na- 

tional Labor Relations Board in 

Washington until a successor is 
selected. 

| 

MPIC Oath | 
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posed to those, organized and in- 
dividual, who persist in calling 
Communist all who disagree with 
them. As a result, the MPIC does 
not believe a man is a Communist 
solely because he is called one. No 
more does it believe that a man is 
not a Communist because he slyly 
and fraudently signs an oath say- 
ing he is not. 

“The root of the matter lies no 
more in privately printed lists of 
so-called Communists than it does 
in industry-wide signing of oaths 
which perhaps may serve to white- 
wash the guilty. 

“To deal with these problems, a 
sub-committee was formed some 
weeks ago. 
recommendation. That report was 
to be studied by the governing 
bodies of the component groups. 
This report has been seized upon as 
a recommendation. It is not. It 
was not intended to be. 


“Despite the premature assess- 
ment of its deliberations, the 
MPIC has decided on the follow- 
ing course of action: A committee 
ot 10 representing each compo- 
..2ent group in the council has been 
organized. Obiective No. 1 will 
be to mobilize the resources of the 
nation’s critical fight against the 
national and international Com- 
munist menace. Objective No. 2 
will be to create some program 
that will protect individuals in this 
industry from _ baseless. slander 
where it can be proved beyond a 
question of doubt that the slander 
is baseless. 

“The MPIC does not defend the 
industry itself—for the industry 
needs no defense. Its record’ on 
Americanism is clear. Let anyone 
It is eas- 
ily available.” 





‘Grande’ In San Antonio Bow 
San Antonio, Oct. 24. 
World premiere of Republic's 
“Rio Grande” will be held here at 
the Majestic Nov. 1. 
Stars of the film, John Wayne 
and Maureen O'Hara, will lead the 
Hollywood contingent coming here 


i for the premiere. 


It made a report, not a _ 
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High on the Warner Bros. 
list of stars-on-the-rise 


is Patrice Wymore. 

She is now being starred 
with Errol Flynn 

in “ROCKY MOUNTAIN” 
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Determine Fate 
Of Exhib Prod. | 
Co. at TOA Meet 


Fate of the National Exhibitors 
Film Co. is likely to be determined 
at the Theatre Owners of America | 
convention in Houston Oct. 30-) 
Nov. 2, with present “indications 
pointing to virtually complete aban- 
donment of the production-financ- 
ing project. 

Interest in the firm, which came 
into being with an announced capi- 
talization goa_ of $10,000,000, stead- 
ily has been waning to the extent 
that several of the original circuit- 
operating sponsors have bowed out. 
Primary aim of the outfit w2s step- 
ping up the supply of product 
through providing the financing for 
independent prodvcers. Svarked by 
S. H. Fabian, head of Fabian The- 
atres. close to 25 prominent the- 
aire ops joined hands in svonsoring 
the firm. Actual operations were 
to begin with an initial capitaliza- 
tion of $2.000,009. Althongh the 
corporation has continued in exist- 
ence, efforts to convert the stock 
pledges into actual investment have 


been suspended for the past six 
months. 

With nearly all of the original 
NEFC backers slated to attend the 
TOA conclave, the indication is 
that the outfit will be wp for dis- 
cussion. It follows that NEFC 


might find its final burial place in 
Houston. 











Quota Sstit | 
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payments due under the old Blum- 
Byrnes agreement of 1946. 

Eric Johnston, prez of MPAA, 
had planned to accompany Mc- 
Carthy to France for talks on gen- 
eral revision of the Franco-U. S 
pact in November. This project 
has been postponed, pending out- 
come of McCarthy's negotiations. 
It is expected that when these 
overall talks do start, Johnston 
will ask for unrestricted imports. 

McCarthy will go from Paris to 
Frankfort for conversations there 
on Reich efforts to limit U. S. im- 
ports. Whether he will go to 
Madrid or not is indefinite. It is 
unlikely, however, in view of pres- 
ent strained relations between the 
Spanish and U. S. governments, 
which have been further aggra- 
vated in the past few days by the 
State and Justice Dept. rulings 
that Spanish Falangist party mem- 
bers are ineligible ‘for American 
visas. 

Unless the governmental re- 
lationships improve, it is thought 
by MPAA toppers that there is 
little likelihood of reaching agree- 
ment on their level. Spanish sit- 
uation is a very poor one for U. S. 
disiribs in that for each pie to be 
imported a license must be ob- 
tained trom a Spanish producer. 
Latter gets an import permit for 
each pic he makes. 

McCarthy will go to London to 
extend personally the invitation 


recently issued by the MPAA and | 


Society of Independent Motion 
Picture Producers to Harold Wil- | 
son, prez of the Board of Trade, 
and R. G. Somervell, his aide, to 
come to New York for the inking 
of the new Anglo-U. S. treaty. No 
reply has been received by MPAA 


or SIMPP in New York to the in- | 


vitation issued a couple of weeks 
ago. 








| 
| Censor Test 
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A. a 


when motion pictures were in their 
infancy. Films at that time were 
cassified by the Supreme Court 
as “spectacles” and not to be re- 


garded as “part of the press of 
the country or as organs of pub- 
lic opinion.” 


Industry 
censorship 


hopes for upsetting 
boards were consider- 
ably bolstered by the Supreme 
Court itself when it rendered its 
decision in the industry antitrust 
suit. The 1948 opinion included 
this comment: “We have no doubt 
that motion pictures, like news- 
papers and radio. are included in 
the press, whose’ freedom 
Zuaranteed by the First Amend- 
nicnt.” However the statement 
came in the form of a supplemen- 
tary remark rather than an out- 
right ruling. 


is 


' with 


‘it now 
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en 
several TOA-affiliated associations 
in the field promise to come up 
their own “favorite son” 
nominees. For this reason, present 
indications of the next occupant of | 
the presidential spot could hardly 
be conclusive. 

Wolfson, O’Donnell and Corwin | 
represent the choices of many near 
the TOA helm who said they recog- 
nize that the three have been es-} 
pecially active in the org’s affairs | 
inception. Drawback to 
the job is the amount of time it will 


require, mostly in N. Y. Member- 
ship is expected to insist that the 
next prexy devote almost all his 
efiorts to the post, to the virtual 
exclusion of his own interests. 
Wolfson, O’Donnell and Corwin 
have had a voice in nearly all TOA 
decision of national importance in 
the past, and all are said to qualify | 
for the presidency by virtue of 
their immediate knowledge of its | 
problems and responsibilities. 


since its 





‘Draft Pinanski’ 
Boston, Oct. 24. | 


Lockwood Says: 


| according 
| Pentagon exec. 


i the U. S. grade.” 


) Legion of Decency To 
Reconsider ‘Lucky’ 


National Legion of Decency, 
a “condemned” rating originally 
given Pentagon Pictures’ 
import, “Third Time Lucky.” Sev- 


eral scenes to which ‘the Legion | 


objected have now been deleted, 
to Robert Frackman, | 
“Condemned” tag 
‘led to the picture’s ban in Provi- | 
| dence last week by that city’s po- | 


| lice censor. 


In giving the thumbsdown to 
“Lucky,” the Legion described the 


film as a “glorification of criminal 
characters and a condonation of 
illicit actions.”’ Frackman disclosed 
in New York last week that among 
the sequences scissored was a 


scene depicting a “fixed” dog race. | 
Picture’s initial U. S. booking was | 


to have been 
Providence. 
Film was reviewed 


at Loew's State, 


in VARIETY, 


issue of Jan. 19, 1949, by Myro 
as an entry which “sets out to 


prove that gambling doesn’t pay. 
It is a conventional theme and 
the production, whieh lacks big 
star names, is not 
Glynis Johns tops 


the cast in this J. Arthur Rank- 


Mario Zampi production, 





Arthur H. Lockwood, chairman 
of Board of Theatre Owners of | 
America, stated yesterday (23) | 
that in his opinion the national 








COMPO Nix | 





convention convening Oct. 30 in 
Houston should draft present prez 
Sam Pinanski for the next term 
and extend the elective officers’ | 
terms to two years. 


Amplifying his statement, Lock- 
wood said he feels that the pres- | 
ent one-year term of TOA officers | 
is not sufficient to enable en- 
cumbents to formulate and put 
into effect any longrange plans. | 
It is also his belief that TOA top| 
control of the organization should | 
be sectional instead of concentrat- | 
ed among northern exhibitors, as | 

is. 


Under no cies will 
Lockwood be a candidate for re-| 
election, and i: Pinanski refuses | 
to run for re-election Lockwood 
favors election of a Southern or 
Southwestern exhibitor as presi- 
dent for two years, with Pinanski 
as chairman of the board. 


| Butterfield Sale | 


| 
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sale 
in | 


| 


and properties in the total 
amount of $896,000, payable 
cash and notes. 


M. F. Gowthorpe, president of 
W. S. Butterfield Theatres, Ine. 
and Butterfield Michigan Theatres 
Co., said the stock transaction 
would not in any way affect the 
management of the Butterfield | 
companies. All of the remaining 
stock interests which control the 
management of the companies are 
owned by the Butterfield estate. | 
The 10°% holdings RKO had in the 
companies was purchased by the 
estate several months ago. 

The Butterfield companies oun 
(in part or wholly) lease, or man- | 
age 112 theatres in Michigan with 
12 of them currently closed some | 
of which are in summer resort 
areas. Biggest holdings -are in| 
‘Grand Rapids and Flint, where the 
companies own eight theatres each. 
All five theatres in Ann Harbor, 
seat of the university, are owned 
by Butterfield. 


University officials let it be 
known they had inquired into the 
possible effects of television on 
movies 
They said they learned that “there 
is more money in popcorn than in 


theatre admissions” and that they | 


aren't worried about video. Be- 
sides, they said, “we are not buy- 
ing theatres—we’re buying some 
stock which will be added to the 


versity, which 
of finencial investments. 


Briggs said it took four months | 
to arrange the purchase, with final | 


details completed Thursday night | 
(19) and announced the following., 
day. 

Present at the closing meeting | 


were Briggs, two university re- 
gents; Earl Hudson, president of | 
United Detroit Theatres, a sub-! 


sidiary ‘of United Paramount, and | 
S. B. Siegel, controller of United 
Paramount. The regents,:J. Joseph 


Herbert, of Manistique, and Ros- | 


coe O. Bonisteel, of Ann Harbor, 
were named to serve on the Butter- 


field board of directors for the. 
, university. 


Warner Bros. 


| by 
/parties slated: Motion 


_tective Assn. 
before closing the deal. | 


| day, 
“investment portfolio” of the uni- | 
includes a variety | 
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CCO-{PO here run from such epi- | 


| 


thets as 
heavy 


“It stinks” to 


“It’s top 
and a duplicate 


organiza- 


| tion.” 


Exhib 
the rest 
| publicly 


reaction to COMPO in 
of the country—at least 
expressed—has been fa- 
vorable. Only difficulty it has had 
in lining up support 
certain units of Theatre Owners 
of America, which have felt the 
system of representation geo- 
graphically on COMPO's_ exec 
board is not broad enough. This 
has led to grousing and local balks, 


| but no out-and-out refusals to go 


along, such as has taken place 
here. 
Whether TOA members in the 


Philly area will follow their Allied 
colleagues is open to question. The 
circuit and National 


has been) : : 
used up virtually all coin earned in 


it’s | 
, understood, will shortly re-classify 


British 


likely to make | 


‘in this 


Theatres’ reps will undoubtedly : 
support it, since that is national 
policy as dictated from the home- | 


office. William Goldman, local 
circuit op with quite a rep as a 
curmudgeon, declares he has been 
too occupied with other matters 
to give a thought to COMPO. 

Allied board here endorsed all 
other actions of Allied at the Pitts- 
burgh conclave. It took an addi- 
tional backhanded swipe 
COMPO by declaring that 
Allied, with its democratic pro- 
cedures and its rule of local auton- 
omy is. in the position of safe- 
guarding minorities.” 
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right protection in most countries 


of the globe without the present! 


uncertainty and red tape. 
Meantime, the delegates are in 
for a stiff round of entertainment 
in Washington, 
show business. Among’ the 
Picture 
Assn. of America will be host at a 


, screening and buffet Thursday ‘26), 


and on Friday Broadcast Music, 
Inc. will host a dinner. Sigmund 
Romberg and the Songwriters Pro- 
will pick up the tab 
for a dinner Saturday. 

On Sunday, National Assn. of 
Broadcasters is sponsoring a sight- 
seeing tour to Mt. Vernon, Va., es- 
| tate of George Washington. 


tion and cocktail party on Thurs- 
Nov. 2 

Among those already here or 
slated to show before the end of 
the convention are: Ellis Arnall, 


Motion Picture Producers; Joshua | 
Binion Cahn, Artists Equity Assn.; 
|Erwin D. Canham and Kenneth E. 


at | 
“only | 


much of it hosted | 


NAB, 
/is offering a television demonstra- 


prexy of Society of Independent | 
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him, 


| compromise measure, to a 
German quota on playing time. 
| This is aimed to appease the Ger- 
' man filmmakers, who have been 
vituperously claiming that unre- 
| stricted American imports would | 
| kill the infant industry. 

State Dept. 
to have unofficially communicated 
its desires regarding the 


governments and has_ informal 
agreements from them. This is 
necessary to make any ruling apply 
| through the tri-zonal western area. 

Johnston and McCarthy, in pre- 
senting their case to State for un- 
| restricted imports, pointed out that 
Germany is the focal point in the 
current battle of ideologies. 
millions of dollars being spent on 
the “Voice of America” program, 
they declared it illogical to restrict | 
the powerful message that Amer- 


ican pictures could carry to the | 


Western Zone. 


They also argued that 


unregu- 
lated imports would 


not mean 


| flooding of the market, as the Ger- 
| mans 


claimed. Great restrictive 
factor is the cost of dubbing, which 


import | the area about Nov. 26. 
quota to the French and British | 


With | 


‘ing setup which 


Pix to Germany | Late-Nov. Date Set 
his i ble —_— ue ‘By ELC for Action 


Yank industry is agreeable, as a | 
mild 


On NY. Practices 


| With framework of its 


$15,000,000 antitrust action against 
, the Loew’s and RKO circuits in the 
'N. Y¥. area, Eagle Lion Classics 


is understood also | promises to make its first pitch for 


overhauling booking practices in 


At that time ELC intends to step 
into U. S. district court with a 
motion for a temporary injunction 
against the two circuits and eight 
distributors, restraining them from 
various business methods which 
the plaintiff alleges are illegal. 
Awaiting the new move is the ree 
quired completion by the defen- 
dants ot their answers to the come 
plaint. Deadline for these was 
| Oct. 26 but ELC has indicated 
| Willingness to grant a 30-day ex- 
tension. 

First drastic change in the book- 
ELC will seek 
would enjoin the companies from 
licensing any picture to either a 
Loew's or RKO prior-run house on 
an exclusive basis. Furthermore, 
if ELC has its way, there would 


the Yanks claim makes sending too | continue to be no such exclusive 


many pix 
nomic. 


Lack of an import quota will not 
mean the 


into Germany uneco- 


en. 
from the Economic Cooperation 
Administration to thaw funds earn- 
ed on certair ;ix. Money unfrozen 
way, puis expenditures for 
dubbing and vperating offices, has 
Germany, 


however. Added pix 


Americans are getting | tive market. 
|}any more coin out of Germany im- 
|mediately, since all funds are froz- bookings of an M-G picture in any 

All they get is an allowance two or mere Loew’s houses, 





runs until indie theatre ops were 
sufficient in number and market 
standing to afford ELC a competi- 
Firm also wants an 
injunction against simultaneous 
with 
the same restraint placed on RKO. 


KO Deadline 


‘i'm Continued from page 5 == 











i 


— 


will only permit more marks to be | companies took on responsibility 
put in deep freeze for thawing at for the suits on a 50-50 basis. 


some later date. 


' Likelihood is that RKO will do the 


Battle between' Americans and same in all cases where the distri- 


in Germany with a campaign | 
against Hollywood product. 


Stock Buys | 


| 

















aus Continued from page 7 
vorcement comes. 
retire entirely 
issues, 
$35 and the $4.50 at $100. 


Continuing rise of Paramount cail the loans on grounds of tech- 


Germans over the quota has been , bution and exhibition subsidiaries 
backed by the nationalistic press | i equally involved. 


However, 
such cases as Eagle Lion 
Classics’ damage suit against the 


‘RKO circuit alone, expectation is 


that this subsid will shoulder full 
responsibility, with the produc- 
tion-distribution firm remaining 
unencumbered with the action. 


Important subject as yet unre- 


It is planning to’ solved is the $10,000,000 in bank 
the two preferred | 


the $1.50 being callable at | trib-production firm. 


loans which will inure to the dis- 
With the re- 
are free to 


organization, banks 


Pictures’ shares on the N. Y. Stock | nical default, thus forcing the new 
Exchange has also had the effect of |\company into new arrangements 


| putting a temporary quietus on the | 
|major’s plans of buying its own 
| stock on the open market. 
cause of the steady price increase, 
the firm hasn't purchased its own 
stock in any meaningful amount 
/ Since last July 1. 

Par’s program is to reduce its | 
capitalization to what is considered 
a more realistic level and for this 
reason heretofore had been acquir- 
ing its own shares steadily, out of 
treasury funds. 
the company reached the point 
where it had about 2,600,000 shares 
outstanding. However, since that 
date the stock has been mounting 


Be- | per annum. 


‘at more stringent terms. Present 
borrowings are at terms of 2!2°% 
Revising the credit 
agreement in the name of the new 
prod.-distrib outfit is figured not 
to constitute a problem; instead, 
the difficulty might be in continu- 
ing it at the same favorable terms, 


iIt was recalled RKO stressed this 
,point when it raised argument for 


As of last July 1 | 


the recent divorcement extension 
from last May 8 to Jan. 1. 


Overall matter or reorganization 


has been the subject of top-echelon 


in price and the firm felt it would | 


| be wise to refrain from more pur- 
chases for the time being. The 
shafes, which have hit a low of 
17'2 for the current year, closed 
, Monday (23) at 2114. Firm feels 
it would interfere with the upward 
trend if it were to support itself 
continually on the exchange. 
Precise amount of desirable 
| Capitalization, meanwhile, consti- 
tutes a good subject for intramural 
discussion at the Par homeoffice. 
Consensus is that a total outstand- 
ing issue of 1,500,000 to 2.000.000 
shares would be the “realistic” 
structure. . 
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lertuniatetenneell 
insult to the 
| moviegoer.” 








intelligence of the 


Raine, International Federation of the press pursuing the same objec- 


the Phonograph Industry; 
|La Chapelle, 
| Authors 


G. De 
French Society of 
in North America; Her- 


/man Finklestein, American Society | 
| of Composers, Authors & Publish- | 


(ers; Hugh M. Funes, American 
Performing Rights Society; Sydney | 
Kaye, Broadeast Music, Inc.; Sid- | 
;ney W. Wattenberg, Music Pub- 
, lishers’ Protective Assn.; Sydney | 


tive in the safeguarding of democ- 
‘racy. He said as newspapers are 

_feared by America’s enemie: in the 
country, foes of the American SYS- 
tem fear U. S. motion pictures out- 
'Side the country. He said he won- 
dered how the U. S. could expect 
to convince peoples abroad of the | 
| sincerity of our belief in freedom | 
‘of expression, if, through censor- 


Schreiber, Motion Picture Assn. of Ship, the country fails to practice 


} America general counsel. 


»What it preaches. 


homeoffice meetings for the past 
several weeks, all on the premise 
that the Jan. 1 deadline is not 
likely to be extended. However, 
possibility that the major will ask 
for additional time is not. dis- 


counted. 





of FPC and 313% 








Par Renews 
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of the balance 
of such total adjusted net earn- 
ings. 

In addition, 
Par 











he receives from 
International $144.24 a week 


‘plus $125 in expenses. 


Johnston said he saw films and. 


Bolstad’s pact with FPC gives 
him $225 a week oplus_ the 
greater each year of (a) a flat sum 
of $6,000 or ‘b) a sum equal to the 
aggregate of the following per- 


centages: 212° of the first $250,000 
of adjusted net earnings of FPC 


and 123° of the balance of such 
total adjusted net. In addition, he 
receives from Par International 


$100 a week plus $75 expenses. 


The exchange rate indemnifica- 
tion clause in both execs’ Par In- 
ternational contracts provide that 
the latter company will pay them 


the amount lost in conversion from 


Canadian to U. S. dollars on 
| money they “save” out of their 


compensation from FPC after de- 


duction of living and personal ex- 
penses incurred in Canada, the 


amount not to exceed $7,500. 
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3 MANHUNTS 
IN ONE-- 
EACH ONE | 
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Introducing And Starrin 


CHARLTON HESTON - LIZABETH SOT -VIVECA LINDFORS - DEAN JAGGER - DON DeFORE 


Directed by WILLIAM DIETERLE » Screenplay by John Meredyth Lucas and Larry Marcus » Adaptation by Ketti Frings 
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staff and crew together on a con-, 

tinuous basis. They are now sub- | 

ject to hiatuses that force them to 
keep seeking in-between jobs, 

May Switch Distrib 

No discussions have been held 


with any outside producer. Pre- 
liminary talks—not initiated by 
Kramer—have taken place with nu- 
merous other companies that are 
desirous of distributing Kramer pix 
when his contract with UA for one 
more film after “Cyrano” is com- 
pleted. 

It was said by a top spokesman 
for the producer that he hoped UA 
would build itself into a strong or- 
ganization by the time contract re- 
newal comes up, in which case he’d 
like to stay with UA. Otherwise, 
he'll probably go with one of the 
majors offering him a distribution 
deal. 


La 

In the event any of these deals 
were not to his liking, however, it 
was admitted that Kramer has in 
mind the possibility of establish- 
ing his own distributing outfit, pos- 
sibly resembling the abbreviated 
initial-selling setup of the original 
Selznick Releasing Organization. In 
that case, of course, other indie 
producers would probably be 
brought in, giving rise to the “new 
UA” idea. 

The recently-organized Stanley 
Kramer Distributing Corp. was not 
set up for this purpose, it was re- 
iterated. It could eventually be 
used for such purposes, of course, 
but it was organized solely for the 
operation in which it is now en- 
gaged—signing contracts with the- 
atres on the roadshow engagements 
of “Cyrano” and for convenience 
in other matters connected with the 
*Cyrano” playoff. 

Katz has been endeavoring to get 
together with Kramer for months. 
They had a deal cooking together 
for the takeover of UA in July, 
when owners Mary Pickford and 
Charles Chaplin, unbeknownst to 
UA execs, gave the Paul V. Mc- 
Nutt group gn option on purchase 





Katz Into Kramer Unit 
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and management of the distribut- 
ing company. 





Attorney in New York 

Sam Zagon, attorney for Stanley | 
Kramer and a shareholder in his | 
companies, is currently in New, 
York. He arrived over the week- | 
end, and will be east another week 
or so on a variety of problems con- 
nected with the Kramer product) 
and VA. 
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ment and every theatre must be re- 
garded as a potential account. 

Said to further show the distribs’ | 
concern with stepped-up selling ac- | 
tivity, or the need for it, is the un- 
usually large number of personnel | 
changes made in the field. Trans- | 
fers, promotions and dismissals of 
exchange managers. and salesmen | 
throughout the country are said to 
be motivated by the companfes’ de- 
mands for field reps best acquaint- 
ed with the know-how on bringing 
in maximum returns. It’s conceded, 
however, that the spate of field per- 
sonnel changes has included some 
legitimate resignations, such as for 
reasons of health. - 

The new selling programs are 
further reflected in the closer link- 
ing of sales and advertising-public- 
ity departments. The two branches 
always have been more or less co- 
ordinated, of course, but the new 
order calls for the ad-pub staffs to 
help the selling in localized situa- 
tions, as well as on a national basis. 
This idea has been put to work in 
the form of increased regional pre- 


mieres with accompanying full- 
blown ballyhoo. Additionally, | 
screen personalities trekking 


through the interior regions on per- 
sonal appearance jaunts are con- 
sistently growing in number. The} 
idea in this, of course, is to stimu- 
late the public’s interest in the pic- 
tures in which the stars appear 
and, at the same time, lessen the 
exhib’s sales resistance. 


St. Louis Exhibs In | 


Trust Suit Settlement 


St. Louis, Oct. 24. | 

Out-of-court settlements have 
been made by producer-distributor | 
defendants in anti-trust suits 
brought by Martin W. D’Arcy and 
Victor G. Mossetti, former lessees | 
of the Shubert theatre, just a few | 
days before the trial was skedded | 
to get underway in the U. S. dis-| 
trict court here. The cases were | 
consolidated for trial purposes be-| 
cause the same defendants were | 
corporate and individual, and those | 
organizations that entered into the 
settlement are Loew’s, Paramount, 
RKO Radio, 20th-Fox, Warner 
Bros., Columbia, United Artists and 
Universal. 

Refusal to settle along with the | 
producer - exhibitor group are 
Fanchon & Marco Enterprises, St. | 
Louis Amus. Co., St. Louis Ambas- | 
sador Theatre, Inc., Eden Theatre | 
Co., St. Louis Missouri Theatre, | 


|Ine., James H. Arthur, Edward B. | 


Arthur, Harry C. Arthur, Jr.,| 
David G. Arthur, Thomas G.}| 
Arthur, Harry C. Arthur III, Ed-| 
ward L. Murphy-and Fanchon & 


Marco Service Corp., a manage- 
ment corporation controlled by 


F&M Enterprises, Inc. 

No terms of the settlement were 
made public. D’Arcy filed suit in 
Decs 1947, claiming he suffered 
actual losses of $200,000 and 
sought $600,000 damages under the 
treble damage clause of the Fed- 
eral anti-trust laws. He contended 
he leased the Shubert theatre in 
September, 1942, for a five-year | 
term but was forced to abandon 
the venture after three months be- 
cause the defendant distributors 
and exhibitors conspired to pre-| 
vent him from obtaining film. 


Mossetti’s suit was filed in No- 
vember, 1947, and he _ sought) 
$300,000 under the treble anti-trust 
law, asserting he had_ suffered 
losses of $100,000 during the 30 
days be operated the Shubert un- 
der a five-year lease made in 
October, 1942. He also said he, 
was forced to cease operations be-| 
cause of inability to obtain film. 
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through Labor Day and _ then 
collapsed during September. Fizz 
was varyingly felt by the circuits 
between the second and last weeks 
of the month. Theatremen were 
hoping it was a temporary reces- 
sion that would fade as_ the 
weather cooled. But it has lasted 








ok for Sliding B.0. Boost | 








quality of product. Nevertheless, 
there’s a feeling that there’s a 
slump period currently in release 
schedules between the top pix that 
were coming out during the sum- 
mer and those that are promised 
around Thanksgiving. 


Circuit toppers are much less 





more than a month now. It is 
hoped that credit curbs and de- 
fense contracts may save the day. 


War Expenditures 


Tremendous Government expen- | 
ditures on war materials, it is 
hoped, will supplement the _ in-| 
stallment-buying restrictions in| 
giving the public extra funds for} 
theatregoing. While ‘employment 
and national income are already 
at all-time peaks—which should | 
be having their effects at the b.o. | 
and aren’t—there will be even! 
greater demands on manpower} 
when the full force of the war 
contracts is felt after the first of | 
the year. That, it is felt, may pro- 
vide an extra hypo. 


For whatever comfort it pro- 
vides, exhibition execs checking 
with the textile industry and other 
forms of light consumer goods 
have discovered that they are also 
suffering a bad decline after a 
strong summer. Opinion is that 
much of the public anticipated the 
Korean fighting would lead to total | 
war and rushed out to buy cars, | 
tires, appliances and the other 
conveniences which disappeared 
from the market during World 
War II. 

That has left them with little 
money for clothing or amusements. | 
However, with the threat of all-| 
out war now fading, with the 
credit curbs and with the security 
provided by a ready job market, 
every indicator points to good days | 
ahead. 

Southern California, which with 
its plane faetories has been some- | 
thing of a barometer in crisis, got 
the best of the summer boom, and 
now, in reverse, is hardest hit by | 
the recession. 


The one thing on which exhibs 
are not blaming the decline is 
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says 


| ports Rodgers’ 


‘than last 


prone to consider TV an overe 
whelming factor in the b.o. slide 
than they were last winter. While 


| it is obvious that tele is impor- 


tant competition in drawing po- 
tential patrons away from thea- 
tres, every city-by-ctiy study sup- 
“Hawaii theory.” 
Areas without video outlets are 
just as badly off as is New York 
with its vast selection of tele pro- 
gramming. 

One of the principal bullish fac- 
tors is the increasing -employment 
rate. According to the September 
figures of the Bureau of Labor 
Statistics, factory employment 
reached about 15,600,000, or about 
equal to the postwar peak of two 
years ago. More than 600,000 addi- 
tional factory employees were 
hired during July and August, but 
the spiral began tapering off in 
September, when 200,000 more peo- 
ple were hired. Unemployment is 
now down to 2,000,000. 

Upper Personal Income 


Closely related to the rise in em- 
ployment is the increase in pays 
rolls. Personal income is now re- 
portedly at the rate of $223,400,- 
000,000 a year, which is even higher 
spring, when the pay- 
ment of veterans’ insurance rebates 
was at a maximum. Also, the rate 
of spending is still going up. The 
rate of saving during the third 
quarter of 1950 vas lower than in 
the first quarter. Meanwhile, 
spurred by the rearmament pro- 
gram, purchasing of commodities 
and services are now at the rate 
of $195,000,000,000 annually. 

An adverse factor is the contin- 
uing rise in prices, as indicated by 
the 173.8% average for September 


| (compared to the 1935-39 average 


of 100°), as computed by the Bu- 
reau of Labor. The July figure was 
170.2%. In contrast to the post- 
war period, when there was a busi- 
ness slump in the industrial areas, 
reaching severe proportions in the 
New England manufacturing cities, 
for instance, the present uptrend is 
general, with both farm and indus- 
trial areas feeling the boom. 


The general business rise has a 





“1 love these Active-lather 
facials that leave my skin 
so fresh!’ says Ruth Hussey 


You'll fall in love with Ruth 
Hussey--in her sparkling new 
comedy role, she’s completely 
irresistible! Her brunette beauty 
is set off by a radiant Lux 
Complexion. 

‘‘Here’s the Active-lather facial 
that’ 


s my daily complexion care,” 
this charming star. ‘I smooth 


the rich Lux Soap lather in well, 
rinse, pat with a towel to dry. So 
easy, but it’s a care that works!”’ 
Try this gentle care that Ruth 
Hussey recommends. You’ll be 
delighted with the quick new 
loveliness it gives your skin. 





- 9 out of IO Screen Stars use Lux Toilet Soap 





stimulating effect on show business 
both directly and indirectly. For 
example, increased employment 
| means that more people can go to 
itheatres and elvbs, while higher 
payrolls mean that everyone has 
more money to spend. Moreover, 
all business turnover increases the 
money in circulation, which is an 
added hypo. And as people in the 
rest of the country consume more 
goods, additional orders boost the 
output of industry and agriculture, 


New York, as the business cen- 
ter of the nation, benefits not only 
from the increased turnover and 
monetarv circu'ation. but gets the 
direct effect of theatre patronage 
from visiting buyers. . 

Schwartz Sees Slip 


Feeling that theatre business is 
“softening” following the mild but 
steady increase since latter part 
of last summer was stated by Sol 
Schwartz, RKO Theatres exec 
veepee, in N. Y. yesterday (Tues.), 
He had just completed an inspec- 
tion tour of Boston, Providence, 
Syracuse and Rochester. 

Schwartz said he found that 
mediocre pictures are virtually 
coliapsing at the boxoffice, with 
only films of merit standing stand- 
ing up well. He added he still sees 
a steady run of good films. 


Autry Pitch | 
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“Have you been to a movie lately? 
Well, if you haven’t you’re missing 
some of the best entertainment 
there is, and I mean that. Of 
course, we’d prefer you saw one 
of our pictures, like ‘Cowtown’ or 
‘Indian Territory,’ but the most 
important thing is that you see a 
moving picture. Make it soon, now, 
won't you?” 

Similar pitch was made by Bob 
_Hope recently on his radio show. 
| Although not appearing in any 
films on television, Hope is one 
of the name comedians appearing 
on NBC video's Sunday night 
“Comedy Hour,” 
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starring 


JOHN CARROLL gd 
MARIE McDONALD il 
ESTELITA RODRIGUEZ 


“THE CUBAN FIREBALL e 
with FRANK (John L. C. Sevony) FONTAINE ag 


GRANT WITHERS - MIKHAIL RASUMNY - STEVE FLAGG ‘Se 
PAUL CAVANAGH - ROSE ROSETT - FIREHOUSE FIVE PLUS TWO © eee > 
BOBBY RAMOS AND HIS RUMBA BAND ¢ Screen Play by Elizabeth Reinhardt « Aubrey Wisberg * Lawrence Kimble 
Story by Aubrey Wisberg » Associate Producer-Director—JOHN H. AUER A REP UBLIC P ICTURE ‘Gotan un, fon yr. 
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NEW YORK 


New Jersey Allied’s annual beef- 


steak dinner has been set for 
Nov. 14 at the Ritz Restaurant, 
Passaic. 


Feast will follow a business ses- 
gion, with Wilbur Snaper, president 
of the unit, presiding. 

Four promotions affecting N. Y.., 


Washington and Oklahoma City 
branches were announced yester- 
day ‘(Tues by Monogram sales 
manager Morey Goldstein Nate 
Furst. formerly N. ¥ manager, 
was upped to metropolitan district 
manager, while Jack Shafer, for- 
mer Washington manager, takes 


over Furst’s old spot. Milt Lipsner., 
formerly Oklahoma City manager 
goes to Washington in same spot 
while W. G. Carmichael, salesman 
in Oklahoma City, moves up to 
manager there. Naming a new 
branch and district manager for 
N. Y. stems from an anticipation 
of increased business in the metro- 
politan area because of a stepped- 
up Monogram production program. 

John Cunningham, formerly with 
Warner's ad department, joins Co 


lumbia Pictures Monday (30) in a 
newly-created post of special as- 
sistant for advertising to ad-pub 


director Arthur A. Schmidt. 


ST. LOUIS 


Ralph H. Clark, owner of Idaho. 
Summer, Il... and son of Verne 
Coffman, Lyric, Newequa, Iil., 
owner, called to colors, 

French Gallagher, for 
manager of Fox Midwest circuit's 
Illinois, Salem, TIIl., joined the 
Cluster Theatre Corp., as ad-pub- 





11 years 


licity head. 
The City, a 750 house, Granite 
City. Ill... relighted by St. Louis 


Amus. Co. 

Russell A. Bovim, city manager 
for Loew's. received a plaque from 
the Marine Corps for cooperation 
in furthering and maintaining ac- 
tivities of the corps for the last 
three years. 

“How Television Can Help Pic- 
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ture Theatres” and ‘Drive-In The- 
atres” are the two chief topics to 
be discussed at annual convention 
of the MPTOA of Eastern Missouri 
and Southern Illinois here Nov. 
13-14. 

J. A. Kane replaced R. R. Thomp- 
son as St. Louis exchange manager 
for United Artists. Thompson re- 
cently became successor to the late 
Barnie Mariner. Kane has been 
with UA since 1943. 

Charles Trimble, 
Ill., purchased the Chandlerville, 
Chandlerville, Hil. from Mrs. 
Robert Kennedy who operated the 
theatre for five years 


Springfield, 


The Majestic, Fox Midwest unit 
in Jacksonville, Ill., relighted. 
The Capitol, Bridgeport, Il., 


Frisina Amus. Co., unit, shuttered 
for an indefinite period. 


Joe Sullivan and Bob Strauss, 
Benton, Ill.. lighted their new 


ozoner near Benton. 


MINNEAPOLIS 


Warren Douglas in to visit par- 
ents here plans to do screen writ- 
ing as well as acting in the future. 

North Central Allied holding a 
film clinie this week in Duluth, 
giving members lowdown on how 
pictures now are being bought. 
and how they should be. 

Aster, former Minnesota Amus. 
Co. small loop first-run house, to 
have exploitation film policy un- 
der present owner, Donald Swartz. 

Bennie Berger's Gopher and two 
other downtown indie theatres. 
legit Lyceum and_= sure-seater 
World, as well as Minnesota Amus. 
Co. bidding for “King Solomon's 
Mines” under Metro policy to in- 
vite bids on all releases. 

Twin City Variety Club to hold 
annual election of directors at din- 
ner meeting, Nov. 6. 

20ith-Fox sold two pictures for 
28-day runs to Edina, indie subur- 
ban house, on competitive bids. 

Sneak previews held here this 
week of “Mr. Music” and “The 
Men.” 

Reno Wilk resigned as general 
manager of Triangle drive-in thea- 





tres in North Dakota to become 
Volk Bros. circuit ad head and ex- 
ploiteer. 


Irked because 20th-Fox awarded 
“Black Rose” and “Broken Arrow” 
for a 28-day run on a competitive 
bid to the Edina, ordinarily a 35- 
day house, the Boulevard § and 
Richfield theatres are “boycotting” 


the pictures in their own 28-day 
slots. All three houses are inde- 
pendent suburban situations, and 
more or less competition with one 
another. 

Giant Bank Night: pool of 26 
local independent neighborhood 


and suburban theatres formed to 
hold drawings weekly and jointly. 
Gets under way this week with 
$1.000 cash prize as starter. Group 
has incorporated as Mill City 
Theatres and has __ established 


offices to handle work involved. 





CHICAGO 


Manta-Rose circuit topper, Jack 
Rose. will represent Chi Tent 
No.- 26 at Variety International 
confab in Pittsburgn. 

Allied Theatres of Illinois will 


celebrate 20th anni on Dec. 15 
with a banquet at the Palmer | 
House. Prexy’s and sales heads 


of major companies are slated to 
attend. ‘ 

John Balaban,-B&K prexy. plan- 
ing to Houston for TOA conven- 
tion, with stopover in Dallas for 
Paramount meeting. 

Annamae Suffern, 20th booker, 
has returned from hospital. 


SEATTLE 

First price advance at first-runs 
here put inte effect by John Ham- 
rick organization, operating Or- 
pheum,, Musie Hall, Liberty, Music 
Box and Blue Mouse. Also rated a 
forerunner in the nation, with 
much interest as to how it will 
go over with the public. New scale 
is only slightly over the former 
but eliminates the difficult change- 
making odd sents. Former prices 
were 59c and 84c; new scale is 65c 
and 90c. Loges go from former 
$1.09 to $1.15 presently. Sterling 
Chain, with heavy naborhood op- 
erations, recently upped from 59c 


| DENVER 


to 65c, and downtown second-run 
Capitol upped from 50c to 70c. 


| BOSTON 

| Bill Kremmel and Eddie Segal 
of Warners have switched jobs, 
with Segal taking over the Maine 
territory as salesman and Krem- 
mel now booking in the Hub of- 
fice. 

Interstate Theatres Corp. and 
Allard M. Graves will erect an 
ozoner in White River Junction, 
Vt.. on site of the old airport. 

Hub’s Pilgrim Theatre carried 
President Truman’s address before 
the United Nations General As- 
sembly, Tues. morning on their 
full-size pic screen. 

Allied theatres of New England 
toppers at Parker House meeting 
elected the following officers for 
the coming year: Martin J. Mullin, 
prexy; Samuel Pinanski, Charles 
E. Kurtzman, Benjamin Domingo, 
Max Melincoff and Al Somerby, 
veepees; Stanley Sumner, treas- 
urer: John J. Ford, board chair- 
man; and Mrs. Anna Hughes Dris- 
coll, secretary. 





GREENSBORO, N. C. 


Two Hampton theatre owners 
are under $100 bonds on charge of 
operating illegal Sunday moving 
pictures. T. G. Stanley, mayor pro 
tem, and Dr. J. A. Hayne, Jr., were 
the exhibs arrested. Warrants for 
their arrest were sworn out by 
three ministers. 

Jackpot Nights are illegal in 
North Carolina being a violation 
of the lottery laws, Attorney Gen- 
eral Harry McMullan has ruled. 

Volume of business done by film 
exchanges in Charlotte more than 
doubled in the nine years which 
ended in 1948. according to figures 
released by U. S. Census Bureau. 
Chariotte, one of smallest of 32 
exchange centers, is ranked 14th 
in amount of biz done. 


KANSAS CITY 
Bernie McCarthy becomes 
branch manager here for Eagle 
Lion Classics replacing Eugene 
Snizt. resigned. Previously Mc- 
Carthy was a salesman in ELC’s 
St. Louis exchange. 


new 





| Brandt-Hughes 


— Continued from 
According to the former, it would 
continue to realize the profits from 
RKO theatres, despite the fact that 
it had no control of the stock. It 
saw itself buttressing RKO picture 
company earnings for an indefinite 
period ahead, as long as it could 
show the court it’ had no accept- 
able offers for the theatre shares. 








page 4 


Brandt group, on the other hand, | 


viewed it as unlikely that the fed- 
eral court would permit any in- 
definite trusteeing of the stock. 
Their opinion was that the trustee 
would be under orders to sell the 
shares at any “reasonable” price 
and that this could conceivably be 
lots less than Brandt was offering 
for the 24° interest in a_ block 
which would give him control. 
Hughes’ spokesman, incidentally, 
said that despite reports to the con- 
trary it was “ineredible” that the 
RKO chief would also sell his in- 


terest in the production-distribu- 
tion company. Making (films is 
Hughes’ ‘“‘first love,” be. declared, 


and despite temporary preoccupa- 
tions with his war production in- 
terests, Hughes would hold on to 
RKO. 


‘Continued from page 8) 
and “Lonely Heart Bandits” ‘ Rep), 
$6,500. 
Rialto ‘Fox) (787; 35-74)—‘“Mr. 
880” (20th) and “Hot Rod” (Mono), 
also Paramount. Solid $4,000. Last 


week, on reissues. 
Tabor (Fox) (1,967; 35-74)—“Two 
Flags West” (20th) and “State 


Penitentiary” (Col), also Aladdin, 
Webber. Fine $6,000 or a bit less. 
Last week, “Destination Moon” 
(EL) and “Shakedown” (U), $5,000. 

Vogue (Pike) (600; 60-74)—‘“One 
Night With You” ‘U). Good $2,000 
or.under. Last week, ‘Les Miser- 
ables” (Indie), $2,500. 

Webber (Fox) (750; 35-74)—"“Two 
Flags West’ (20th) and “State 
Penitenitary” (Col), also. Aladdin, 
Tabor. Big .$3.000. Last week. 
“Destination Moon” .(EL) and 
“Shakedown” (U), same. 


‘modest $9,000 last stanza. 
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TORONTO 


(Continued from page 9) 
wk). Okay $7,500 after big $12,000. | 
Imperial (FP) (3,373; 37-59)—| 
“Broken Arrow” (20th). Smash! 
$20,000. Last week, “‘Blue Heaven” 
(20th) (2d wk), $11,500. 

Loew’s (Loew) (2,096; 38-67)-—— 
“3 Little Words’ (M-G) (3d wk). 
Okay $7,000. Last week, $10,000. 

Nortown, University (FP) (959; 
1.556: 38-67)—“Glass Menagerie” 
(WB) (2d wk). Holding well at 
$10,000. Last week, nice $12,500. 

Odeon (Rank) (2,390; 48-$1.15)— 
“Morning Departure’ ‘EL). Neat 
$14,000. Last week, “Petty Girl” 
(Col), $11,000. 

Shea’s (FP) (2,386; 38-67)— 
“Union Station” (Par) (2d wk). Fair 
$8,500. Last week, $11.500. 

Uptown ‘Loew) (2,743: 42-75)— 
“Toast New Orleans” ‘(M-G) (3d 
wk). Fair $5,500. Last week, 
$9,000. 


‘Menagerie’ Loud $10,500 
In Buff; ‘Born Bad’ 126 


Buffalo, Oct. 24. 

Biz shaping up better this 
round. “Glass Menagerie,” strong 
at Center, and “Born to Be Bad,” 
sturdy at Century, look like best 
newcomers. ‘“Devil’s Doorway” is 
nice at the Buffalo. 

Estimates for This Week 

Buffalo ‘Loew’s) (3,500; 40-70)— 
“Devil’s Doorway” ‘(M-G) and 
“Stars in Crown” ‘(M-G), Fine 
$14,000. Last week, “Toast New 
Orleans” (M-G), $15,000. 

Paramount (Par) ‘3,000; 40-70)— 
“Dark City” (Par) and ‘Cassino to 
Korea” (Par). Modest $11,000 or 
near. Last week, “Mister 880” 
(20th), $12,000. 

Center ‘Par) (2,100: 40-70) 
“Glass Menagerie” (WB). Strong 
$10,500. Last week, “Panic in 
Streets” (20th), $9,500. 

Lafayette (Basil) (3,000; 40-70)— 
“Between Midnight and Dawn” 
(Col) and “Last of Buccaneers” 
(Col). Okay $10,000. Last week, 
“Hamlet” (U), got only $3,000 in 
4 days, and pulled. 

Century (20th Cent.) (3.000; 40- 
70)—"Born to Be Bad” (RKO) and 
“Lonely Heart Bandits” Rep). 
Rousing $12,000 or better. Last 
week, “Surrender” (Rep) and stage- 
show, $11,000. 
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‘Mail’ $7,000, Seattle; 

‘On Run’ Fairish 8G 
Seattle, Oct. 24. 
holdovers here this 
they generally § are 
stronger than the new entries. 
“Woman on Run” looks fairish 
while “Wyoming Mail” at Liberty 
is rated good. “Toast of New 
Orleans” looks top holdover. 

Estimates for This Week 

Coliseum ‘Evcrgreen) (1.877; 59- 
84) — “No Way Out” (20th) and 
“South of Brazos” (Lip) (2d wk). 
Fair $5,500 in 6 days after $9,100 
last stanza. 

Fifth Avenue (Evergreen) (2.349; 
59-84) — ‘“‘Mister 880" (20th) and 
“County Fair” ‘Mono) (2d wk). | 
Fancy $10,000 after $10,800 last 
week. } 
Liberty (Hamrick) (1.650; 65-90) 

“Wyoming Mail” (U). Good} 
$7.000. Last week, “Breaking 
Point” (WB) and “‘Kangaroo Kid” 


Plenty of 
week, and 


(EL), $6,600. 
Music Box (Hamrick) (850; 65- 
90)\—‘“‘Faust” (Col) (2d wk). Oke 


$3,500 after big $5,800 last week. 

Music Hall (Hamrick) ‘2,200; 65- 
96)\—**Toast of New Orleans” (M-G) 
and ‘“‘Madness of Heart” (U) (2d 
wk). Great $10,500 following smash 
$13,800 last week. 

Orpheum (Hamrick) (2,600; 
90)}— ‘Woman on Run” (U) and 
“Border Treasure” (RKO). Fair 
$8,000. Last week, “Rocky Moun- 
tain” ‘WB) and “Prisoners Petti- 
coats” (Rep) (2d wk), $4,500 in 5 
days. 

Palomar (Sterling) (1,350; 50-84) 
—‘A. & C. in Foreign Legion” (U) 
(2d run) plus vaude. Modest $5,500. 
Last week, “Black Rose” (20th) (2d 
run) plus stageshow, $6,500. 

Paramount (Evergreen) (3,039: 
59-84) — “Copper Canyon” (Par) 
(2d wk). Down to $6,000 after 


65- 
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PITT STILL ON SKIDS, 
TRIPOLI’ LEAN $9,000 


Pittsburgh, Oct, 24. 

Biz situation here still is critica} 
as result of newspaper strike, now 
in fourth week, with theatres bear- 
ing much of brunt from lack of 
ads. No question but that film 
houses have discovered radio and 
TV can’t do the peddling job for 
them Some good attractions 
around but none is doing much. 
“Tripoli”? at Penn and “Born to 
Be Bad” at Stanley are running 
about neck-’n-neck but neither 
doing solid. “Panic in Streets” 
at Fulton is as good as any of new 
entries, but only mild. 

Estimates for This Week 

Fulton (Shea) (1,700; 45-80) 
“Panic in Streets’ (20th). Slick 
melodrama taking it on chin be- 
cause of newspaper situation. Will 
be lucky to top $6,000. Last week, 
“Sleeping City” (U), $6,500. 

Harris (Harris) (2,000; 45-80)— 
“Woman on Run” (U). Maybe $6.- 
500. fair. Last week, “No Way 
Out” (20th) (2d wk), almost $10,000 
in 10 days, nice. 

Penn ‘(Loew’'s) (3.300; 45-80) — 
“Tripoli” (Par). Didn't get started 
and little more than $9,000 looms. 
Last week, “Toast of New Orleans” 


is 


(M-G), $10,500. 
Stanley (WB) (3,800; 45-80) — 
“Born to Be Bad” (RKO). Another 


one that’s taking a beating, weak 
$8,500. Last week, “Rocky Moun- 
tain” (WB), fairly brisk $12.500. 

Warner (WB) (2,000; 45-80) 
“Rocky Mountain” ‘tWB) ‘m.o.). 
Not too bad at $5,500. Last week, 
“Breaking Point” (WB) ‘m.o.), 
$5.000. 


OMAHA 


(Continued from page 9) 
okay $10,000. Last week, “Copper 
Canyon” (Par), $11,000. 

Brandeis ‘RKO) (1,500; 16-65)—~ 
“Breaking Point’? (WB). Light $5 


200. Last week, “Walk Softly, 

Stranger” (RKO), $6,000. 
Orpheum (Tristates) (3,000; 16- 

65) — “High Lonesome” (EL) and 


“Was Shoplifter” (U). Dim $5.200 


in 4 days. Last week, “Stella” 
(20th) and “Great Jewel Robber” 
(WB), slim $9,000. 

State (Goldberg) (865; 20-75) — 
“Summer Stock” (M-G) (2d wk). 
Good $4,600 after sock $7,000 
opener. 





N. Y¥Y. Turns Down B’klyn Ozoner 

New York’s City Planning Com- 
mission kayoed application of Key- 
stone Drive-In Theatres, Inc. to 
build an ozoner in Brooklyn, near 
the Belt Parkway. Commission 
held that construction of such an 
outdoor theatre would unduly tax 
parkway’ traffic. 


New York Theatres 
“DARK CITY” 
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‘‘Mocambo’s Charlie Morrison 
had tears in his eyes over Toni’s 
success. 
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Sliding Down 


a Bannister 


White “Sulphur Spgs., Oct. 24. 


Harry Bannister, the WWJ, Detroit, in:presario and one of the 


key NBC affiliate broadcasters, dr 


when the affiliate membership met 
“NBC Story.” 
its “This Is Television” series, NB 
ing to perpetuate bigtime AM. 


ew the major round of applause 
in closed session to appraise the 


It was Bannister’s contention that, in projecting 


C was moving in reverse in try- 


“This Is Television” is the proposed series whereby the sound 
versions of the major video programs are taped for a radio play- 
back, with the TV sponsors picking up the tab for the AM ride. In 
the opinion of Bannister, NBC should have taken a major hour 
radio show for projection on TV with the title “This Is Radio.” 








It’s Time to Refurbish Radio With 


Stature, Strength, Glamor, Sez Barry 


+ 





White Sulphur Spgs., Oct. 24. + 


Ii remained for NBC’s program | 
veepee Charles (Bud) Barry to sock 
home the “AM Story” of the Green- | 
brier convention. Barry didn’t 
mince words and laid it right on | 
the line. He told the broadcasters 
to shed their “heebie jeebies” and | 
stop selling their “stock of confi- 
denee” in radio. | 

Panicky thinking, poor program- 
ming, slipshod merchandising, 
plain downright ineptitude, plus 
the refusal of AM broadcasters to 
accept the fact that the “new toy” 
era of TV must inevitably pass 
and that video will eventually find 
its rightful place along with all 
forms of entertainment and edu- 
cation—these were cited by Barry 
as the threats to present day radio. 

Barry pointed to facts and fig- 
ures to demonstrate AM’s tremen- 
dous impact as the still No. 1 sell- 
ing and informational medium. 
Radio, he said, can still educate, 
entertain and inform with all its 
old vitality. But, he cautioned, if 
the ingredients of showmanship, 
promotion and the “take-a-chance” 
attitude that has built America are 
dumped in the ash heap simply be- 
cause a new kid, who looks as if 
he might grow up to be pretty 
tough, has moved on to the block, 
then AM is doomed. He bemoaned 
the fact that too many who are 
running the radio industry, are 
acting as if “we had suddenly be- 
come orphans.” “Then what,” he 
added, “can we expect from the 
advertisers who have helped to 
build our industry? And what can 
we expect from the public when 
it turns on its radio set and finds 
nothing new or fresh?” 

The answer, Barry maintained, 
is to get radio thinking and pro- 
motion into a more aggressive 
groove; meeting competition by 
shaving costs yet never overlook- 
ing a single opportunity for show- 
manship. 

“Now,” he concluded, “is the, 
time to refurbish radio—give it 
added stature, strength and 
glamor.” 


Carl Byoir's 5006 
RCA Bonanza: 











White Sulphur Spgs., Oct. 24. 

RCA, it’s reported, is paying Carl 
Byoir Associates about $500,000 a 
year to take over the corporation’s | 
public relations. That makes RCA | 
the No. 1 client for Byoir, with the | 
Atlantic & Pacific Tea Co. having, 
previously enjoyed that distinction. 
Latter company pays }yoir an ap- 
proximate $400,000 annually. 


The major Byoir account exec. 
handling RCA, it’s said, will get | 
$50,000 per annum, with the sphere 
of operation likely to be centered | 
in D. C., in view of recent RCA- 
oor setbacks at the hands of the 





Designation of Byoir for the| 
overall RCA public relations job is | 
Over ant above the designation of 
James M. Toney, former ad man- | 
ager for the RCA Victor home in- 
Strument department, as public re- 
lations director of the RCA Victor 
division, succeeding John K. West, 
Who has switched to an NBC veep 
'o head the web's Coast operation. 





talk 


Double Talk 

White Sul. Spgs., Oct. 24. 

NBC’s exec veepee Charles 
R. Denny in his opening day 
talk pleaded for a return to 
the old-fashioned usage of the 
word “radio” rather’ than 
“sound broadcasting” or even 
“AM.” “The word was good 
enough for the first 30 years, 
so why not call things by what 
they are? Personally, I'd pre- 
fer to think of AM as some- 
thing between breakfast and 
lunch.” 


From that point on, Denny 
had constant occasion to al- 
lude to the medium. But it al- 
ways came out as “sound broad- 
casting.” 


Top Comics NBC 
Session Sluftoft 
Stirs Comment 


White Sulphur, Spgs., Oct. 24. 


Failure of any of the top array 
of NBC comedy talent (with the 
lone exception of Milton Berle) to 
count themselves in on the three- 
night entertainment roster, occa- 
sioned no little comment among 
the conventioneers here. Particu- 
larly at a time when the NBC 
brass was bent on putting its best 
foot forward to convince the affili- 
ates that NBC is still very much in 
show business, and at a time when 
top radio-TV personalities are 
wont to identify and associate 
themseives with their network on 
a more personal level, feeling was 
that this was not the time for such 
a wholesale brusheroo on the part 
of the comics. 

Charles (Bud) Barry, web’s AM 
program veepee, was credited with 
a keen sense of showmanship 
values in getting the stars’ as- 
sist—even though on a “proxy” 
scale. For his talk to the affili- 
ates, Barry got some transcribed 
help from Tallulah Bankhead, 
Fred Allen and Jimmy Durante, 
whose taped “We Love NBC” 
pitches were integegrated into his 








Despite the lack of top comics, 
(Continued on page 40) 


Damm’s ‘Include Me Out’ 
In Wisc. Giveaway Crisis; 





Convention Spark Gone 


White Sulphur Spgs., Oct. 24. 

Conspicuous by his absence from 
the NBC convention this year was 
Walter J. Damm, the WTMJ, Mil- 
waukee, “stormy petrel” of the del- 
egation in past years and a key 
spokesman for the affiliates. 


Damm sent along word to “in- 
clude me out” in the wake of the 
state ruling just handed down 
which vitally affects the station's 
pickup of lucrative network give- 
away shows, including “Stop the 
Music.” 

Wisconsin courts last week char- 
acterized them as lotteries. 

Fact that the convention lacked 


(Continued on page 30) 
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AFFILIATES GOING 
ALONG ON PLANS 


By GEORGE ROSEN 


White Sulphur Spgs., Oct. 24. 

Joe McConnell & Co. moved into 
Greenbrier last week for the fourth 
annual NBC convention and by 
checkout time had won practically 
|the whole affiliate body over to the 
new NBC operational concept. In 
the face of a few disgruntled ele- 
ments that were inclined to see 
NBC, under the parent RCA domi- 








nance, emerging more as a mer-! 
chandising “business at any cost” | 
operation, and forsaking the show- | 
|minded phases, on the whole the | 
|affiliate membership pledged its | 
;|support of the network organiza- | 
tion and backed up the blueprint | 
for the radio-TV future under the | 
|McConnell-Folsom banner. | 
| In was in fact a signal victory 
‘for prexy McConnellein his first 
| time up as a convention keynoter. | 
|The banner attendance of 465 in- 
|dicated that, more than ever, the 
|AM-TV broadcasters were vitaily | 
/concerned over the formula being 
| evolved by NBC and its revamped | 
;echelon to meet the swiftly-chang- 
|ing economic patterns. 


| If there were some who lamented 
ithe passing of the old guard, in 
favor of ‘outside’ elements now 
occupying key administrative roles; 
if there were some who projected 
as an issue ‘‘why has NBC been un- 
successful in making a major radio 
program sale in the past four 
|months?” and if some were in- | 
clined to see a fading of the “we're | 
in show business, first last and al- | 
ways” credo, the majority voted | 
McConnell a complete vote of con- | 
fidente in his bid to readjust the | 
NBC operational pattern to meet 
these changing conditions. 


F Barry’s Gauntlet 


| They practically cheered AM’ 
| program veepee Bud Barry’s throw- | 
| ing-down-the-gauntlet for a return | 
to sanity in recognizing that there’s | 
no need to sel! radio short in the 
face of AM’s mass circulation, de- 
spite the current “panic buying” 
in TV. They saw a healthy will- 
ingness to explore in the brand- 
new four-pronged sales technique 
(see separate story) innovated by 
NBC to invite new sponsorship 
coin in the face of what many be- 
lieve to be an economic boycott 
of the medium by top advertisers; 
and they expressed enthusiasm 
over the video sales-programming 
strides achieved under the Pat 
Weaver helm, notably in the web’s 
acquisition of the topflight array 
of talent. 

Despite pre-convention alarms of 
brewing discontent among many af- 
filiates over the changing patterns 
at NBC and its major emphasis on 
an RCA-conceived merchandising 
operation, it remained for Clair 
McCullough, chairman of the Sta- 
tion Planning Advisory Committee | 
(SPAC), in his opening day con- 

(Continued on page 38) 
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~ 


NBCs Hurry, Hurry’ Hurry —Get ’Em 


In All Sizes, 


Shapes and Forms 





Conundrum 

The trade is looking askance 
at the reported plan of A. C. 
Nielsen to eliminate from his 
Pocketpiece the ratings on 
shows handled by agencies not 
doing business’ with him. 
Move, reportedly, is designed 
to gain a 100% agency accept- 
ance. 

One of the few holdouts thus 
far is J. Walter Thompson. 
How, some are asking, can you 
knock out a “Lux Radio Thea- 
tre’ (JWT’s high-rated show) 
from the Pecketpiece and hope 
to get an accurate and com- 
plete appraisal of audience 
likes? 

Nielsen, it’s known, has been 
contemplating the move for a 
long time. 





Nielsen Ratings 


Taken Over Coals 
At NBC Meeting 


White Sulphur Spgs., Oct. 24. 

That the current rating situation 
in radio and television has broad- 
casters disturbed and in a quan- 
dry as to where to turn, was made 
emphatic in no uncertain terms at 
the NBC convention here. When, 
in his opening-day remarks, exec 
veepee Charles R. Denny took a 
swipe at the A. C. Nielsen audi- 
ence ratings (apropros his conten- 
tion that radio’s effectiveness is be- 
ing sold short), it won practically 
the unanimous acclamatior. of the 
delegate body. 

The major concern is over Niel- 





isen because he’s the No. 1 boy 


carrying the “national projection” 
torch. But the broadcasters are 
unhappy over his limited Audi- 
meter sample which, they assert, is 
incapable of realistically gauging 
audience tastes. Fact that he’s still 
five to six weeks behind on ratings 


(in contrast to the every other) 


week Hooper pocketpiece before 
the latter sold out to Nielsen), also 
vexes the broadcasters. 

Only recently Nielsen served no- 
tice on the networks that he was 
upping his rates. Whether the net- 
works will go for the upped fee ap- 
pears highly problematical. 

It’s not exactly a secret that 


y White Sulphur Spgs., Oct. 24. 


There’s little doubt but that 
| NBC whipped up a lot of interest 
|—coupled with some reservations 
| —over its multiple-faceted and 
| revolutionary sales techniques in 
|a bid to fight off the prevailing 
sponsor “freeze” on network radio 
programining. Quite a few affiliate 
broadcasters questioned the prac- 
ticability of the plans proposed, 
both from a standpoint of whether 
|it makes good radio and whether 
it borders too closely on bargain- 
basement deals. But by and large, 
the ceisensus was that it at least 
represented a healthy innovation 
in gearing radio to the new econ- 
omy and the video ascendancy. 
Also, that it represents a realistie 
recognition of changing patterns 
in AM broadcasting. 

For the most part, the four- 
pronged sales pattern sprung on 
the affiliates is the brainchild of 
lexec veepee Charles R. Denny, 
and embraces rotating sponsorship 
deals in various shapes, sizes and 
forms—and you take your choice 
of live, tape, radio-TV combina- 
tions, radio and/or tele, day and 
night, ete. 

It goes like this: 

1. “Operation Tandem.” (This 
secret was let out of the bag six 
weeks ago.) It offers six adver- 
tisers high rotational exposure 
through participation in five sepa- 
rate one-hour shows on different 
nights of the week. It looks like 
two sponsors are ready to go and 
it will be sprung when a third 
comes in, but, lacking six clients, 
will be shaved to half-hour seg- 
ments. 

2. “Night anc Day.” This gives 
three advertisers participation in 
two daytime periods (“Break the 
Bank”. Tuesdays and Thursdays), 


(Continued on page 40) 


Berle's No-Scram 


Turns Into Wham 


White Sulphur Spgs., Oct. 24. 

it took plenty of persuasion and 
diplomacy on the part of Manie 
Sachs to prevent Milton Berle from 
| taking a last-minute powder on the 
NBC conventioneers. Berle, the 
| only major NBC talent personality 
| lined for the entertainment hoopla, 
_was obviously perturbed aplenty as 
he. arrived Friday morning (20) to 
emcee that night’s variety show 





Nielsen’s stake in the rating pic-| which officially closed the conven- 
ture is costing him a flock of coin | tion. But Berle had other things 
—so much, in fact, that for the on his mind and was all for beating 
first time his overall Index opera-|a hasty retreat back to N. Y. be- 
tion (including the nighly-regard- | fore the show. 


ed and lucrative Food and DrugIn-|_ _Berle’s principal concern was 


dexes) have wound up in the red. over his last night’s (Tues.) NBC- 


It’s estimated that Nielsen's TV Texaco program, which had 
splurge into AM-TV ratings has| been built around Martha Raye. 
cost him about $7,000,000 to date. | Latter’s jam with the Boston cops 





a 





plan. 


network within a network. 


selling, etc. 


make the o. & o. circuit via a 





Network Within a Network 


White Sulphur Spgs., Oct. 24. 


Spearheaded by Jim Gaines, NBC veepee in charge of owned- 
and-operated stations, the managers of the network's six o. & o. 
operations were brought together here upon conclusion of the 
NBC convention to initiate a far-reaching “Operations O. & O.” 


In effect, the six lucrative stations, which for years have repre- 
sented the difference between losses and profits in the overall net- 
work operation, will band together as something approximating a 


Initially, the endeavor will be restricted to programming in ra- 
dio, but under the integrated pattern will eventually widen its 
scope of cperation to embrace video, six-way sales patterns for 


Programs on WNBC and the other o. & o. setups that fit into the 
community and program pattern of the other five stations will 


transcribed syndication system, 


opening up new vistas for national spot sales on a six-station basis, 
as well as local sponsorship. For example, the Eleanor Rez_evelt 
show currently heard on WNBC is considered a natural fot a full 
six-station spread on a local participation sponsorship basis. Simi- 
jiarly, shows in Cleveland, Washington, Denver, Hollywood and 
Chicago could be syndicated to the other o. & o. stations. 

As the initial step, Gaines formulated an o. & o. program board 
comprised of the six station managers 
WNBC; Chick Showerman, WNBQ, Chicago; Bill McAndrews, WRC, 
Washington; John McCormick, WTAM, Cleveland; Lloyd Yoder, 
KOA, Denver; Tom McFadden, WNBC, Hollywood. 


These include Ted Cott, 


‘over her alleged drunken driving 
rap (which got page 1 treatment in 
the dailies last week), found 
Berle running around in circles 
trying to whip his video show into 
shape. 

Sachs convinced Berle that, re- 
gardiess of the Raye incident, it 
wouldn’t be smart to run out on 
the affiliate boys. The comedian 
| decided to stay on when the Raye 
| incident resolved itself later in the 
| day, and whammed over a show 
| that topped all convention activity. 


“WNBC Ties Up U. S. Rights 
To Noel Coward Series 


Ted Cott, manager of WNBC, 

N. Y., has negotiated a deal for 
ithe U. §S. rights to a 13-week 
recorded series of Noel Coward 
| Shows transcribed in London by 
Towers, Ltd. Station is currently 
| pitching it up for sponsorship. 
: Coward emcees the program, 
which features a 38-piece orch, 
|;plus a weekly finale with the 
| actor-playwright vocalizing. Show 
| is in the form of Coward's musical, 
|“Cavaleade,” being restricted to 
his tunes. __ . shea 
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NBC Brass Burned Over Brushoff 


To Hotel Reservations at Greenbrier 


7% 
? 


White Sulphur Spgs., Oct. 24. 

NBC brass, not 
lesser lights and the affiliate mem- 
bership, did a burn upon their ar- 





to mention the, 


| 


rival at Greenbrier, NBC conven- | 
tion headquarters, when a large 
percentage of those having room | 
reservations found themselves 
forced to set up squatters rights 
in the lobby for the better part of 
a dav Network prexy Joe Me- 
Connell himself intervened and 


read the riot act to the hotel man- 


agement when it looked as if even 
influential affil- 


some of the more 
iate members would go without 
lodging the first night. As result, 


it appeared a certainty that Green- 
brier would be kissed off in future 
convention consideration). 

Some of the delegates were fum- 
ing to the point where they want- 


ed to check out and go home, re- 
quiring the web station relations 
boys to go into their best diplo- 
macy routine. 

NBC execs contend that when 
convention arrangements had been 
made, the network was given as- 
surance that it could “play the 
house” solo that week, with no 
conflicting convention stymies. 
However. when the NBC boys ar- 
rived they found three conven- 
tions on tap. On top of that, the 


network had a banner turnout this 
year of 460. 

Web felt it rated better consid- 
eration in view of the fact that it 
was laving out an approximate 
$75,000 for convention expenses. 


Top Level Reps 
Emphasize Meet 


White Sulphur Spgs., Oct. 24. 
Reflecting the “big business 
aspects attending the stepped-up 


tempo of TV and broadcasting in 
general, it was particularly sig- 
nificant that this vear’'s NBC con- 
vention not only brought out a 
record delegation of 460, but for 
the first time it invited a top level 
management representation 
most right down the line. 


In prjevious years, many sta- 


tions were willing to settle for a | 


program manager or some lesser 
lights putting in an appearance to 
maintain proper relations with the 
network. Not so this year. It was 
strictly a delegation on an owner- 
ship or general managership level, 
in view of the high stakes involved 
and the upcoming blue-chips era 
in TV. 

Banner turnout reflects the in- 
creasing vear-to-year affiliation as 
more TV _ stations embrace the 
fold. Next year the turnout will 


i tions 


probably pass the 500 peak mark. | 





LONGHAIR JAZZ EXPERT 
SOUGHT FOR WNEW SPOT 


Longhair authority, who is ex- 
pert on jazz, is being sought by 
WNEW, N. Y., program director 
Dick Pack for a_ half-hour 
to follow Benny Goodman's classi- | 
eal disk jockey show. 
ems Sunday (29) in the 3-4:15 p.in. 
spot in an attempt by the indie to 
garner part of the music-minded 
audience left stranded by 
shifting the N. Y. Philharmonic out 
of its long-standing 3 p. m. slot. 

Goodman was selected by Pack 
to bridge the gap between the 
classics and WNEW’s popular mu- 
sic format and because of his cur- 
rent revival. Airer is getting pro- 
motion via full-page ads in the 
N. Y. Post and Journal-American 
and ads on musie pages of the 
Times and Herald Tribune. 


New Orleans Picked For 
’51 NBC Convention Site 


White Sulphur Spgs., Oct. 24. 

By a margin of one vote, New 
Orleans was voted as the NBC con- 
vention city for 1951, next 
ber. 
pending future huddling among the 
affiliates 
Say), with Boca Raton, in Jackson- 
Ville, getting a big play as the No. 
2 favored spot. Chicago came in 
third. with San Diego fourth. 

A White Sulphur Springs reprise 
Was voted out, due to the snafued 
Foo reservations this season, 





stanza | 


Latter pre | 


| 


CBS’ | 
_ pieces 


Gillin Tribute 
White Sul. Spgs., Oct. 24. 
In tribute to the passing of 

John J. Giliin, the former 
president of WOW, Omaha, 
who died several months ago, 
there was a moment of silence 
the NBC convention offi- 
cially got under way. 

As one of the nation’s key 
broadcasters during the past 
quarter century, Gillin sparked 
affiliate policy and decisions at 
_the NBC Meets. 


Denny Stays Put in 
Holding AM Torch 


White Sulphur Spgs., Oct. 24. 

NBC prexy Joseph R. McConnell 
made it pretty emphatic to the af- 
filiates that the web doesn't con- 
template bringing in another out- 
sider to head up the AM phase of 
the network operation—at least 
not for the time being. McConnell 
further indicated that exee veepee 
Charles R. Denny, who has been 
holding down the berth pro tem, 
would continue in that capacity, 
since the “sound” structure seems 
to be functioning so well. 

McConnell officially announced 
appointment of William F. Brooks 
to the newly-created public rela- 
veepeeship ‘there’s still no 
indication as to who will succeed 


as 





Brooks as news-special events 
boss), and recommendation of 
Carleton D. Smith as veepee in 
charge of station relations — an- 


other new post. Previously, Easton 
Woolley handled station rela- 
tions in AM (after a 19-year tenure 
at NBC he’s joining the Intermoun- 
tain net setup in Salt Lake City), 
while Shelden Hickox headed TV 
station relations. Latter will con- 
tinue under Smith. 
Smith designation winds up the 
top shin apporatments at the web. 





NETWORKS SEEK TALKS 


TO AVERT RWG STRIKE 


ABC. CBS and NBC networks 
yesterday ‘Tues.) requested re- 
sumption of talks Thursday morn- 
ing with Radio Writers Guild to 
make new proposals which may 
avert a strike of staff news and 
continuity scripters. 

Walkout is. still 
after the Tuesday (31) deadline. 
Authors League council meets to- 
day ‘Wed.) for sole purpose o 
voting support to the staff writers. 
Meanwhile strike strategy commit- 
tee has listed programs which will 
be affected and has informed N. 


PBS Pacts Ryan 


Morgan Ryan has been pacted as 
eastern district manager of the 


‘Progressive Broadcasting System. 


| 


a_ possibility | 


Y. | 


police of the possible appearance | 


of pickets. ‘We, the Undersigned” 
group, which has been campaigning 
against the RWG administration 


slate, has sent a letter to union at- |, 
/torney Herman Gray voting 100° 


' support of the staffers’ demands. 


Highbrow ‘NBC Theatre’ 


Into Cream Eve. Time 


“NBC Theatre,” the hour-long 
dramatizations of literary master- 
(until recently aired Sun- 
days at 2 p. m.), will move into an 
evening spot, Thursday at 10-11 
p. m., starting Nov. 2. Highbrow 





stanza, which has home-study tieup , 


with five universities, will keep its 
adult approach, marking one of 


‘the first times that a program of 


- 


Octo- | 
But it’s subject te change, | 


‘who will have the final! 


its cultural level has been skedded 
by the web in cream evening time. 

Net’s decision to drop Charles 
Boyer’s “Adventures of Marcel,” 


‘which aceupies half of the period, 
| will 


stand, despite its having 
racked up a 7.1 Trendex rating-— 
one of the highest ratings in the 
chain’s current stable of sustainers. 
Boyer is now mulling several TV 
offers. 


ABC Shifts Arnold 








ABC is moving the Edward Ar- 


nold starrer “Mr President,” from 
the Sunday spot it has occupied 
for three years, to Wednesdays at 
9 p.m., starting Nov. 15. Web is 


to follow “President,” making an 


‘hourlong dramatic block, 


tioneers chipping in $2,500), 


jvear stretch with 


Ryan recently resigned from Lib- | 


erty Broadcasting System, where 
he headed the New York office. He 
was formerly program and 
exec at ABC. 


Grab Friendly In 
Unfriendly Rivalry 


After considerable jockeying be- 
tween top echelons of the rival 
camps. CBS has wooed Fred 
Friendly away from NBC as writer- 
producer with a five-year deal that 
will give Friendly a reported $25.- 
000 annually Move points up the 
increased rivalry between the two 





webs not only in the talent and 
commercial field but also in the 
publie service sphere. 

Friendly had produced the 


atomic en- 
He is also 


“Quick and the Dead” 
ergy series for NBC. 


associated with CBS newsman Ed- | 
Columbia | 
al- | 


ward R. Murrow in the 
Records “I Can Hear It Now” 
bums, three of which have already 
been released. 


KSTP Airs Football Game 


On Non-Comm’! Basis In 





Snarl Over Union Pickets 


Minneapolis, Oct. 24. 


Unable to pick up the Minne- 


sota-Ohio State football games last |! 


Saturday (21) from WDAY, Fargo, 
| ee 
pended the latter's direct broad- 
cast privileges after KSTP’s strik- 
ing AFL technicians had threaten- 
ed to picket the football sta@ium, 
KSTP. however, managed to broad- 
cast the contest nevertheless, but 
on a nen-commercial basis. 
Under the university's rules, 
station can pick up the football 
broade¢asts of the univérsity’s own 
station, KUOM. providing that the 
picked-up broadcasts are non-com- 
mercial and the station being fed 


pays the university a pro-rata share , 


of the cost. KSTP chose to do this 
rather than to be without the 
game’s play-by-play running ac- 
count. 

After the strikers’ union pre- 
pared to picket Saturday's fooi- 
ball game on the grounds that the 
university showed bad faith in let- 
ting WDAY broadcast the football 
games and feed it to KSTP, the 
school suspended it from broad- 
casting because of alleged viola- 

(Continued on page 36) 


FM-ONLY STATION 





IN MUTUAL TIE-IN 


Washington, Oct. 24. 
Claiming to be the first FM-only 
station in a major market to be- 
come a major network affiliate, 


WASH has signed up as the Mutual | 


FM outlet in Washington. The, 
web’s AM affiliate in the aree is 
WEAM in nearby Arlington, Va., 
which has no FM auxiliary. The 
move puts all webs on FM in the 
Capital. 

Event is being hailed by Everett 
Dillard, owner of WASH and head 
of the Continental FM network, 
a recognition of FM's growing im- 
portance. He points to a recent 
survey by the American Research 
Bureau showing there are 114.000 
radio and TV sets with FM recep- 
tion in the metropolitan area. 

While taking on most of the Mu- 


tual format, except for Fulton 
Lewis, WASH will continue its 
emphasis on classical and semi- 


classical musie through the Conti- 
nental network. The station plans 
to expand its schedule to an all- 
day fare. Fulltime operation is 
already in effect Saturday and Sun- 
day. On other days the sked runs 
from 4:30-11 p.m. 


Woolley Kudos 


White Sulphur Spgs., Oct. 24. 

Upon the occasion of his resign- 
ing ‘for purposes of health) from 
NBC station relations, after a 19- 
the network, 





Easton C. Woolley came in for con- | 


siderable kudos here, and was gift- 
ed with a new car (the conven- 
and 


/some valuable antiques, 
also hunting for a strong whodunit | 


Woolley is. going west to Salt 
Lake City, joining the Intermoun- | 
‘tain network, 


sales 


because the university sus- | 


any | 


as | 


_ ‘Money 


here, 


White Sulphur Spgs., Oct. 24. 


NBC prez Joseph H. McConnell tipped to the convention delegates 
for the first time, the kind of coin the network has been 


playing around with to rule the video spectrum and to reassert 


itself as the No. 1 radio champ. 
Figures reeled off by 


McConnell had even the affiliate boys 


gasping—NBC'’s plant investment for television runs between $35. 


000,000 and $40,000,000. 
see at just how vast, 


And the affiliates got an interesting look- 
sprawling and coin-consuming is the NBC 


| video empire in the presentation of a film, “More Than Meets the 


Eye,” 


which proved so revelatory and calculated-to-stun that the 
web was besieged with requests for 


prints. (Figure doesn’t take 


into consideration the millions splurged on acquisition of top TV 
talent which now finds NBC in possession of the cream of the crop.) 


In the past year alone, 


McConnell cited, NBC has spent $9,- 


000,000 on radio talent and show properties in a bid to get back in 


the AM swim. 








U. of Missouri in 





Stars & Bars 


Greensboro. N. C., Oct. 24. 
WNAO, Raleigh, is plan- 
ning a program from the N, C, 


state prison, using all prison 
talent and featuring an un- 
identified prisoner’s story of 
his life on each program, The 
| prisoners wanted to use “The 
| Prisoner’s Song” (“If I Had 
the Wings of An Angel”) as 
their theme song, but the 
idea was vetoed by radio sta- 
tion officials. 


The new program has the 
cooperation of Warden Joe 
Crawford, who considers it a 


part of his rehabilitation and 
recreation program. 


120-Station AFL 
Elections Hookup 


American Federation 
has bought a hookup of 
stations for a_ pre-election pitch 
Monday (30) from 8-8:30 p. 
Unusual format will be a six-min- 
ute local cut-in in the various cities 
for city and state candidates backed 
by the AFL to make their vote 
pleas. In N. Y., for instance, 
bert Lehman, Walter Lynch 
Franklin D. Roosevelt, Jr, 
speak. 

National show, lined up by AFL 
consultant Morris Novik, will be 
emceed from Hollywood by George 
Jessel, with Gregory Peck, Keenan 
Wynn and Gene Kelly backing the 
appeal for a Fair Deal Congress. 
| Additionally, AFL toppers William 
|Green and George Meany will be 
heard from Washington. Show, 
costing around $15,000 was set 
through the Furman-Feiner agency. 








of Labor 
120 ABC 


will 


wards cross-the-board commentary 


on Mutual, used cut-ins for local 
candidates Friday (20), and will 
‘use the device agai. tonight 
(Wed.). 





Supermarket Tie May 
| Pull KMGM Out of Red 


| Hollywood, Oct. 24. 
After two years on the wrong 
side of the ledger, Metro's local 
FMer, KMGM, may go into the 
black under a deal being negoti- 
ated for piping programs .into su- 
per-markets and _ private homes. 
Finalization of the deal awaits only 
the conclusion of an investigation 
by general manager Bill McCrystall 
into Pan-American Broadcasting, 
which has pitched the proposition. 
Under the arrangement, receiv- 


i tion 


m. | 


ABC Veeps Cue 


Her: | 
and 


| broadcasters throughout 
} over 


| State 
| group 


Middle of Football 
| Hassle Due to Special B cast Rates 


Kansas City, Oct. 24. 
of Missouri, at Columbia, 
middle of a hassle with 
the state 
coverage of this season's 
football games. Crux of the con- 
troversy is the embryonic Missouri 
Network, loosely associated 
of 16 stations formed to 
make broadcasts of Missouri games 
available throughout the state. 

Games over the state network 
are originated through KFRU, Coe 
lumbia, with Mahlon Aldrich, com- 
mercial manager, reporting the 
play-by-play. In order to comply 
with requests from a battery of 
smaller stations, the university 
sanctioned a plan whereby any 
station within the state could carry 
the KFRU reports for a nominal 
fee of $50 per game. Plan was 
originated in 1949, with expecta- 
that only smaller stations 
would want the service. 

This season the plan backfired 
when at least two metropolitan sta- 
tions, KCMO, Kansas City, and 
KWK, St. Louis, bought in on the 
service. Nominal fee permitted 
them to offer games to sponsors for 
considerably less than competitive 
stations which cover games with 

(Continued on page 40) 
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AM-TV Splitup 


Quartet of promotions at ABC, 
with station relations veepee 
Ernest Lee Jahncke upped to vee- 
pee in charge of radio, is another 


.step in the web’s AM-TV splitup. 


Naming of a veepee to head up 
tele operations is expected by 
Dec. 31, with the possibility that 


_the post will be filled from out- 


AFL, which bankrolis Frank Ed- | 


side the net's present ranks. 
Legal veepee Joseph A. Me- 
Donald and public affairs veepee 
Robert Saudek were named as- 
sistants to prexy Robert Kintner, 


_with McDonald also handling labor 
‘relations and Saudek assuming re- 


| sponsibility 
:search and promotion in addition 


ers tuned to KMGM could be put | 
into competitive markets without | 


conflict through use of the ‘beep” 
system, which blacks out receivers 
in one chain when a commercial 
for a rival is being aired. Pan- 
| American would buy ail of the sta- 
|tion’s daylight time, acting as an 
|advertising agency for its clients, 
; rather than as a broker re-selling 
_ already- purchased time slots, which 
| is against FCC regulations. 


Swing’s New Net Stint 


Raymond Swing, who has been 
_absent from the network air for 
'some years, will broadcast for Lib- 
erty Broadcasting System cross-the- 
| board, starting Nov. 6. 
Commentator recently launched 
a weekly local stanza on WOR, 
'New York. 





for advertising, re- 
to his public affairs, publicity and 
continuity acceptance chores. Last 
week veepee Fred Thrower was 
formally put in charge of TV sales 
with Charles Ayres heading AM 
sales. 

Split also affects the local 
Gotham flagships. Ted Oberfelder, 
previously in charge of ad-promo- 


tion-research, is now managing 
WJZ. with Clarence Doty named 


manager of WJZ-TV. They'll re- 
port to o-&-o. station veepee 
Murray Grabhorn. 


WPEN’s Philly Reprise 
On Basketball Wranup 


Philadelphia, Oct. 24. 

For the third consecutive year, 
WPEN has virtually sewed up air- 
ing of basketball games here, with 
coverage being given to Temple 
University, Villanova, St. Joseph 
and LaSalle colleges and the Uni- 
versity of Pennsylvania. WPEN 





'will also cover the Philadelphia 


j;the same time. 


Warriors in the pro game. 

Station will have announcer- 
engineer teams airing two games at 
Temple, .LaSalle 


and St. Joseph games will be aired 


from Convention Kall, while the 


Penn and Villanova broadcasts will 


come from the Palestra, at the 
Univ. of Pennsylvania. 
The team of Larry Martin, Matt 


Goukas and Jules Rind will cover 


ithe collegiate events. 
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CBS BOOSTS SPONSORS BALLY 





FCC Upheld on New Hearings For 


Allentown-Easton Station Dispute 


Washington, Oct. 24. 

The U. S. court of appeals for 
‘he district of Columbia circuit 
sterday (23) upheld the right of 
FCC to hold new 

the Allentown-Easton case, which 
the court previously remanded. to 
the Commission, to determine 


which city has greater need of 
radio service. 

The case stems back to a de- 
cision issued in June, 1947, which 


anted an AM station (WHOL) to 
ine Allentown Broadcasting Corp. 


and denying the application of 


Easton Publishing Co., as well as 
two other applications for the 

3) KC frequency. The Commis- 
sion favored Allentown on the 
basis of the size of the two cities 


snd its conclusion that it had the 


+ 


hearings on! 


ereater need of a station. 
In April, 1948, Easton Publish- 
appealed the decision to the} 


court of appeals and in May, 1949 


the court remanded the case back | 


to the Commission for findings on 


ihe comparative needs of the two) 


cities for radio service and the 
relative abilities of the applicants 
to meet the greater need. The 
court had declared that it could 
not tell from the FCC findings 
what caused the agency to con- 
clude that Allentown’s need was 
greater. 

\s a result, the Commission last 
February issued an order setting 
aside its original order favoring 
Allentown and designated the pro- 
ceedings for further hearing. But 
neither WHOL nor Easton Pub- 
lishing favored this action and the 
parties went back to the court 
to challenge the order. However, 
the court found that the Commis- 
sion is justified in calling hearings 
to obtain the additional evidence 
required on which to base a final 
adecis 10n, 

Meanwhile, WHOL is on the 
air, but its license to operate is 
in a “pending” status. 


Time Rates Go Up 





St. Louis, Oct. 24. 
tadio time rates ure due for 
hike on many leading indies, ac- 
cording to a survey of 24 stations 
attending the Assn. of Independ- 
ent Metropolitan Stations here last 
week. About one-fourth of the out- 
lets have already upped rates or 
are mulling an increase by Jan. 1, 
it was 
crease in sponsored time on unat- 
filiated stations and the fact that 
inany have reached the saturation 
point on the balance between pro- 
gram time and commercials. 
AIMS group, representing 23 
stations in 20. states, declared 
there is an inerease in national 
and local biz on non-network kilo- 


| published to 





Ben Grauer Day 


NBC is devoting next Sun- 
day (29) to Ben Grauer Day 
in honor of his 20th anni in 
radio 

A considerable part of the 
day’s network programming 
will be slanted for tributes to 
the vet announcer, with some 

@ Grauer personal appearances 
to be integrated into New 
York-originating shows 
throughout the day and night. 


Swing : Swing At 
‘Channels’ Peps 


Exec Club Meet 


The debate on 








“Red Channels” 


between publisher T. C. Kirk- 
patrick and commentator § Ray- 
mond Swing at the N. Y. Radio 
Executives Club last week indi- 
cates that the industry is in for 
still further controversy on the 
question with the possibility that 
additional ‘purging’ may follow. 

While Swing swung at Kirk- 


patrick, calling the  publisher’s 
method “utterly un-American,” he 
said that potentially more danger- 


ous than performers are techni- 
cians and executives. “Channels” 
rep answered that the tome also 


lists writers and some execs. 
Kirkpatrick declared that testi- 
mony by J. Edgar Hoover indicates 
there is Communist influence in 
radio and TV, that “Channels” was 
arouse public con- 
sciousness of Communist influence, 


' that the volume is accurate in its 


| listings and that it has produced 
| constructive results. 


Among these, 


ihe said, were that many performers 


For Lead Indies 


reported, due to the in-| 


| Detroit 


walters, because they are “least af- | ed, 
_batteries of counsel and FCC ex- 


(Continued on page 38) 


Papers Finalized on 3506 
Transfer of Coast KFWB 
To Mgr. Harry Maizlish 





Papers were finalized Monday 
(23) in N. Y., following last wiel.’s 
FCC okay on transfer of license, 


‘urning ownership of the Warner 
KFWB operation in Holly- 
wood over to Harry Maizlish, the 
Station’s general manager. Switch- 
over was effected for a considera- 
tion of $350,000. 

Decision of the H. M., Jack and. 
Albert Warner hierarchy to relin- 
quish its subsidiary stake in radio 
remains one of the Coast Ripleys, 
in view of the fact that KFWB has 
been a profitable, prestige-laden 


Bros,’ 


entity for years, with the station 
under the Maizlish managership 
having grabbed off considerable 


kudos. 
Maizlish left N. Y. yesterday 
‘Tues. for Coast, with the major 
‘tem on the 50-51 agenda re-gear- 
ng the KFWB operation to meet 
TV ascendancy. 


'aminer, 
-move to Detroit for another 


have been discouraged from lJend- 
ing their names to “Communist 


(Continued on page 40) 





" Richards Hearing Moves 


To Detroit After 87 Days 


;are associated on radio. 


On Coast; Wait on Decish 


Los Angeles, Oct. 24. 

After 87 days of testimony by 
157 witnesses, the FCC hearing on 
hews slanting charges against 
KMPC was concluded last Friday 
(20). 
license renewals for the three G. 
A. Richards-owned stations here. in 


(WJR) and Cleveland 
(WGAR), were consolidated, the 
James D. Cunningham, 


five 


‘or six weeks of hearings. 


Cunningham said that no deci- 
sion would be reached until six 
months after the final hearing is 
held in Washington. Meanwhile, 


Although the proceedings on | 


,open up the time fer 


' Choir, 


‘er agency 


ithe stations are operating on tem- , 


porary license. Estimated that de- 


iense against news slanting 
charges, filed by newscasters for- 
merly employed by KMPC, will 
cost Richards in excess. of 


$1,000,000. 


Abe Schechter’s Exec 
Role at Crowell-Collier 


Abe Schechter, who resigned last 
week as Mutual’s news-publicity- 
sports veepee, has joined Crowell- 
Collier’s executive _ staff. He'll 
work with management on the out- 
fit’s three mags,-Colliers’s, Wom- 
an’s Home Companion and Ameri- 
can. 

Crowell prexy Albert Winger in- 
troed Schechter to the firm’s other 
execs at a Stork Club lunch in N.Y. 
Monday (23). 





| eral years. 
der contract to 


HOPES TO HYP 
RETAIL o€ LL iG 


New trade promotion setup, de- 
signed to help sponsors make more 
effective use at the point of sale 
of their radio shows and also to 
eliminate the advantages held by 
other ad media over radio, has 
been inaugurated by CBS. - Unit 
is to be part of veepee Louis Haus- 





man’s advertising-sales promotion 
setup, and will be supervised di- 


rectly by Henry Brenner, who is 
moving over to CBS from Standard 
Brands. 

Move was decided on basically 
to service present advertisers, ac- 
cording to CBS spokesmen. Since 
it will provide new merchandising 
aids at no cost to sponsors (all 
costs are to be shared by the net- 
work and its affiliates), 
lieved that the trade promotion 
unit represents also a pitch by 
CBS to sell its open time still avail- 
able. By capitalizing as much as 
possible on radio’s selling effec- 
tiveness to the consumer, it’s point- 
ed out, CBS will have a new and 
potent argument in boosting radio 
over Magazines, newspapers and 
other ad media. 

Example of the 
tools which the 
available is its 
News.” 


merchandising 
web is making 
“Radio Picture- 
It’s a large brochure, simi- 
lar in format to the press books 
fed by film distributors to exhib- 
itors to help them set their exploi- 
tation campaigns. First one, issued 
this week includes a large picture 
of Arthur Godfrey, with the CBS 
star declaring: “I’m ready _ for 
Thanksgiving—are you?” In a note 
accompanying the folder, CBS sug- 
gests to retailers how they can use 


the poster as a regular display, 
capitalizing on Godfrey’s selling 


power. 

“Radio Picture-News” is being 
distributed to local affiliates by 
CBS for theit imprints and is fur- 
nished by the affiliates in turn to 
retail food and drug outlets. Af- 
filiates also have the opportunity 
of inclosing inserts to plug their 
local, non-network shows. At least 
30,000 of the brochures and posters 
are being mailed out on the first 
press run, and CBS hopes to boost 
that figure to 100,000 when all af- 
filiates sign in for the plan. 

Brochure also includes stills and 
personality plugs for CBS. stars, 
with the products with which they 
To get 
start, CBS 


the unit off to a fast 


it’s be-| 











is offering $200 in prizes to the| 


retailer who builds the best win- 
(Continued on page 34) 


CBS Gets 1st Bankroller 
For Symph-Vacated Spot 


CBS. which moved its pickups 
of the N. Y. Philharmonic orch out 
ot the Sunday at 2 p. m. period to 
commercial 
sponsorship, snared its first bank- 
roller for that _time this week. 
Oldsmobile signed for the 3 to 3:30 
Sunday afternoon slot, in which it 
will air the General Motor Junior 
comprising children of GM 
workers. 

Show 
Nov. 





is slated to tee off either 
19 or 26, with the D. P. Broth- 
handlit.g the account. 
Phitharmonic, meanwhile, is now 
aired earlier Sunday afternoons, 
via transcription. 





Kent & Johnson Reunite 


Alan Kent and Austin Croom- 
Johnson are resuming their part- 
nership after a separation of sev- 
Duo have been put un- 
Marty 
who has a deal guaranteeing them 
an annual salary and a split of the 
profits after the guarantee is cov- 
ered through their earnings. 

Duo, in former years, had been 
the heaviest earners in the jingle 
field. They came to national at- 
tention, a few years ago, with an 
ad in VARIETY in which they lam- 
pooned the Calvert whisky ads 
with the caption “How  Distin- 
guished Can You Get?" Ad was 
reproduced in several top news 


, Mags. 


| sportscaster 
' of the 


Goodman , 


Wit Surprise Bid of $1 320,000 





Femme Fest 


Initial rating on the WJZ, 
N. Y., Mary Margaret McBride 


vs. WNBC, N. Y., 
Roosevelt daytime 


Eleanor 
program- 


ing sweepstakes reads as fol- 
lows: 
<2! 3.3 
_MMM:— ee 2. 6 





Agency Feelers 
Lifting Doldrums 


On Radio Sales 


Doldrums which radio is current- 
lv feeling may be dissipated in a 
few weeks. Networks are getting 
feelers from agencies asking for 
quotations of prices on packages 
for possible starting in December 
or around the first of the year. 
NBC has sponsorship nibbles on 
several whodunits and ABC has 
been dickering with Chrysler on 
backing the hour-long “Screen 
Guild Players:” 

The inquiries are cautious, with 
no definite commitments. How- 
ever, network salesmen are being 
told by several agency men, “we'll 
let vou know around Nov. 15 
staffers feel that the bankrollers 
are riding through the current sit- 
uation with a status quo attitude, 
but looking to a mid-November 
crystallization of the economic pic- 
ture. 

After the elections are over, 
webs say, the big spenders will 
have a clearer idea of what to ex- 
pect in the nature of government 
orders and_ taxation, materials 
shortages, inflation and other busi- 
ness trends. Excess profits tax, it’s 
anticipated, will probably not be 
instituted at this time. It’s also 
figured that in another month the 


(Continued on page 40) 





Boston Braves Sign With 


WNAC on Exclusive Basis 
To Air Home Games in ’51 


d Boston, Oct. 24. 
The Boston Braves announced 
the signing Saturday (21) of an 
exclusive contract with WNAC and 
the Yankee Network, along with 
Jim Britt, for airing 
<lub’s 77 home games next 
Inking of the new contract 
wilk split Hub baseball coverage 
between WHDH, which recently 
signed a two-year agreement to air 
all Red Sox home games, and 
WNAGC, which until three years ago 
carried all Hub major league 
games. WNAC, the local Mutual 
outlet, buwed out of the baseball 
picture because of . programming 
difficulties, with fans protesting 
vigorously 
forced to cut off games because of 
“previous commitments” in order 
to carry a chain program. How- 
ever, these difficulties have been 
ironed out, and under the new 
setup the station will carry com- 
plete games either day or night. 
In addition, all day and Sunday 
games will be telecast with WNAC- 
(Continued on page 34) 


Entriken Vs. Ira Marion 
As RWG National Prexy 


“We, the Undersigned” group, 
which is campaigning against the 
administration slate in the eastern 
region of the Radio Writers Guild, 
has placed Knowles Entriken on 
the ballot for national prexy of the 
union. He'll oppose Ira Marion. 

Five of the Coast and Chicago 
signatures required to get Entri- 
ken’s nomination were obtained 
after the deadline Friday (20), but 
Marion asked the council Monday 
(23) to relax the rule so that En- 
triken could run. 


season. 





| 


(ing of 


” Web! 


wher the station was'/! 


Hollywood, Oct. 24. 

Tilting their original bid by 
nearly $2,000,000, a-General Tire- 
Yankee Network-CBS coalition out- 
bid Les Hoffman, set manufacturer, 
for the Thomas Lee estate and 
came away with the whole kit and 
caboodle for a knocked-down bid 
of $12,320,000. It came as a stun- 
ning surprise to all except the 
CBS-Yankee-General crowd, who 
had put out a feeler bid and then 
proceeded to top Hoffman's offer 
of $11,200,000 by the required 
minimum of 10%. 

CBS participated only to the exe 
tent of acquiring the Don Lee tele- 
vision station, KTSL, and a leas- 
space at the Don Lee 
$3.000,000 plant. Whether the net- 
work will eventually land No. 2 
channel in San Francisco, reserved 


for Don Lee, after the freeze is 
lifted. can only be guessed at, 
Howard Meighan, CBS veepee, 
withheld comment, nor would Tom 
O'Neil, headman of the Yankee 
network, make a statement. CBS 
now has Channel 2 in N. Y. and 
Hollywood and the same channel 


in Frisco would naturally have cers 
tain advantages. 

O'Neil’s Yankee net will operate 
the Don Lee chain of 45 stations 
of which four are owned outright, 
and take over Don Lee’s 19.4 ° of 
stock in Mutual. Yankee’s stake in 
Mutual is also 19.4, which just 
about puts Yankee in the driver's 
seat in Mutual. Also acquired are 
the affiliation contracts with Don 
Lee's 41 outlets. : 

Whole transaction goes into es- 
crow until FCC approves the trans- 
fers, which it was said would be 
within 90 days. Both CBS and 

(Continued on page 38) 


Crosby Yanked 
By Minute Maid 


Minute Maid orange concentrate 
has yanked its “This Is Bing 
Crosby” transcriber from the 9:45 
a.m. cross-the-board slot on WCBS, 
yotham key of the Columbia net- 
work, and is mulling cancellation 
‘of the show now beamed in 30-odd 
selected markets across the coun- 
try. Move reportedly doesn’t sit 
well with Crosby, who is a stock- 





holder in the company. 
One of the reasons given by 
Minute Maid for the WCBS can- 


cellation is its unhappiness at be- 
ing bumped from the-10 a.m. spot 
it had previously occupied until 
the extension of the Arthur God- 
frey show into that period. Agency 
is Ted Bates, which recently took 
over the account from Doherty- 
Clifford-Shentfield. 

WCBS has inked “Tommy Riggs 
and Betty Lou” to fill the 9:45 a.m. 
strip, starting Monday (30). It 
will be open for PoeEpaas, 


Hudnut Renews on WW 
For 2d Year; Miami 
Jaunt Rules Out WV 


Payoff on that Sunday §at 
radio impact generated by waiter 
Winchell-in the face of the flock of 
top-budgeted video showcases is 
reflected in the Hudnut renewal of 
WW for a second year, the ABC 
commentator’s pact earning him 
$1.000 a minute. 
| Hudnut, which took over from 
| Kaiser-Frazer the first of the year, 
is paying Winchell $12,500 for his 
12¥2-minute gab sessions. Con- 
tract gives the N. Y. Daily Mirror 
syndicated columnist a paid seven- 
week hiatus. 

Revelation of the new 
pact coincides with WW’'s N. 
to-Miami point of origination. with 
Winchell now settled at his win- 
ter quarters in Florida. That's a 
seasonal must on the Winchell 
agenda, a factor that thus far hag 
ruled out the WW switchover into 
TV. despite recurring bids to en- 
tice the columnist into the sight- 
jand-sound medium. 


Hudnut 
| 


a 
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CBS May Lose Part of Audience To 
Other Webs During Colorcasts Time 





CBS will take a chance on los-+ 


{ng part of its television audience | 
to competing stations when it tees | 
off its commercial color video some | 
time during the next three weeks. 

Web plans to program two hours 
per day at the start, with one of 
those half-hours coming between 6 
and 8 p.m. Since it must shut down 
its black-and-white transmissions 
during a coloreast (the color will 
be aired on the same channel, CBS 
will thus be interrupting the con- 
tinuity of its regular black-and- 
white programming during that 
early evening period. As a result, 
some of the viewers who might not 
have color adapters and convert- | 
ers, with no CBS show to watch, | 
will be expected to switch to com- | 
peting stations and, unless the next 
CBS show in black-and-white is 
something they particularly want! 
to see. it’s believed the web will 
encounter trouble in luring them 
back to its shows immediately. 

CBS spokesmen this week con- 
ceded that such a danger exists 
but claimed not to be too wor- 
ried about it. That half-hour, they 
pointed out, will probably occupy 
the 6:30 to 7 p.m. slot, when most 
viewers are having dinner and 
most other stations are program- 
ming kid shows. Thus, when CBS 
returns to black-and-white  pro- 
gramming at 7 o’clock, it should 
have the same chance of snaring 
viewers as it would have had if 
it had not shuttered its transmitter 
for that half-hour. 

Repeat of Programs 

Web’s other two program periods 
for color will probably be an hour 
before the regular sign-on time in 
the morning and for a half-hour at 
the close of black-and-white pro- 
gramming at night. CBS has not 

(Continued on page 30) 


Ist ‘Bootleg’ TV 
Station Shuttered 


Washington, Oct. 24. 

The first casualty in what ap- 
pears to be an FCC drive on “boot- 
leg” TV stations may turn into a 
court determination of whether 
radio transmissions are interstate | 
commerce. It is expected that the 
issue will be raised by Sylvania 
Electric Products, Inc., big pro- 
ducers of TV tubes, whose un- 
licensed video transmitter atop | 
Whittemore Mountain near Em-| 
porium, Pa., was apprehended and+ 
closed down last week by the Com- 
mission. The company has re- 
portedly denied that it was con- 
ducting an illegal station, as 
charged by FCC. Meanwhile, the 
Commission is preparing to refer 
the case to the Dept. of Justice 
for prosecution. Maximum penalty | 





| 


Besser Exits Murray Show 


Joe Besser, featured comic on 
the Ken Murray show, leaves the 
New York-originated CBS layout 
after this Saturday (28) to return 
to his Coast home. 

Murray wanted him to continue 
with the TV-er, but Besser is home- 
sick. 


Schubert Switch | 


On Musical Series 


Following general pannings ss 





ceived by the first two ventures 
in NBC-TV’s “Musical Comedy | 
Time” series, indie packager Ber- | 
nard L. Schubert is completely re- 
shuffling his production staff and 
switching to a new type of mate- 
rial. Instead of attempting to adapt | 
Broadway musicals which clicked | 
originally because of the name | 
personalities they starred, Schu- | 
bert henceforth will concentrate on | 
the standard musicomedies, such | 
as those toured year after year by | 
the Shuberts and the United Book- | 
ing Office. 

Richard Berger, who produced 
the first two in the series, and Bob 
Ross, who directed, have both | 
exited. Their replacements have 
not been set, with Schubert him- 
self slated to take over as producer 
on “Chocolate Soldier” next Mon- 
day night (30). Bill Corrigan will 
handle the directorial assignment 


temporarily. Illustrating the type 
of material to which Schubert 
plans to stick henceforth, “Rio 


Rita’ has been scheduled to follow 
“Soldier.” Succeeding shows have 
not yet been selected. 

Adaptations of “Anything Goes” 
and “Whoopee” were staged the first 
two stanzas. Former, it’s pointed 
out, scored originally on Broadway 


_because of Ethel Merman’s work, 


while the second show was a tour- 
de-force for Eddie Cantor. Deci- 
sion to switch the choice of mate- | 
rial was reportedly dictated by 
Procter & Gamble, which bank- 
rolls the series. Sponsor is said to 
be disappointed with the ratings 


000 talent and production nut. 


Affiliates Get Eyeful 
Of NBC TV Highlights 
Via Special Tele Setup 


White Sulphur Spgs., Oct. 24. 
NBC’s TV _ news’ department 
transported tons of equipment, in- 
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MARILYN ROSS 


Glamorous New Singing Star 
Held Over, Chez Paree, Chicago 
Thanks to Dave Halper, 

Al Borde, Al Thall 
Personal Management 
Bernie Thall 
Hotel Walton, New York City 














/of a new TV color unit. It’s to be 
,a low-cost “companion set’ to the 
'on the show, which carries a $30,- | 


(Continued on page 30) cluding a complete film laboratory 


jand editing facilities to the Green- | 

e @ i . 3 tl t d ] at . 

Pre-Midnight Resale Of | attending og <_< gg em 
‘ ’ |could get daily newsreel coverage. 
Broadway Open House 


|Special lightweight portable sound | 
eM the highlights of each day’s con-. 
Heartens NBC Affiliates ‘hs activities, which 





| met, 


| Cameras were brought here to film 
were | 
White Sulphur Spgs., Oct. 24. | screened within a few hours after | 
they were taken. 
News stories filmed by NBC cam- | 
eramen were flown in from all 
parts of the country daily in per- 
haps the greatest on-the-spot | 
demonstration of TV newsreel cov- | 
erage to date. The affiliates were | 
properly awe-struck. 


TV Effect on Pubservice 
Shows to Be Studied 


Assn. of Radio News Analysts. | 
fearing that the heavy commercial 
skeds of the television networks 
may hurt public service shows, has 
set up a committee to study the 
problem. Group includes H. V. | 
Kaltenborn, Cecil Brown and Ned | 
| Calmer. 

Robert Trout, prexy of the asso- | 
ciation, said last week: “Television, | 
in this boom period, must not neg- | 
lect public service programs. The | 
news commentators of the bread- | 
casting industry are concerned that | 
in the present wildfire develop- | 
ment of TV. programs telecast pri- | 
marily in the public interest may | 
be pushed into unfavorable time. 
spots or even squeezed out of the! 
jtelevision schedule entirely.” 


NBC made much of the revela- | 
tion to its affiliates that Anchor- | 
Hocking has just renewed its 
“Broadway Open House” late 
night hour video showcase for an- 
other round of 26 weeks. As far 
as the networks are concerned— 
and the affiliates chimed in with 


an assent on the basis of increasing | 
interest—-it | 


local _sales-audience 


definitely establishes 11 to mid- 


night as good, saleable time. That’s | 
been | 


something radio 
able to do. 


has never 


Anchor-Hocking, which picks up. 


the tab for the show, with local 
breweries participating on a time- 
buying basis, staked its claim on 
the 11 to midnight show on an ex- 
perimental basis. The response not 
only astonished the client, but the 
network and stations as well. 

Meanwhile, status of Morey Am- 
sterdam’s continuance on the show 
appears questionable. He's on two 
nights a week. with Jerry Lester 
taking over the other three nights. 
It’s the Lester segment that’s won 
wide acclamation ‘with result that 
the comic was recently upped from 
$1,500 a week to $3,000). If Amster- 
dam checks off, it’s not known 
whether Lester will agree to a five- 
nights-a-week chore, 





Commander To 


| 960 


UHF Stations Seen Spreadeagling — 
Country When FCC Lifts its Freeze 





WXYZ’s Major Grid Sale 


Detroit, Oct. 24. 
In one of the largest single seg- 
ment time sales in video, General 
| Electric Supply Corp. signed with 
|WXYZ-TV for approximately four 
|hours of Saturday afternoon pro- 
grams titled ‘‘Football Party.” 





| Show consists of an hour and a 


quarter feature film and the Uni- 
versity of Pennsylvania football 
games via ABC. 


Snader TV Budget 





Up By $480,000 


Hollywood, Oct. 24. 
Inflation has caught up with Lou 
Snader, who is making a series of 
three-minute teletune pix. 
Budget on the series has been 
upped $480,000 to $1,440,000. 
Snader, first producer to get 





Build Tint Sets In 
Bottleneck Break: 


First significant break in the 
anti-CBS color blockade set up by 
the major television set manufac- 
turers was effected this week by 
Commander Television. One of the 
smaller manufacturers in the field, 


duce and market the first set 
adapted internally to receive CBS 
color programs. Bendix, one of the 
first manufacturerers several years 


| ago to cooperate with CBS in its | 


color development, announced 
meanwhile that it would build 
converter-jacks into all its sets so 
that the public will not be forced 
to have its receivers worked over 
by a serviceman for the necessary 
conversion. 

Moves by Bendix and Com- 
mander were preceded last week | 
by an announcement from Earl | 
(Madman) Muntz of full-scale pro- | 
duction in the immediate future 


regular Muntz receiver, which will 
be connected via a simple plug, 
thereby eliminating, according to 
Muntz, the necessity for an adap- 
ter or converter. Muntz did not 


, American Federation of Musicians 


clearance for soundtracking vidpix, 
originally had budgeted each film 
at $1,000. He bringing them in 
now for $1,500 each. 

AFM deal calls for payment of 
film scale to musicians plus 5% 


of the gross profit to the AFM | 
itrust fund. 


Music publishers get 
between 1° and 112°% of the gross 


for pop tunes used and 2° for 


| standards. 
{| Commander revealed plans to pro- | 


Performers are getting 


paid between 1% and 5% of the! 


take, with a $200 guarantee against 
this split being paid in advance for 


each film. 


Additionally, Snader is paying 


| director Duke Goldstone and music 


topper Phil Moore $50 per film, 
and Phil Bloom gets the equiva- 
lent of 10° of each performer's 
pay and 10° of the overall orches- 
tra costs. 

Snader is turning out between 
five and 10 of the shorts per day. 





Louisville Speeding Its 
Cable Installations; 
Color Problems Decried 


Louisville, Oct. 24. 
Due to viewers’ response to the 





specify the cost of the new unit, 
other than to say it will be “rela- 
tively low.” Organization is al- 
ready taking orders for promised 
delivery before Christmas. 
Steering committee established 
by the Radio-Television Manufaee 
turers Assn. to spearhead the fight 
against CBS via a fullscale ad- 
publicity campaign has not yet 
although RTMA spokesmen | 
said the first get-together will 
probably occur this week. RTMA 
prez Robert C. Sprague, mean-| 
while, took the air via CBS Sun-| 
day night (22) in an attempt to) 
reassure setowners that their pres- | 
(Continued on page 41) 








Tint in Ford Future? 


While no advertiser has ac- 
tually signed yet with CBS to 
bankroll a color. television 
show, Ford this week became 
the first to make the initial 
overtures to the web. Company 
plans to stage “Alice in Won- 
derland” for its Christmas pre- 
sentation on the “Ford The- 
atre” series and, through Ken- 
yon & Eckhardt, its agency, 
suggested to CBS that it might 
do the final dress rehearsal 
for the black-and-white before 
the color cameras. 

Whether CBS will be able to 
pick up the rehearsal in color 
will probably depend on how 
much studio equipment it has 
on hand at that time for tinted 
TV, since the show would re- 
quire at least three or four 
cameras. Show itself is aired 
Friday nights from 9 to 10, so 
that the dress rehearsal would 
be staged two or three hours 
earlier in the evening. Iris 
Mann, featured in the recent 
Broadway production of “The 
Innocents,” will p!ay the title 
role in the show. 


|installation of the first coaxial 


} 


cable Sept. 3C, WHAS-TV and 
WAVE-TV will be served with a 


,second cable a month and a: 
half earlier than the previously | 


scheduled date. With full-time ca- 
bles, both TV outlets will transmit 
more network shows from points 
of origin to the 53,000 TV set- 
owners in the Louisville area. 
WAVE-TV will 
college football to its schedule, in- 


cluding the Navy-Notre Dame game 


Nov. 4. 
Both WAVE-TV and WHAS-TV 


| have issued statements anent color 


TV. WAVE-TY, according to state- 


ment by prez G. W. Norton, Jr., 
‘does not 


intend to convert its | 
transmitting equipment to send out | 
color pictures Declaration assured | 
set-owners and prospective set-buy- 
ers that the sets they own, or are | 


about to buy will enable them to | 
‘enjoy TV for a long time to come. | 
an- | 


| WHAS-TV issued a similar 

| nouncement in the local press, de- 
claring that ‘It’s three to five vears 

| away at least, as far as Louisville 
is concerned.” 


Lester Vail Back to Y&R 


Lester Vail the 


radio-television of 





has rejoined 
department 


| Young & Rubicam to take over as | 


| producer-director of NBC-TV’'s 
|“‘Aldrich Family” for General 
| Foods. He succeeds Frank Papp, 
'who resigned two weeks ago. 

| While it was the ousting of Jean 


Muir from the cast of “Aldrich” 


|that precipitated the current po- 
litical blacklist problem in radio- 


TV, Papp has maintained that fac-. 


‘tor had nothing to do with his 
,ankling the show. Vail had been 
, with Y&R for four years as a pro- 
‘ducer-director prior to 1947, when 
he left to join the Dancer, Fitz- 
‘gerald & Sample agency. 


be adding more ; 


Washington, Oct. 24. 


From the testimony given the 
|FCC at the first week of its impor. 
jtant TV allocations hearings, it 
‘looks as though UHF stations wit] 
be springing up throughout the hin- 
terland, come the lifting of the 
|freeze, like mushrooms. Already 
the pressure is on to allocate the 
entire UHF band, providing about 
70 channels (compared with 12 in 
the VHF band), for video. Con- 
sidering that the FCC proposal to 
allocate 42 channels in UHF had 
seemed ample when it was offered 
a year ago, the current demand for 
a substantially larger allocation ap- 
pears to discount the possibility of 
a saturation point for TV stations. 

Proposals offered by DuMont and 
Television Broadcasters Assn, 
would make possible more video 
| Stations in the U. S. than there are 
| AM and FM outlets combined. Du- 
|Mont’s plan, presented by Dr. 
Thomas T. Goldsmith, Jr., direc. 
tor of research, would provide 81 
channels (including VHF), permit- 
ting around 4,000 stations. It 
would assign channels in over 1,400 
communities, 178 of which would 
be allocated at least four stations 
each. With a few exceptions, sta- 
tions in a community would be 
either UHF or VHF. In the few 
cases where existing VHF outlets 
would have to shift to UHF, a 
three-year transition period for 
changing transmitters and giving 
set owners time to adapt their sets 
would be provided. 

Several Plans Mulled 

DuMont’s plan, aside from add- 
‘ing more UHF channels, differs 
from the FCC proposal in that it 
|would minimize the intermixture 
of UHF and VHF stations in par- 
ticular cities by substituting VHF 
‘for UHF in some cases and UHF 
for VHF in others. In California, 
for instance, San Diego would be 


(Continued on page 36) 


Chicago Politicos 
Sluffed Off in TV 


Chicago, Oct. 24. 

Chicago politicos who had hoped 
to make rather extensive use of 
| video in this fall's campaign are 
discovering there isn’t much room 
for the short-term “advertiser.” 
| With practically all of the choice 
| time on the four tele outlets here 
' already sold out, campaigners are 
| having trouble even buying spot 
| announcements. 
In fact, two stations—WENR-TV 
; and WGN-TV—are accepting no 
political “business” whatsoever. 
Apparently the reason is that the 
‘political revenue just isn’t worth 
the effort. Besides the fact that the 
two outlets have little good time 
available, by turning down every 
and all of the candidates they 
avoid the touchy problem of bal- 
ancing the time among the various 
parties. 

WNBQ has sold five quarter- 
hours to vote-seekers of both par- 


(Continued on page 41) 


Philco Ousted by Murray 
Show From WDTV Srot; 
Gets Kine Airing Later 


Pittsburgh, Oct. 24. 

“Phileo Playhouse” on Sunday 
night (22) got the heave-ho from 
WDTYV. lone video outlet locally, in 
favor of the DuMont network's 
own commercial in that same time 
slot. the “Arthur Murray Show.” 
WDTV is owned and operated by 
DuMont. Phileo hour of drama had 
been a permanent fixture on the 
station almost since it first went 
on the air nearly two vears ago. 

However, it’s not being eliminat- 
eg here entirely Philco program 
will be kinescoped and shown lo- 
/eally five nights later. on Thurs- 
|days at 11 pm. As a result “En- 
, core,” feature film run off every 
| Thursday at that time under local 
| sponsorship, is switching to Fri- 
days. Because of the newspaper 
strike. WDTV didn’t have a chance 
to inform viewers that Phileo was 
coming off Sundays and _ station 
switchboard was swamped with 











calls of protest when the Arthur 
Murray revue went on for 
| time. 


first 
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NBC’S NEW ‘TV SP 
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Dollars, Not Hours: Affiliates - 


White Sulphur Spgs., Oct. 24. 


Now that they're convinced that video has attained its commer- 
ial maturity, NBC’s TV affiliates feel they’re getting the short end 


* the dollar stick. 


The station operators have asked the network 


a realistic reappraisal of their affiliation in terms of translat- 
ng free hours into a dollar arrangement. 


The 


affiliates thus far have been turning over 24 hours of free 


ime a month to the web, in return for which they’ve been getting 


cuffo sustainers, with the web picking up the cable tab. 


he affiliates are concerned, 


today in favor of the webs, 


As far as 


it’s strictly a one-way gravy train ride 
in v 


iew of the fast-vanishing sustain- 


ng era and an SRO situation on commercials. 
The affiliates submitted up a resolution to NBC prexy Joseph H. 


\icConnell asking for a share-and-share-alike arrangement. 


Mc- 


Conne ell has promised to probe into the matter. 














Cahill Rallies NBC 


Affiliates To 


Attack on FCC Tele Restrictions 


White Sulphur Spgs., Oct. 24. 
NBC and its tele affiliates in 
one-station areas aren’t going to 
ike the FCC-proposed 
ruling lying down. 


:ppearance at the NBC conven-}| 
tion of John T. Cahill, network 
board director and legal brain- | 


ruster, served as a 
to rally the stations into action on 
the grounds that the FCC, in rul- 
ing that NBC’s flow of video pro- 
“ramming into one-station towns 
was infringing on other networks, 
is exceeding its authority in im- 
nosing such restrictions. Before 
Cahill got through laying down his 
definition of the law, the boys had 
the FCC on the defensive. Not 
only on the so-called monopoly 
channel proposal, but on color 
video as well. 

\ffiliates that 


served notice 


+ 


*“monop- | 
Surprise | 


springboard | 


a 
vv 


PAT WEAVER'S 





Hands Off Color 


White Sul. Spgs., 

Station operators in attend- 
ance here with a stake in both 
NBC and CBS programming 
take the positicn that, at least 
for the time being, they want 
no part of CBS color-transmit- 
ed shows. 

Principal reason they give 
for this decision is that they’re 
taking no chances on inviting 
the wrath of the local tele- 
vision dealers, as long as the 
dealer feels that the verdict 
favoring the CBS system is 
crippling his set sales. 





Oct. 24. . 





TVA Wins Out On 


they'll file for an appearance be- | 


Commission 
hearing on the “monopoly” rule. 
They argue that, in carrying out 
ihe FCC-promulgated precepts of 
serving the public interest, con- 
venience and necessity, a station 
has a right to choose its program- 
ming and that any FCC ruling to 
the contrary represents a reversal 
on the part of the Government 
agency, in view of the previous 
ruling supporting the 


the 


pore 


ming. 
Cahill gave a clear, forthright 


and interesting exposition of the. 


i\o major issues, telling the broad- 
casters that the color TV ruling 
was of vital concern to all the 
Stations. 


TV Grid Share 
Cues College Beef 


Boston, Oct. 24. 





Televising of the Georgetown- | 
Boston College football game here | 
brought 


lust’ Friday night (20) 
plenty of squawks from George- 
town officials when they learned | 
same would be carried locally, 
over WNAC-TV, resulting in 
siialler gate receipts. 
beefed that (1) Georgetown had 
not been notified game would be 
televised locally and (2) since it 
was. Georgetown should share in 
’ TV coin. 


_ Teams usually operate on a 50- | 
0 split of proceeds after park | 
and game expenses have | 


rental 
been 
dice 


deducted and with attend- 


down from §iast 


‘ew extra bucks from TV rights 
nich are bankrolled by 


(Continued on page 41) 


ROACH MAKING FIRST 





ONE-HOUR VIDEO FILM 


; Hollywood, Oct. 24. 
_ First’ full-hour picture to be 
“med especially for television on 
© Coast will be produced by Hal 
‘oach, Jr., starting this week. Fiim 
one of the two to be made by 
‘oach for Magnavox. Oscar Boet- 
sSer will direct. 
Following the. two Magnavox pic- 
res. Roach will make another 
hour film for Ford Motors. 


seeking 4a/| 


station's | 
right to choose its own program- | 


Officials | 


season, | 
Georgetown hoped to pick up aj 


Atlantic | 


Separate Scales; 
Nixes Wage Bids 


Television Authority has won the 
| principle of separate scales for 
15-, 30- and 60-gninute shows from 
_the networks, who had first of- 
| fered a flat fee for actors’ perform- 
ances regardless of a program’s 
length. However, TVA bargainers 
declare that the webs’ wage offers 
are still far 
| Reps of the chains and TVA) 
_(which includes all the unions in- 
the Associated Actors and Art- 
istes of America, except the screen | 
guilds) met Friday (20), with the 
management negotiators offering | 

'$50 for a 15-minute commercial } 
show including eight hours of re-| 
hearsal, and $85 for a_ half-hour 
commercial show including 24 
| hours of rehearsal. TVA demands 
| are $70 for 15 minutes, $85 for a 
‘half-hour and $115 for an hour, 
plus $6 per rehearsal hour. 

No negotiations are scheduled 
for this week, due to TVA exec 
‘secretary George Heller's trip to 
Chicago’ and the Coast where TVA 
membership meetings are being 
‘held. A meeting in N. Y. Thurs- 
| day (19) with 1,000 members pres- 
ent moved with only four dissent- 
_ing votes to authorize the TVA 
| board to call a strike if talks with 
| the chains collapse. Chi and L. A. 

(Continued on page 30) 





‘Wildroot Inks Levenson 


On One-Shot Basis Sat. 


Wildroot Hair Tonic this week 
| pacted for the Sam Levenson show, 
| which is to be aired Saturday (28) 
'from 8:45 to 9 p.m. Program fol- 
‘lows the first Jack Benny TV’er, 
‘which will hold down the 8 to 8:45 
slot that night. 

Deal with Wildroot is on a one- 
| shot basis, since the decision on 
where to air any subsequent shows 
| Levenson does, depends on where 
Benny’s future shows will be slot- 
ted. Levenson is to do one show 
each eight weeks and, for the ini- 
tialer, Ken Murray and his sponsor, 
Anheuser-Busch, gave up their 8 


to 9 period this Saturday. That 
‘deal, too, is only a one-shot, how- 
‘ever, 





DRAMATIC PLAN 


White Sulphur Spgs., Oct. 
Sylvester L. (Pat) Weav er, <a 
projection of the “Saturday Night 
Revue” plan and major comedy 
showcases were accepted with 
skepticism at last year’s annual 
conclave, but which have since 


|paid off as the TV sales-program- 


ming successes to date, 
other “TV spectacular” at the af- 
filiates last week. This time they 
listened with increased respect. 
Weaver, who only last 


tossed an- 


week 


| sounded off in Variety on his con- 


' clusions 


| will 


| standing film producer 


that TV 
fallen into a rut, 
exertion of 


have 
little 


dramatics 
with too 
creative effort and 
imagination, brought forth a rev- 
olutionary concept for dramatic 
programming for next season's 
agenda that, if carried through, 
solidify TV’s stature as a 
show biz medium. 

Here, in essence, 
has in mind for 
video agenda: 


major 


the 
A deal with an out- 
(it's known 


ithat he would like to incorporate 


David O. Selznick into his think- | 
jing) for 


the production of 15 or 


,16 high-budgeted films made spe- 


‘cifically for 


ipresented as a 
theatre 


{fon a 


| the supervision of 


|cited Coe for 


television. 
would be alternated with 15 or 16 
legitimate theatre productions pro- 
duced by top-calibre Broadway 
names which would originate from 
a Broadway theatre, and would be 
straightforward 
presentation. And alter- 
nating with the pix-legit ventures 
three-week cycle basis), 
would be television originals under 
Fred Coe and 
other top TV dramatic producers. 

Fact that Weaver’ specifically 
the latter venture 


| was accepted as an indication that 
‘he would like to negotiate a deal 


with Philco to undertake the three- 
pronged programming for the Sun- 
day 9 to 10 spot as replacement 
for “Philco Television Playhouse.” 

Weaver, in setting the keynote 
for. the convention’s TV_ session, 
put major emphasis on_ the 
medium’s potentialities in the 


, realm of culture and informational 


below the demands. | 


| 


} 
| 


'on the 


view treatment” 


currents, citing TV as “the world’s 
most dynamic medium of informa- | 
tion, education and_ entertain- 


(Continued on page 32) 


Cantor Beefs On 
Preview Bypass 


Claiming NBC has been bypass- 
ing a contractual commitment, 
Eddie Cantor has been squawking 
to the network high command and 
the William Morris office over 
failure to get a “preview” kine- 
scope runoff on his Sunday night 





Colgate-sponsored TV comedy 
show. 
The preview idea was_ in- 


augurated for Cantor's initial in- 
stallment a couple of months back 
and was considered by Cantor as 
one of the strong factors which 
got his segment of the Colgate Com- 
edy Hour off to a fast start. Cantor 
contends that there’s a contract 
stipulation provided for the pre- 
view knescoping of the show in 
advance to iron out the bugs. NBC, 
other hand, reportedly 
denies it’s under any such obliga- 
tion. arguing that each such run- 
off on a major TV attraction adds 
up to a $6,000 extra outlay. It is 
willing to stand half the cost if 
Cantor pays the other $3,000. 

Cantor was not given the “pre- 
in his second time 
up and is insisting on it for his 
Nov. 5 show. Latter show. inci- 
dentally. will have an Al Jolson 
tribute for the finale. 


‘Toast’ 36.7; Allen 21.1 


Here’s last Sunday night 8 to 9 
TV scorecard, based on a 10-city 
Trendex compilation: 

Ed Sullivan’s “Toast of 
Town”"—36.7. 

Fred Allen's Colgate Show—21.1. 





the 


' 
is what Weaver 
upcoming | 


These | 


ECTACULAR’ 





FCC Seen Strongly Buttressed For 
Fight Expected on Color Decision 





NBC to Hike Rates 


White Sulphur Spgs., Oct. 24. 
With ‘video costs shooting 
Into the stratosphere, NBC is 


getting ready to spring a rate 
hike. It’s all very hush-hush 
at the moment, but NBC prexy 
Joe McConnell tipped to the 
affiliates here that a rate in- 
crease will be announced offi- 
cially Nov. 15. It will go into 
effect Jan. 1. 


McConnell suggested that 
at affiliates keep it under 
vraps until the Nov. 15 an- 


nounce ment. 


AT&T on Spot In 
TV Allocations: 


Hearings Nov. 20 


Washington, Oct. 24 

American Telephone & Tele- 
graph will be put on the spot next 
month to justify its current quarter 
intercity channel allocations to the 
four TV webs when the FCC begins 
hearings to determine the legality 
of the assignments. An investiga- 
tion was ordered by the Commis 








sion last week, following com- 
plaints from DuMont and ABC that 
they had been discriminated 


against in the allocations in favor 
of NBC and CBS. Hearings will 
start Nov. 20, with Hugh B. Hutchi- 
son, examiner, presiding. 

Main point at issue is whether 
the assignments were “equitable” 
under the FCC regulations, the 


agency order for the investigation 


pointing out that “opportunity of 
customers for intercity video trans- 
mission service to compete effec- 
tively in the field of television 
broadcasting may be materially af- 
fected by allocations of usage of 
available facilities.” 

The order stated that of the 399 


‘possible hours for allocation by A. 


T. & T. for the current quarter 
during the choice evening hours 


| Rosenman, 


| broadeasts, 


| (8-11 p. m.), NBC was assigned 160. 


| hours per week, CBS got 114 hours, | 


ABC received 49 hours, DuMont 
| was given 36 hours, and 40 hours 


were left open for further assign- | 


; ment. 
the Commission will inquire into 
the basis on which the allocations 
were made, whether the telephone 
company “is making or giving any 
undue or unreasonable preference 
or advantage” or showing “unrea- 
sonable prejudice” to any custom: 
er. what impact the allocations 
may have on network competion in 
television, and whether’ there 
should be different regulations 
which would set up classes of users, 
such as networks, stations, theatre 


video operators, etc., who would 
be eligible for transmission serv- 
ice. 





DU MONT NIXES ABC-TV 
DIVVY ON MURRAY SHOW 


Arthur Murray dance studios, 
which backs the “Arthur Murray 
Show” on the DuMont web, wanted 
to expand by adding a lineup of 
ABC-TV outlets. DuMont, how- 
ever, turned down the project for a 
two- network spread. 

Terp schools are spending 
around $30,000 weekly for time 
and talent and were willing to up 
the nut an additional $10,000 for 
the ABC stations. 

Two years ago DuMont shared 
the “Admiral Broadway Revue,” 
Sid Caesar-Imogene Coca starrer. 
with NBC-TV, because DuMont had 
the New York-to-midwest cable al- 
location in the Friday 8-9 p. m. pe- 
riod when the show was aired. In 
that case DuMont was willing to 
share with NBC-TV, to get a top- 
flight show. The Murray program, 
incidentally, was incepted on ABC- 
TV this summer, 


Besides the question of legality, 


‘affiliate outlets, 
; the show to NBC, 


Washington, Oct. 24. 
Although there’s been a tremen- 
dous outcry against the FCC color 
decision, it’s pointed out here that 
this is one case in which the agency 
won't be so easily pushed around. 
For one thing, there’s some strong 
support for the Commission’s ac- 
tion, the strongest being, of course, 
CBS. With a patent stake which 
could bring in as much as $50,- 
000,000, the web can be expected 
to give real backing to the color 
decision, in the courts and on the 
program front. 

When the 
RCA comes. up, 
week, before the U.S 
in Chicago, Commission 
will have as allies the 
guns of CBS, headed by Samuel 
former White House 
Pitted against him will like- 


injunction suit by 
probably next 
district court 

counsel 
top legal 


aide. 


ly be John T. Cahill, RCA board 
member who was on deck at the 
color hearings when Brig. Gen. 


David Sarnoff, RCA board chafr- 
man. testified. 

While the court fight is going on, 
CBS plans to go ahead with color 
without waiting for 
Nov. 20 when commercial programs 
may be transmitted. The web al- 
ready has authority to broadcast its 
color on an experimental basis and 
is preparing to do so, at first in 
New York. Probably only a hand- 
ful of people with adapted or con- 
verted sets will be able to see 
them, but there will be public 
demonstrations where the _ pro- 
grams can be viewed on the color 
receivers the web used at medical 
conventions and at the FCC hear- 
ings in V/ashington. 

On the manufacturing end, too, 
CBS is getting increasing support, 
although no major producer has 
yet come forward with color sets. 
But the list of smaller companies 
who have announced color sets, 
converters or new convertible sets 
grows almost daily. It includes 
Tele-Tone, Raytheon (Belmont), 
Muntz, Television Equipment Corp., 
Webster-Chicago Corp. and Celo- 
Mat Corp. The web is counting 


(Continued on page 41) 


CBS-TV Sellout 


Snafued on Time 


Inability te clear time on affili- 
ate stations continues to be one of 
the chief roadblocks in CBS-TV's 
progress towards a sellout status. 
That factor, in addition to being 
responsible for the web's losing 
the Borden’s-sponsored Peter Lind 
Hayes-Mary Healy show to NBC 
this week, also snafued a desire 
by Esso to pick up the tab on 
Red Barber’s hour-long Sunday 
afternoon film reprises of top col- 
lege football games played the 
preceding afternoon. 

CBS had been virtually set for 
the Borden’s show, but when it 
could not clear time on enough 
the sponsor took 
where it will 
occupy the Thursday night 8:30 
to 9 slot, starting Nov. 23. Period 
on NBC was occupied formerly by 
Ballantine’s ‘ Believe It or Not,” 
which dropped that show several 
weeks ago. As for the football se- 
ries, Fsso sought to sign on as 

(Continued on page 41) 


ADMIRAL RENEWS FOR 
13 MORE ‘LIGHTS OUT’ 


Admiral this week picked up its 
option on NBC-TV’s “Lights Out” 
for an additional 13 weeks. While 
the Kudner agency placed the ac- 
count, it’s believed that Admiral 
plans to drop Kudner in the near 
future and will probably assign an 
unidentified Chicago agency to 
take over. 

Account represents close to 
$1,000,000 in annua! billings. since 
Admiral, in addition to “Lights,” 
also bankrolls half of ABC-TV’# 
“Stop the Music.” 
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Television Follow-Up Comment 


glamor- | an armed holdup man. As he 
Virginia calls on people who knew her he 


eee 
Gertrude Lawrence, with a neat 


ssist from Pavl McGrath, brought | 
ABC-TV’s “Showtime U.S.A.” Sun- | 


day night (22) up to top quality 


level. Duo socked across a scene 
from Rachel Crothers’ “Susan and 
God,” repeating the roles they, 


played in the original Broadway 
production. Excerpt, which had 
the dipso husband pleading with 
his wife for a second chance, oc- 
cupied almost half the 30-minute 
show but didn’t drag for a second 
It was a tribute to the thesping 
talents of -both Miss Lawrence and 
McGrath in that they sustained a 
high mood in their acting without 
the usual opportunity of building 
up to it. 

Rest of the show was _ spotty, 
mostly because of the lack of pro- 
duction values. Both Edith Piaf 
and Henry Morgan registered well 
because of their basic talents and 
in spite of the fact that they per- 
formed before a simple curtain, 
Miss Piaf projected excellently 
with a dramatic song, in French, 
about a Foreign Legion regiment 
and then turned to English lyrics 
for an equally-well done “Hymn to 
Love.” Morgan grabbed off plenty 
of yocks with a monolog kidding 
color TV. Basil Rathbone, as em- 
cee. was too obviously nervous, 
while Vinton Freedley reprised his 
standard dignified aplomb as pro- 
gram host. Plugs for Dodge cars 
represented good selling jobs. 





CBS-TV’s “Frank Sinatra Show,” 
which showed dtfinite signs of be- 
ing on the right track the previous 
week, made it to the top Saturday 
night (21). Program, except for a 
minor mishap at the close, was a 
fine blend of song, dance and com- 
edy, all neatly produced, scripted 
and staged. Irving Mansfield, who 
took over as producer after the ini- 
tial week, evidently has found what 
required correction and Sinatra, as 
a result, should have little trouble 
building into the video personality 
that had been anticipated for him. 

Singer, who was nervous and 
hesitant the first time out, was 
completely at ease Saturday night 
and the entire program thus car- 
ried an amiable air of informality. 
Instead of spreading his talents all 
over the show, he concentrated for 
the most part on his singing for a 
maximum payoff, capping the pro- 
Zram with a sensitive rendition of 
the “Soliloquy” from “Carousel.” 
Number was backed by a standout 
set, which duplicated that used in 
the original Broadway production 
and, even though the number ran 
aimost 10 minutes, packed plenty 
of punch. Sinatra, of course, also 
displayed an easy comedy personal- 
itv and teamed neatly with guest 
Mary McCarthy in a skit and a 
song. 

Miss McCarthy wowed with the 
“42d Street” routine from her cur- 
rent nitery act, displaving the un- 


inhibited zanyism which she sold 
so well on last year’s “Admiral 
Broadway Revue.” Comic Ben 


Blue also was given top material 
for this stanza and made it pay 
off, particularly in a very funny 
skit with Roberia Lee kidding the 
dime-a-dance’ palaces. Whipoor- 
wills registered with their voices 
and dancing in a jungle setting and 
the “Blue Family” turned in a good 
bit. Show wound 90 seconds early, 
forcing Sinatra and the production 
crew to ad lib. Resultant confusion 
Jed to the cameras’ picking up the 
hand of the crewman flipping the 
credit cards. 


With Ed Wynn returning earlier 
than originally scheduled in the 
show’s roundrobin of comedy stars 
because of Jimmy Durante’s in- 
ability to make this stanza, “Four 
Star Revue” turned up with a 
strong, though not a standout show 
last Wednesday night (18) on NBC- 
TV. Despite the conventional re- 
vue format, which is suffering 
from excessive duplication, this 
show holds up one of video's 
truly bigtime airers, with the spon- 
sor, Motorola, evidently shooting 
the works on talent. production 
trimmings and technical wizardry. 


as 


A_ masterful showman, Wynn 
carried the main burden of the 
program. Casual and intimate de- 


spite the vast Center theatre. N. Y.. 
Stage setting. broadly whimsical] 
and pointedly witty his brand 
of comedy demands. Wynn's solo 
performance maintained the sock 
Jevel attained in initial stint 
for this show two weeks ago. 

M hen guestar Bea Lillie teamed 
with Wynn in a couple of skits. 
the result was excellent comedvy. 
The coupling was particularly ef- 
fective in the burlesque of a Civil 
War spy drama. Miss Lillie’s solo 
comedy vocals, however, were 


as 


his 








‘spotty and failed to hold up over 


the several numbers in the Car- 
negie Hall recital bit. 


cidentally, was also his weakest 
contribution to the show. 

Among the supporting turns, the 
oleeuied pooches under Leonard 
Gautier’s tutelage stole the honors. 
The bricklaying routine was neatly 
caught by the cameras, from the 
incidental canine comedy to the 
spectacular trapeze stunt at the 
finish. Ben Wrigley also registered 
strongly with his eccentric hoof- 
ing, although the skit in the doc- 
tor’s office wound up lamely. The 
Merriel Abbott dancers delivered 
a good, but conventional samba 
routine with Eileen O'’Dare fea- 
tured. Production and camera work 
in this number were topflight, 

Motorola plugs were limited to 
one straight pitch. The gaggedup 
middle commercial, with Wynn act- 


ing as narrator in a takeoff on 
the Cinderella tale, had some in- 
genious settings to offset the ba- 
sically weak script material. 
NBC's Saturday Night “Your 
Show of Shows” continues on a 
high plane of entertainment. The 


talented cast headed by Sid Caesar | 


and Imogene Coca generally man- 
age to make this one of the best 
produced shows in video. Now 
that it’s well into the second sea- 
son, there aren't any production 
kinks to speak of. 

The individual components re- 
main fairly fresh. The cast comes 
up weekly with some new diver- 
tissements, to add new stature to 
this show. Caesar turned in some 
excellent comedic bits on_ last 
Saturday’s display, both solo and 
in conjunction with Miss Coca. The 
panto in the subway bit, with each 
fighting for a seat, had the right 
touch of exaggeration to make for 
hilarity within a believable frame- 
work. Caesar’s reprised satire on 
boxing films also hit its mark. The 


Hamilton Dancers provided one of. 


the more delightful spots with a 
charming terp depicting a nitery 
after the close of festivities. Mar- 
guerite Piazza, Adriana Knowles 
and Robert Merrill provided the 
longhair segment of the show with 
their usual excellence, and Bill 
Hayes and Judy Johnson did the 


production singing for the well- 
paced choreography. The Billy 
Williams Quartet came up with 


their top deliveries. 

Madeleine Carroll emceed in yan 
uncertain fashion, initially, but got 
into her stride during the latter 
part of the program. She assisted 
Caesar in a shipwreck scene which, 
however, was below par. 

The Jack Carter show opening 
the Saturday night showcase was 
marred by a lack of pacing. The 
timing was somewhat askew, but 
talent and writing was above the 
level usually heard on this stanza. 
Carter segment is apparently 
attempting to overcome the dif- 
ficulties of getting fresh acts every 
week by becoming a self-contained 


display with only one guester, 
Gloria De Haven in this case. 
There are more sketches and the 


regular panel is given more work 
to do. 

The initial football 
repetitious with four 
the same theme of a 
structing his players. 
sound, but too long. Carter is 
apparently punching too heavily 
to get the desired results. A more 
relaxed mien would help. 

Miss De Haven showed up well 
in songs and sketches. She’s a 
willing performer with sufficient 
visual values to dress up a show. 
Donald Richards and Bill Cailahan 
contributed well in the song and 
dance departments. Latter two are 
regulars and program aims to add 
another singer, probably a femme, 
in order to fully get away from 
its dependency on outside talent. 


scene 
takeoffs 
coach in- 
Idea was 


Was 
on 


CBS-TV’s “Ford Theatre” 
up with a terror-filled version of 
“Angei Street.” the 1941 legit -hit, 
last Friday night (20). What made 


came 


the production, which was_ top- 
notch in all departments. espe- 
cially commendable, was the fact 


that it went on with only a couple 
of days notice. replacing the 
originally scheduled “What Maisie 
Knew.” which CBS withdrew sud- 
denlyv last week. 

\ll the elements of suspense 
and terror were retained, if not 
intensified, in the video produc- 
tion of the story of a timid woman 
deliberately being driven mad by 


her husband. A Scotland Yard in- 
spector, who never gave up an 


old murder case, suspects the hus- 
band of being the murderer and 
proves to the wife that he is try- 


Wynn’s . 
charade intro to this sequence, in-| 
‘role on Broadway, gave a master-| 





ing to drive her mad because he | 
fears she knows too much about 
his past. | 


| 
ful performance as the wife, first 


assailed by doubts as to her own) 
sanity and later as to her hus-| 


band’s implication in the crime. | 
Her attitudes of timidity, her) 
cowering and her’ ever-present 


fright were all convincing. And a 
final scene in which she pretends 
to her captured husband, who} 
pleads for her help in escaping, | 
that she is mad, was a fine simula- 
tion of hysteria. 

As the husband, Ferdi Hoffman 
was convincingly cold and cun- 
ning ‘he also did it on Broadway), 
and Ernest Cossart was shrewd 
but understanding as the inspec- 
tor. Elizabeth Eustis was suffi-| 
ciently saucy as a servant with 
whom the husband is flirting, and 
Elfreda Dedwent was excellent as 


an old and faithful servant. 
Franklin Schaffner’s direction 
was tight and maintained maxi- 


mum suspense. Lois Jacoby’s edit- 
ing of the Patrick Hamilton story 
was good. Al Ostander’s two sets 
were morbidly Victorian and mu- 
sic conducted by Ben Ludlow was 
highly effective in the background. 


' much. 


An original folk opera, penned 
by Ted Mabley and Otis Clements 
and titled “Box Supper,” made for 
a pleasant half-hour’s viewing on 
CBS-TV’s “Nash Airflyte Theatre” 
Thursday night (19). Neither the 
book nor the music seemed to have 
the stuff to make a lasting impres- 
sion, although there were one or 
two catchy tunes in the folksong 
genre. But with a standout cast 
and some fine staging by producer- 
director Mare Daniels, the. show 
emerged as good professional en- 
tertainment. 

Story, probably in the folk-opera 
tradition, was a simple yarn about 
the connivings between a couple of 
lads, one a Princeton man and the 
other the hometown boy, to bid for 
the box supper of the young and 
pretty school teacher at an _ old- 
fashioned church social. (‘Scene was 
laid in the early 1900's.) Marguerite 
Piazza, Metopera singer and fea- 
tured on “Your Show of Shows” 
on the rival NBC web, scored with 


her vocalizing as the schoolmarm 
and did okay with her thesping. 
David Brooks, although in fine 
voice, seemed a little too emo- 
tional as the country boy, with 
William Brower registering  bet- 
ter in the acting department as 
his competitor for Miss Piazza’s 
supper and company. Wallace 


House and Dorothy Petersen were 
good as the parents and Ellen 
Martin, featured dancer, turned 
in a fine job as the voung daughter. 

Sets were exceptionally good, 
particularly the outdoor scene with 
the sleigh being pulled through a 
light snowfall. William Gaxton, 
permanent program host, appar- 
ently has his earlier‘eamera fright 
conquered and did a good job on 
the show in introducing both the 
story and the commercials. 


“Beat the Clock,” a CBS video 
sustainer for time, is now 
bearing the colors of Svlvania Elec- 
tric as part of CBS’ Friday night 


Some 


lineup. Judging from the show 
caught (20), the Mark Goodson- 


Bill Todman package is still a fas¢ 
30 minutes of audience participa- 
tion stunts and gags. Some of the 
tricks which emcee Bud Collver 
puts his customers through are the 
kind that make the home viewers 
wince almost as must as the con- 
testants, but so long as people are 
willing to undergo that particular 
brand of tomfoolery for a chance 
to win prizes, there will probably 
be viewers to sit at home and 
watch. <And that’s what pays off 
for the bankrolier 

Collyer, as usual. demonstrated 
a glib, fast-paced patter last Fri- 
dav, keeping the contestants mov- 


ing through their paces in their 
race against the clock ticking off 
seconds on the wall before them. 


Each stunt is timed, with each pair 
of contestants getting a chance at 
three tricks. Prizes awarded were 


the usual gas ranges. coffee serv- 
ices. etc.. with the top one being 
a 19-inch Svlvania TV set. Dur- 


ing the show. Collyer got in the 
maximum off-the-cuff plugs for the 
sponsor’s products and announcer 
Bob Sheppard also made two 
straight pitches. On the final one. 
he dropped a line. causing an em- 
barrassing stage-wait until he 
picked up the prompt. 


CBS-TV's “Stork Club.” extended 
to 30 minutes five-times-a-week, has 
developed more ease and leisure- 
liness than when compressed to 135 


minutes. It’s still the top 
puss cavaleader, and 
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'Peine and Johnny Johnston, suc-| conjures up romantic pictures of 
Judith Evelyn, who played the! ceeding the Peter Lind Hayeses| her life, but the story of her rise 
(Mary Healy) do an okay job with to wealth and social position is 


the extended format. Somehow the | 


somewhat early ‘(7 p.m.) teeoff 


period militates against the nitery | 


aura, but in turn it must prove a 
good commercial for Sherman 


t 


Billingsley’s plush bistro as that’s | 
a sufficiently early hour to inspire | 


going-out and, by chain-reaction, 
why not the Stork? On a last week 
stint caught, Celeste Holm and 
Leonard Lyons had a nice easy 
session; Johnston interviewed fel- 
low-crooner Dick Haymes and his 
wife; Haymes trailerized four 
*“‘Madam” songs he had just disked 
for Decca; and both did “Peculiar,” 
throwing a nod to Bing Crosby. 


CBS-TV’s “Vaughn Monroe 
Show,” which gave every indica- 
tion on its preem stanza two weeks 
ago of being the best all-around 
musicale on TV, didn’t quite come 
up to that marker for the second 
in the_series last Tuesday night 
(17). While the production was 
just as fluid and the camera work 
just as excellently handled, the 
ideas were not as bright and the 
cast didn’t seem to sparkle as 
In addition, there was just 
a little too much of Monroe him- 
self. Compared with other TV 
programs of the same type, it was 
good, but it wasn’t what the initial- 
er gave promise of. 

Monroe, who appeared in only 
two or three numbers on _ the 
preem, almost pulled a Milton 
Berle last week. He demonstrated 
nice versatility with his range of 
numbers and executed a simple 
dance step acceptably, but even 


unfolded in vignettes that. reveal 
her as a first class vixen who twice 
commits murder. This unrelieved 
portrait of her crimes was the stuff 
of poor melodrama. 


_ However, Olive Deering turned 
in a good performance as the 


ambitious wench who stops at 
nothing to cross to the monied 
side of the tracks. Shepperd 


| Strudwick was also appealing as 


the collector obsessed with track- 
ing down the mystery gal. First 
two acts failed to convince, but the 
last (set in the present and with 


| Miss Deering murdering her hus- 


his most ardent fans are going to | 


tire of him rapidly if he continues 


to get too much of the spotlight. | 2 : 
B gee | current Broadway legiter in which 
ithe well-to-do 


Supporting talent 
including vocalist Shaye Cogan, 
dancers Kenny Davis and Olga 
Suarez, comedy singer Ziggy Tal- 
ent and Monroe’s Moon Maids and 
Moon Men. Fluid way the lenses 
were handled rates another nod 
for producer-director Don Appell 
and camera director Lela Swift. 
Jaccq Venza’s sets, while not as 
elaborate as on the preem show, 
were attractive, and the choreog- 
raphy by Peter Birch, both of the 
principals and the line, was neatly 
staged. Commercials for Camel 
ciggies were repeats of those used 
on other Camel video shows and 
so didn’t have as much impact. 
——e 

Jimmy Cannon, N. Y. Post war 
correspondent just returned from 
Korea, did an okay interview with 
Fave Emerson, who seemed too in- 
tent on not missing her Pepsi- 
Cola commercials on her thrice- 
weekly CBS-TV show. This some- 
how was ultra intrusive as Cannon 
recounted some of his warfront 
memories. He had a great line 
about how well “cast” the Marines 
are — “they either all look like 
Gregory Pecks or the oldsters look 
like Walter Brennans.” 


was fine again, 


“Abe Lincoln in Hlinois,” with 
Raymond Massey re-creating the 
title role he played in the original 
Broadway version, was given a 
forthright, persuasive performance 


by the Pulitzer Prize Playhouse 
last Friday (20) on ABC. Betty 
Field shared the billing with 


Massey, as Mary Told Lincoln. 
Robert Sherwood’s Pulitzer 
Prize-winner was __ particularly 
marked by the excellent perform- 
ance of Massey in this drama of 
ithe Great Emancipator from. his 
rail-splitting days, through | his 
formative political years up to his 
election as President. In between 
were seen his early romance with 
Ann Rutledge, her death, and the 


inspiration that followed in the 
wake of her death. His courting 


of Mary Todd and their subsequent 
marriage, plus the relentless ambi- 
tion of Mary, were importantly 
captured by the cameras, but the 
performance by Miss Field was 
sorely Jacking in depth and con- 
viction, 

A cast of generally fine perform- 
ers was directed sharply for pace 
and movement by Alex Segal. This 
was a particularly able job by the 
young director, and the production 
under supervision of Edgar Peter- 
son, was- impressive; the lighting 
especially sharp, and so was the 
camerawork. 


“Portrait in Smoke,” the Bill 
Ballinger novel which “Philco 
Television Playhouse” offered on 
NBC-TV Sunday (22), was a hokey 
opus, but nevertheless it held in- 
terest. Premise was tenuous, being 
the persistent search of a debt 
collector to pay off a $1,000 reward 


band in an attempt to pin the rap 
on Strudwick) was suspenseful and 
fast-paced, 


Supporting players were un- 
distinguished, although Vaughn 
Taylor was effective in a small 


part as the gir!'’s second spouse, 


Fact that comedy scores heavily 
when it has a strong satiric bite, 
as opposed to that brand of humor 
which skirts issues to avoid offense, 
was pointed up on CBS-TV’s 
“Toast of the Town” Sunday (22), 
Eddie Mayhoff, introduced by Ed 
Sullivan as “another sports celeb,” 
did a sock bit burlesquing the 
windy football coach spieling on 
the country’s need for greater in- 
dividual initiative. By contrast, Al 
Bernie’s more traditional approach 
with a “Sam Spade” takeoff in- 
cluded some stale material. 

Stanza had some strong guests 
in Peggy Lee and Flora Robson. 
Latter, together with a trio of 
casters also from “Black Chiffon,” 
did the dramatic scene from the 


matron announces 


‘she has been arrested for shop- 


to a girl who had saved him from | 


lifting. Excerpt registered effec- 
tively, with Miss Robson nicely 
supported by Richard Gale, Ray- 
mond Huntley and Patricia Mar- 
mont. Producers missed a bet, how- 
ever, in confining their ballyhoo to 
Miss Robson and not adequately 
playing up the other thespers. 

Miss Lee, accompanied on the 
guitar by husband Dave Barbour, 
nicely put over “La Vie en Rose.” 
Camera work and lighting on Miss 
Lee was topflight for vaudeo stage 
conditions. Also in the song de- 
partment, young Met opera bass 
Jerome Hines clicked with “Some 
Enchanted Evening’ and “Old 
Man River.” 

Johnny Lander did a _ novelty 
acro turn in which he played the 
violin and juggled while perched 
precariously atop -a ladder. Stint 
was somewhat overlong, but pleas- 
ed in the main. Mazone-Abbot 
dancers. a vet apache group, did 
a spectacular Parisian mayhem 
number which went overboard on 
the shrieks. 


Fred Allen, after fumbling badly 
on his initial television show four 
weeks ago on NBC's “Colgate 
Comedy Hour,” came back strong- 
ly Sunday night (22). While the 
comedian’s second attempt was 
spotty, it refiected much more the 
unique personality and ad_ lib 
talents that were his forte as one 
of radio’s top comics. With Port- 
land Hoffa, his wife and longtime 
radio partner, making her video 
debut on this one, Allen seemed 
more at ease, in contrast to his 
apparent nervousness on_ the 
preem. 

Comedian has abandoned most 
of the carryover from his radio 
program, which is all to the good. 
Weakest part of the show, in fact, 
was the single, short skit with 
Parker Fenneley in the “Titus 
Moody” character. While it had a 
couple of nifty throwaway lines, 
it was still radio and not TV and 
consequently slowed the pacing. 
Rest of the program stuck to the 
visual factors and, with Allen's 
scripting staff exploiting his own 
brand of comedy, it might not 
have been sock stuff but it was 
highly amusing viewing. 

Comedian again kidded video, 
with the payoff coming in a skit 
with Peter Donald cast as a small- 
time talent agent. Material formed 
a neat entree for the fine roust- 
about dancing of Anthony, Allyn 
and Hodges and the zany comedics 
of Mort and Art Havel. Ella Logan 
did a fair solo job on “Sunny Side 
of the Street,” coming back to 
team with Allen for the final big 
production number, a takeoff on 
“Brigadoon.” Miss Hoffa, for her 
part, wandered in and out of the 
show exchanging quips with the 


(Continued on page 36) 
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UNCLE MISTLETOE 
With Doris Larson, Johnny Coons, 

Warren Best 
producer: Stefan Hatos 
Pirector: Ed Skotch 
Writer: Ray Chan 
15 Mins.; Mon.-thru-Fri., 5:45 p.m. 
MARSHALL FIELD & CO. 
WENR-TV, Chicago 

(Foote, Cone & Belding) 

This kiddie-slanted puppet show, 

which was used by the Marshall 


Field department store for its 


SONGS BY CANDLELIGHT 
With Beryl Davis, Ray Rosch 
Producer-director: John Gaunt 
15 Mins., Wed., 10:30 p.m. 
SEES CANDY 
KNBH, Los Angeies 
(Ross, Gardner & White) 

Beryl Davis came out of a two- 
year vocal retirement last week tu 
take over the reins of a 15-minute 
weekly layout sponsored by Sees 
Candy. Opener was a bit unset- 
tled wut Miss Davis should work 





video debut a year ago, is back 


this season with a slight refurbish- | lens. 


ing. Although it faces consider- | 
able competition from close-by 
network puppet shows, this local | 


into the niche nicely, once she be-| Filmed from a theatre stage in| 
to the video | 


comes accustomed 





LIFE WITH LINKLETTER 
With Art Linkletter, guests; Jack 

Slattery, announcer 
30 Mins.; Fri., 7:30 p.m. 

MINN. VALLEY CANNING 
ABC-TV, from Hollywood 
(Leo Burnett) 

Art Linkletter, who’s been try- 
ing to prove on radio for a number 
of years now that “People Are 
Funny,” has brought his AM show 


virtually intact into television. 





Hollywood, the program has the 


Program is built on a foundation | affable emcee putting his studio 
of sentimental reminiscence with | guests through various forms of 
| question-and-answer games, inter- 


Miss Davis warbling ditties she 
feels will bring back memories and 


offering seems likely to be able to | contribute to a generally relaxing | 
hold its own with the yeounger set. | quarter-hour. Theme, though stock, | and with the aplomb with which he 


Neatly-produced strip has the ad-| should attract a steady audience! has become identified. 


views, ete., all done in good taste 


Show, as 


vantages of well-done sets, able | group that will pay off for sponsor.|a result, will probably snare an 


voice work by Johnny Coons, plus | 


plenty of animation from the sev- | “How 
eral characters handled by Warren | Every Little Star” and “Dream a_| ing. 
Doris Larson makes an at- | Little Dream of Me.” It may have | 


Best. 


found 
About 


Opener chirp 


You,” 


vocaling | acceptable rating, even though it’s 
“I’ve Told | designed more as a daytime offer- 


On the program caught 


tractive hostess, with only a slight | been opening night nerves or two |Linkletter proved that he doesn’t 


tendency 
gaiety. 

Story line used is in serial form 
with segment seen (19) dealing 
with the christening of. Uncle 
Mistletoe’s new ship. Pinhead was 
aided by three animal puppets, 
with a fourth filling the bad char- 
acter role. Tale was simple but 
moved at a good pace through the 
three sets used. 

Commercials and the opening and 
closing were done by Miss Larson. 
Discreet plugs followed the gen- 


eral good taste of the show. Also | gathering effective results. 


top quality were the lighting and 





camera work. Dave. 

CASH ’N’ CARRY 

With Randy Merriman, Lloyd 
Chapman, Doug  Gabrielson, 
Guests 


Producer-director: Dick Kepler 
30 Min.; Mon.-thru-Fri., 2:30 p.m. 
CAVALIER CIGARETS | 
KSTP-TV, Minneapolis | 
(William £sty) 
Cavalier’s first venture into the 
TV medium originates on the local 
level here in the Twin Cities and 
utilizes a smart audience partici- | 
pation show and a skilled per-| 
sonality, TV-wise, in Randy Merri- | 
man, who is emcee. This cross- 
the-board show demonstrates what 
a low budget airer can do for an 
account. 


Commercially the show is a good 
bet for unobstrusive but strong 
identification of the product. Em- 
cee Merriman works behind a/! 
Cavalier-identified podium. A real 
in-person Cavalier, complete with | 
accoutrements, introduces the! 
guests to the emcee. Between 
times the Cavalier pantomimes the | 
commercials with sound furnished 
by the national spots transcribed | 
by the agency. Each commercial | 
fits right into the setting of the 
show without the usual interrup- 
tion of the canned film. Transi- | 
tions here are especially smooth. | 


Entertainment-wise, the show 
paces well. It’s held together with | 
stunts which offer some at home| 
participation as well. Prizes are) 
as good as any network origina- 
tion. | 

Camera work on show caught | 
Was interesting and spontaneous 
reactions of the guests contributed 
to some good early afternoon tele- 
viewing. Cavalier should have 
something here for possible coast- 
to-coast coaxialing. Kamm. 


| 


THE MOST IMPORTANT PEOPLE 

With Jimmy and Rita Carroll, | 
guest 

Writer: Bob Smith 

15 Mins., Wed.-Fri.; 7:30 p.m. 

GERBER PRODUCTS 

DuMONT, from N. Y. 


(Federal) 
A tuneful 15-minute session, 
“The Most Important People” 


doesn’t necessarily need a televi- 
sion screen to get across to an 
audience. Program is_ relaxing | 
audio-wise, but there’s little that 
calls for eye attention. Offered | 
twice weekly, Wednesday and. 
Friday, show’s format has tenor | 
Jimmy Carroll giving out with | 
large doses of song material in 
nice fashion, Appearing with 
Carroll, who accompanies himself | 
at the keyboard, is his wife Rita, | 
who handles the commercials for | 
Gerber Baby Foods. Gal could put | 
a little more sincerity into her 
pitch. 

In addition to.the husband and | 
Wife team, a guest is spotlighted | 
on each show, On initialer Wednes- | 
day (18) it was Kyle MacDonnell. | 
Gal, who has her own show, “Hold | 
That Camera,” on DuMont Frigay | 
nights, delivered one tune, “The | 
Boy Next Door.” Gaset filled out | 
the show with a pleasant array of | 
numbers that included “Wonderful | 
World,” “Count Every Star,” “La 
Vie en Rose” and 
Watch Over Me.” 

Show's titie, in line with the 
sponsor’s product, refers to babys. 


Gros. {lensing were good. 


| register; no matter which, 


toward schoolmarmish | years of hibernation that brought | have to torture his guests or resort 


about Miss Davis’ fear of her upper |to slapstick stunts to provide fun 


up the ladder when warbling 
“Every Little . Star,” decided 
against going ‘any further and 
virtually spoke the high notes. Ray 


turned in a fine chore. 


* it waS|for both them and home viewers. 
| there. She took her voice half way | He started off, for example, by 


testing one woman's observation 
| powers, by getting her to describe 
| another woman she had just met. 
|'Then he took the mike into the 


Rosch, accompanying on the 88,| studio audience to discover how 
| husbands had first met their wives, | 

John Gaunt handled the produc- | and vice versa. 
tion and direction of the show for 
KNBH and did so masterfully. In-| For a topper, Linkletter brought 


| It was so much 
/corn, of course, but neatly done. 


timate setting was well designed | out five moppets and asked them 


and in keeping with 


moo:light 
mood of.the program. 


Free. 








CAN YOU TOP THIS? 
Senator Ford, 
Harry Hershfield 

Producer: Ford 

Director: Marshall Diskin 

30 Mins.; Tues., 9:30 p.m. 

MOGEN-DAVID WINE CORP. 

ABC-TV, from N. Y. 

(Weiss & Geller) 
“Can You Top This?,” longtime 
radio standby which has 


Peter 


er 4 


Sees | to tell the audience what they saw 
| Candy commercials, too, were nice-|in an abstract painting. Their an- 
ly brought in, being underplayed | swers made for good comedy. 


| His stunts, while they obviously 
‘had video in mind, might have 


| been concerned slightly more with | 


|'TVv'’s visual factor. Commercials, 


| With Ward Wilson, Joe Laurie, Jr.,| Plugging Green Giant peas and 
Donald, | Cr. 


were gagged up by Link- 
letter and announcer Jack Slattery, 
| but managed to project the prod- 
luct’s selling points. Stal. 





| BUFFALO BILLY SHOW 


“riterss Bob Clampett, Joan Gard- 
ner, Don Messick 
| Producer: Eric Jansen 


been | pirector: Richard Goode 


staged sporadically on television, 39 Mins.; Sun., 4 p.m 


during the last couple of years, 
now holding down the 9:30 to 10 
slot Tuesday nights on ABC-TV, 
under sponsorship of Mogen-David 
Wine. While it isn’t a simulcast, 
the format duplicates almost ex- 
actly that of the radio show. Asa 
result, discounting the added im- 
pact of watching the joke-tellers’ 
faces as they spin their yarns, the 
show has little to offer for TV 
viewers except the jokes. Some of 
oa at least on the show caught 
( 9 
even radio. 


Panel comprising Joe Laurie, Jr., 
Senator Ford, Peter Donald and 


| Harry Hershfield, of course, are all 
|w.k. joke-spinners and evidenced 


both their memories and their 
story-tel'ing proclivities. But Ford, 


rector Marshall Diskin, have done 
nothing to dress the show for video. 
Donald, who tosses out the original 
joke, which the others must try to 
top, was the only one even stand- 
ing. Others were crowded to- 
gether at a little table, which did 
nothing to help them deliver. 


j 


| 


is| FANNY FARMER CANDY SHOPS 


CBS-TV, from New York 
(J. Walter Thompson) 
“Buffalo Billy Show” is a clever 


(20), | 


| 
|THE ADVENTURES OF ELLERY 
QUEEN 
\(“The Case of the Bad Boy”) 
With Richard Hart, Florenz Ames, 
Hilda Vaughn, Helen Wagner, 
Elliott Sullivan, Martin Brandt, 
Lester Mack, Sandy Kennedy 
| Writers: H. R. Hays, Henry Gilfond 
| Producers: Norman & Irving Pincus 
Director: Donald Richardson 
30 Mins.; Thurs., 9 p.m. 
KAISER-FRAZER DEALERS 
WABD, N. Y. 
(William Weintraub) 
| Ellery Queen’s TV bow last 
Thursday (19) via WABD, N. Y. 
‘and the DuMont net was marked 
‘by good acting that overshadowed 
|an unpleasant, mediocre story. For 
i the series initialer, “The Case of 
ithe Bad Boy” emerged as a dis- 
iturbing psychological study of 
three characters, none of whom 
|excited audience sympathy. 
Aunt Sarah, a miserly rooming 
|house proprietor, coveted her sis- 
|ter’s ill-behaved 10-year-old son. 





| His widowed mother was a spine- | 


| less woman who chose neither to 
‘train her offspring correctly nor 
‘challenge the boy’s dominating 
jaunt. Into this strained atmos- 
|phere came Ellery Queen and his 
|inspector-father to probe an at- 
| tempt upon the aunt's life. 

In no time at all the writer- 
|amateur criminologist perceived 
| that the aunt earlier took some of 


i|her own arsenic by mistake and | 
traced her subsequent | 


| correctly 
| murder to a switch of dinner plates 
| deftly executed by the boy. If 
|the solution was obvious to the 
| sleuth, it was even more obvious 
ito viewers. 

| Richard Hart was suave and 
{thorough as Queen, while the 
| bumbling inspector was competent- 
‘ly portrayed by Florenz Ames. 
Thesping honors, however, were 
copped by Hilda Vaughn as the 
aunt, who reveled in exhibiting the 
symptoms of arsenic poisoning. 
Supporting cast was also good, as 
was Donald Richardson’s direction. 


| It’s fairly evident that the suc- 
cess of the EQ video version de- 





visual medium. Plugs for Kaiser- 
| Frazer cars were relatively in- 
nocuous, with most of the pitch 
conveyed via film. Gilb. 


|puppet airer built around a young | 
fade who treks west in a covered DICK TRACY 


| 
' 
| 
| 


| 
| 


fortune. Accompanying him on 
the daring safari are his Aunt Ima 


/wagon in search of adventure and | Producers: Dick Moore, Keith Kal- | Maggi 


mer 
30 Mins.; Mon., 8:30 p.m. 


‘Hag; an old Indian fighter, Pop | Sustaining 


pre-dated not only video but. 


' such 


Gunn; Blunderhead, the horse; 
Dilly, the armadillo, and sundry 
other imaginary characters. 
Inaugral program _ spotlighted 
eldeute as Blunderhead 
stealing a wagon wheel—much to 
Aunt Ima’s consternation, and a 


‘neat sequence where Aunty foiled 


,/who doubles as producer, and di- | 


|ing the strings. 


an Indian attack by halting the 
redskins with carpet tacks and 
syrup poured on the road. Techni- 
cally, the show is well done with 
no less than four puppeteers pull- 
Backgrounds and 


| general production values blend in 


well. 
Novel touch is the use of the 


| puppet characters to recite puffs 


Commercial plugs were accept- | 
able, with the panel helping out | 


the sponsor by sipping his prod- 
uct at their table. Stal 
BORDEN’S MUSIC BOWL 
With Danny O'Neil, Carolyn Gil- 
bert 
Producer: Herbert S. Laufman 
Director: Don Norton 
15 Mins.; Mon.-Wed.-Fri., 6 ».m. 
BORDEN CO. 
WBKB, Chicago 
(Young & Rubicam) 
Although this segment doesn’t 


Carolyn Gilbert. Since most of 
these low-budgeted local shows 
get by on personality rather than 


Laufman has made a wise choice 
in this friendly pair. 


for Fanny Farmer Candies, the 
bankroller. At first it seemed some- 
what incongruous to hear Aunty 
and Billy discoursing about their 
favorite chocolates while deep in 
Injun territory, but viewers later 
probably accepted the digression as 
a matter of course. Half-hour pro- 
gram is the brainchild of Bob 
Clampett, formerly writer and di- 


i rector of the animated ‘Bugs Bun- 


‘ny” film series. 
|juvenile audiences. 


| have much in the way of a format, | 
|it adds up to fairly entertaining 
' fare, thanks to Danny O’Neil and_ 


| 


‘ 
! 


‘fancy production, packager Herb. 


Device used on this show is a) 


musical quiz, 
writing in requests. Sponsor kicks 
in with a prize if neither O'Neil 
ditty. Duo gets the most out of 
O'Neil plenty of opportunities to 
unlimber his pleasing baritone. 
Miss Gilbert does the piano accom- 
paniment and comes in for a vocal 
assist. 


| 


| this well-worn switch, which gives | 


| 


| field, who screens more effectively | 


It’s good stuff for 
Gilb. 


VARIETY THEATRE 
With Leonard Young, Rita May- 
fieid; Howard Reig, announcer 
15 Mins.; Thurs., 7:30 p.m. 
ROTHBARD CO. 
WRGB-TV, Schenectady 
Goldman, Walter & Kanna) 
Longer rehearsal, smoother pro- 
duction and smarter camerawork 
would improve new program, if 


first two blocks are a criterion. It | 


revealed too much jerkiness and 


with the viewers! uncertainty. Neither Leonard 


Young, a baritone, nor Rita May- 
field, a soprano, seemed to register 


|nor Miss Gilbert can sing the! as well as they should. 


Young possesses a reasonably 
resonant voice and, in -flashes, an 
engaging personality. Miss May- 


|in closeups than in mediums, is a 


On show caught (19), team nicely | 


dueted “You Hit the Spot” and 
“Orange Colored Sky.” Miss Gil- 


bert was okay with a semi-dramatic | 
treatment of “Little Girl Blue.” | 


and showed a fast ad lib in her 
give-and-take with the genial 


“Someone TO emcee. 


Integrated plugs were given by 
O'Neil, who invested them with 
believable sincerity. Lightine and 

Dave. 


nice-looking, personable girl. 
Camera work at times tends to 
be abrupt and shifting. Drape back- 
ground eould be modified or elim- 
inated—it is not attractive. How- 
ard Reig is authoritative on com- 
mercials, of which there is a suf- 
fiency. He announced auditions 


' would be given to area residents 


‘ 


with singing, playing, dancing, 

acrobatic or other talent. Unnamed 

pianist strokes out of lens range. 
Jaco. 


| ABC-TV, from New Yor 

“Dick Tracy,” the Chester Gould 
comic strip, is being beamed in 
a video version by ABC-TV, which 
also airs “Lone Ranger,” 
Rogers” and other cartoon-inspired 
stanzas. 
appeal, although some adult Tracy 





venile adventures of the crime 


| fighter out of loyalty to the cartoon | 


| characters. 


| Stanza, like its printed proto- 
_type, tries to arouse interest out 
| of eccentric characters and pseudo- 
scientific crime plots. On show 
/caught Monday (23), yarn involved 
‘a counterfeiter named Mole (his 
hideout is tunneled), his kingsized 
jaide Mountain, an underworld 
| printer tagged Wheels, the shyster 
J. Blackstone Springem, a _ moll 
‘called Fluff, Murphy the cop, a 
|fun-making crook nicknamed Joker 
‘and Tracy’s side-kick, Sam Catch- 
em. Plot involved double- and 
'triple-crosses with Mole exclaim- 
| ing, afer Wheels stole the counter- 
\feiting plates, “That's what I get 
for trusting a crook!” 


Tracy fans may be disappointed 
{in that the dick was on only brief- 


\ly and that his profile doesn’t re- | 


|semble the cartoon counterpart’s. 
|By and large the attempts at 
|;comedy were weakly carried off. 
One scene, in which a _ horrible 


figure menaced Wheels, was over- | 
And | 


ly scary to young viewers. 
the fact that it proved to be Joker 
wearing a rubber monster mask 
didn’t lessen the momentary fears 
which it engendered. 

Vidpic was lensed in Samuel 
Goldwyn studios en the Coast and 


jis technically competent, although | 


No cast credits 
Bril. 


|using few sets. 
| were given. 





Davenport Preps Vidoix 

Hollywood, Oct. 24. 
| Ned Davenport, former 
television producer - director, is 
going into indie vidfilm produc- 
tion with a series of 52 15-minute 


| pix tagged “Romance of the Ages.” , 
Manly P. Hall, head of the Philo- | 


sophical Research Society, will be 
featured in the films. 

Series deals with little known 
stories about famous figures in 
history and _ legend. Initialer 
deals with the prophecies of Nos- 
| tradamus., 


TELEVISION REVIEWS 


pends upon what original Queen | 
story the adaptors choose for the | 


“Buck | 
Show is primarily of kid | 


aficionados may stick with the ju- | 


NBC. 
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|/TELLER OF TALES 
|(*The Creative Impulse’’) 
Wi‘h W. Somerset Maugham, Mil- 


Field, Chester: Stratton, Carmen 
| Matthews, Ben Malik, Bob 
Harris, Pamela Gordon, Maggi 
MeNellis 
Producer-director: Martin Ritt 
Writer: Felix Jackson 
30 Mins.; Wed., 9 p.m. 
BYMART 
CBS-TV, from New York 
(Cecil & Presbrey) 


' Video drama these days has 
jadmittedly gotten itself into a rut. 
“Teller of Tales,” the new series 
'of adaptations of W. Somerset 
|Maugham short stories (with the 
noted author making his TV debut 
as host-commentator), points up 
ithe routine treatment being given 
this kind of program. *t was 
above par for most half-hour for- 
‘matted teleplays, but in view of 
Maugham’s standing in the literary 
' field and success of the “Trio” and 
| Quartet” pix, it proved a dis- 
appointment. 

| Vehicle on the kickoff was “The 
| Creative Impulse,” a yarn about a 
pretentious literary femme _ sud- 
denly confronted with her milque- 
| toastish husband’s running off with 
‘their cook. The story includes 
isome excellent satiric jibes at the 
| belles lettres set preoccupied with 
|its private jokes, its sterile wor- 
ship of style and its insincere 
mutual backslapping. Most of this 
was caught by the TV dialog. But, 
unfortunately, the attention was 
all on the ear, and the visual 
aspect was largely neglected. The 
entire piece was one long series 
of talky conversations, and be- 
cause there was little sympathy 
'evoked for any of the characters, 
'except in the final moments, the 
tale’s impact was lessened. 

Mildred Natwick was believably 
cold and brittle as the self-inflated 
writer and offered a_ trenchant 
portrayal of the snobbish aesthete. 
Alan Bruce nicely underplayed the 
husband who gets fed up with 
arty small talk and makes off with 
the whodunit-reading servant. 
Other casters handled their parts 
well. 

The 76-year-old Maugham was 
on briefly, neatly introing the 
story and trailerizing the next. 
| However, he betrayed nervousness. 
Commercials were effective, par- 
ticularly the middle vidpic with 
June Havoc, but this was so long 
as to diminish its believahility. 
MeNellis announced the 
plugs, but her earlier memorized 
tlines were stiff. Bril. 





|IN SEARCH OF STARS 

| With Eugenio Carrisco, Geri Galian 
orch, guests 

Producer: Eugenio Carrisco 

| Director: John Goetz 

30 Mins., Mon., 7 p.m. 

| PARTICIPATING 

KLAC-TV, Los Angeles 

Angled at the Latin American 
groups in this area, “In Search of 
Stars” will mellow into good enter- 
tainment given a little time to iron 
out opening night kinks. Program 
could well develop into a nicely 
rated layout for all groups with the 
aid of a strong dual language 
(Spanish and English) emcee. 

Opener suffered badly on both 
sides of the camera. Emcee 
Eugenio Carrisco was ill at ease n 
his spot. He'll have to loosen up 
a great deal to bring the show to- 
gether and give it the impetus it 
needs .to keep it rolling smoothly. 
Carrisco opens up in Spanish and 
| translates to English. This pattern 

is followed throughout. Unfortu- 
nately the emcee doesn't have at 
' his command the lightness and 
strength to keep show moving and 
keep interest at a pitch. 

Geri Galian’s Latin-American 
orch proved a fine asset to the 
show with the added attraction of 
Galian’s 88ing on “Jungle Drums.” 
Talent was spotty with Fernando 
Rosa displaying a pleasing voice on 
' two numbers, the second, however, 
being disrupted unnecessarily by a 
Spanish dance routine. 

KLAC-TV staff men did a fine 
job in giving the progarm the nec- 
essary Spanish flavor through a 
well constructed and painted set. 
John Goetz camera direction, too, 
was good. Behind the cameras, 
though, the mike boom and light- 
ing men were having their troubles. 
Mike shadow was prevalent 
throughout except when it wasn't 
in its proper position. 

Sponsors, Azteca Films, Glasa, 
Mohme, Inc., and California Thea- 
tres brought in two two-minute 
trailers of films set to go into the 
California and Million Dollar thea- 
tres. These moved fast enough and 
displayed enough sultry femmes to 





arouse interest. Free. 
San Antonio—F rank Jeunne! has 

been named commercial manacer 

of KEYL replacing Sherrill Ed- 


wards who has resigned to become 
{a biz consultant. 


dred Natwick Alan Bunce, Sylvia 
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[ CBS Tint Audience Loss 


Continued from page 26 

















shows to its interconnected af- 
filiates on the same basis as any 
of its black-and-white programs. 
Affiliates, of course, will be able 
to air the shows in their coverage 


yet decided what programs to air | 
via color at the start, but is slant- 
ing its thinking towards doing a 
repeat of programs that are aired 
earlier that same day or a few days 


before the scheduled colorcasts. territories only if they have color- 
There’s a possibility, for example, | transmitting equipment. Web is 
that some of the talent appearing | thinking also of eventually kin- 
on Ed Sullivan’s “Toast of the! escoping in color. However, the 
Town” each Sunday night may be) film recording camera must be 


modified and the stations will need 
new film chains, 


held over a few hours to repeat 
their stints for the color cameras 
after the black-and-white transmit- 


>|/ contending for the nod. 








ter shutters for the evening. 
Whether Lincoln-Mercury, which 
bankrolls Sullivan’s show, would 


TVA | 








want to come in on the colorcasts }} 





; Continued from page 27 


hasn't been determined. 

When it gets sufficient color, meetings are expected to take 
equipment, CBS will expand its. similar action. 
color programming to the point Meanwhile, the network reps 
where it may dc an hour-long dra-| are working on new _ proposals 
matic show, such as “Studio One.” | which are expected to raise the 


Costs of such a venture would not | 
be prohibitive, it’s pointed out, 
since the sets, costumes and other 
production accoutrements would 
already have been used for the 
black-and-white version and could 
be reemployed for color. In addi- 
tion, the cast would already be 
up on its lines, so that the show 
would require a minimum of extra 
rehearsal. 

CBS plans to feed its color! sh 


ante when talks resume next week. 
| Their current offers, to which 


would give actors on sustainers 
half of the commercial rates. Webs 
have not yet upped their offer of 
$40 for a solo variety act, $60 for 


, foursome and $120 for a group of 
five. 

TVA is negotiating only for live 
ows and kinescopes. Jurisdic- 


TVA is voicing strong objections, ! 


a duo, $80 for a trio, $100 for a| 


‘tion on filmed video, whether 
‘lensed by the nets or by film pro- 
ducers, is up before the National 
| Labor Relations Board with the 
'Sereen Actors Guild and he 

a 
strike hits the tele webs, AM 
might also be affected if members 
|of the American Federation of Ra- 
dio Artists (one of the unions in 
TVA) refuse to cross picket lines. 





TVA Gets NLRB Delay 
Hollywood, Oct. 24. 

Television Authority obtained 
20-day delay on start of National | 
Labor Relations Board hearings 
into Screen Actors Guild’s peti- 
tion for certification as TV bargain- 
ing representative for film play- 
ers. 

Delay was granted on plea by 
TVA that certain key witnesses 
would not be available until Nov. 
13, new date for start of hearings. 








Detroit’s TV Bowlers 
Detroit, Oct. 24. 
A new bowling show titled 
“Bowling and How,” was pur- 
chased by Bill Daniels, Detroit car | 
dealer, for presentation  over| 
WXYZ-TV. 
Show will feature Dick Peters, | 
bowling editor of the Detroit Free | 
Press, in weekly quarter hour of | 
bowling news, interviews and a| 
bowling instruction film. 





| position 


| were 


LABOR LOSES IN COHEN 
MINNEAPOLIS BOWOUT 


Minneapolis, Oct. 24. 
Labor’s plen for a radio voice 
dimmed here with the resignation 
of Gerald S. Cohen, general man- 
ager of the United Broadcasting 
Assn. Cohen, in his letter of resig- 
nation, said he felt that interest in 
the idea was lagging and that he 
had “found a growing block of op- 
from individuals 
about my invasion of 
ranks than they 
purpose of the 


concerned 
labor’s sacred 
about the 
project itself.” 


His decision to quit was submit- | 


ted to the board of the United 
Broadcasting Assn., composed of 
representatives from the AFL, CIO 
and International Assn. of Machi- 
nists. The group’s directors de- 
cided at a recent meeting that no 
successor will be named until the 
association raises more operating 


funds. Backers for the station were | 
| mostly CIO unions in the state. 





San Antonio—A new program, 
“Invitation to Thinking,” will make 
it debut here on KEYL, to be tele- 
cast each Wednesday evening. 
Telecast, in form of a forum show, 
is being presented in cooperation 
with the San Antonio Library. 
Moderator will be Ben Walker, 
professor at Our Lady of the Lake 
College. 


more | 


WFIL’s Teachers Manual 
Service to Educators 
On In-School Listening 


Philadelphia, Oct. 24. 
As a service to educators, WFII, 
/has distributed 10,000 copies of its 


‘unique teachers manual to schools 
| throughout the Philadelphia area 





for use in connection with its 
“Studio Schoolhouse” programs 
sponsored jointly by the station 


and RCA Victor. 

Copies sent to the teachers ac- 
quaint them with the content of 
“Studio” programs for in-school 
listening throughout 1950-51 term. 
Additional distribution of the man- 
uals has been made upon request 
to teachers in 40 States and Cana- 
da, to be used as models for their 
school districts. The eighth an- 
nual edition is 160 pages and cov- 
ers WFIL-TV in school programs 
as well as the radio series. 


Programs are designed to enter- 
|tain elementary grade children 
| while teaching current events, mu- 
| sic appreciation, good citizenship, 
|}ete. The TV programs cover civics, 
science and other subjects. ‘“Stu- 
dio Schoolhouse” programs are 
| prepared by members of the Phila- 
|delphia Board of Education’s radio 
|ecommittee. RCA Victor omits com- 
|mercials, using only identifying 
| mentions at opening and close. 


} 


} 
































CHARLIE McCARTHY a MORTIMER SNERD 
IN SWEDEN’ 


A comedy featurette filmed in Sweden 





Produced by EDGAR BERGEN 


Directed by Larry Lansburgh 
Released by Warner Brothers 


Print by Technicolor 


Edgar Bergen Show for Coca-Cola 


on radio every Sunday . . . CBS 


On Television ... Thanksgiving Day 
For Coca-Cola . . . CBS-TV 





Damm 


Continued from page 23 











the usual controversial spark was 
attributed to Damm’s absence. 





Badger State In An Uproar 

| Chicago, Oct. 24. 

| Sudden ruling by Wisconsin at- 
torney general Thomas Fairchild 
| last week that six radio and tele- 
vision quiz shows violated the 
state’s anti-lottery law has thrown 
the Badger state radio and teevee 
circles into an uproar. ABC’s “Stop 
the Music,” carried on five Wis- 
consin radio stations, and the tele- 
version beamed on WTMJ, Mil- 
waukee, were the only network 
shows listed as illegal. Since these 
two shows originate out of the 
state, Wisconsin authorities are 
powerless to halt it, and “Stop the 
Music’ can be carried legally on 
Wisconsin stations so long as no 
state residents participate. 

Hard hit by the ruling was 

“Tello-Test,” radio quiz program 
| syndicated on 12 Wisconsin sta- 
tions by Radio Features, Chi pack- 
age firm. RF, in conjunction with 
client station WISC, Madison, filed 
| for a 30-day injunction to forestall 
| enforcement of the ruling. 
Walter Damm, manager of WTMJ 
i} and WTMJ-TV, said he _ has 
' dropped ABC’s “Stop the Music” 
| until the matter is cleared up. 
| Station also dropped locally-orig- 
| inated radio quizzer. 








Bootleg Station 


Continued from page 26 








for operation of an illegal TV sta- 
tion is two year’s imprisonment 
or $10,000 fine or both for each 
count On which conviction is ob- 
tained. 

The Emporium station, accord- 
ing to the Commission, had been 
| operating’ since Sept. 1, rebroad- 
| casting on Channel 7 programs 
received by means of a 90-foot 
tower from WJAC-TV in Johns- 
town, Pa., which operates on 
| Channel 13. Emporium is nearly 
| 100 miles northeast of Johnstown, 
| which is near Pittsburgh. 

Robert Merkle, a Sylvania offi- 
_ cial, told Commission representa- 
| tives he constructed the station on 
| order from his superiors, who had 
_ been told that such an operation 
| required FCC sanction. He said 
| authority had not been sought be- 
| cause they knew it could not be 
| given during the TV freeze. He 
Said Sylvania plant officials felt 
| they needed the operation. 

It’s understood that at least 50 
|TV sets have been installed in 
_ Emporium since the satellite sta- 
tion began operations. Because of 
| the rugged terrain separating the 
| area from licensed stations, tele- 
vision reception is said to be un- 
avaifable to Emporium. But news 
| Of the “bootleg” transmitter soon 
got around and TV aerials began 
, to appear. 





Regina, Sask. — Don Dawson has 
been named president of the 
, Regina junior chamber of com- 














merce. He’s production manager 





\of CKCK here. 
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KNX leads in nearly twice as many quarter-hours 
as all the other Los Angeles network stations combined! 
KNX . . . 325 quarter-hour wins. 
Station B . . 141 quarter-hour wins. 
3 ° StationC . . 19 quarter-hour wins. 
S OL OY S [4 e Station D . . 7 quarter-hour wins. 
‘ KNX is consistently tops in the Top Ten! 
KNX has 8 of the Top Ten evening shows, 
O Y — 10 of the Top Ten daytime shows. 
— 9 of the Top Ten Saturday and 
Sunday daytime shows! 
KNX broadcasts the highest-rated local or regional...» 
: MUSICAL SHOW 
Hollywood Music Hall 
NEWSCAST 
The Frank Goss News 
J NEWS ANALYSIS 
Chet Huntley 
SPORTSCAST 
Tom Harmon Sports Review 
MYSTERY SHOW 
The Whistler 
PARTICIPATING SHOW 
Housewives’ Protective League 
LOS ANGELE ; , 
K nm X —— By any measurement...wins, Top Ten or categories. ... 
50,000 WAITS KNX is the leader in Los Angeles. 
- aa Smart sponsors are backing the winner: KNX, the 
ee ee People’s Choice for choice listening in Los Angeles! j 
Represented by ‘ian all, ] 
RADIO SALES, 
Radio and 


Television Stations 
Representative... CBS 


aN 
NEWS 
ANALYSIS 




















ONDA a 





Source: Los Angeles Pulse ~July-August, 1950; total week. 
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Tele Chatter 





* New York 


Collier's to profile Sid Caesar | 


Nov. 11 and current Look mag 


|has opened a N. Y. office . 


has five pages on NBC-TV’s “Your | 


Show of Shows.” . Indie pro- 
ducer Addison Smith has acquired 
radio-teevee rights to True mag. 
Plan is to dramatize weekly a male- 
slanted yarn. William Morris agen- 
Roye Dodge, 


cy is handling 
dance director for “Jack Carter 
Show,” is packaging routines, cos- 
tumes and music for kid terp 
schools 

N. Y. Daily News’ WPIX has 
upped Bob Busch from associate 
director to full director and has 
named Dick Lukin an associate. 
CBS’ “Sure As Fate” has bought 


video rights to Bart Spicer’s novel, 
“Blues for the Prince,’ through 
Maxwell Aley Associates ... Ed- 
ward J. Montagne, film director 
who megged Ed Gardner’s ‘The 
Man with My Face” last summer 
in Puerto Rico, joined the William 
Esty agency as a TV producer 

Videodex, indie TV rating service 
formerly operating out of Chicago 


Canadian Fur Corp., for its initial | 
entry into video, has signed to 
bankroll a feature film Tuesdays 
on WATV and for spots in the Ted 
Steele afternoon show on WPIX 


|, . . Phil Hamburger, TV critic for 


Yorker mag, elected to 
the board of the Peabody Radio 
and TV Awards Ritz Furs 
signed for a participation spot on 
WOR-TV’s “Luncheon at Sardi’s” 

Jack Barry to be cited by the 
Women’s International Exposition 
Nov. 6.for his “Life Begins at 80” 


the New 


show ... Ira H. Knaster, who com- 
pletes a six-month assignment Oct 
31 as TV specialist for the Com- 
munity Chests’ pub relations de- 
partment, scouting the field for 
new connections... Evelyn Knight 
guesting on CBS-TV’s “This Is 
Show Business” Sunday (29) ‘ 
Dick Brown, Jubilee Records vo- 
calist, set to guest on Roberta 


Quinlan’s ““Mohawk Showroom” via 


NBC Nov. 1 . WPIX now tele- 
vising professional wrestling Sat- 
urday nights from the Bayonne 
Naval Base, N “For You 











330,000 
TV SETS 


Now in 


DETROIT 


And the most-tuned-to of the 

3 stations in the multi-billion dollar 
Detroit market is WWJ-TYV, 
Michigan’s first television station 
... now in its fourth year of iun- 
disputed leadership in pioneering, 
programming, public service 

and pulling power 


WWJ-TV not only gives your 
product story the effectiveness of 
visual selling; it also lends to your 
product community acceptance 
which no other TV station in this 
market can approach. 


To sell Detroit, you need WWJ-TV 
It is the dominant television 

voice in a market that is the out- 
standing sales opportunity in 

ihe nation! 











WW -tVv 


NBC Television Network 
FIRST IN MICHIGAN « Owned and Operated by THE DETROIT NEWS 


Milady,” reviewed in VaRIety last 
week, is aired by WTOP-TV, Wash- 
ington, not WOIC, as erratumed. 


Hollywood 


Pinky Lee vacationing after can- 
cellation of his show for RCA- 
Victor distrib Leo J. Meyberg fol- 
lowing the 39th beaming. Meyberg 
couldn’t pick up the tab for the 
extra $1,000 added to the usual 
$2,000 budget for the layout... 
Betsy Mills inked by KTLA for a 
permanent spot on the Ina Ray 
Hutton show . Arthur Murray 
Dance Studios starts a 60-minute 
weekly layout on KECA-TV today 


25) ‘ Ray Anthony lensing a 
series of video trailers for the 
March of Dimes campaign 

Richard DeMille ankled his spot 
as a KTLA director... San Fran- 
cisco Opera Co., which holds her 
contract, nixed KTLA’s bid to tele- 
vise Kirsten Flagstad’s concert at 


Hills High School Audi- 
Ralph Tuchman joined 
the Walter McCreery agency as 
Coast radio-video rep. **Ad- 
ventures in Food,” featuring Grace 
Lawson, is the new opening pro- 


Beverly 
torilum... 


gram on KECA-TV, which has 
added 45 minutes daily to _ its 
schedule Wynn Oil Co. will 


pick up the tab for a solid 52 weeks 
on “Telenews Weekly Newsreel,” 
Mondays on KECA-TV. 

Eyman Goldsmith will be the 
home expert in Magna Engineering 
Co.’s 15-minute home _ workshop 
show which bows Nov. 2 on KTTV. 

.. Earle C. Anthony upped KFI- 
TV's station rates by 50° with no 
advance notice. New rate is $750 
for one hour of class ‘“‘A”’ time, 
bringing the indie in line with 
other local outlets. Present ad- 
vertisers are protected for six 
months ... Hal Roach’s series of 
Stu Irwin-June Collyer’ telepix 
bowed on KECA-TV Mark 
Fredericks off on an eastern selling 
a P. K. Palmer and Ham 
Fisher formed a production com- 
pany to handle radio, television 
and film rights to Fisher's “Joe 
Palooka”’ comic strip. Film deal 
with Monogram remains in effect 
. Snader Telescriptions inked 
Mitzi Green to do five three-min- 
ute briefies ... Revue Productions 
turned out four more _ half-hour 
television films with Sherman 
Harris producing. Axel Gruenberg 


directed two and Richard Irving 
megged the other pair... Series of 
half-hour telepix originally made 


by Grant-Realm for Lucky Strike 
and now handled by Ziv, will be 
bankrolled on KECA - TV by 
Durkee Famous Foods . Paul 
Phillips ankled Jerry Fairbanks 
Productions to become sales man- 
ager of Ray Patin Productions. 


Chicago 
Bill Balaban, WBKB remote di- 





rector and son of John Balaban, 
Bi laban & Katz prexy, inducted 
into the Armed Forces. Phil Rus- 


“Sit or Miss,’ featuring George 
Sotos and Kay Westfall, winds up 
its sustaining ride on ABC-TV after 
next Sunday’s (29) show... Ad- 
miral prez Ross D. Siragusa re- 
ports that sales and earnings for 
the last quarter were the highest 
in company’s history ... ABC-TV 
program director Sandy Stronach 
here last week for a squint at Chi 
ABC tele operations . . ferry 
Sperling joins the WBKB svyorts 
staff. He spent the past season 
covering the Cleveland indians 
games with Jimmy Dudley over 
WERE, Cleveland ... Besides his 
Chi TV and AM chores, singer 
Bill Snary is doing a Tuesday night 
half-hour show on WTMJ-TV, Mil- 
waukee .. . Forrest Lewis has re- 
placed Ray Suber as “Mr. Mack” 
on ABC-TV’s “Sandy Strong”... 
Jules Herbuveaux, Chi NBC-TV 
topper, attended NBC’s White Sul- 
phur Springs confab. 

John Pavis moves up from cam- 
era crew to sales promotion post 













National Representatives: 
THE GEORGE P. HOLLINGBERY COMPANY 
ASSOCIATE AM-FM STATION WWJ 











at WBKB ... Film star Pat Mori- 
| son set to guest on ABC-TV’s “Don 


| McNeill’s TV Club” next week (1) 


. . . Gene Poteet, formerly with 
WOW-TV, Omaha, has joined NBC- 
'TV’s engineering staff here . . 

| Puppeteer Helen Cirkle this week 
launched a five-minute strip on 
| WBKB. Arv Miller will illustrate 
|the show .. . Tele packager Bon 
Cole skedded to wed Jeannine 
| Shurtleff in St. Louis Nov. 26... 
Patricia Steven Modeling Agency, 
through Arthur Meyerhoff, picks 
up WENR-TV’s Saturday night fea- 
ture films this week. 





| and 


kin takes over remote chores ... | 





Careful on Cupid 


Hollywood, Oct. 24. 

Televiewers who disagree 
with the lovelorn lore to be 
dished out on “Hearts and 
Flowers Advice, Inc.,” over 
KECA-TV starting Monday 
(30), had better forget about 
making any personal beefs to 
the purveyor of pointers on 
passion politesse. 

He’s Baron Leone—one of 





the top wrestling attractions 
locally. 








Chi Newspapers Seeing 
Sharp. Threat in Video 
Daytime Programming 


24 
major 


Chicago, Oct. 
Chicago’s 
department stores into video, 
which is gaining speed here this 
fall, is giving rise to much opti- 
mism. as to the economic future of 
local daytime programming. At the 
same time, it’s causing no little 
concern in the business offices of 
Chi’s four daily newspapers. 

The along State street, 
considered the world’s’ greatest 
concentration of retail outlets, 
have through the years been the 
dailies’ main source of advertis- 
ing coin. Radio has never been 
a serious contender for the re- 
tailers’ ad dollar, but in a rela- 
tively short span of time tele has 
emerged as a strong competitor. 

What particularily alarms the 
space peddlers is the trend toward 
using video as a direct in-the-home 
selling method. Department stores 
use of radio had been chiefly in- 
stitutional advertising, and as such 
was generally supplementary to 
black-and-white ads. But the think- 
ing now is that anything as ex- 
pensive and effective as teevee 
can’t be considered merely supple- 
mentary to newspaper usage, but 
an out-and-out competitor, 


The entry of 


stores 


Situation poses some problems 
for newspaper-owned tele outlets 
such as WGN-TV, which is part 


of the Chi Tribune empire. 

The new season finds four major 
State street stores spending heavy 
coin in video, compared to tenta- 
tive “trial runs of a year ago. New- 
est entry is Carson, Pirie, Scott, | 
which will launch a half-hour daily 
strip on WNBQ next Monday (30). 
Backbone of WBKB’s daytime com- 
mercial log is the hour-long, cross- 
the-board remote from Goldblatts 
the daily 30 minute “Tele 
Shopper” bankrolled by the Fair | 
Store. The Fair also sponsors a| 
weekly half-hour, teenage | 
on WGN-TV. 


show 


Pix Total 25%, 0f 


Coast Tele Time 


Hollywood, Oct, 24. 
Recent increases by KTLA and 
KLAC-TV in film programming 
have pushed the overall total of 
motion picture usage on local tele- 


‘vision stations to mfore than 25¢; 
| of the total programming time. 


KTLA, which has just added a 


| full daytime pie schedule on Sat- 
| urday, 


now is beaming 24 hours 
and 45 minutes of film weekly. 
Station is on the air 5014 hours. 
KLAC-TV, which until three weeks 
ago was beaming pix only during 
11 of its 105 hours on the air each 
week, now is screening films for 
a total of 2542 hours. Among the 
other stations, KTTV uses pix 2014 


| hours out of 78; KECA-TV, 18 out of 


6212; and KNBH KTSL and KFI- 
TV trail with 14, 13 and nine hours 
respectively out of schedules of 
37, 35 and 78 hours weekly. 





f NBC ‘Spectacular’ | 


| 
Continued from page 27 — 








ment.” Weaver put considerable 
stress on the need to “exercise an 
attitude of humility and a sense of 
mission in dealing with television,” 
asserting that NBC’s blueprint 
calls for the development of TV 
“as a medium of real mass interest 
far outdistancing any other known 
medium.” 

What Weaver and NBC have in 
mind, however was left to con- 
jecture, the web’s TV boss leaving 
the affiliates in the dark in failing 
to get down to “public service” 
specifics. 
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SULPHA 8 

B. C. REMEDY 

BLONDEX 

BORDEN’S INSTANT COFFEE 
pR. CALDWELL 

CARTER’S LIVER PILLS 


WJBK-AM<TV-DE 


NATIONAL SALES HEADQUARTERS 







We're proud of the successful 
company we keep on WJBK 


Follow these leaders and boost your sales! 







COLGATE DEN{AL CREAM 
PALMOLIVE SOAP 
FEENAMINT 

HILL’S CASCARA QUININE 
KOLYNOS TOOTHPASTE 
METRO GOLDWYN MAYER 


















WJBK-TV, a CBS 
and Dumont affiliate 
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488 MADISON AVENUE 


NEW YORK 22, ELDORADO 53-2455 
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Thanks to Harry Cohn, president, Nate Spingold, vice-president 


Tha n eS to for finding the medium and the answer on - 2 Abie 
7a P P “MOVIES ARE BETTER THAN EVER” 
Columbia Pictures 


a 
by using television, the greatest selling medium ever known 


for a pio n eeri n 9 All 7 Los Angeles Television Stations 


Step forward aniieal 
KLAC-TV 


KECA-TV  ~—sOiKTTV 








14 — ctu sing will be 
-page report by Audience Research Inc., Dr. George Gallup, Director, - uelevisign ase mits 
, “Born Ye that ele 
Cohn $3} aile rt 
ee ee e ; -% zo ra erday- 
proves the impact of the Los Angeles television advertising campaign _ J makin \oBorn yee ers on ’ 
& a There have beet 2 duced i 
| oS Ther ives 
* ive.” _ TM Oceat ie and release 
for ‘711 Ocean Drive. “by Frank Sal wer 
‘ > py Colum tral t 
: " Ir ol mbia ? ne ‘he 
of coral vi es gividual 
‘ bd e . ee . why Be ; stan 
“Columbia Pictures Corporation initiated an experiment mcture’ c 
in the Los Angeles area to determine the effectiveness - (\ X : bi 
of television as an advertising medium. The facilities é | : Ne 








of the seven television stations in Los Angeles were used 
to advertise the picture 711 OCEAN DRIVE one 
week before its opening and during its opening week.” 
Q: “What in particular prompted you to come to see 711 OCEAN DRIVE?” 
24% of those interviewed gave the credit exclusively 
to television. 
Q: “Do you recall where you heard or read about 711 OCEAN DRIVE?” 
44% of those from homes with television sets volunteered 
they had heard about 711 OCEAN DRIVE on television. 


76% when asked said they had heard about the picture 
on television. 


“Again it is shown that the 71] OCEAN DRIVE audiences 


contained more infrequent movie-goers than did audiences during 











the three weeks preceding its engagement.” 


> “TELEVISION ADDED 25% T0 ATTENDANCE” 





the best buy in Los Augetes, «2 TELEVISION! 
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RADIO REVIEWS 








CHICAGO THEATRE OF THE 
AIR 

With . Nancy Carr, Thomas L. 
Thomas, Grace Hoffman, Marion 


Claire, Everett Clarke, John 
Barclay, Col. Robert R. Mc- 
Cormick 


Producer: Marion Claire 
Director-writer: Jack LaFandre 
60 Mins. Sat., 9 p.m. (CST) 
Sustaining 
MUTUAL, from Chicago 

Mutual’s top musical hour starts 
its llth season with the same top 
treatment that has made it a Sat- 


urday evening listening favorite 
for the average American family 
for the past decade. Their is no 
stinting on production, which is 
a personal project of Col. Robert 
R. McCormick, editor and pub- 


lisher of the Chicago Tribune, and 


this year seems more ambitious 
than those in the past. Besides 
the familar operas and operettas, 


the schedule calls for 
known works. 
When and 


four lesser 


if 


television comes 
to the Mutual web this program 
idea of using duo sets of actors 
and singers for the same role 
should be a natural. With the 
actors, who have been permanent 
cast members for several years, 


Singing dubbing should be an easy 
matter. 


Opener, “Vagabond King” 


by 


| 
| Rudolph Frim! has been lyrically | N 
| adapted, with cuts not detracting | 


sical direction and the chorus; 
|under the supervision of Bob) Director: J. 
Trendler. 


from the musical values, by Jack! With Sydney 


LaFandre. Score of tke old fa-| 
vorites have been untoliched and | 
enchanced by Henry Weber's mu- 


Nancy Carr as the Lady Kather- 
ine, Thomas L. Thomas as the 
poet Francis Villion, and Grace 


Hoffman, as the hapless miss, who! 


loves the vagabond, sparked the 
tale of the love story of the noble 
lady and the king of Paris bistros, 
who unite to save France. “Sons 
of Toil and Danger” got a rousing 


rendition from Thomas L. Thomas 
and the chorus. In the speaking 
roles, Marion Claire, Everett 


Clarke, and John Barclay carried 


off the honors 

Col. McCormick usual midway 
talks on historical subjects have 
been switched to the forepart of 


the musical stanza with the initial 





sveech on the evolution of the 
airplane. Zabe. 
Washington — Barnee Breeskin 


and the Barnee-Lowe Shoreham 
hotel orchestra has recorded four 


15-minute programs for the U. S. 
Savings Bonds division of the 
Treasury Dept 








says fhank you 


and 
transcriptions. 


Records 
gratitude to you all. 


WENDELL ADAMS 
MARTIN ANDREWS 
FRANCIS BARTON, JR. 
CHARLIE BASCH 

DON BECKER 

BARRY BERNARD 
WILLIAM R. BROWN, JR. 
FIELDER COOK 
WYLLIS COOPER 

HAL CRANTON 
CARLO DeANGELO 
JOHN DIETZ 

EDWARD DOWNES 
TED ESHBAUGH 
HARRY S. GOODMAN 
CHARLES HARRELL 
MARK HAWLEY 

CAL HOWARD 
HARRY JUNKIN 
CLYDE KITTEL 


and SPECIAL THANKS to: 


PAT ALLEN 

PAT BARTELS 

MARTIN BEGLEY 

RITA CAHILL 

MORT CORWIN 
MARION DOUGHERTY 
DORIS GRAVERT 
HELEN HEDEMAN 
JOHN KANDEL 


disc narrations. 





MERRILL E. JOELS 


for a HAPPY ANNIVERSARY 
To all the follawing who 
made possible another ex- 
citing year in Network Ra- 
dio and Television, Movies, 
commercial | 
My sincerest ; 


and BASCH RADIO PRODUCTIONS for 75 weeks on 
BONAFIDE MILLS "VERSATILE VARIETIES,” COLUMBIA 
RECORDS for Narrating “FRANK BUCK’S ‘TIGER’ AL- 
BUM," ‘CARAVAN and ADAM RECORDS for many kiddie 


oo 





HECKY KRASNOW 
RAYMOND LEICHT 
RICHARD LEWIS 
MARX LOEB 

KEN MacGREGOR 
TOM MADIGAN 


WILLIAM MARSHALL 
ALAN NEUMAN 
ROBERT NOVAK 
FRANK PAPP 
FRANK J. PAYNE 
HOWARD PHILLIPS 
DOUGLAS RODGERS 
FRANCES SCOTT 
FLETCHER SMITH 
JACK TYLER 

TOM VIETOR 

BILL WARWICK 
GEORGE WEIST 


WILLIAM KAUFMAN 
AL OCHS 

JOSEPH QUINN 
SELMA RICH 

JERRY ROBINSON 
HARRY RUDDER 
ELEANOR TARSHIS 
CLAIRE TRAYNOR 
ERLENE WALLACE 


Greenstreet, Wally 
Maher, Jean Bates, Howard Mc- 


! 
} 


EW ADVENTURES OF NERO CELEBRITY TIME 
WOLFE 


Wednesday, October 23, 1950 





| CHARITY BEGINS AT HOME 


ith Herman Halpern, Glen Wal-| With Father John J. McCarthy, 


rath, Morey 


Small, 
Hewitt, others 


| lo, Jerb Vigran, Larry Dobkin; | 400 CASINO 


Don Stanley, announcer 
Donald Wilson 
| Producers: Wilson, Virgil Reimer 
{30 Mins.; Fri., 8:30 p.m. 
| Sustaining 
NBC, from Hollywood 
| This show, packaged by Fadiman 
Associates, is a conventionally 
‘competent mystery session. With 
film actor Sydney Greenstreet 
playing that shrewd, sedentary 
sleuth, Nero Wolfe, this series, at 
least, has a polished actor and 
distinctive personality in the cen- 
tral role. The scripting, however, 
is cut from a pattern that’s already 
been torn to a tatter on the air- 
lanes. Mystery addicts will be 
neither surprised nor disappointed. 
Yarn on the opening stanza (20) 
twisted through a labyrinth of 
complications without generating 
much excitement. Although Wolfe 
is reputed to do all his deducing 
'from an armchair, he’s convenient- 
ly equipped with an aide, Wally 
Maher, who makes all the first- 
hand observations. On the preem, 
Wolfe cracked open the solution 
of a murder perpetrated by some 


confidence men on a dupe who 
bought a map of a buried treas- 
ure. The dupe, of course, had a 


beautiful daughter who persuaded 
the reluctant Wolfe to take the 
case. Everything else was just as 
pat. Herm 


OOO 4464666644644 646546 + * 


f Radio Follow-Up i 


ae A Ae nn tp nt Op in 


Slapsie Maxie Rosenbloom and 
Ivan Annenberg, circulation direc- 
tor of the N. Y. Daily News, were 
a strange brace of guests, in that 
sequence, on the Barry Gray show 
(WMCA, N. Y.) Sunday post-mid- 
night. The fighter’s pug stories are 
great stuif and would make a great 
book if his unique raconteuring 
style could be captured on paper; 
anybody knowing or hearing him 
will concede that’s no mean task. 
In addition he has an innate sense 
of excellent humor. Annenberg, 
as one of the “big five’’ comprising 
the News’ management group, got 
onto some great newspaperman 
stuff. and skillfully handled him- 
self when Gray, unwittingly, got 
into newspaper polities, guild prob- 
lems, ete Incidentally, Gray is 
gaining constant stature, calling 
his program a disk jockey show 
would be a misnomer. As a com- 
mentator, unfortunately, some of 
the uninhibited stuff is wasted 
because of the late hours — but 
ihen again the interviewees might 
not be relaxed under more 
orthodox circumstances. Some of 
Gray’s stulf is that good that the 
station—assuming that it keeps a 
tape-recording of the shows 
could do a_ periodic 
editing of the better excerpts 
a good earlier-evening stunt. 


as 


as 











Boston Braves 


t———} Continued from page 25 


TV and WBZ-TV splitting the as- 
signment. 

The Braves. who carry a heavy 
sked of night games, received poor 
support from Hub fans last season 
and as a result only 14 arc-light 
games will be telecast. Under the 
past few seasons’ setup, Britt han- 
dled the announcing chores of 
both Hus major league teams, al- 
ternating with several other sports- 
casters on AM and TV, but at 
present there is no indication as to 





who will be his teammate, How- 
ever, Les Smith. WNAC’s sports- 


caster, seems a likely candidate. 


Co. and the Narragansett Brewing 
Co. have in the past co-sponsored 
Hub ball games, and have signed 
to bankroll next seasons’ Red Sox 
| games over WHDH, it is not known 


whether they are in on the Braves 
deal. 





Greensboro, N. C.—B. George 
Barber, Jr., formerly commercial 
manager ot WIFTC, Kinston, has 
joined the sales staff of WCOG, 
Rockingham. He was general man- 
ager of the Mullin and Marion 








Broadcasting Co. prior to this. 


{ 


| 
| 


| 


composite | 


Although the Atlantic Refining | 


WPTR, Albany 


Mildred | 


Others; 


Charles Mountain, an- 
| nouncer ‘ 


Near, Bill Johnstone, Jay Novel- | 30 Mins.; Sun.-thru-Sai., 12:30 a.m.| Producer: Herbert LaTogh 


| 30 Mins.; Sun., 2 p.m. 
| THE CATHOLIC HOUR 


Origination from the new 400, NBC, from Albany 


Casino has been spotlighting the 
best talent heard on a local origi- 
nation of its kind. Names like Don 
Cornell, Eddie Fisher, Marion 
Morgan, The Honey Dreamers and 
Eileen Barton have supplemented 
holdovers like Morey Small and 
Mildred Hewitt, as well as artists 
from individual shows. 
ear not 


Broadcasts 


always smooth—particu- | 


larly on the first and second eve-| 


nings of new bills—but the talent 
invariably leaves its impact. 
man Halpern, owner of the club, 
and Glen Walrath, announcer on 
WPTR, are emcees. 

Cornell, 
turned 


in splendid air 


Her- | 


who remained a week, | 
perform- | 


ances, via his trademark, “It Isn't | 


Fair,” 
ards. 
ing of You,” et al. Miss Morgan, 
at first handicapped by laryngitis, 
registered beautifully with slow- 
tempo ballads. The Honey Dream- 
ers smartly alternated rhythms, 
ballads and novelties, the quintet 
combining lift with polished har- 
mony. Miss Barton came through 
solidly with “Bake a Cake” and 
current tunes. 

Small, youthful tenor with a dra- 
matic flair has been the core of 
the regulars since the opening. 
He sings a wide range of numbers 
well Miss Hewitt, who aired on 
the Barbary Coast Club program, 
is a capable balladist with a style 
reminiscent of another era. Hank 


and other pops and stand- 


Fisher clicked with “Think- | 


| direct, practical and human. 


Bizner, pianist-organist, and Jerry | 
Vinett’s orchestra make their con- | 


tributions. 
on the rough side, but he projects 
a flavorsome personality. Walrath 
has emeceed_ several  half-hours 
nicely. He might ease up on the 
pressured delivery of spot an- 
nouncements. Show may be rather 
late for dialing habits of Capital 


District residents, except on Satur- | 
starting | 


dav 
time 


and Sunday (11:30 
for latter.) Jaco. 











| CBS Bally 


Continued from page 25 














dow or interior display around the 
Godfrey poster. Also included is a 


Halpern’s voice is often | 


| gets off 


description of the new “My Friend | 


Irma” comic strip, with suggestions 
on how retailers and sponsors can 
tie in with it in their local mar- 
kets. Another feature is a group 
of stills showing CBS stars dressed 


{in Santa Claus costumes. Brochure 


suggests the stores run contests 
among their customers for the cor- 
rect identification of the photos. 

Hausman revealed’ yesterday 
(Tues.) that similar plans are in 
work to provide a definite, positive 
trade promotion program for CBS 
network television shows. 


| Switch of The Catholic Hour 
|from its 20-year-held Sunday 6 p.m, 
spot to early afternoon brought, 
for a five-week series, a prograta 
| on courtship and marriage which is 
| divided between a set address by 
| Father John J. McCarthy and an 
| informal roundtable encompassing 
|studio audience and panelists. 
Format, unusual for the Hour, 
makes interesting, provocative list- 
ening for young people. Its appeal 

older folks, except educators, 
social workers, editorialists and 
perhaps clergymen, may not be too 
great. 


| to 


Broadcasts could have _ signif- 
icance for serious-minded non- 
Catholics in 19-24 bracket. Most of 


the views expressed, while Cath- 
olic, are ones which would find 
wide support outside members of 
that faith. 

Father McCarthy, director of 
Cardinal Stritch Retreat House in 
Chicago arch-diocese, uses an ap- 
proach, in his address, which is 
Reg- 
ular panelists include: Dr. Ralph 
Bergan, psychiatrist, attached to a 
family guidance unit of the Chica- 
go see, and Father Leo Egan, di- 


rector of its Cana and Pre-Cana 
conferences. 
Announcer Charles Mountain 


takes a mike among engaged young 
men and women for questions by 
them—not identified as to name. 
Queries are pointed and moot. 
Answers are responsive, although 
there appears a disinclination to 
press divergent opinions by panel- 
ist into over-open, sharp dis- 
agreement. ; Jaco. 


Dale Evans’ Vidpix 


Hollywood, Oct. 24. 

First screen cowgal to switch to 
video is Dale Evans, who will star 
in a series of half-hour videooaters 
tagged “Queen of the West.” 

First of the hard-riding series 
this week with Walter 
Colmes directing for Union Tele- 
vision Corp. 




















ECKSTINE 


recommend Maurice eachings 
path coutrel as t 
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} 
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| SAYS 
geal 

o- 7 
ado from him s " 


aid has been tremendous.’ 


MAURICE GRUPP 
717 7th Ave., New York City Circle 5-6796 























COMEDY WRITER 
Top Quality Humor 


Fresh, funny, original material, espe- 
cially prepared for the performing 
personality. Will confer in confidence. 
Willing work with others. 

JULES M. LIEBERTHAL 


25 Cliff Street, New York City 
Office—BA 7-4532 Res.—CY 2-789) 



































CHARLES DINGLE 


Pulitzer Prize Playhouse Presentation 


Starring H ELEN HAY ES 


Friday, October 27, 9-10 P.M., ABC-TV, Channel 7 
Wm. Morris Agency 


Plays “Dr. Haggett” 


in 


THE LATE 
CHRISTOPHER 
BEAN 














“Lovely Juliet... with a Pagliacci 


quality.” 


CHARLES MORRISON, 
Mocambo, Hollywood 








Wednesday, October 25, 1950 



































. Exploding? 


NO - JUST CELEBRATING ~ 
THE 25th ANNIVERSARY 
OF THE GRAND OLE OPRY! , 





Mave it’s a slight exaggeration to imply an interplanetary stir. 
But certainly no single radio program on earth ever attained such world wide fame as 


WSM's Grand Ole Opry which celebrates its 25th year on the air this month: 


Just Look At The Record. During Its First 25 Years: 


The Grand Ole Opry has drawn nearly 5,000,000 persons to Nashville, Tennesseee, 
to see the show. 


Each week, the four hour long Grand Ole Opry plays to a live audience of 5,000 
persons who come from all over America to see the show. 


Grand Ole Opry stars have sold 150,000,000 records. 








Grand Ole Opry stars have appeared or are scheduled to appear in at least 31 
motion pictures. 


Uncounted millions have seer Grand Ole Opry acts in all 48 states, Canada, 
The Canal Zone, Alaska and Europe. 





And that's only the beginning. Just wait untii the 50th Anniversary of the Grand 
Ole Opry and you'll really see some astronomical statistics. 


You might ponder the sales power of a station whose 25 year record in other fields is as 
impressive as that of the Grand Ole Opry, and whose 50,000 watts carries a punch to equal 
its programming. Irving Waugh or any Petry Man can fill in the picture for you. 
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| Tele Follow-up Comment 


Continued from page 28 











comic, making most of them pay 

off. 
But 

that 


the important thing 


comedy penchant, vromising even} 


better results in future shows. 














in even a more solid ‘manner than 
ithe score receives in the show 


was, itself. In the legiter, now in its 
Allen finally displayed his) pre-Broadway run in Philadelphia, 


much of the score’s impact is 
‘lessened by the fine quality of the 


Whether it was his quick-witted| book and by the expediencies of 


ad lib when an_é over-anxious 
stagehand almost snafued a com- 


mercial or his crack when Miss 
Hoffa’s unveiling was almost 
snarled, it was the old Allen at 
work. 





Dave Garroway, on his NBC-TV 
Sunday night segment, ‘““Garroway 
at Large,” tried a noteworthy ex- 
periment. Entire show consisted of 
songs from the Frank Loesser 
Scores of the forthcoming “Guys 
and Dolls,” which opens in New 
York Nov. 16. Program was pro- 
duced entirely independently of 
the legit musical, with all pro- 
ductions staged in a manner en- 
tirely different from those in the 
show. 

Staging and performances were 
imaginative and intelligent, and 
as a result, socked across the score 


casting. The Garroway presenta- 
tion, on the other hand, was de- 
voted exclusively to presenting the 
musie with the incidentals built 
around it. 

Pitching in on the score in fine 
fashion were Connie Russell, Bette 
Chapel, Jack Haskell, Cliff Norton 
and couple of other singers. Miss 
Russell did a fine job with show’s 
key ballad, “I’ve Never Been in 
Love Before,” while Haskell’s ren- 
dition of “My Time of Day” 
brought out all the song's dramatic 
potential. Miss Chapel delivered 
the spirited “If I Were a Bell” 
in happy style. Group combined 
nicely for opening number, 
“Bushel and a Peck” and for the 
finale, “Guys and Dolls.” 

Staging, of course, differed 
from that of the legiter, in the 
musical, for example, “Bushel and 
a Peck” is performed in a night 
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' club, with a chorus .ine and solo 


the rural motif. Sets were stand- 
out in all cases and designed to 


vocalist dressed in farm costume 
singing to a scarecrow. Here it 
was done by a group atop a horse- 
drawn wagon, but also stressing 


get the maximum out of the song. 
Dancing, orchestrations, costuming 
and lensing were all good. 





CBS-TV’s “This Is Show Busi- 
ness” offered a routine stanza Sun- 
day (22). Landre and Verna, ball- 
room dancers, pleased with a 





graceful turn featuring some effec- 
tive lifts and spins. Comic Dave 
Barry, discoursing on how he siill 
has Brooklyn on his mind despite | 
his stay in Hollywood, was slowed | 
by some hackneyed material, al-| 
though portions of _ his _ stint} 
clicked. Metropolitan Opera bari-| 
tone Robert Merrill wound the} 
airer with an appealing reading} 
of the toreador’_ aria from 
“Carmen.” 

Program obviously has relegated 
the guests’ problem to the status 
of merely providing an_ intro. | 
While the entertainers’ perfor- 
mances now hold the _ spotlight, 
the panelites’ gab is underplayed. | 
Sunday's entry left, viewer feel- 
ing that panel members George 
S. Kaufman, Abe Burrows and 
Veronica Lake should have been 
given more opportunity to expand. 

“Be Happy Go Lucky” commer- 
cial was socked over in a collegiate | 
setting. 





| 
Presentation of Robert Sher-| 
wood's “Petrified Forest” on NBC- 


| TV’s “Lucky Strike Theatre” Mon- 


| 


| 


' 
| 
i 
i 


| 


ja result, 


day night (23) ran into the same 
old trouble—the inability to con-| 
dense a prize-winning play or pic- | 
ture into an hour-long video show. 
Despite a fine thesping job turned 
in by Robert Montgomery, who 
doubled into the lead role concur- 
rently with his producer’s chores, 
and the rest of the cast, the script | 
had too little chance to establish | 
character, mood or motivation. As 
much of the _ action 


|'seemed out of joint and many of | 


| Leslie Howard — 


Sherwood’s most profound lines 
lacked impact. 

Montgomery essayed the role | 
played originally in both the legit | 
production and film by the late | 
that of Allan | 
Squire, the “lost” intellectual who 
met his fate at the Jittle roadside 
barbeque joint in the middle of 
the Arizona desert. He turned in | 
a fine performance. Joan Lorring 


| scored as Gabby, the girl who fell | 
| in love with him, and Herbert Rud- | 


} 
} 


| 


ley. brought in as a_ Jast-minute 
replacement for John McQuade in | 
the role of Duke Mantee. the gang- 
killer, was excellent. Suvporting 
east, including Glenn Denning, | 
Ralph Riggs, Morton Stevens, Slim 


| Thompson and Kitty Kelly, backed | 


} 
| 
| 
| 
| 
| 
| 


| 
| 


| ex-football 





the leads capably. 

Productionwise. the show ran 
more smoothly than probably any 
Montgomery production yet this 
season. Gunfights and the little 
fracas inside the cafe between the 
plaver and the killer 
looked realistic, although the 
sound effects left something to be 
desired. Norman Felton’s direction 
and Syrjala’s sets were good and 
the show was hackgrounded by a) 
moody score composed and_con-| 
ducted by Raymond Scott. Brian | 
Aherne filled in for Montgomery 


ii» the role of program host. 








~KSTP- 








tion of the university's policy on 
commercials. 

With the KSTP broadcast free of 
commercials, the technicians’ union 
refrained from picketing the game 
and other radio station employees 
didn’t have to run a picket line. 

KSTP technicians went out on 
strike about six months ago when 
their demand for pay boosts was 
refused. Since then developments 
arising out of the strike have re- 
sulted in the station being shut 
off from televising Minneapolis 
American Assn. baseball games 
and St. Paul Armory wrestling 
matches and the broadcasts of the 
Minnesota football games directly. 
There’s also a move in Congress 
to cancel its television permit on 
the grounds that it has refused to 
bargain collectively with the union, 
which now charges that its mem- 
bers are being locked out by the 





station. 


| provide a 


aes CONtinued from page 24 Goa | 





The DuMont Plan 


Washington, Oct. 24. 
DuMont’s allocation plan for 
a nationwide television sys- 
tem, incorporating the entire 


UHF band, would provide the 
leading cities in the U. S. with 
more video than AM stations. 
According to testimony given 
the FCC last week by Dr. 
Thomas T. Goldsmith, Jr., Du 
Mont research director, the 
plan would assign at least four 
TV stations in each of the 178 
major markets. Of these 
areas, Goldsmith showed, only 
105 have four or more AM out- 
lets. 

Among the first 178 cities, a 
DuMont exhibit revealed, 
there are 39 with only three 
AM stations, 24 cities with only 
two outlets, nine with one AM 
Station each, and one city with 
no AM stations. All of them 
could have at least four TV 
outlets, under the DuMont al- 
location proposal. 











UHF Stations 


Continued from page 26 


























assigned five VHF instead of three 


McNEILL SETS $2,500 
TOP FOR GUEST TALENT 


Chicago, Oct. 24. 
After shelling out $5,000 apiece 


to Ann Sheridan and Margaret 
O’Brien for their appearances on 
|e Phileco TV show on ABC, Don 
McNeill has clamped a $2,500 lid 
on guest talent fees. Show is pack- 
aged by McNeill and has been exe 
| ceeding its budget several times 
Since it started last month. 

| In another move designed to 
‘Smooth out some production bugs 
in the hour-long show which have 








caused considerable stir in the 
McNeill and ABC offices, Ralph 
Bergsten, formerly with the Ree 


liance Advertising Co., has been 


|hired by McNeill to take overall 


VHF and two UHF while Fresno | 


VHF and two UHF. 
TBA’s plan, submitted by John 
Preston, chief allocations engineer 


| would get four UHF in place of two | 


for ABC, would provide 82 chan- | 


nels (70 in UHF plus 12 VHF). It 
would make possible at least four 
stations in each of the first 140 
cities in the nation. Allocation of 
the entire UHF band at one stroke, 


| what 


rather than piecemeal, TBA feels, | 


would permit receiver makers to 
include all channels 


in the first | 


UHF sets to be produced, and elim- | 


inate the need for set owners to 
put in adapters later. 

So far, there appears to be unan- 
imous agreement that UHF will 
satisfactory television 
service, although the signal will 
not go as far as VHF. F. J. Bing- 
ley, engineer for Philco, testified 
that the service is best for small 


| charge of the program. Bergsten’s 


| 


role will be chiefly administrative. 
He has no previous tele experie 
ence. 





Educational B’ casters 
Set Convention Agenda 


Lexington, Ky., Oct. 24. 

National Assn. of Educational 
Broadcasters will hold its annual 
meeting here starting Sunday (29) 
with FCC Commissioner Frieda 
Hennock participating. 

Among reports skedded are: 
Plans for the NAEB network, by 
Seymour Siegel, WNYC, N. Y.; 
program directors see for 
educational radio, by Harry P, 
Skornia, Indiana U.; survey of edu- 
cation radio audience, by Burton 
Paulu, U. of Minnesota; coopera- 
tion with commercial TV stations, 
by Kenneth G. Bartlett, Syracuse 
U.; problems in starting a TV sta- 


| tion, Richard B. Hull, Iowa State 
| College; and a symposium on edu- 


cational radio’s future. 











communities such as Bridgeport, | 
where experiments were conducted | 


using 12 kw power. 


But for larger | 


areas, he said, considerably higher | 


power would be required. 


Reception from UHF receivers is | 


as good as or better than that from | 
VHF, Albert F. Murray, Washing- | 


ton consulting engineer, testifying 
for Philco, told the Commission. 
Tests with production model sets 
equipped with UHF converters, he 
said, presented no difficult prob- 


‘lems in servicing the equipment or | 


to the user who tries 
for. the first time. 
dents, he added, will get better 
reception from the NBC experi- 
mental UHF station there than 
from any New York station and 
they will not have to install as ex- 
pensive antennas to bring in pro- 
grams. 


out UHF 





Bridgeport resi- | 


Detroit—There now are 330.539. 


television sets in the Detroit area, 
an increase of 24,000 sets in a 
month, it was reported by WXYZ- 
['V which conducts a monthly poll 
of video distribs. 





Courtesy of M-G-M 
Now appearing with 
DONALD O'CONNOR 
in “THE MILKMAN" 
(Universal-international) 
Management: WILLIAM MORRIS AGENCY 














WRITER 


Seeks position as dramatic 
writer or script doctor in New 
York agency, TV or radio, 
Credits: Summer theatre pro- 
duction, TV and radio scripts 
and commercials. Box V-2467, 
Variety, 154 W. 46th St:, 
New York 19. 





























GENIUS 





© FOR HIRE @ 
TRIPLE-THREAT TELEVISION WRITER: 
MUSICALS ... COMEDY ... DRAMATIC 
AUTHOR of "THE PULITZER PRIZE PLAY" 
“NUTS TO YOU" etc. Sketches-Lyrics-Music. 
SPECIALIST in COMEDY with emphasis 
. on the "C" (See) 


Can build a floundering show into a GREAT Show!! 


© Salary eee $1,000 Weekly 
Box V-2292, Variety, 154 West 46th St.. New York 19, N.Y. 
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',.. IS tops. She gets into your 


heart without any pain.” 


JOE PASTERNAK 











eee ee te! PINS 








Wednesday, October 25, 1950 VARIETY 





37 








‘ ean ve 


What looks! Whatta line! Teevy’s a better 
draw than free licker! Ties up traffic every 
time she shows! 

Teevy is so terrific that many of her 
admirers overlook the sordid fact that she is 
supposed to do more than please people. 
Unless the gal starts moving merchandise 
over the counter for cash—she’ll lose her job! 

WPIX is proving that TV sells...the hard 
way—at retail. Low cost programs are making 
sales for everything from stockings to second 
hand Chevrolets, at low cost. We know— 
because many of the orders come direct to 
us, by-mail and phone. 

WPIX in its two years of operation has 
built and held regular audiences with news, 
sports, movies, public service and information 
features as well as entertainment... has 
proven low cost programs which acquaint 
prospects with the advantages of advertised 
items, and vice versa—and are making sales 
at lower cost than other media. 

This station commands the world’s richest 


‘metropolitan market with the highest set 


coverage—more than 1,500,000 T’V receivers 
among four million families. And wrix is the 
best place for the national advertiser to learn 
how to use TV economically and profitably. 

Ask any WPIX representative to show you 
the record of sales results... wprx, the New 
York News station, 220 East 42nd St., New 
York City...MU 2-1234. 
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: From the Production Centres 


> 
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IN NEW YORK CITY ee e e@ 


Si Steinhauser, Pittsburgh Press radio ed, in town Ernie Hartman, 
ex-program manager of WSTC, Stamford, added to WNEW production 
National Guard picking up the talent fee for the Guy Lom- 
show on Mutual, starting Saturday (28), with web donating the 


st if] 


rao 


\BC’s Bob Kintner and Ernest Lee Jahneke making a swing 
of the web's regional affiliates meetings. 
IBS flack Dan Schwartz enjoving his last week of civilian life before 
ction Oct. 31 CBS’ Allan Jackson addresses Harvard Med- 
Assn. tomorro Thurs.) Richard Hayes kicks off new ‘baritone 
( ek iture on WINS’ “Singing Battle Royal” Sunday (29 
Dionne Quintuplets made their air singing debut over WOR last week 
Cy Harrice inked to narrate NBC’s “C cade of A 
Ginger Rogers to be fi guest on ne Gloria Swanson 
] Vior \ 30) at 2 p.m. on WOR 
\. Austin Peterson, partner in charge of Ted Bates agency's Coast 
offic relocates in Gotham Nov. 1 to supervise AM and TV ABC's 
Nancy Craig emanates her stanza from Gloversville, N. Y., today ‘Wed.) 


in honor of National Glove Week Frederick A. Curran resigning as 
assistant treasurer of WHLI. Ida Pappas joins the I:empstead outlet’s 
public aifairs department Thesper Wendell Holmes has joined the 
Ben Grauer-Norman Rose drama company, “Theatre Venture,” which 
opens with “Mrs. Warren’s Profession” in Greenwich Village tonight 
(Wed Charles Roberts, ex-ad-promotion manager for General Elec- 
t Suppl new WOR account exec Tony Wilson assumed direc- 
on CBS’ “Aunt Jenny with Dick Liebert taking over the 
organist job trom Elsie Thompson, now locating in Florida Leon J. 
Bronesky now producing WEVD's Vorld Theatre of the Al with 
Leonard Plato general manager Dorothy Gulman has moved her 
clackery into new offices, her latest account being NBC's Sunday “Big 
Show Arthur H. Eaton wearing new veepee stripes at Erwin-Wasey 
WOR's Ten Year Club partying tonight (Wed Lowell Thomas 
addresses N. Y. Ad Club Nov. 2 WCBS’ Bill Leonard crusading for 
7 p.m. curtain times for legiters John Callow shifted his account 
exec-ing from WCBS to WOR Dr. Sergio Pugliese, Italian play- 
wright-radio director, in U. S. on a State Dept. grant, touring Yank 


radio and TY stations “David Harum” additions include John Griggs, 
Katherine Anderson, Joy Hathaway, Joe Curtin and John Larkin 


IN HOLLYWOOD... 


Tom Revere of Biow out from N. Y. 
Lionel Barrymore's “Mayor of the Town” 
promotion and advertising department with the addition of 


to negotiate a radio deal for 
NBC expanding its sales 
Wallace 











* Recording 
Aggravation 


An alternately turbulent 
and sinking sensation in 
the pit of your stomach 
caused by excessive 
worry over the quality 
and punctual delivery of 
your recordings. 





/ USED TO VISIT DOCTORS 

AND PROFESSORS BY THE SCORE 
THEY ALL AGREED | HAD R-A 
BUT | HAVEN'T ANY MORE! 


1M NO LONGER AGGRAVATED 

NEVER GET UPSET OR SORE 

SINCE AUDIO-VIDEO MAKES MY RECORDINGS 
I'VE SHOWN R-A THE DOOR 











You too, will promptly show R-A the door, once you've 
experienced the advantages of Audio-Video's Personalized 
Recerding and Editing Service. It’s a smooth working, two 
point operation: 

ADEQUATE EQUIPMENT .. . Insures Punctual Service! 
A battery of 13 High Quality Ampex Tape Recorders, plus 
a line of Disc Recording Equipment eliminates those 
irritating delays. 


TOP FLIGHT ENGINEERING STAFF . . . Certifies Quality! Each 
Engineer an outstanding Technician in his field; ali with a 
wealth of Major Network Recording and Editing Experience. 


Callor Write for § 1}. 
Special Rate Card 
Today 


~ 











Hutchinson, late of ABC, Frisco, and James Damon, up from San 


Diego where he worked for Ford. Helen Murray Hall had been run- 
ning the department with two femme aides Jack Latham, announcer, 
went on staff at NBC....Al Durante, publicity head for J. Walter 
Thompson, wound up his cross-country junket and headed back to 
N. Y. after a brief stopover 
town for a few days. Ditto Bill Berchtold, with a ditto title at Foote, 
Cone & Belding Plagued by illness for the past year, Fred Jordan 
resigned his executive post with Erwin, Wasey, and Dave Williams 
transfers from N. Y. to run the Coast operation for the agency. 

Lloyd Sigmon has heen moved up as v.p. and assistant general manager 
to Bob Reynolds at KMPC. Mark Haas transfers from WJR, Detroit, 
to be veepee in charge of broadcasts, and John Baird becomes director 
of public affairs Frank Samuels split up the sales department at 
ABC, with Bob Laws heading up the TV end and Amos Baron topping 
Reward” for of 


’ " 
raqadio Saies 


NBC is dropping “$1,000 lack sponsor 
interest Harry Ackerman recuping on the desert from the virus 
which laid hiny low for a week Hal Bock may move into Jennings 
Pierce’s old berth as western division station relations head of NBC. 
Pierce moved out to become a station manager up north Bock, for- 

manage of NBC’s TV station, KNBH, is presently manager of 
" ists relations 


IN CHICAGO... 


Ralph Atiass came up with a public service gesture in donating time 
on WIND to the Community Fund Sunday (22) for the broadcast of the 
Philadelphia Eagles-Pittsburgh Steelers pro football game WIND 
sportscaster Bert Wilson recorded a series of spots with prominent Chi 
sports personalities which were interspersed through the game, plug- 
ging the Fund drive Art Berg has exited the WGN-TV sales staff to 
join the ABC radio network sales department Announcer Jim Camp- 
bell, who ankled WBBM after four years for freelance work, is now 
gabbing Mutual’s “Man on the Farm” Bruce Barton, BBD&O 
board chairman, in town to address banquet session of Standard Oil's 
management conference .this week Chirper Kay Armen, currently, 
appearing on the Oriental theatre stage bill, making the Chi radio-TV 


on 


guest circuit Lowell Thomas, CBS newscaster, to address annual 
convention of the National Assn. of Radio News Directors here Nov. 
16-18 


Chi NBC visitors last week included Milton Greenbaum, manager of 
WSAM, Saginaw, Mich.; Frank Fogarty, manager of WOW, Omaha, and 
Gene Kelly, manager of KCRA, Sacramento Ed Scott gabbing a 
new cross-the-board disk series starting Oct. 30 on WBBM Roy 
McLaughlin, WENR and WENR-TV manager, on vacation until Novy. 1 

Nancy Decker joins WBBM public relations staff AFRA called 
a special meeting Tuesday (24) to hear progress report from George 
Heller. TVA exec Secretary NBC’s Quiz Kids copped Good Neighbor 
award ot the Fraternal Order of Eagles Buzz Blair, ABC's central 
division AM program chief, in N. Y. on biz Bob Loeber, formerly 
with General Outdoor Advertising Corp., is new member of ABC's 
promotion department Pierre Andre launched a 25-minute weekly 
platter and chatter show on WGN Thursday (19). 














a " 
} 
McConnell top position, as a deal had been 
| set for that eventuality. 
——_ Continued from page 23 =—— That CBS threw in a consider- 


ably chunk of the increased bid, is 


vention salvo to whip the affiliate | the trade belief, because of the ur- 


membership into line, generating gent need for its own TV station. 
an endorsement of McConnell & Net had no other way to turn for 
Co. There was no doubt that Me- ye outright purchase, re Earle C. 

: Anthony refused to entertain any 
Cullough was reflecting the senti-| offers for KFI-TV. That the CBS- 


Yankee-General crowd played coy 
and originally sent in only a token 
or feeler bid, becomes apparent. 
They probably figured that a bid 
of $10,525,000 for an estate with a 
book value of $10,000,000 of which 
$5,400,000 is in cash or quick as- 
sets, wouldn't hold up in view of 
later bids in probate court. 


of the station 
they expressed, while subject to 
some ‘“we'll-wait-and-see” reserva- 
tions, their approval of “Operations 
McConnell-Folsom.” 

In prexy McConnell they found 
a “realistic” operator whose com- 
plete frankness captured the fancy 


ments operators as 


of the broadcasters. McConnell 

challenged the assertions that, When reps of an Akron, O., 
since his year’s tenure as prexy, bank, representing General Tire. 
he’s been bent on a mission of employees’ retirement plan_ (and | 
wreckage (alluding chiefly to the CBS) put in with the required 10% 
acquisition of “outside” adminis- rise on the first call, Hoffman called 


‘trative talent), pointing to the fact for a recess and contacted his chief 
that 13 of the 17 current veepees 
come from within the organization, 
including conferring of two new 
‘ones, and demonstrated the web’s 
| wisdom of bringing in such person- 
alities as Ed Madden, Victor Nor- 
ton, John Herbert, et al. 


parently told there was no more 
capital available and withdrew, 
leaving the field open to General- 
Yankee-CBS, There were no other 
bids. 


| If, as suggested by some, NBC. gram policy would be continued 
|has been remiss in its obligation under the new ownership, despite 
ito its affiliates, principally on the the use of considerable studio 
} 


space by CBS for television. pro- 
duction. 


Two New Fi-ers 


Washington, Oct. 24. 
Offsetting some recent cancella- 
tions of FM permits, FCC last week 


| Washington public relations front 
jin having some FCC curves tossed 
|at the network, nonetheless there 
| was no mistaking by convention de- 
parture time that the stations were | 
all for a continued affiliation in 
backing the McConnell regime to 
the hilt. | 


























authorized two new community 

D L B tvpe FM stations. One was to the 

on ee uy Lebanon Broadcasting Co., Leba- 

rea non, Ind., and the other to Twin 
ace 25 

Continued from page 23 Sem Valley Broadcasters, Inc., Cold- 


Yankee being responsible broad- 
' casters, it is believed this is a 
| mere formality. By the acquisition 
of KTSL, Columbia is forced to 
unload its 49° interest in KTTV. 
Its partner, L.A. Times, will buy 
back its stock. | 
| Willet Brown, prexy of Don Lee, 
continues as executive manager of 
the Coast regional. O'Neil indi- 


water, Mich. 

The agency also granted a new 
construction permit to replace an 
expired permit issued to KUGN- 
FM of Eugene, Ore. 





Kansas City—Dean Fitzer, di- 
rector of WDAF and of WDAF- 
TV, was made a member of the 
board of directors of the Kansas 


; cated that he would eventually in- City Star, parent company, last 
herit the board chairmanship, re- | Tuesday (17). Pi ge ie 
signed by Lewis Allen Weiss. Had’ casioned by the death of Earl E 
Hoffman's bid carried the day, Robertson, who had been national 


Weiss would have remained in his ad manager of the Star, 


backer, Edwin Pauley. He was ap- | 


Brown said that Don Lee’s pro- 


Biow’'s executive veep, Ken Beirne, in | 


| ing channels. 


Lou Costello (Sans Abbott) 
For ABC ‘Little Theatre’ 


Lou Costello is being auditioned 
by ABC for a quarter-hour day- 
time strip, sans partner Bud Abe 
bott. Comic would be host-emcee 
of the “Lou Costello Little Thea- 
tre.” a series of dramas for kids 
with an anti-juvenile delinquency 


approach. Airer would originate 
in Hollywood. 
Program topper Leonard Reeg 


is also auditioning jazz organist 
Ethel Smith for a network anza 
which would project her as a per- 


St 


sonality as well as a musician and 
featuring interviews as well as 
organ tunes. 





Time Rates | 


! 


| enema Temes 








Continued from page 25 


fected” by TV inroads. Video up- 
trend has helped them, it was said, 
through purchases by set manu- 
facturers, nighttime network bank- 
rollers using daytime spot radio 
and of tele supporting TV 
shows with spot campaigns. 
business outlook was 
up by individual reports 
of large time sales to locak drug 
chains, furniture stores, pharma- 
ceuticals and auto dealers. 

Two new members, WCUE, 
Akron, and KSTN, Stockton, Cal., 


users 


Good 
pointed 


were admitted, bringing AIMS 
membership to 38 major market 
areas. Organization voted unani- 


mously to urge the U. S. delega- 


tion to the North American Re- 
gional Broadcasting Agreement 
confab to make every effort to 


reach a new pact without narrow- 
AIMS favers break- 
ing down the national clear chan- 
nels before channels are narrowed. 











ATTENTION—SPONSORS 
PRODUCERS — NETWORKS 


FOR SALE 


OR LEASE 
One of America’s most beautiful 
LEGITIMATE THEATRES 
in downtown Los Angeles, Calif. 
Class A steel and concrete 
construction—Built 1927 


Cost $1,380,000.00 


Recently refurbished at cost of 
$100,000.00 


Huge stage—Approximately 4000 
Sq. Ft—40x100 


Modern Lighting Equipment 


Dressing rooms for company 
of 100 


Ideally Suited for Dramatic 
Stock, Musical Spectacles—or 


TELEVISION 


PROGRAM ORIGINATION 
GOOD AUDIENCE 
PARTICIPATION 


LOCATION WITH EXCELLENT 
PARKING FACILITIES 


SEATING CAPACITY 1500 ON 
2 FLOORS 


CALL OR WRITE OWNER 
FRANK FOUCE 
PAN AMERICAN TELEVISION 

“ CORPORATION 
127 SOUTH BROADWAY 
LOS ANGELES, CALIF. 
TEL. MU-5713 MI-1776 

















T,V, PRODUCERS 


ATTENTION! 


We Supply Your Needs 
PROFESSIONAL WRESTLERS 


MEN OR WOMEN 
Professional Boxers 


AL-MAYER BOOKING OFFICE 
1476 B’way (42nd), New York LO 3-3629 
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“No one in our time has given 
such emotion to a song... She 
is a female Al Jolson.” 


GEORGE JESSEL 
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Inside Stuff—Radio 


A blast at cooperative advertising abuses, leveled last week by the 
Assn. of National Advertisers, may affect the growing amount of co-op 
business being pacted by local stations. The ANA committee wasn’t 
hitting radio and tele directly as co-op methods are also used in other 
media. 

ANA said that a “growing number of members who participate in 


cooperative advertising are encountering an increasing practice by , 


retailers of charging back such advertising expenditures at higher rates 
than they actually pay, thus violating their agreements to share costs 
on a net basis.” ANA said that some retailers are using “double bill- 
ing” or not passing on frequency rebates. ANA urged members to 
scrutinize co-op deals more carefully and invited retailers, ad media 
and their associations to check into the problem. 





Novel time signals have been transcribed for the Skitch Henderson 
show on WNBC, N. Y. NBC’s overseas correspondents have been taped 
giving the hour in the foreign cities and asking Henderson for the time 
in N. Y., whereupon the disk jock gives the local time live. 

Spots were made with Henry Cassidy and Paul Archinard in Paris: 
Merrill Mueller and Ed Newman, London; Ed Hocker, Berlin: Jack 
Begon, Rome; William J. Dunn and G. T. Folster, Tokyo; Sven Norberg, 
Stockholm; Joseph Israels, 2d, Vienna; and Dan Kurzman, Tel Aviv. 





Series of three broadcasts telling women what to do in event of an 
atomic attack is being launched on Mutual Saturday (28), on the Helen 
Hall show. Gen. Lucius Clay will be the first guest, to be followed by 
representatives of the Red Cross and the Federation of Women’s Clubs. 
Dorothy Kemble is producing the series. 

Broadcasts will be carried in N. Y. on WOR’s Barbara Welles pro- 
gram. 





Street & Smith is using quickie weathercasts to plug the November 
issues of Charm, Mademoiselle and Living for Young Homemakers, 
via 36 stations in 11 cities. Campaign follows successful test last 
month. Novel angle is that ads in evening newspapers the day before 
each broadcast plug the spots. 

Agency is Peck. 





WHLI, Hempstead, L. I., has decided to continue its FM adjunct after 
polling listeners. Indie asked listeners whether frequency modulation 


service should be continued and got 2,000 letters asking that FM be | 


continued after only a few announcements had been aired. 





National Time Sales has been formed as a subsid of Pan American 
Broadcasting Co., to represent the U. S. stations previously serviced 
by Pan-Am. New organization will concentrate entirely on domestic 
stations, and will limit its representation to 20 outlets. 








Decumen | term. Renamed as exec secretary 
tary Lensers was George Maher, Chicago. Ed- 


Vote to Join with NABET “— Lynch was re-elected veepee. 
Chicago, Oct. 24. | ewly-elected national 
The Assn. of Sicuemanam and members are Ed Stolzenberger, 


al , N. Y.; David B. Stewart, Detroit 
Television Field Cameramen voted : ‘hi ; 
to affiliate with the National Assn. | and George W. Smith, Chicago. 
of Broadcast Engineers and Tech- | 
nicians, it was disclosed at the| an\gas "ane. During September, 
17th annual NABET confab here | 526 TV sets were installed in 
leat weal | the Greater Cleveland area, rais- 
‘ ° |ing the total to 315,024. Septem- 
John R. McDonnell was re-elected | ber’s installations were an alltime 


NABET prexy for a three-year’ high for any one month. 





board | 


ED SULLIVAN'S TOAST’ Coast Actors Hit Vidflm Jackpot, 


AS A TV INCUBATOR, 


With Sam Levenson teeing off 
on his new TV show, he marks the 
23d personality who started on Ed | 
Sullivan’s “Toast of the Town” alr- | 
er and moved into a TV spot of | 
his own. 





Hollywood, Oct. 24. 
Employment opportunities for 
List of those who made their Hollywood thesps have more than 
“first” appearance on “Toast” and doubled in the last nine months as 
peo —s solo ~— 7 } in- a result of heightened video ac- 

: ‘ >, Mar uewis, | ,:_: a , 
vous Gaara, Poel Winchell, Jan tivity. Total of 5,660 speaking 
Murray, Rosemary  Clooney,| Parts have been filled by Screen 
Vaughn Monroe, Vincent Lopez,! Actors Guild members in telefilms 
Peter Lind Hayes, Skitch Hender- produced since Jan. 1, ’50, and 
;thesps are beginning to see pros- 


son, Bunin Puppets, Cora & Bill 

Baird, Hazel Scott, Ethel Waters, ; se , 
A] | pects of a steady, living wage as a 

result of video production here. 


Johnny Johnston, Billy Vine, 

Bernie, Joey Adams, Jackie Glea- | 

son, Dick Haymes, Alan Dale and Television jobs, .each paying 

Buddy Rogers. SAG scale or bette? far outnum- 

| Frankie Laine, “Toast” alumnus, | per the roles offered by any of the 
|major film studios, a_ study of 

i\SAG records reveals. Metro, for 


is now shopping for a 30-minute 

solo package, Monica Lewis and 
|example, hired only 1,887 actors for 
|} the first six months of the year. 


Frank Fontaine have graduated to 
pix contracts, and Joan Holloway, 

another “Toast” gal is featured | payroll to thesps from video has 
with Chico Marx. Jerome Hines, | already topped the $320,000 mark. 
aa —— ag rata ca the | Leading the list of video pro- 
coln-Mercury show Sunday night ducers sian SAG 


(22). Monday morning, Metro| , f : 
called Jim Davidson, Hines’ man-|J@¢k Chertok, who filled 1,696 
ager and set up a meeting. Anna | roles in 250 po ag Figen eee and 

ner +43 “op. | an average o performers in 
Maria Alberghetti, another “first’’ | of the S2 “Lone Ranger” 


pee : "9a “ih | each 
Aa - an RKO flicker deal from telepix he has canned this year. 


Latter figure is exclusive of the 
two cast leads. 


Procter & Gamble “Fireside 
| Theatre” series produced by Frank 
. | Wisbar and Crosby Enterprises of- 
Raises 56 for lron Lung fered 1,840 parts in 86 films, with 
| thesps getting $55 for eight hours, 

A 5 ao A gl og em |plus overtime. First 26 of the Ziv 
ean “pede od Pain Satie: tae | Transcription “Cisco Kid” series 
lie i siederaaen aide paeh gooe used 200 thesps at scale, in addi- 
of the Alaskan polio epidemic. At | ir 
the request of the local Lions Club, | Leo Carrille. 
the four outlets pooled their talent; * : ; 
and facilities for “Operation Iron | Were paid by Jerry Fairbanks for 
Lung.” | some 400 speaking roles during 








Anchorage Special Airer 





were the Alaska Broadcasting Sys- | turned out commercial films, series 
'tem’s key station, KFQD: KENI, | @nd_ pilot reels. Hal Roach, who 
'KBYR and AFRS (Armed Forces | ¥Se€d about 1,000 thesps in 450 
Radio Station) of nearby Fort video blurbs, offered 61 parts in 


members is | 


Participating in the special airer|the nine months in which he} 











| 
| 


tion to leads Duncan Renaldo and | 


Fees ranging from $55 to $1,000 | 





135 J. 


As Work Doubles in Nine Months 


Autry’s Flying-A Pictures. Gene 
Lester has used 25 actors for his 
“Hollywood on the Line” series 
for CBS and Lou Snader and Tele- 
films have each duplicated that 
figure. 

In addition, a number of local 
producers have hired SAG mem- 
bers for pilot films they have 
rolled thus far, indicating that the 
employment opportunities will con- 
tinue to mushroom as full-scale 
production is reached on the Coast. 


WPIX Repacts Sponsor 
For 35 Weeks of Rank Pix 


Michaels Bros., N. Y. furniture 
retail chain, has picked up its op- 
tion with the N. Y. Daily News’ 
WPIX for another 35 weeks’ spon- 
sorship of ‘Movies at Mayfair 
House,” late-evening show compris- 
ing feature film oldies. 

Under the renewal contract, 
which is effective Sunday (29), the 
furniture- advertiser will present 
Arthur Rank productions, 
some of them less than two years 
old. First will be “Nicholas Nickle- 
by,” starring Sir Cedric Hard- 
wicke, with others to folliow being 
“Tawny Pipit,” “Woman in the 
Hall,” “Waterloo Road,” “The 
Weaker Sex” and “The Mark of 
Cain.” Scheck agency placed the 
account. 


Ray Scott to KMG Agcy. 


Pittsburgh, Oct. 24. 
Ray Scott, WCAE announcer 
and sportscaster who resigned his 
staff job at Hearst-owned station 
few weeks ago to freelance, has 
joined Kentchum, McLeod & Grove 








agency here as assistant radio and: 


television director. In leaving 
WCAE, Scott held on to his com- 
mercial programs on that station 


| Richardson. Purpose of the show | 2ddition to the leads in the Stu! and new connection will permit 
|him to continue them. 


'was to raise funds to pay for an rwin-June Collyer series. 


'iron lung the Lions had purchased. 


P. K. Palmer’s first eight “Dick | 


Most of air shows coming out of 


|More than $5,000 was pledged by | Tracy” pix meant work for 35 per-| KMG outfit will be announced 


listeners before the program con- | formers, while 160 parts 


' cluded. - 


were | by Scott, with his special empha- 
filled by SAG members for Gene’! sis going to sports. 
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Circling the Kilocycles 


Dallas — Zack Bettis, pub rela- 


tions director for WFAA- TV. has 
been named continuity director 
for WFAA-AM, replacing Louis 


Breault, who has been called to 
active duty in the Army. 





Greensboro, N. C.—Technicians 


at WGBG here voted in favor ot 
) sentation by the National 
Assn. of Broadcast Engineers and 
rechnician the National Labor 
} Board office in Winston 
> ery eported Labo! board Said 
{ move e e] C b to 
\ ‘ the ballot { c O 
i ) tne 1 ) 
Cleveland George Gotnopel 
free Ras been named co! 
, ! its directo Ol WSRS in 
Jack Morrissey, WAAB, has joined 
WSRS's announcing staff 
Denver The Big He 
ne Serles ot ioc ait -produced 
dramatic half-hour programs, has 
been purchased on KLZ. Denve! 
{ Frid night release b Fred 
Denve Hudson distributo 
re ritte D b¢ 
S Denve freelance 
Greensboro, N. C.—The Myrtle 
se ul Broadcasting System, which 
operate W MIR \ at Myrtle Be acl 
i1ci¢ irrangement to sell the 


station to Mrs. Eliz 
Dover, Del 
Although the 
been reported sold, actually 
arrangements haven't been 
pleted, according to station 
ager John Munro 
ition 1oO1 


Applic 
will be filed soon 


ibeth Evans ot 


ilread: has 
final 
com- 


station ; 


oval ol 


FCC 


appl 
with the 

Cleveland — Bruce MacDonald, 
news editor, WJW, has been named 
assistant program directon to 


Charles Hunter Toni Spaulding 
WHRK disker, is now airing her 
late stanza from the Cabin Club 


Tuesdays through Thursday S. 


Boston Scriptev William Shea 
of WHDH will take over the reins 
of the station’s newly-formed Sales 


Promotion department. Shea will 
wiso handle publicity for the sta- 
tion taking over the post vacated 
by Jackie Alden who resigned to 
accept an offer in New York. 
Pittsburgh — Hi Howard and 
Dave Jones, Sun-Telegraph_re- 
porters, have been added to the 
KDKA news staff for duration of 
newspaper strike Stan Nor- 
man has quit all of his programs 


and will 
his wife 


WPIT and KDKA 
Arizona, where 


on 
move to 


has been ailing. . Bob Prince, 
WJAS newscaster, doing piay-by- 
play accounts of Penn State foot- 
ball games for Atlantic tefining, 
although they're not being ¢c: irried 
by anv of the local stations 
Dorothy Randall. fashion editor ‘of 
Sun-Telegraph, is on the air com- 
mereially every day for duration 
of the newspaper strike, and Alice 
Hoesg Senff. of same sheet, Is alr- 
ng soclet\ news once NV eeKIV OVel 
WC AT Hen Jackso! lan n 

Lalo Ju Du l 1c’ 

splita a a result né yu 
hy k r) () | CO red n 
) ) pé ? \] ' T ‘ ) 
Ke Wi i 
, t 

St. Louis KMON ( BS 
outlet. chalked 4p a tota of +41 
inti-hoarding announcements De- 
tween Aug. 14 and Oct. 20 (\n- 


nouncements were used during sta- 
Li38n bi "Ci iks 


CAROLINA STATIONS IN 
5- WAY 9006 COMBINE 


nsbvoro 
ee filed with 


Con 


uoutination nas 


he Federal Con 


ions 


imunicat 


mission for consolidating WIST, ot 
Charlotte, WIS, in Columbia, S. C 
and WSPA in Spartanburg, S. C 
into a corporation to be known as 
the Broadeasting Co. of the South 


The new corporation, according 
to the plans, would have a captt 1 


and surplus of $900,000 and would 


include the new AM station 
planned for WIST. along with the 
company’s application for a_ tele- 


vision station in Charlotte 
President of the new corporation 
will be B. Calhoun Hipp otf Green- 


ville, S. C. Ray A. Furr of Char- 
lotte. managing director of WIST, 
will be a member of the board ot 


directors. 





‘Crossroads’ in Suit On 
Idea Plagiarism Claim 


Cyril von Baumann filed suit last 
week in N. Y. federal court all 
ing that the Ted Malone “Cross 
stanza on ABC is an “Un- 
lawful appropriation” of his radio 
script, “Crossroads to Adventure.” 

Plaintiff is asking $20,000, charg- 


i oads” 


ing that in 1947 he submitted a 
script which the web agreed to pro- 
duce. The idea of this, it’s al- 
leged, forms the basis for the Ma- 


lone series. 
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———— Continued from page 


impact of the Korean war and its 
effects on the economy will be 
more sharply delineated. 
Meanwhile, the nets are still in 
an economy move. Sustainers pre- 
viously fed to the rest of the net- 
work. while a commercial is being 
aired on a limited hookup, are be- 
ing eliminated. Number of musti- 
house orchs is. being 
persot nel 
not deine 1 


ins in 
trimmed and 
television are 
Rehe 


Vian 


shifted to 
eplaced 


being cut 


have ‘wild 
’ taping a dramatic stanza 
ufier one reading If a 


show 


-arsal time 1s 
shows adopted 
the Del 
proceeds mvway Wwitn 
nafued segment redone 
out 


eo c 


edited 





~ Swing’ S - Swing | 





| OF 


|maniacs and a 
ifrom the Copa, N. Y. 


/night was featured by 
‘house Five Plus 2, 






| contest. 
| show 
| was 





ja two-hour 
| Mindy Carson, 


‘that had the broadcaster 
|for more, 





L——} Continued from page 25 Gaus 


are “rush- 
off.”’ 


no one 


and that 


get their 


many 
names 
thal 
annels’ should be 
ploved Kirkpatrick 
“but we do 
a continued 


fronts” 

ing to 
“We 

in Red 


listed 
em- 


don't 
es 


Sa\ 
| lay } 
aeciareda 
one 
association 


sav that any with 


record of 


with Communist organizations, 
particularly anyone who has con- 
tinued such activity after June 25 
when “Red Channels” was issued 
should be eliminated from em- 
ployment on the ait 

Swing charged that “Channels” 
was “published for profit” and 
that its editors had set themselves 
up aS a screening service with- 
out any public authorization. He 
declared that it was drawn up 
“without checking and without 


without 
listed. 
that dif- 
made be- 
promulgate 
performers. 


and 
those 


the evidence 
hearing to” 


testing 
giving a 
The commentator said 
ferentiation should be 
tween those who can 
ideas on the air and 
writers who might insert Com- 
munist ideas in scripts, he said, it 
would be “pretty hard to keep 


their advocacy of Communism 
secret if practised over the air.” 
“Let the danger of Communism 


be met,” Swing said, “not by 
resorting to blacklists, not by un 
ventilated and often inaccurate 
charges, but openly and with 


courageous faith in the due process 
of,law.” 








Top Comics 
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a cc 

general consensus was that Nor- 
man Blackburn socked over a 
three-night festive hoopla for 
‘maximum returns. Opening night 
(Wednesday) was “Night Club 
Night” and appearing were Phil 
Silvers, Tex Beneke band, Julie 
Wilson, Skitch Henderson Acro- 


line flown down 


“Hoedown” 
the Fire- 
flown in from 
Coast, Dunninger and 
along with a Charleston 
Closing night variety 
topped by Berle, however, 
the showmanship clincher. 
working cuffo, socked over 
routine (assisted by 
Galli Galli, Leon- 
Sid Gary and others) 
yelling 


Thursday night's 


the 
Fisher, 


Berle, 


ard Suess, 














‘Hurry, Hurry’ 
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and one evening period (the Fri- 
day night “Nero Wolf” show) on 
|a rotaticéial three-week schedule, 
Time and talent on this runs $11,- 
500 a week for each sponsor. 

3. “Sight and Sound.” This of- 
fers three advertisers rotational 


participation on a half-hour tele- | 


vision program and half-hour radio 
show. The web would package a 
half-hour comedy-variety show, 
with possibility of Phil Baker head- 
ing up the cast, and slotted 10:30 


' filiates, 


Stan | 


Inside Television 


Forced by CBS to cancel the p 
Maisie Knew” on the “Ford Theatr 
Kenyon & Eckhardt agency plans 
near tuture, 


vinced that CBS was in the wrong 


cellation three days before the scheduled air time. 
‘Angel Street 
‘ast as possible in order 


to substitute Patriek Hamilton's 
of the original Broadway ¢ 
days’ notice 

CBS reportedly objected to the t 


resentation of Henry James’ “What 
e”’ series last Friday night (20), the 
to attempt the show again in the 


Spokesman for the agency declared this week that, while 
there is no desire to make a cause celebre of the affair. 


K&E is cons 
and was unfair in forcing the can- 
Agency was forced 
rounding up as many 

to stage it on three 
“Maisie” 


heme of divorce in and 


depiction of the results of divorce on a small child. Agency, however, 
claimed it is a good adult show and pointed to the fact that “Angel 
Street,” to which CBS offered no objections, is the story of a psychotic 
husband trying to drive his wife insane. K&FE, incidentally, was faced 
with a similar last-minute switch in shows two years ago on the Ford 
series, when Metro objected to its scheduled presentation of “Edward, 
\iv Son.’ film company had just completed a picture based on the 
legiter and feared that video would hurt its boxoffice 

[Important subject of where television will get its writers and new 
ideas from will be discussed at a panel forum of the American Tele- 
vision Society tomorrow night (Thurs.) at the N. Y. Advertising Club. 
Scheduled to participate in the discussion, titled “Ideas, Writers. Pro- 
grams for TV—From Where?’ are authors’ agent Annie Laurie Wil- 


editors Arthur 
Henry Souvaine 


liams; CBS story 
package producer 


Heineman and. 


Janet Wood, and indie 


Gov. Thomas E. Dewey, now campaigning for reelection in N. Y, 
State, Is making the rounds of TV shows He guested on Dorothy 
Doan’s “Vanity Fair” show via CBS-TV Monday (23) and that evening 
teed off a new series of 15-minute shows via WABD (DuMont), which 
are to be aired each Monday and Thursday through the election. For 
his WABD shows, which are being bankrolled by the Independent 
Citizens’ Committee for Dewey, the governor is using the sidewalk- 
interview technique, which he adopted in a recent telecast via NBC's 
WNBT, N. Y Two remote mobile units pick up passersby on the 
Street, Who shoot questions to the governor which he answers from the 
studio 

Songwriter Henry Tobias, who's been bandleader-producer at Totem 
Lodge, N. Y., for the past 20 summers, is readying a dip into video. 
If any ef the deals now in the works come through, Tobias will follow 


the recent network trend of 
inns 
Videoites 
Liebman, of “Your 
the Eddie Cantor and 
ducer 


have come from 
Show 


Fred 


who 


Sunday night. The client has his 


choice of simulcasting it or picking 


up the taped sound for re-broad- 
cast on AM. 
4. “This Is Television.” This is 


the project, as detailed in VARIETY 
several weeks ago, which com- 
prises the taped recordings of the 
highlights of six major television 
(Sid Caesar, Eddie Cantor, 
Allen, Martin & Lewis, ete.) 
which will be sold to the respec- 
tive television sponsors for the 
additional radio coverage. Integrat- 
ed into it will be an emcee and 
an orchestra. It is planned for 
scheduling Friday night, 8 to 9, 
and the tab per sponsor will be 
$7,500, time and _ talent. (NBC 
played a sample show for the af- 
who liked both the result 


shows 


Fred 














and the idea.) 
. - 
U. of Missouri 
1_- Continued from page 24 





their own sportcasters and direct 
lines. 

Sam Molen, sports director of 
KMBC-KFRM, protested the sit- 
uation to Missouri coach, Don 
Faurot, recently in a letter. Molen 
pointed out that KMBC pays the 
university $100 for rights to the 
game for KMBC, and an additional 
$90 for KF RM (Concordia, Kans.). 
Additional expense of engineers, 
color man, travelling, etc., runs the 


cost to about $40U per game for 
broadcasts from Columbia, and 
more for games farther away, 


| Molen said. 


Competitive stations which are 
taking the game direct have no 
objections to spreading the broad- 
_ casts all around the state, but they 
believe some provision ought to be 
| made to keep the matter equitable 
‘in the metropolitan centers. For 
one thing this means more revenue 


to the university, and from the 
|commercial outlook makes the 
| broadcasts more desirable, accord- 


‘ing to KMBC officials. 





Fitchburg, Mass.—WEIM, Fitch- 


burg, has appointed Al Maffie as 
commercial and promotion man- 
‘ager. Yankee-Mutual outlet will | 


soon increase its power to 1,000 


watts on 1,280 kc. 


ot Shows” 
Allen d 
ot the Martin & Lewis show. 


signing up the directors of the borscht-belt 


the mountain resorts include Max 
Charlie Friedman, who produces 
isplays, and Ernie Glucksman, pro- 


NAM PACKAGES TV 
‘INDUSTRY ON PARADE’ 


National Assn. of Manufacturers 
has launched a video newsreel pro- 


gram, “Industry on Parade,” for 


use by TV stations. Reels are being 
made available cuffo to 50 sta- 
tions, on an exclusive basis, and 


may be used as a sustainer or com- 
mercial. Vidpix run 13 minutes, 
allowing time for local bankroliers, 
and two 40-second segments can 
be deleted it more commercial 
time is needed. 

NBC-TV news department Is 
lensing the subjects (such as U. S. 
-arms production, new synthetic 
|; yarns, innovations in furniture 
manufacturing, etc.) on assignment 
from the NAM. G. W. (Johnny) 
Johnstone, NAM radio-TV director, 
has taken on A. Maxwell Hage, 
former Mutual news editor, to 
work on the project. 





Atlanta—WAGA-TV, owned and 
operated by Fort Industries, has 
been granted a building permit for 
a two-story structure for telecast- 
ing to be located at 1018 West 
Peachtree St., N. W. The permit 


was for $244,284. Station is now 
housed in an old home near the 
tower. 
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on on shan and a few more firms to 
force the big TV makers to jump 
into the color market. 


It is in Congress, which usually 
provides a good sounding board for 
the manufacturers, where FCC has 
one of its most powerful friends 
in the color battle—Chairman Ed- 
win C. Johnson ‘D., Col.) of the 
Senate Committee on Interstate 
and Foreign Commerce. The Sen- 
ator, who has played a prominent 
role in pushing the FCC hearings 
into the color situation, gave out 
vith a sample last week of what 
may be expected of him if other 
ljegislators venture to criticize the 
decision when Congress reconvenes 
Nov. 28. 

‘Sit-down Strike’ 

Charging the manufacturers 
with having organized “a sit-down 
strike’ on the Commission’s pro- 
posal to build in flexible adaptors 
in new sets (which would have 


permitted a postponement of the, 


CBS standards), Johnson took the 
industry to task for using “politi- 
cal activity” and “propaganda” in- 
stead of working to perfect a color 
system “more to their liking.” 

Johnson pointed out that the 
agency’s decision makes color 
broadcasting permissive rather 
than mandatory and allows the free 
play of competition to settle the 
issue. “Stripped of all the cooked- 
up hurricane of confusion,” he 
said, “the Commission’s orders 
merely insist upon ‘a buver's 
choice.’ ” 

As for “the hue and ery” that 


by the end of the vear 10,000,000 | 
set owners will have to buy adap- | 


ters or converters to receive the 
color broadcasts, the Senator noted 
that black and white will obvious- 
ly continue as the prevailing sys- 
tem on most stations, and that the 
only effect on TV owners is to 
make it possible for them to have 
color television if they want it. 
“What is so wrong about that?” 
he asked. “The Commission de- 
tision obviously is designed to 
give consideration to approximate- 
lv 75% of the population of this 
country. It must be remembered 
that 60° of our people reside in 


FCC Buttressed for TV Fight 


Continued from page 27 








areas where there is no television | 
at all. Moreover, even in the area | 
where there is now television, ap- 
proximately two-thirds of the fam- 
ilies still do not have sets.” 


CBS-TV Sellout 


aus COltinued from page 27 

















} 
er eer emalaer see 
sponsor after tne first show three 
weeks ago but CBS again could 
not get time on its affiliates. Web, 
as a result, is carrying the films 
on a sustaining basis. 

Situation has reached the stage, 
in fact, where some stations in sin- 
gle-outlet areas are dropping cer- 


tain CBS shows to pick up others. | 


In Buffalo. for example, WBEN- 
TV recently dropped the “Godfrey 


& Friends” show in favor of “Toast | 


of the Town,’ since its schedule of 
programs fed by competing net- 
works prohibited it from carrying 
both the CBS packages. Only an- 


swer to the problem is the lifting | 


of the FCC freeze on new stations, 
which will permit more than one 
network to get into the single-sta- 
tion areas at the same time. 











TV Grid Beefs | 
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Refining Co. However, there has 


never been any provision for a/| 


split on either AM of TV coin and 
B. C. officials refused the George- 
town demands. 

In explaining their side of the 
hassle, B. C. claimed they never 


would have televised any of their | 


games if the Notre Dame games, 
which are seen locally on both 
home sets and the pic screen at 
the Pilgrim theatre, had not cut in 
so deeply in last year’s gate re- 


‘ceipts. Televising of this year’s 
games was figured as a last resort | 


to grab some of the lost revenue. 





Pensacola, Fla.—WBSR will be- | 


come an affiliate of CBS Nov. 5. 


Pitt’s Radio Boom Still 


In High Gear Due to News 
Strike; Snots Sold Out ° 


Pittsburgh, Oct. 24. 


Boom in loca’ radio as result of 
the general newspaper _ strike, 
which has left Pittsburgh without 
a regular dailv since Oct. 1, is still 
continuing, although not quite to 
the extent of the past three weeks. 
As far as spot business is con- 
cerned, none ov the Big Five— 
KDKA, WCAE, WJAS, KQV and 
WWSW--has an open one from 
early morning to late at night, but 
the demand for the longer seg- 
ments, from five to 15 minutes, 
has fallen off a bit. 

That’s because the biggest time 
buyers, department stores, have be- 
come slight y better organized 
with their advertising throwaways, 
being distribtted from house to 
house, and are no longer grabbing 
up everything available in radio. 
Theatres, too, have not been pro- 
gramming as heavily since the 


| union-published eight-page daily, 


the Reporter, started coming out. 
a week and a half ago, giving film 
houses at least some semblance of 
an advertising medium. 

With department stores it’s a 
somewhat different story, since the 
Reporter is taking no copy from 
them because the sheet couldn't 
possibly meet the demand. As it 
is, the paper is limited to two 
pages of ads out of eight and one 


|} account can buy only up to 15 


inches. 
Broadcasting gold rush, how- 
ever, has only dropped a stight 


| fraction and stations are continu- 


ing to mop up as they've never 
done locally before. In every case 
additional help has been recruited. 
chiefly from newspaper staffs, in 


{order to meet the increasing pub- 
| lie thirst for local news, and news- 


casts generally have doubled and 


in some cases trebled generally. 
| Practically all of them are spon- 
| sored, too. 





San Antonio — Frank Junnel, 
prominent in AM commercial cir- 


cles in the southwest since 1947 


has joined KEYL as commercial 


This brings total number of CBS, manager, replacing Sherrill Ed- 


radio affiliates to 193. 


wards, who resigned. 








Commander to Tint Sets 


Continued from page 26 








ent black-and-white receivers are 
“better investment today 
*’ because of the better 


emphasized that new sets can be 
“with confidence that they 


will continue to receive these pro- 


Sprague was given the time on 





——E 





in the past.” Stanton added: “We 
question whether the RTMA really 
wants compatibility. We suggest 
that what it really wants ,is to 
hold back color, and that it is 
preserving the issue of compati- 
bility only to achieve that delay.” 
Stanton averred that RTMA mem- 
bers have it within their power to 
“give compatibility to the public 
under the CBS system.” 





Frank Stanton regarding the 





Chi Politicos 








by CBS to give him the same treat- 


vious week, only a limited number 
are. scheduled 
* broadcasting. “Most of these.” 
fringe hours when the average per- 
son is at work or asleep, ¢ i 
the popular 


incompatibility 
can win any real measure of pub- 


talent of America’s electronic 
all-electronic and compatible color 


incompatible 


following Sprague’s 
tacking the RTMA exec’s observa- 
i “further proof of the bad 


its sworn commitment before 
According to Stanton, 
manufacturers group pledged last 


sion handed down by the Commis- 
i Stanton said, 
created a $1,000,000 
attack the Commission's 
and Sprague’s broadcast 
is part of that attack.” 

CBS prez, whose follow-up state- 
were not broadcast, i 
RTMA’s argument about the im- 
i of a compatible system 


failures to fulfill similar promises 





____ Continued from page 26 =— 


ties to be slotted the week before 
the balloting. In line with NBC's 
o.&0. chief James Gaines’ memo to 
the effect that none of the web's 
stations shall accept political or- 
ders for less than five minutes, Chi 
key has turned down a big bundle 
of spot biz) WNBQ sales manager 
John MePartlin estimated the 
nixed spot business ‘would have 
run to about $30,000, but there 
wouldn't have been room for it 
anvway had it been okayed for 
acceptance. 

WBKB has sold some 30 spots to 
various candidates, but most of 
them have been slotted in the less 
choice time periods. Also peddled 
are four quarter-hour periods 
to Everett Dirksen, Republican 
senatorial hopeful Scheduled is a 
45-minute remote Nov. 3 from the 
Democratic campaign headquar- 
ters in the Morrison hotel. 

The virtual video shutoff has, of 
course, worked to the advantage 
of the Chi radio stations, who are 
cashing in on the pre-election 
splurges in connection with sev- 
eral hot national and local con- 
tests. 





ALBANY—Kaiser-Frazer dealers 
are sponsoring the New York 
Giants professional football game 
broadcasts, originated by WMGM, 
N. Y., with Ted Husing at the mike, 
on WPTR, Albany. George Suther- 
land, new WPTR sales manager, 
and Bill Schnaudt arranged the 
sponsorship. 
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“Hi dy friends” 


ROD 
BRASFIELD 


Hohenwald, Tenn. 


of our eyes—“Grand Ole Opry” 


OF 


THE DUKE 


—and Grand 
Ole Opry Has 


Him Exclusively 


WSM — NBC Coast-to-Coast for Prince Albert Smoking Tobacco 
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Court Rules ‘Off-the-Air’ Recordings 
Are Illegal in Suit by Met, ABC, Col 


In a precedent-setting decision? 
with .far-reaching importance to, 
the music industry, New York) 
supreme court Judge Henry Clay | 
Greenberg ruled last week that 
commercial “off-the-air’ record- 
ings was illegal. Ruling was made 
in a suit brought by the Metro- 
politan Opera Assn., the ABC net- 
work and Columbia Records against 
Waener-Nichols Recorder Corp., a 
company that had been selling 
dubs of radio programs to the gen- 
eral public on long-playing disks. 

Extending beyond this specific 
suit. Judge Greenberg's decision 
opened the door for the major 
diskeries to prosecute vigorously 
other companies specializing in 
“hootles” records. These platters, 
dubbed from disks made by the 
major labels, were also found by 
Greenberg to constitute “unlawful 
appropriation” of private rights. 


The court's ruling against Wag- 
ner-Nichols was the first definite 
legal ukase to ban the sale of “off- 
the-air’’ disks The action was 
initiated by the Met Opera as a 
result of W-N ads in the press 
which offered recordings made 
from opera company's pertorm- 
ances over the ABC network. The 


bench granted an injunction to the 


plaintiffs. after excoriating the 
defendant for having “embarked 
on hazardous enterprise which 
equity will not hesitate to strike 
down. Cast in its proper environ- 


ment, we have here a business ven- 
ture purposed to gather in the 
harvest, the seeds of which were 
planted and nurtured by others at 
great expense and with consum- 
mate skill.” 

One of defense arguments indi- 
cated that the sale of “off-the-air” 
platters was a widespread practice. 
Judge Greenberg denied defense 
contentions that the existence of 
other outfits engaging in the sanse 
business excused W-N. _ It’s ex- 
pected that the platter companies 
now will also crack down on the 
other dubbing companies. 


Dinah to Take Merman Role 
In ‘Madam’ Album as Berlin 


Restricts 6 Tunes for RCA 


To protect RCA on the “Call | 
Me Madam” album, Irving Berlin is | 
restricting six songs from the musi- 
cal—‘“‘Mrs. Sally Adams,” “Lichten- 
burg,” “The Hostess with the 
Mostes’ on the Hall,” “Can You 
Use Any Money Today?” “I Like 
Ike” and “Washington Square 
Dance.” He has so notified the re- 
cording companies, which are free 


otherwise to wax the other num- 
bers, chiefly ballads. This is Ber- 


lin’s recognition of RCA’s $225,000 
financial investment 
ing) in the show, and is also in re- 
taliation against Decca, 
won't release Ethel Merman to 
RCA Victor for the album. 


Dinah Shore, meantime, has 
been set by Victor to fill the 
Merman role in the waxed version. 
Except for this replacement, it will 
be an original cast album with Paul 
Lukas co-starring. Miss Shore is 
due in New York’ = tomorrow 
(Thurs.) for her first Victor re- 
cording session § since 
over from Columbia. 

Decea, meantime, rushed Miss 
Merman through four platters and 
Dick Haymes ditto, but the Gordon 
Jenkins version of “Ocarina” and 
“Washington Square Dance” will 
be halted by Berlin because of his 
restriction of the latter number. 

Berlin denies there are any po- 
litical overtones to curbing the spe- 
cial songs, most of which have a 
D. C. bearing. However, he has 
gone on record that “Ike” is not to 
be construed as any political cam- 





paign song for General Eisen- | 
hower. 
The copyright statute is such’ 


that once RCA waxes any number 
—assuming that company wil!) get 
priority—it then becomes a general 
release, so long as the diskeries do 
the numbers in the orthodox man- 
ner and pay the statutory 2c royalty 
per side. 

Berlin was discharged from the 


N. Y. hospital last Friday (20), fol- | 
lowing five days of rest and recoup- | 


ing some of the five pounds he lost 
= the “Madam” creative tra- 
Vail, 


; one is 


\its name to Jester Music & Record 
| Co. following ticensing of the firm | 


(100° back- | 


which | 


switching | 


| Best British Sheet Sellers 
| 


(Week ending Oct. 14) 
London, Oct. 18. 





Gitver TOUS? . .5 ssa cee 8 00 Pic. 

Goodnight Irene ....... Leeds 

eS ko eee New World 

Have I Told You....... Leeds 

ON ee Sterling 

| Blackbird <0 02.0, Box & Cox 

isi Bewitched .......... terling 

Kapp Visits Coast | Daddy's Little Girl... ... Yale 
Following Decca prexy Milton | Gace in 4 While... .. Magna 
R. Rackmil’s return to the New| Sentimental Me...Cinephonic 


York homeoffice Monday (23) after | 
a trip to Europe, Dave Kapp, disk- 
ery’s recording veep, left for the 
Coast yesterday (Tues.) on _ his 
regular annual fall visit. 

Gordon Jenkins, Decca musical 


If | Loved You....Williamson 
Ashes of Roses Connelly 
Second 12 
Tzena Tzena Tzena.... 
Have Eves for You 


Leeds 
.. Feldman 





pre rads Coastwar ater; Count Every Star ....Imperia 
ge a heads Coastwards later | ie eon... de 
peaeiiabiiaiaatan Quicksilver Morris 
ae Jimmy Brown Song. .Southern 
Dearie... .. Connelly 

VICTOR NAMES TONEY Your Heart, My Heart. Wright 
nome Cookin ...... Victoria 

PUB RELATIONS HEAD Candy & Cake Dash 
Bibbidi Bobbidi Boo. .Disney 

James M. Toney has been named Me and My Shadow. .F.D.&H. 








director of public relations for 


RCA Victor. succeeding John K. |} ° e 
West. who moved over from the | k B 
record division to join the Nation- | IS ers alTy ig 
al Broadcasting Co. as vice-prexy 

in charge of its western division. 


Toney, whe steps into his new 
post Nov. 1, was promoted from 0S S ncrease 
his spot as advertising manager 


of the Victor home instruments de- 
partment. Thomas J. Bernard will 
continue as assistant public rela- 
tions director. 


Record companies are currently 
carrying the brunt of a general up- 
surge in weeks 
| pressing of records has risen about 
15¢e per platter, while the making 
of a set, comprised of a master, 
mother and been 
hiked around $3. 

There’s also an increased scarcity 
in paper for sleeves and labels, 
; y ‘ with cardboard way out of line. 
tor for the firm. Newman will han-} The cost of paper has been steadily 
die outstanding pops with a large’ rising, while the tab on a pound of 
orchestra and chorus, etc. He’s also scrap cardboard has about doubled. 
signed to do semi-classical works, | One indie company recently noted 
first release of which will be out. the price on its labels had increased 
: AC 
in a few weeks. almost 25° ¢. 

Newman has already recorded 
three LPs of semi-classics, but only 
slated for immediate re- 
lease. Two of the numbers on the 
LP, ‘“‘A Banjo and a Fiddle” and 
“Summertime,” will be released si- 
multaneously as a single disk on 
both 45 and 78 rpm. 


costs. In recent 








Mercury Sets Newman 
As Popular Conductor 


Alfred Newman has signed with 
Mercury Records as a pop conduc- , 


stamper, has 





Vaughan Signed to New 
3-Year Pact by Columbia 


Columbia Records last week 
_ signed singer Sarah Vaughan to a 
; ee saps ed Pen eor new three-year contract extending 
ave been set as yet, but deal calls | ex = ees 
for him to record regularly, with | to Somuaty, 1004. wna . eee 
diskery giving him only top mate-| Pact was due to expire this Janu- 
rial. Newman will operate out of ary. 
the Coast. Miss Vaughan joined Columbia 
| in 1949, after disking for the now 
hiss : i defunct Musicraft label. Chirp is 
J ap Muste’s Switch | set for her first session under the 
ester Music Co. has changed | new pact late next month on the 
| Coast with Paul Weston. 








to record. 


Firm has already cut Bill Garry | Carl LeBow, newly 
on vocals and Bill Olmsted, organ, sales manager for Apollo Records, 
on several of its songs. Label will | N. on a two-month 
be known as Jester Records. ‘ distrib outlets in 25 states. 
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Tony Martin: 
“Fascination” (Victor). 
slice of ‘“Johnnesburg”’ 
rocket this side. 


Martin bites into, but deep. 
sells all the way. 
similarly drawn on a rich 
canvas. 
| Up. 

| Sy Oliver Orch-Ralph 
i“To Think You’ve Chosen 





Ralph Young, new Decca 
coupling. “Chosen Me,” a 
that’s coming up fast, is delivered 
with a warmly felt baritone and 


spins: Flipover is a snappy rhythm 
number which Young socks over 





with a neat assist from Three 
|Beaus and A Peep. Sy Oliver 
|frames both sides with his 


| fine arrangements. 

Alan Dale: ‘‘Rainbow Gal’-“Let’s 
Do It Again” (Columbia). After a 
deceptively slow opening passage, 
“Rainbow Gal” turns up as a 
sparkling rhythm ballad. Dale 
could ride it into the hit lists with 
this bright slice. Reverse is an- 
other free-wheeling delivery of a 
solid bounce item. Norman Ley- 
den’s baton lends color. 


Anne Shelton: “Music By the 
Angels”=-“I Don’t Mind Being All 
Alone” (London). ‘Angels’ is an 


unusual number with a powerful 
lyric that could propel it through 
the pop market. Miss 
sensitive rendition rates jock atten- 
tion. British songstress reveals 
her versatility with a firstrate sell- 
ing job on “Alone.” Jack Pleis 
orch backs up nicely. 

Kay Starr: “Oh, Babe”’-‘Every- 
body’s Somebody’s Fool” (Capitol). 
“Oh, Babe,” recently kicked off by 


Lotiis Prima, proves surefire fodder 


| for Miss Starr, who stokes up lots of 
steam on this side. A natural for 
jocks and jukes. Flipover is a 
change-of-pace torch item that’s 
tucked away definitely by Miss 
Starr. Frank De Vol’s orch ac- 
comps. 

Danny Kaye- Patti 


Sa-Sa” (Decca). This. slice of 
|“Orange Colored Sky” is not only 
itoo late to have much impact but 
it’s far too raucous. Patti Andrews’ 
‘vocal is Betty Huttonesque to an 


extreme while Danny Kaye plays | 


‘his lines straight except for 
-nerve-shattering passage. “Sky” 
‘has enough musical integrity to get 
| by without the grotesque noises 
,and that’s proved by Doris Day’s 
tastefully quiet and wholly listen- 
|able rendition for Columbia. Kaye 
and the Andrews Sisters deliver 
‘brightly on a novelty marching 


Jocks, Jukes and Disks 


By HERM SCHOENFELD. 


“Johnnesburg”-!low World”-“Snowy White Snow 
Martin's |and Jingle Bells” (Victor). Monroe’s 

should | vocal 
It’s a dramatic 
opus with a romantic theme that | light seasonal tune gets one of its 
He | better interpretations on this side, 
Bottom deck is 
sound 
Henri Rene’s orch backs 


Young: 
Me”- 
i*Just The Way You Are” (Decca), 
artist, 
gets off to a strong start with this 
tune 


this cut should garner plenty of 


usual 


Shelton’s | 


Andrews: | 
“Orange Colored Sky’’-“Ching-Ara- ! 








style is 


tailor-made 
“Marshmallow 


for 
World” and 


this 


|Denny Vaughan’s slice of this item 
for Coral lacks the vocal punch, 
,On the Victor bottom deck, Mon- 
|roe nicely delivers an okay 

Christmas tune, the Moon Maids 
| assisting. 

Johnny Long Orch: “Lover Come 
Back to Me”-“Don’t Whistle Till 
| You See the Blue of Her Eyes” 
(King). Two snappy sides by 
Johnny Long’s orch. “Lover” gets 
a surprising, unrecognizable but 
solid arrangement in a rhythm vein 
with a male chorus delivering a 
| revised lyric. Reverse is a cute 
number that might catch on, 
Jimmy Sadler handling the vocal 
in good fashion. 

Hugo Winterhalter Orch: ‘‘Cross 
My Heart, I Love You’-“My Bou- 
quet” (Victor). Like other tunes 
published by the Howie Richmond 
firms, “Cross My Heart” is based 
on an old folk melody of Conti- 
nental origin. Whether this item 
will catch on is more questionable 
than Richmond’s previous releases 
even though it is musically more 


meritorious than, for instance, 
“Molasses, Molasses.” Winterhale 
ter's orch and chorus give it a 


lilting production, Peter Hanley vo- 
calling. 3ottom deck is a richly 
dressed ballad. 
Album Reviews 
Jane Powell: “Two Weeks With 


Love” (M-G-M). From the sound- 
track of the Metro pic, “Two 
Weeks With Love,” M-G-M has 


| packaged a fine three-disk set of 
;pop and standard tunes. Jane 
Powell’s soprano pipes are excel- 
lently showcased in a variety of 
| styles ranging from the ragtime 
| “Oceana Roll” to the semi-operatic, 
'“A Heart That’s Free.” She also 
| delivers finely on “By the Light of 
jthe Silvery Moon,” “My Hero,” 
“Aba Daba Honeymoon” and 
“Row, Row, Row.” Georgie Sioll 
| batons the studio orch. 


Platter Pointers 


Columbia has released four ad- 
ditional long-play sets featurin 
|the polished keyboard styles o 
|Errol Garner, Ralph Sutton, Wal- 
| ter Gross and Dardanelle. Each of 
| these sets have special assets, al- 
though Garner’s and Sutton’s are 
more interesting than the others. 
All five of these disks (including 
Joe Bushkin’s) make an interest- 
ing contrast to the early jazz piano 
Styles to be heard on the Bruns- 
wick LP reissues in the ‘Boogie 
Woogie Piano” and “Barrel House 
Piano” sets. The Columbia sets 


appointed number on the Decca reverse, but 


tour of orch backs up. 


have more brilliantine, but the 
playing of Romeo Nelson, Speckled 
Red and Montana Taylor, among 
others, on Brunswick have a power 
and rhythmic inventiveness that 


'that title is a drawback. Vic Schoen 


Vaughn Monroe: “A Marshmal- 











1. GOODNIGHT IRENE (12) (Spencer) cette eteeeeeeeeeneeeee | 
2. ALL MY LOVE (7) (Mills) ........... ota a aba papatuaeinin 
3. MONA LISA (16) (Paramount) ............. ay, a aaa 
| 4. CAN ANYONE EXPLAIN (8) (Valando) ..........eccceeeees 
5. LA VIE EN ROSE (9) (Harms) ... . eevee eeee ee eee ee eaeene 
| 6. ILL NEVER BE FREE (4) (Valando) ........c.ccceccccecess 
7. SIMPLE MELODY (11) (Berlin) .........c.cccccccccccccece 
8. SAM’S SONG (14) (Weiss) ............... jetececusaeeedian 
9. MUSIC MAESTRO PLEASE (4) (Bourne) Lesseneseneevenvas] 
10. HARBOR LIGHTS (1) (Chappell) ........ 0... cece ee eee 


Second Group 


‘TZENA, TZENA, TZENA (14) (Cromwell) ... 
ORANGE COLORED SKY (Frank) . 
NEVERTHELESS (Chappell) 
THINKING OF YOU (Remick) se eeeeeeeces 
BELOVED BE FAITHFUL (Pickwick) 


I IG bee os ose vaca ad aadareee PTUTTITTTTTT TTT 
I'M FOREVER BLOWING BUBBLES (Remick) .. 
I'LL ALWAYS LOVE YOU (Famous) .......... occccccccccecces 
DREAM A LITTLE DREAM (Words & Music) ........cccceeeees 


CINCINNATI DANCING PIG (Hickory) ... j 


lalla Src a at cae 


eee eeeereeereeseeeeaeeeeeseee eee 
eeseeoeeeoeeeeeeeeeseeeseeeeeeeeses 
eeeeeeeee 





eceeeeeeeeeeeeee 


OUR LADY OF FATIMA (Robbins) 


MOLASSES, MOLASSES (Cromwell) .... 


BONAPARTE’S RETREAT (10) (Acuff-R) 
COUNT EVERY STAR (Paxton) . See CErrerererrerrr sr rrr 
THIRSTY FOR YOUR KISSES (Mutual) ......... 





eeeeeeeeereesseeaeeeeetas 


(Figures in parentheses tndicate number of weeks song has been tn the Top 10. ;ern Style” 


.. LARIETY... 0) Best Sellers on Coin-Machines 


{ Gerdon Jenkins-Weavers. .Decca 


{ Gordon Jenkins-Weavers 


{Ralph Flanagan........ 
) Frankie Laine.........Mercury 


{ Russ Morgan ... 
|) Vic Damone. .........Mercury 


a | Kitty Kallen-R. Hayes. .Mercury 
**pe oe ees Oe ee ee ae es sn a vaonaes 

{ Len Carson-Whiz Kids Discovery 
a ee ee ee Mercury 


eS 8D 


Week of Oct. 21 


94444464646664400 


surpasses . .. Mindy Carson for 
Victor and Doris Day for Columbia 
have fine versions of “If I Were a 
Bell,” the standout number from 
the “Guys and Dolls” score... 
Tex Ritter has waxed a tearjerking 
| Side with his recitation of Pfc. John 
| J. McCormick’s last letter to his 
| family’ before dying on the Korean 
‘front (Capitol) . Don Cherry 





Frank Sinatri..... .... Columbia 
Pattt Page ccccce oe MOCTCUTY 
King Cole Trio..........Capitol 


Victor Youny....ceceee.. Decca / vocals strongly on “Music, Maestro, 
Bee BGG. 50. ccccccess COM peg a Tommy oe 
. r% /orch backing on Decca ... Pau 

Tony Murtin. wre yf bit sale e af ictor Neighbors has a cute side in “Um 
Kay Starr-Tenn, Ernie...Capitol J Gonna Hang Your Picture in the 
Bing & Gary Crosby...... Decca oat ry Ag sa’ Jan Av 
; : gust an e uinlan team for 
Bing & Gary Crosby......Decca a good slice of Irving Berlin's “The 
Frankie Laine......... Mercury ~| Ocarina” (Mercury)... Harry 
Tony Martin.............Victor James has a couple of solid sides 


in “Lullaby in Boogie” and “Circus 
Days” (Columbia) Hadda 
Brooks, a standout stylist, socks 
across “The Touch of Your Lips” 
and “I See a Million People” for 
Decca London ... Evelyn Knight and Guy 
Mitch Aliller _ Columbia | Lombardo come up with a fine cut 


King Cole-Stan Kenton. .Capitol 


Sammy Kavye.........Columbia 


,of “I’m in the Middle of a Riddle” 
(Decca) . . . Mary Mayo’s slice of 
“Just a Wearyin’ for You” rates 
attention (Capitol)... Janette Da- 
| vis and Bill Lawrence have a cute 
| side in “Li'l Ol’. You” (Columbia) 
... “Did You Think of Me Just 
Then” is a promising tune, Dick 
,Brown doing a fair vocal for 


Gord. Jenkins Artic Shaw Decea $ JAS ., ify Rusts sce 


Dean Marti» cere Tre Capitol Rest” is strong (Capitol). 
Frankie Laine.........Mercury J Re omggno eens. b ager aiaes, 
Red Foley ......0...0....Deces P| uae ane ee oe: ee 
; Pt Orioles, “Can't Seem to Laugh 
Vic Damone....... +... Mercury Anymore” (Jubilee) . _ The 
Trumpeters, “Motherless Child” 
| (Score) . . . Joe Thomas Orch, 
|“Sooey Sooey Baby” (King). . - 
| Foe a ee “I'm So nig @ x 
: | Love” (Decca) . . . Mabel Sco 
Kay Starr -+ee+-Capitol 2 | “Willow Weep for Me” (King) .. . 
Hugo Winterhalter.......Victor $ | Kenny Roberts, “If You've Got the 
Ames Bros. ...... hd Coral Money, I’ve Got the Time” (Coral) 
ates | ... Pee Wee Erwin, “Music-South- 
(King) . 


Victor 





Don Cherry .. .. Decca 


...Decca 


Perry Como 


..+...Decca 


. Mugesy 


[PP PtFEo HF Eo PoP H PFO TPT EF OFF FFF HFo to tre- FOF PPEFPPEFEFFEFOFESOEO>E+EEE EEE] mer “Alabama Jubilee” (Mer- 


cury). 
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ASCAP PAYOFF SPLITS WRITERS 





How New Payoff Ups Biggies 


Indication of how the new 


ASCAP writer distribution plan 


affects top songwriters was illustrated by the October writer pay- 


ment last week, the first payment under the new plan. 
top quarterly payment for an AA writer 


old system, 
$4.500. 
performances 
quarter. 

The $14,000 figure, 
portion of his performances. 
basis, 
Berlin’s 


Under the new 60-20-20 
in the Society, 


rating is 1,500 points, 


incidentally, 
Actually, 
he would have received more. 


Under the 
was about 
plan, Irving Berlin, with the most 


received around $14,000 for the 


does not reflect the true pro- 
on a straight performance 
But under the point system, 


the ceiling figure for the Society. 


Another example of a raise for a top writer is Cole Porter’s jump 


to over $6,000 for the quarter. 
Rodgers, Oscar Hammerstein, 


Other top cleffers, such as Richard 
2d, Otto Harbach, and the George 


Gershwin estate, also topped their previous $4,500 marks. 





——— 





Nashville Area Becoming a Home 
Base for Scouting Pop Material 


Nashville, Oct. 24. 
Nashville, home base for vir- 
tually all the major folk platter 


artists, is turning into a small edi- 
tion of New York’s Tin Pan Alley. 
Not only have the major disk com- 
panies discovered that there's gold- 
en wax in these Tennessee hills, 
but the top pubberies are starting 


to prospect this area for likely pop 


tune material. 

Searching for another smash 
tune, like ‘“Chattanoogie Shoe 
Shine Boy,” which was originally 
devcloped as a folk tune, profes- 
sional managers and reps of the 
major N. Y. pubberies are making 
an increasing number of junkets to 
this town to look over the tremen- 
dous number of tunes that 
through here. Most of the tunes 
are authored by the folk singers 
and are generally 
Any tune here that stirs the least 
excitement is given a thorough 0.0. 
by reps of the N, Y. firms for pos- 
sible*pickup and development as a 
pop tune. 

Having a rep on the spot paid 
olf handsomely for Robbins Music 
recently when Billy White, mana- 
ger of the Cincinnati office, sewed 
up a lecal hit, “Lady of Fatima,” 
a tune which subsequently has 
broken through as a national click 
on regular pop labels. Many of 
the N. Y. firms are now making a 
practice of sending their reps here 
at least once-a-month for a looksee 
and to contact the local disk jock- 
eys. 


pass 


‘Continued on page 49) 


AFM to Review 


Booker Licenses 


Hollywood, Oct. 24. 





Some band managers and book- | 


ers are concerned by the receipt 
of a letter this week from James C. 
Petrillo. The American Federa- 
tion of Musicians president has 
notified all franchised bookers and 
managers throughout the country 
that they must return to AFM 
headquarters in N. Y. their li- 
censes, along with applications for 
renewals of same. Larger booking 
agencies are not worried, seeing 
the AFM letter as a move to weed 
out disreputable outfits. 

These round robin notices from 
Petrilio stipulate that all enfran- 
chised bookers and managers can 
continue to handle union musicians 


up until renewal grants on their , 


licenses are granted or refused. 
Petrillo has set a Jan..1 deadline 
on his renewal actions. 

This is the first instance since 
the AFM commenced licensing 
bookers many years ago, and man- 
agers three years ago, that such a 
matter as a renewal of license 
ever has been broached by the 
union. This factor, coupled with 
the hint that some franchises are 
not going to be renewed. 
has frightened some of the 
talent reps. 


local 





Nat “King” Cole’s trio returns 
from its European tour on Oct. 28 
Via the Queen Mary. 


unpublished. 


Latter wield a powerful in- | 


is what |! 





l 


| under 
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Song Cavalcade in ’51 

Prentice-Hall’s publication 
of the “Variety Song Caval- 
cade” has been deferred to the 
spring of 1951 because of the 
considerable additional mate- 
rial which Dr. Julius Mattfeld, 
CBS musicologist, who com- 
piled it. has added. The vol- 
ume will round out the mid- 
century by including the 1950 
Cavalcade of Hits, plus an his- 
torical-biographical appendix, 
This portion, too, is being ex- 
tensively revised and reedited 
by Abel Green, editor of 
VARIETY, who has writtem a 
special introduction. 

The proposed $4 publication 


price will more likely be 
nearer $7, because of the 
added material. Those ad- 


vance-orderers who have re- 
mitted $4 to VARIETY are hav- 
ing their checks held, for final 
billing, or they can have the 
remittances returned. Other- 
wise their orders are’ being 
kept, along with others which 
are to be billed upon publica- 
tion. 


Beneke Exiting 
Victor Before 
Pact Expires 


Following a series of clashes 
with RCA Victor this vear, Tex 


Beneke is pulling out of the dis- 
kery. Beneke’s pact with Victor 
winds up next February, but the 
company agreed to release him 
earlier should he wish it. It’s ex- 
pected Beneke will exit Victor in 
the next couple of days. 

Beneke, who inherited the lead- 
ership of the late Glenn Miller 
band, was burned over Victor's 
buildup of the Ralph Flanagan 
orch as a Miller-styled organiza- 
tion. While playing in the Miller 
manner, Flanagan, however, has 
consistently refused to record 
numbers which had been associated 
with Miller. But Beneke felt that 
his band was getting a promotional 
brushoff by Victor in favor of 
Flanagan. Beneke’s hookup with 
another diskery has not been set 
as yet although it's understood 
Columbia Records is angling for 
the bandleader. 














Harris, Carle Illnesses 
Defer Victor Dates 


Hollywood, Oct. 24. 

RCA Victor’s talent roster was 
sloughed by illness last week with 
several recording dates forced to 
cancel. Phil Harris was hospital- 
ized briefly because of a gallstone 
attack and, although he was able 
to do his radio show. a recording 
session had to be deferred. 

Frankie Carle also was out of 
commission last week. Bandmaster 
was slated to team with Tony 
Martin on Victor's coverage of “To 
Think You've Chosen Me,” but an 
undisclosed illness of Carle’s de- 
j layed the date. 


jist, to a five-year 


years. 


+ 
v 


NEW SETUP 








TIN PAN DEBATES 


Major split among writer mem- 
bers of the American Society of 
Composers, Authors and Publish- 
ers is looming as a result of the 
first payment of performance coin 
the new 60-20-20 writer dis- 
tribution plan. Since checks for 
the October dividend, the first pay- 
ment under the new plan, were 
mailed out last Tuesday (17), the 
plan has been the subject of pro- 
test meetings, hurried official 
ASCAP sessions and hot debates 
along Tin Pan Alley. 

While many writers 
satisfaction over the way the plan 
works, opposition to the plan was 
vociferous. Out of all the protests 
came the following developments: 

1, Bene Russell, tollowing an in- 
formal meeting last week, sent a 
telegram to U. S. attorney general 
J. Howard McGrath, requesting 
that he invite a group of writers 
to sit down and discuss what Rus- 
sell called “a distressing economic 
and moral condition resulting from 
the plan.” Russell would ask the 
Government to step in and restore 
the old system with modifications 
and adjustments. 

2. It was reported that a number 
of writeas were drafting and dis- 
tributing a petition to the Govern- 
ment protesting the new plan. 

3. A number of top writers are 
expected to meet on an informal 
level this week to discuss ways 

(Continued on page 48) 


M-G-M Sets 2506 


expressed 





Eckstine Deal 





M-G-M Records last 
up Billy Eckstine, 


week tied 
its top pop art- 
pact calling for 
a minimum guarantee of $250,000 
to be paid out over a period of 10 
Also included in the 
under which Eckstine is 
agent at the end of the five years, 
is a motion picture deal for tie 
singer with M-G-M Pictures, the 
diskery’s sister company. 

Signing of Eckstine wound up a 
couple of months of negotiating, 
during which the vocalist was ap- 
proached by a number of other 
diskeries, among them RCA Victor. 
Final pact last week was consum- 
mated by Charles C. Moskowitz, 
veepee and treasurer of Loew’: 
Inc., parent company of the disk- 
ery, and Milt Ebbins, Eckstine’s 
manager. 

Deal makes Eckstine. 
on a concert tour 
George Shearing, 
highest-paid artist. He joined the 
diskery in 1947, and had his first 
big hit in “Caravan,” which sold 
over a million copies. Since then, 
he’s become the firm's top pop 
artist. 


ARENA MGRS. ASSN. 
SETS MONROE ORCH 


Arena Managers Assn., compris- 
ing owners of arenas, has signed 
the Vaughn Monroe orch for a 
series of dates. However, Monroe's 
contract with Camel cigs, which 
sponsors his radio show Saturday 
nights. as well as his Thursday night 
video displays, specifies that when 
crew is travelling on the night of 
radio broadcasts, show is to be 
done from a college auditorium or 
a veterans hospital. 

AMA doesn’t mind 
at vet installations. but 


current!) 
with pianist 
the diskery’s 





appearance 
feels that 


work in college auds diminishes 
the number of payees. Conse- 
quently. AMA has passed up the 
orech on Saturday night broad- 
casts. Pact between AMA and 
Monroe was made prior to the 


start of macstro’s video shows. but 
arena group feels that it can get 
some sizable boxoffice out of the 
Monroe appearances before’ the 
video effects are felt. 


pact, | 
a free! 








DCTIRS Some Maj jor Publishers Eye Price 


Boosts to Meet Increased Costs 





ASCAP Members Ballot 
On Vote-Counting Method 


Ballots were sent last week to 
all American Society of Composers, 
Authors and Publishers members 
on a proposed bylaw which would 
change the method of counting 
votes on amendments. The ballots 
are due back at ASCAP by Nov. 8. 

Under the old system of count- 
ing, an affirmative vote of two- 
thirds of the entire membership 
was needed tc fass an amendment. 
Proposal would change this re- 
quirement to two-thirds of the 
votes cast. Another feature of the 
proposal, which was sponsored by 
writer Pinky Herman, requires that 
two-thirds of the membership must 
cast ballots in order to make the 
vote valid 





Pluggers Union 
Orders Jockey 
Contacts to Join 


A constant increase in the num- 
ber of disk jockey contactmen has 
spurred the Music Publishers Con- 
tact Employees to classify that type 
of employment as regular contact- 
ing work. In line with this 
ruling the union is notifying all 
publishers currently employing 
non-union men in that that 


they must have them join the union 
within 30 days from the date of no- 
tification. MPCE, which in the 
past has paid practically no atten- 


new 


field 


tion to the disk jockey contacts, 
passed the new resolution at a 
council meet held in N. Y. Jast 
Wednesday (18). 

In addition to unionizing the 
jockey contacts, MPCE is for- 


warding a letter to all publishers 
and members notifying them that 
no one member can be employed by 
more than one firm at one time on 
jockey contacting. This, however, 
doesn't apply to firms with subsids. 
The. impetus for this ruling arose 
from the fact that a number of con- 
tactmen have been offering their 
services to two or three companies 
at one time on a reduced rate basis 
The use of non-union disk jockey 
contacts, according to a union 
spokesman, is more prevalent out 
of town than in N. Y. The spokes- 
man added that the union does 
know of some pubs who are em- 
ploying non-union contactmen sole- 
ly for disk jockey work. 

The union, however, has much 
more to contend with than the pub- 
lishers themselves, in the case 
jockey contact work, since large 
number of those active in that field 
are independent operators working 


as artists or record company rcp- 
resentatives, rather than pubbery 
employees. The union only has 


jurisdiction over the puDlishers and 
has no say in what the diskeries 
or artists do. Another snag in 
unionizing the jockey contacts is 
that there are special agencies that 
solicit artists for disk jockey repre- 
sentation. 
The list of 
artists includes 
ping Doris Day 
Rae; Nat Shapiro, 
Shore and Frank Sinatra: 


coniaciinen servicing 
Dick Linke. rep- 
and Gordon Mac- 
repping Dinah 
Artie Mo- 


‘gull. who besides repping Mogull 
Musie also works for Rainhow Ree- 
ords. Alan Dale and Toni Arden: 


and Bernie Woods and Herb Hend- 
ler. who besides repping their own 
pubbery also handle contact work 
for Ralph Flanagan’s orch, which 
they manage. 


Reichman Band Held Over 


Dallas, Oct. 24. 
Joe Reichman band. which 
opened Oct. 6 at the Mural Room 
of the Baker hoicl for four weeks, 


held over through Nov. 9. 


+ Under pressure of mounting pro- 


duction and selling costs, a few 
major publishing companies are in- 
dividually eveing the possibility of 
raising the price of sheet music. 
One pubbery is now exploring re- 
action to its proposal to hike the 
price 2c to jobbers with an overall 
4c rise to consumers. Prices on 
pop numbers are currently 35¢ in 
the east. with department stores 
usually selling copies at slight 
markdowns. In the west, pop sheet 
music now sells at between 40 and 
45c. 

Move to raise sheet music prices 
has resulted in a wide. divergence 
of opinion in pub circles. Pub 
execs favorably: disposed towards a 
boost state it’s the only way out of 
an economic squeeze play stemming 
from rapidly rising costs of raw 
materials in the present market. 
Proponents of a price boost point 
out that sheet music has been vir- 
tually the sole commodity during 
the past couple of decades to re- 
main at the same tab. 

Opponents of the price hike, on 
the other hand, contend that a hike 
to the consumers in sheet costs will 
kill off what remains of a dwindling 
market for pop music. An exec of 
one leading pubbery declared that 
a reduction in pop sheet prices 
might provide the needed shot-in- 
the-arm to the industry. He em- 
phatically asserted that his firm 
would not raise prices even if other 
pubberies went down that road. 

If, as necessary under the anti- 
trust laws. some of pubberies pro- 
ceed to raise prices on their own 
hook while other firms retain the 
status quo, widespread confusion 
in the jobber-distrib setup is an- 
ticipated. It’s expected, however, 
that the pressure of the market 
will reestablish sooner or later a 
uniform price level in each area 
of the country. 


Avers ‘Peep Show 
Song Fees Unpaid 


Alleging that Mike 
paid for weekly rovalty fees to 
songwriters and publishers’ of 
“Violins From Nowhere” and “Stuy 
With the Happy People,” attorney 
Lee Eastman ‘(Spring &) is serving 
notice on the producer of “Peep 
Show.” Todd compiled his special 
song maierial from divers sources 
rather than any special composer, 
but was to have paid $50 weekly 
royalties for the production usages 
of the songs. Admittedly, the 
Winter Garden (N. Y.) revue 
is an excellent showcase’ for 
‘Violins” and “People.” 

Former song is by Sammy 
and published by Bregman. 
& Conn; and “People” 
Hilliard and Jule Stvne, 
by E. H. Morris. 


GOLDSEN QUITS CAP 
TO OPERATE OWN 0. 


Hollywood, Oct. 24. 
Mickey Coldsen got release from 
his contract as head of Capitol 
Records’ musie publishing operation 
to operate his own Criterion Mu- 
sic. At Capitol he was paid $12.- 
500 a year. and pact had nine 
months to go. He retains his stock 
interest in Capitol Songs. Ine. 
Goldsen will concentrate on 
French import. “Autumn Leaves.” 
and under condition of his exit 
vives Capitol 59°> of profits from 
tun? 





Todd hasn't 


Fain 
Vocco 
is by Bub 

published 





Connelly Send in LU. _ 


Reg Connelly. head of the Brit- 
ish publishing firm of Campbell- 
Connelly, will visit New York on 
business in mid-Decembor 

Connelly is expected to 
with Herman Star. Music Publish- 
ers Holding Corp. chief. over their 
recently completed deal which set 


huddie 


up the firm of Harms-Connelly, 
Ltd., to handle British rights to 
MPHC tunes 
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® RCA VICTOR Records ~ 


Presents 


The Star of MGM’s THE TOAST OF NEW ORLEANS” 


“BE MY LOVE” 
THE FILM’S BIG TOP HIT 
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Paramount, Famous Assign Pluggers | 
To Key Cities in Test Bally Drive 


An exploitation campaign which 
may set a new pattern for song- 
plugging is currently being pre- 
pared by Paramount and Famous 


Music, publishing subsidiaries of | 


Paramount Pictures. Plan, calling 
for concentrated and _ sustained 
disk jockey plugs of six records 
of the song, “Silver Bells,” in key 
cities, is designed to test the sell- 
ing power of these plugs. 

Firms will send out eight men 
for the week beginning Nov. 6. 
Each will be assigned a key city, 
in which they must remain during 
the entire week They will con- 
tact each disk jockey in the city, 
asking him to play the song as 
many times as possible per day 
over a six-day period. The cam- 
paign, incidentally, will 
nearly all the firms’ manpower. 

Once the week is completed, 
Paramount and Famous execs will 


compare sheet and record sales in | 


those areas with those of others 
not subjected to the concentrated 
plugs Test will be used as a 
“barometer,” and should it prove 
successful, the method will be 
used with other songs. 

Ed Wolpin, general manager of 


the firms, who is directing the 
campaign, cautioned, however, 
that the method cannot be used 


with every song, but that this was 
picked because it 
seller and because he feels it has 
the potential of breaking for a 
quick bit. Tune, a Christmas item 
which appears in the Paramount 
Bob Hope starrer, 


ston and Ray Evans. 


Cities involved are Kansas City, | 


Ft. Worth, Dallas, Portland (O.), 
Pittsburgh, Nashville, Memphis, 
St. Louis Columbus (O.), Dayton, 
Minneapolis and St. Paul. 
which will be plugged are by Bing 
Crosby and Carol Richards on 
Decca; Hugo Winterhalter, Dick 
Contino and the Fontane Sisters 
on Victor; Doris Day on Columbia; 
Margaret Whiting and 
Wakely on Capitol; Kitty Kallen 
and Richard Hayes on Mercury, 
and Shep Fields on M-G-M. 

In addition to the actual plugs 
involved for the song, Wolpin sees 
other advantages in the campaign. 
He points out that these week-long 
visits will enable the contactmen 
to get to know the key disk 
jockeys on a personal, rather than 
formal, level and will facilitate 
future deejay contact work. 

Latter point was one of the 


deploy | 


is a seasonal | 


“Lemon Drop | 


Kid,” was written by Jay Living- | 


Records | 


Jimmy | 





= 





angles stressed by Edwin H. 
| Serets Music in its free distribu- 
tion to television stations of tele- 
|pix synchronized to recordings of 
its tunes. While the number of 
‘these telepix distributed to indie | 
'video stations throughout’ the 
‘country was limited, they were 
| demonstrated by the organization’s 
key contactmen. Feeling was that 
the contacts made among station 
|'managers and music directors on 
the teevee stations by the firm 
were well worth the cost of the 
films. 


MIKE SUKIN PRO MGR. 
FOR VALANDO FIRMS 


| In a move to expand his opera- 
| tions, Tommy Valando last week 
| appointed Mike Sukin professional 





manager of his two firms, Laurel 
and Valando Music. Since forma- 
tion of the firms, three years ago, 
Valando has handled all executive 
and professional duties himself. 
Sukin took over his new post Fri- 
day (20). 

Sukin was associated with Irving 
Berlin, Inc., from 1937 to 1946, 
remaining with the firm after the 
split with Saul Bourne that 
changed the name to Irving Berlin 
| Music Co, In the latter period he 
was assistant to professional man- | 
ager Dave Dreyer. In 1946, he 
|and Dreyer left Berlin to form 
Dreyer Music, and Sukin repped | 
the firm on the Coast until last | 
| April, when the partnership was | 
dissolved, with Dreyer retaining | 
| the company. Sukin since then 
| has been in a couple of Coast pub- 
| lishing ventures. 


up has, aside from Valando and 


Sulkin, a couple of contactmen in 
New York, Benny Miller on the 
Coast, and nu regular man in Chi- 
cago. 





Petrillo Denies Forced 


AFM Political Contrib 


Chicago, Oct. 24. 
James C. Petrillo, prexy of the 
| American Federation of Musicians, 
| denied last week that he had tried 
\to muscle bandleaders into making 
contributions to the American 
Federation of Labor’s political arm, 





For Christmas 


C-H-R-I-S-T-M-A-S 


and 


THE MERRY 
CHRISTMAS POLKA 


For the Winter Season 


FROSTY 


| Labor's League for Political Edu- 


cation. He nonetheless criticized 
'AFL’s 105 other’ international 
unions for laxity in collecting 
funds. 


Petrillo admitted he had ordered 
|leaders of 40 orchs to his office 
here to explain that the maestroes 
had fallen $2,000 short of the $10,- 
000 quota he had set for them. 
Name bandleaders charged last 
June that Petrillo had forced them 
to give as much as $200 each to 


Present Laurel] professional set- | 
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This Last Pig ieizialitizisiziszizisi t 
wk. wk. Title and Publisher | O!ls!m eiaie@lola l\e2ia!isi; s 
1 1  “All- My Love” (Mills)........... , = $.8 6 8 € 8-31 1 3 @ 
2 3 “Mona Lisa” (Paramount). . err 3 5 3 @ 3’ 6 4 $3 4 3 5 3 87 
3 2 “Goodnight Irene” (Spencer) oa ee 1 ae 1 1 5 1 9 6 4 80 
4 4 “La Vie En Rose” (Harms)...... + 3 2 2 4 s § 8 8 _.. 6 79 
5 5 “Can Anyone Explain” (Valando). Oo @. §€ 1.8 § 3 «YS. 3 .. 8 
6 7 “Harbor Lights” (Chappell) Se Oo ee Bs ee oo” 
7 8 “Lady of Fatima” (Robbins)... ce... ss Winn ££. We 
8 6 “Simple Melody” (Berlin) 9 S$ 4... 5 6 .. 7 7 31 
9... “Orange Colored Sky” (Frank) SB\8 is wer 7 a ss = 
10 10 “Sam’s Song” (Weiss)............ y 8 7 9 5... «68 18 
11 10 “Nevertheless” (Crawford) 8 10 2 Pe ee ee 14 
12. “You Wonderful You” (Miller). - : m: OO a 3 12 
13 9 “Thinking of You” (Remick)..... > 9 7 9 8 4 - 1l 
1s “Patricia” (BVC)................ 10 me ee 4 9 10 
15 “Beloved Be Faithful” (Pickwick). 6 9 “7 








Ist Break In 


Long Efforts For | 


AFRA-Disk Deal 


Initial break in the protracted 
effort of the American Federation 
of Radio Artists to obtain a union 
deal for non-musiciun recording 
| talent will take place today . Wed.) 
{when the major diskeries are final- 
ily slated to make a counter-offer 
to AFRA’s original demands. AFRA 
execs have been burning at the al- 
leged stalling by the diskeries in 
the sporadic negotiations that have 
been going on in New York for the 
past several months. 

Yielding in principle to AFRA’s 
‘demands for jurisdiction over nar- 
rators, vocalists and choral grou) 
members, reps of the major plat- 
{ter companies are reportedly ask- 


| pressing would become hazardous. 


| Currently, 


ing for exemption of folk and west- | 


|ern artists from any scales to be set | 


Singer Billy Daniels 


legalities, it’s understood, are also | 


| uP under a union pact. Diskery 


| proposing that AFRA’s jurisdiction | 
ibe limited to several key cities | 


where the major artists hold their 
| waxing sessions. 

| These two counter-proposals to 
| AFRA’s demands for blanket juris- 
diction is seen motivated by the 
|companies’ aim to hold costs to 
their present level in the subsidiary 
pop fields such as folk, blues and 





HILL & RANGE Songs, Inc., N. Y. 


the political fund. rhythm. Establishment of any 
“Anybody who made a crack like AFRA minimums for soloists or 
that is a liar,” Petrillo said last choral singers would skyrocket 


THE SNOWMAN 








| 


with productior costs 
held down to a minimum, the ma- 
jor diskeries can break even, or 
better, with a sale of about 15,000 
on the average folk disk. With 
major .artists on the regular pop 
label, a sale of nearer 50,000 is 
needed just to cover the produc- 
tion nut. 

Diskery reps are also slated to 
propose hourly wage scales that 
will be considerably ‘ess than the 
schedule put forward in AFRA’s 
demands. Union originally drew 
up a complicated rate schedule 
which covered all types of non- 
musician performances and estab- 
lished minimum rates sliding from 
$10 hourly rehearsal fees to $75 
per side for soloists. 

Ken Raine and Frank Reel are 
handling the union’s negotiations 
while Ken Raine, Columbia Rec- 
ords legalite, is heading the com- 
pany bargaining group, which com- 
prises Columbia, RCA Victor, Capi- 
tol and M-G-M. Decca has not yet 
been involved in the bargaining 
sessions. 





Signs With Mercury 


Mercury Records last week 
signed singer Billy Daniels to a 
one-year contract with one-year op- 
tions. Nitery singer, years ago, re- 
corded for Apollo Records, but 
hasn’t had any recent recording 
activity. 

Deal was set by Joe Carlton, 
eastern sales veepee and artist and 
repertoire chief tor Mercury, and 
Chauncy Olman, attorney repping 


| week. ;costs to a level where prestante | the singer. 


/union’s annual 


‘AFM UPHOLDS PURGE — 
OF MEMBER AS COMMIE 


Launching a purge of Commu- 
nists, American Federation of Mu- 
sicians exec board last week up- 
held expulsion of a member from 
AFM Local 60, Pittsburgh, for ale 
leged Communist party affiliation, 
Member expelled, Max Mandel, 
was named as a Communist by an 
FBI undercover agent, Matthew 
Cvetic. 

Mandel admitted that he had 
been a Communist party member 
until late 1948 but contended that 
his resignation from that organi- 
zation later rendered him not liable 
for expulsion under the AFM’s 1940 
bylaw outlawing Commies from 
the union. AFM prexy James C. 
Petrillo granted Mandel time to 
prove his claim of resignation from 
the party, but when he failed to do 
so, the AFM board rejected his 
appeal. 

Mandel can appeal the interna- 
tional exec board’s action at the 
convention next 


June. 














NEW REVIVALS 


‘| Don’t Mind 
Being All Alone’ 


‘Exactly Like You’ 


ae 
Standards by - 


Jimmy McHugh 



































It’s NEW, it's DIFFERENT — and it's a SMASH 


CHRISTMAS IN KILLARNEY 


Already Recorded by DENNIS DAY—Victor, and PERCY FAITH—Columbia. Watch for further recordings. 


REMICK 























fale 


the voice.” 


“An artist of heart as well as of 


HARRISON CARROLL 
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—o 3ORDON JENKINS (Decca) soaeaiteata 
1 1 “Goodnight Irene”—27077....... 4 3 2 1 1 5 7 6 2 68 





La) 
=] 
b 
«J 





ur 











- SAMMY KAYE (Columbia) 

2 4 “Harbor Lights”—38963......... = = = SS eee ae 

a AMES BROS. (Coral) 

3 2 “Can Anyone Explain”—60253... 7 .. 6 8 .. .. .. 3 2 a 
7 PATTI PAGE (Mercury) 

4 3 “All My Love’—5455............ eae ee eee ee ee oe 


NAT “KING” COLE (Capitol) 












































5 5 “Mona Lisa”—1010.............. wu ££. ~~ ££ 2% eS... . ££ = 
NG-GARY CROSBY (Decca) ey eee , . De — nF 

6A 6 “Simple Melody”—27112......... Pee eae ae Pe ee and His Pennsylvanians 
KAY STARR (Capitol) eaarene 

6B 7 #£=“Bonaparte’s Retreat”’—935...... .. Boy 0 ee 4 Se o¢ «¢ ss 2 2 Se 
KAY STARR-T. ERNIE (Capitol) eames 

6C 12 “Pil Never Be Free”—1124...... fo oe ae Oe 2 ee 
ages ~ ‘TONY MARTIN (Victor) : 

7  § “La Vie En Rose”’—20-3819...... Te 2 Tee ae ee ee eee 

“STAN KENTON-N. COLE (Cap) 

8 13 “Orange Colored Sky”—1184..... .. =? 2 Rox re o° o° se o« o° 18 
ve DEAN MARTIN (Capitol) 

9A 9 “I'll Always Love You”—1028.... 9 5 .. .. .. ee ji ae ae Cae 17 

sce DON CHERRY (Decca) _ 

9B 11 “Thinking of You”—27128....... oe ae eS, a aa ae ee ae a ee ee | 
aie DENNIS DAY (Victor) . 

10 .. “AI My Love”’—20-3870......... ete ee ee es eS le ee 

BING-GARY CROSBY (Decca) ’ 

11 16 “Sam’s Song"—27112............ oo — 2 a ae Seo ee ee eae 

) G. JENKINS-A. SHAW (Decca) 
12 %4 “I’m Blowing Bubbles”—27186... 3 .. .. .. a ae ae ae oe ee 11 

- A 17 + i ogg gia 3920 

13: “Our Lady of Fatima”—20- — ae oe eae oe ae ae eae ae ee ee ee Oo f 
~ PERRY COMO (Victor) Just Released! 
13B_ ..  “Patricia”—20-3905 ............. Ta a a ae See ae a oe ee hoe ee luv His Two Always Popular Themes! 


SAMMY KAYE (Victor) 


13C_.. “World Waiting Sunrise”—20-3181 .. .. .. .. 1 .. .. 0. 0. 0. 10 | 44 9 
PAUL WESTON (Columbia) f 
13D 14 “Nevertheless’”’—38982 .......... eae eee ee ee ee ae a eRe 5 10 


RED FOLEY (Decca) 




















14A 17 “Our Lady of Fatima”—14526... .. .. .. .. .. .. 7 6 .. .. .. .. 9 AND 
EDDIE FISHER (Victor) 
ae, eee ee ee eee ee eer ee 44 77 
L. CARSON-WHIZ KIDS (Discov. 
14C_..  “Molassés, Molasses”—531....... i ao ae oe ae ae ee ee ee eee ee 9 d' 
FITZGERALD-ARMSTRONG (D) 
140... Sie AG ETI in i i Bs gs is ve ts ss DECCA 27237 AND *9-27237 
BING CROSBY (Decca) * Indicat 45 RPM ion. 
14E “Harbor Lights’—27119......... 2 9 || sss. paseo 
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ae ee ee in DECCA 27112 PLAY A SIMPLE MELODY . 

Label Records Points | Label Records Points and *9-271!2 SAM'S SONG ; 
Decca ..... iMsmedtadessaeed ss 165 | Coral ...... jeeeeeent é-tenavers 1 35 GARY CROSBY AND FRIEND 
Capitol ..... cvedecccccccoces.» & 117 Mercury se cecccccccccccoccces. I 30 DECCA 27077 GOODNIGHT IRENE 
pameeeads Fer RAAetanntangnane > 6 | Discovery $60506c00660en00060.4 2 9 and *9.27077 TZENA TZENA TZENA 

sone manner iotniaiaea : : : ) . : : GORDON JENKINS AND THE WEAVERS 
THREE LITTLE SOUTH PACIFIC SUMMER STOCK | ANNIE GET YOUR TEA FOR TWO por gee peng A a 

F I V E T O P sat te . Broadway Cas? Hollywood Cast | GUN Hollywood Cast GUY LOMBARDO 
ALBUMS “M-G-M. | Columbia M-G-M =| Hellyweed Cast | = Columbia DECCA 27128 THINKING OF YOU 
M-G-M53 MM850 M-G-M56 M-G-M C215 and *9-27128 HERE IN MY ARMS 

E516 ML4180 E519 | E509 CL6149 DON CHERRY 




















_ | DECCA 27219 HARBOR LIGHTS 
7 oo ee ee o a and *9-27219 BEYOND THE REEF 


ee ee oe ‘Sues Leeds Co., Others DECCA 27006 BELOVED, BE FAITHFUL re, 








WELK BOOKED SOLIDLY 



































Retail Disk Best Seller ‘ "9 
THRU WINTER SEASON “Goodnight Irene” In N.Y. on ‘Comme Ci’) | end *9-27006 YOU DREAMER YOU 
Hollywood, Oct. 24 Gone See ee pe An infringement suit brought in RUSS MORGAN 
awr an ch ¢ poet = a ee : N. Y. supreme court by Nathaniel DECCA 14526 OUR LADY OF FATIMA 
Lawrence Welk orch tees a solid “Most Requested” Disk | AN. supre! ieee e * 
wintes: at ie : “All My Love” E Reed against Leeds Music Corp., and *9-14526 THE ROSARY 
gagements tonight All My Love “j ; ‘ ,Y 
oT , Seller on Coin Machines Paris Music, 'nec. and Ray Ventura RED FOLEY 
rues.) with a one-shot appearance “Goodnight | 99 was tossed out last week by Jus- 
n “Cay ” oN Goodnight Irene ; , ; we DECCA 27118 ALL MY LOVE 
on “Cavaleade of Bands,” New Best British Seller {tice Benedict D. Dineen. Jurist d *9-27118 THE SWISS BELLRINGER 
York teleshow. Band gets a fiat | “Silver Dollar” | pointed out that his court lacks | - n 
69 5 7 ' , jurisdiction over such cases. | GUY LOMBARDO 
<.900 for the stint on the video J 
“eb program sideman scale for aga —pum me Wise semaine DECCA 27202 A RAINY DAY REFRAIN 
which i a BMI Shifts Dolberg To |Like You” prior to 1922, Reed and *9-27202 THE GLORY OF LOVE 
‘hich is $100 apiece. | charges that the defendants lifted ! 
Py a . ° nie by guar > ANDREWS SISTERS and GUY LOMBARDO 
Next Tuesday (31), Welk opens a Station Relations Job his tune in their “Comme Ci, , 
12-day stand at the Meadowbrook, Comme Ca.” The infringement,; | DECCA 2721! T. D."S BOOGIE WOOGIE 
Cedar Grove, N. J., at $2,500 week-| Glenn Dolberg, Coast rep for plaintiff alleges. was done “know-| | and *9-27211 OPUS TWO 
ly against 60° of the covers. On | Broadcast Music, Inc. is being gly and with intent to defraud.” | TOMMY DORSEY 
Nov. 13, band starts a fortnight | transferred to the organization’s ' Reed’s suit sought an injunction, | * Indicates 45 RPM version. 








at the Statler hotel, Washington, | _ a an accounting of profits and dam- * 
at a flat $2,750 weekly and then | New York homeoffice to fill the | ages. Presumably the action will Single Records 75c each (plus tax) 


one-nights its way to Buffalo for a newly-created post of director of , be transferred to Federal court, 
its 12-13 stand at $3,000 per | station relations. Move becomes, Which decides copyright disputes. 
week. On Christmas Day, Welk! efective at the start of next year | 
as ) year | 
NEW OHIO DISTRIB 


comes back to the Trianon ball-} , 
room, Chi - hi and was aimed to ease the chores | —_ ® 
ee fer hie 18th. date ‘of Roy Harlow, BMI vice-prexy in| Ohio Record Distributor Co., | \} 
pet 








a nye / -F 7 
here a 7 ¢ A America’s: Fastest 
are an ais gears, receiving $2,500 | charge of station service. new distribution firm covering © R r] S 
Cc 


per week for six weeks. : , . as 
During all this time, of course,| .Dolberg was formerly program Morthern Ohio, was set up last) 


band continues to play the Wed- director of the Don Lee network week in Cleveland. aa 
nesday night Miller Brewery pro- | on the Coast and subsequently pro- | Headed by Nate Kulkin, former- 





aes) — a ae 
= Selling=Records! 
fram on ABC at $2,500 weekly, out gram director of KPO, NBC af- | ly with Ben Art Distributing, new & ear” r Whe ee ; 


of which figure Welk pays all tal-_ filiate in San Francisco. He joined firm will handle London, eae 
ent costs for the half-hour layout.’ BMI in 1944. ; Aladdin and Imperial labels. 
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New York 


Columbia a & r chief. Mitch 
Miller on week's vacation in 
Florida .. . Sid Mills, Mills Music 


pro manager, in Chi on biz 

Happy Goday in from Coast to 0.0. 
New York end of his Goday Music 
operation .. . songwriter Lou Alter 
off on two-week disk jockey tour 


to Chi and back to plug Gordon 
Jenkins-Bill Kenny record of his 
tune, “Stranger in the City 

Deeiay promoter Kitty Carr back 
at work with the Jimmy Saunders 
account after layoff of a few 
months Don MecGrane orch 
into Schroeder hotel, Milwaukee, 
Nov. 7 for two weeks ASCAP 
prexy Oito Harbach and copyright 


Shulman and Sid- 
in Washington tor 
copyright confer- 


attorneys John 
ney Wattenberg 
international 
ences 


General Artists Corp. added 
singers Carlos Ramirez and Bob 
Parrish to its talent fold . Mau- 


rice Levine, recently ‘signed by 
Music Corp. of America, has exited 
as conductor for the legiter, “Lost 
in the Stars currently on the 
; Peter Tana Trio, which 
vi Stage Coach Inn 
Soutt i re nsSackK N J about 
e ht we 1790. held over at the 
spot nd nitely Vinny De- 
Campo, former vocalist with Harry 
James’ 01 has joined the ‘Kate 
Smith S ’ on NBC-TV , Joe 
Morr s’ orch and Laurie Tate, who 
sings it the band, signed bs 
Shaw Artists Corp 
Chicago 
Douz Craig set to pen music for 
Don MeNei'l tele show Suddy 
-ich with combo into Capitol 
Lounge here Nov. 4 for one month 
Henry Busse inked for Royal 
Steak House, Jackson, Miss., Nov. 
20 for a week Lorry Raine 
waxing for London next week... 
Jack Perrin, Ivy Publishing Co. 
head. in from the Coast Don 
McGrane set for Schroeder hotel, 
Milwaukee, Nov. 6 for two weeks. 


Ken Harr'’s orch into hostelry Dec. 
5 for three . .. Louis Prima signed 
for Chase hotel, St. Louis, Nov. 3 


for two weeks warbler Art 
Morton joined the Blackhawk’s 
“Roaring ’20s"” company ... Ralph 
Flanagan set for Circle theatre, 
Indianapolis, Dec. 8 for one week 

Russ Carlyle bend to Rice 


hotel, Houston, Nov. 3 for three 
weeks ... Al Levy, Fran Allison’s 
p.m., in from New York... singer 
Bob Vincent lacquered four sides 
for ‘King Records last week Kes 
Max Milter quartet to Blue Note, 
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On The Upbeat 


(Chi, Nov. 10... Ken Griffin peg- 


ged for Princess theatre, Bloom- 
ington, Ind., Nov. 7; Indiana the- 
atre, Bedford, Ind., Nov. 8; Rivoli 
theatre, Muncie, Ind., Nov. 9... 
Dick Jurgens moves into Aragon 
Xmas eve for three-month roost 
a Ted Weems to Trocadero, 
Henderson, Ky., Dec. 8 for one 
week Natt Hale, Columbia 
midwest exploitation topper, in ad- 
vance of Sammy Kave tour. 


Hollywood 


Jerry Gray band, which one- 
nighted at the Trianon, locally, 
last Saturday 21) repeats this 
Saturday (28 Ray Robbins 
band set far a seven-week stint at 
the Hotel New Yorker, N. Y., start- 
ing Nov. 16 Charlie Barnet 


forming a new band with a definite 
sweet beat. . Ike Carpenter orch 
booked for a series of one-nighters 
for college dances, teeing with a 
U. of Oregon date at Eugene, Ore., 


Nov. 4 at a flat $1,500. Crew just 
wound a month-long stand at the 
Skvliner Club, Fort Worth, at 
$2 000 weekl 
Pittsburgh 
Pat McCauley, former guitarist 
with Bill Bickel’s Starliters, 
formed his own trio and opened 
Monday (23) at Carnival Loun 
Mel Torme booked into Bill 
Green’s for two weeks beginning 
Nov. 3 Billy Catizone three- 


some, long at Hotel William Penn's 


Continental Bar, into Roosevelt ho- 
tel’s new Sylvan Room Nick 
Covato’s zany band checked into 
Hotel West, Sioux City, Ia., for an 
indefinite stretch Maurice 
Snitalny draws maestro chores 
when Penn theatre plays Dick 
Haymes-Eileen Barton-3 Stooges 
stage show week of Nov. 2 : 
Dave Tamburi filling in at piano 
for Bobby Cardil!o with latter's 


band at Monte Car'o while Cardillo 
is honeymooning in Florida : 
Ralph and Buddy Bonds, twin- 
organists, wind up a 10-week stay 
at Bill Green's Cocktail Lounge 
Friday (27) Jimmy Morgan, 
who gave up his own band because 
of impending army service, joined 
Blue Barron for couple of weeks 
before going into uniform. 


Strike Hits Granz B.0. 


Pittsburgh, Oct. 24. 

Newspaper strike hurt one-night 
engagement last week of Norman 
Granz’ “Jazz at Philharmonic” at 
Syria Mosque. Concert had a good 
pre-sale since event had been pret- 
ty well publicized before dailies 
went off the streets, but window | 
sale was practically nil and take, 
was practically all advance. 
Playing 3,800-seat auditorium, | 
Granz all-stars drew only around | 


half a house and under $4,500, | 
about half what Billy Eckstine-| 
George Shearing appearance had | 


done two nights earlier. Eckstine | 
and Shearing, however, had plenty | 
of space before the strike, and be- | 
sides they were sponsored by a 
local organization, The Guardsmen, | 
and gave the sale a personal push. 
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Continued from page 43 


and means of modifying the plan 
to iron out “inequities.” 

4. Another group of writers 
asked for an investigation into the 
actual method of computation, 
averring that the discrepancies be- 
tween the theoretical limits a 
writer could rise or fall and the 
actual raises or cuts in their checks 
were so great as to cause belief 
that there were errors in the com- 
putation 

Russell. said he would ask for 
institution of a modification of the 
old system, based on 75° seniority 
and 25° current activity or per- 
formance Certain other modifi- 
cations, such as an impersonal pro- 
motion or reclassification system, 
would temper the plan. Russell 
also proposes creation of an “‘im- 
mortal classification, for such com- 


posers as Vietor Herbert, George 
Gershwin, etc. 

Under the new system, 12° of 
the funds payable is immediately 


withdrawn for classification adjust- 


ments and _ individual hardship 
case Of the remainder. 20‘ is 
distributed on ft b of current 
pertormances, 60 on the basis of 
a five-year average of perform 
inces, and 20 on the basis of 
seniorit Seniority is determined 
by iltiplying the number of years 


the writer's catalog has been avail- 


able by his five-year average. The 
five-year average is then classified 
into a point system under which 
there are certain checks’ which 
prevent the writer from rising or 
falling too rapidly. So even though 
a writer’s five-year activity might 
call for a drop of 300 points, the 
farthest he can fall is 100 points. 

The fact that this protection 


against sudden drops in some cases 
did not prevent sharp declines in 
income what led many writers 
to believe the computation was 
snafued. One writer in the So- 
ciety for 36 years dropped from 
$750 to $150 in this quarter. Point 
system is supposed to prevent this. 
Another complaint against the 
plan is that the five-year perform- 
ance average has too great an effect 
on seniority, i.e., that the five-year 
average not only determines 60°‘ 
of income, but also affects the 20% 


1s 


|}of income derived from seniority. 


This places older and inactive writ- 
ers in a sort of double jeopardy, 


lit’s said. 


Along the latter lines, a common 
plaint was that widows and estates 
were suffering under the new plan. 
Pictures were painted by writers 
of widows losing their key source 
of income through a condition over 
which they have no control or un- 
derstanding. 

‘Many Inequities’ 

Among the protesting writers, 
however, is a strong faction which 
new plan 
but feels there are many inequities 
to be removed as demonstrated by 
this first distribution. Most of the 
members of this faction led the 
fight for the new plan, but are 
better in their feeling that the pres- 
ent inadequacies of the plan are 
a result of the fact that it was in- 
terpreted and set into operation 
“by the very people who opposed 
it,” namely, the ASCAP board. 

On the other side of the fence, 
there are many writers who feel 


The top 30 songs of the week 


based on the copyright Audience 
lar Music Broadcast ov 


of Research, Inc., Dr. John G. Pt 


I See a Million People 


I'm In the Middle of a Riddle 


+ Filmusical. * Legit musical. 





Songs With Largest Radio Audience 


Survey Week of Oct. 13-19, 1950 


the copyrighted Audience Coverage Index Survey of Popular 
Music Broadcast over Radio Networks. Published by the Office of 


Research, Inc., Dr. John G, Peatman, Director. Alphabetically 

listed. 

A Marshmallow World ....... Mieka aero ae we oes napiro-B 

PS Re eS ea ee ck ee eee ee oesecé sts 

Beloved Be Faithful spate aie cee eee ei avene Pickwick 

Best Thing For You—*‘‘Call Me Madam” ......... Berlin 

PONTE © TROUKORE. 6k oi bk es bane bow twaweeees Acuff-Rose 

CO POS PI Maee . a. «60:5 oe cede seine nels die 6 eee Valando 

eG re POI 10 CIMORS. 6 6.4 vba ws cdlecreSeKebeswead. Advanced 

Do I Worry were re eee: 

Dream A Little Dream Of Me.........cicccecer Words-Music 

Friendly Star—*“Summer Stock” ...........cccee. Feist 

IE I oe oo ro Sas Rid cv dee nw oe bee Rees Spencer 

Harbor Lights 5 ime Aisa eee Chappell 

Here Comes the Fattest Man In Town............ Life 

High On the List—*“‘Mr. Music” ................-. Burke-VH 

h Crosse Bry Pimeers .. «ii... ncaccoesacccecdone United 

I Love the Guy (I Love the Girl) ............ ; . Shapiro-B 

I’m Forever Blowing Bubbles ................... Remick 

It Looks Like a Cold Cold Winter................ Lombardo 

UGE SO E RHIVE! SEOE ois cd 6 ek oss kee es we Orew eee ABC 

en WME IN) nets a ugrlalec De elm Getic ieee eee Saga Harms 

Ae eo) | rr 2 a eee ee Robbins 

ee MERINO NCAR so Ten te fleck o cck eae dv edie amples FAA aE OSA Knick’b’ck’'r 

Mona Lisa—7“Captain Carey, U. S. A.”........... Paramount 

Nevertheless Pmree TAME WGOPGS ...<sccicanas Chappell 

Piny Byte DlCMWOY 5 <6 ose cas 45s eaenaweeneen Berlin 

UNE PINE 5.3 Gayo erased wk Dae oes & hb ioe RAS Weiss 

RF PNIRIR es phe 5 chp ila cid ne ane e hel Oy Sheers Witmark 

Thinking Of You ‘“Tnree Little Words” «..<<i<.<. Remick 

Third Man Theme ged Wes UR ll Or ie Chappell 

SOMient me wenger TO Me .. c. ics sece ob eaeeeds Life 

Tzena Tzena Tzena Undeterm’ed 
The remaining 20 songs of the week (more in case of ties), 


'r Radio Networks 


atman, Nirector. 


listed 

A Bushel and a Peck “Guys and Dolls” ..;.<<; Morris 

A MeOMy FOG TCITAIN 6.06 4.05s occ ens a vnde wavedes ox Leeds 
Daddy's Little Boy 50 ae abd’ 64a On 

Don’t Rock the Boat Dear—7*‘‘My Blue Heaven” ... Morris 
Frosty the Snow Man .. Hill & Range 


I Don’t Care If the Sun Don’t Shine 


I'll Always Love You—7“My Friend Irma Goes West’ Famous 


meep Your Eyes on the Stars ... .....ccsccccccece Campbell 
Life Is So Peculiar—t“Mr. Music” ......ccccceces Burke-VH 
IMIGIO, DORMBUNO: AHO BNO oo a.6 55.5560 4:54:10 2.66 b aereeearewe Bourne 
ae SPCGON SPUMONINS 6k io ie cane sa eeu 4 Gk mew Smee Life 

SNES cece tae Pet costae ce evap bard oad weak aE Peet Fox 
Jcarina——* Call Me MAGaSM” . .. ...sdcoecsdvcieecs Berlin 

Our very Own—T"Our Very Own”... .ccccsccccce: Spitzer 
Patricia Nigh ania Aiea hcg ORR ETRE Rte wipe acces ee eke BVC 

SPU RRMIINN cer nes 0 Oh oka, Sold ee Pad gee gal a he ae Duchess 
Punky Punkin Re ee ere erie Paxton 
Rudolph the Red-Nosed Reindeer ...............2-. St. Nicholas 
Wwoere 10 iGo From You .. 3... ..isc.iccwveces ee sj 
Why Fight the Feeling—*‘‘Let’s Dance” ..... ooceee- Paramount 
You Wonderful You—7‘‘Summer Stock” ..... os oe Miller 
You’ve Got Me Crying Again ............. eeaedass WOOERG 


(more in case of ties), based on 


Coverage Index Survey of Popu- 
Published by the Office 
Alphabetically 


Famous 
Mellin 


... Robbins 








people may suffer,” they declare, | 
“but we've got to let the chips fall 
as they may.” 

On the other hand, some of the 
very writers who have been ad- 
vanced now are wondering just 
how the new plan will affect them 
in years to come. While new plan 
benefits them via their current ac- 
tivity, what security will it offer for 
the future, they ask. This latter 
point will undoubtedly be a basis 
of argument among those writers 
seeking to return to a modification 
of the éld distribution method. 

One other protest registered by 


|many of the younger writers is di- 


the new plan is perfectly satisfac- | 


;tory, that performunces are 
only true basis for income. 
\feel that since the Society is a 
performing rights society, deriving 
its income from performances, the 
money collected should in all fair- 
ness be distributed on the basis 
of performance. They admit the 
|plan has its imperfections, but 
they are strongly opposed to any 
return to the old system. 

They point out that the young 
but active writers who have been 
getting little or nothing under the 
|old plan now receive a considera- 
|tion in proportion to their merits. 
| They feel that now promotion is 
| based on merit, not on “personal 
| considerations.” They declare that 


the 


They | 


| to be operated on tomorrow. 


rected against the alleged action 
taken just prior to computation of 
the October payments to raise the 
classifications of many inactive 
writers to protect them against any 
sharp decline in income. But to 
judge from the heated protests 
from the other quarter, the reclass- 
ifications didn't seem to mean too 
much. 


Kaye’s Dad’s Kidney 


Miami Beach, Oct. 24. 

The Jesse Kayes (Lillian Shade) 
are still here, waiting on the 
M-G-M Records executive’s father 
Sam 
Kaye, around 60 is undergoing a 
kidney op. 

Kaye, who heads M-G-M Records 





| the new plan is an incentive for the | operations in Hollywood, stopped 
younger writers to sit down and_/ off here en route home following a 


| write. 


It’s unfortunate that some! New York homeoffice confab. 


Choral Press of Evanston, IIL, 
joined SESAC, Inc. New publish- 
ing affiliate has an_ extensive 
choral catalog. 
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Inside Orchestras—Music 


Ex-bandleader Larry Clinton, who in the past couple of years has 
been confining his activities to writing, both songs and stories, is slated 
for public attention through the latter medium. Clinton will have a 
fiction piece, “A Way With Women,” published in. the Dec. 2 issue of 


the Saturday Evening Post. 
cations. 


He’s also placed stories with other publi- 
In the field of songwriting, Clinton currently is riding with 


“Molasses, Molasses,” which he’s also recorded under the name of 


Lenny Carson on the Discovery label. 


Clinton spiked rumors that he 


was going to regroup his band by saying he intends to confine himself 
to writing—both kinds—and recording as a single. 





Anent current claims for priority on “Write a Song” radio and TV | 
recalls that his 
Hunt” on WOR in 1936 played a year, the first series based on show- | 

Some 11 years later Ballard kidded the whole idea | 
by presenting his “songwriting machine” on the same station for 26 ' 
weeks, proving that a song could be written in four minutes. 
Universal 
from 


songsmith Pat Ballard 


formats, 


casing tyro writers. 


song Ballard adds. 
Treasure Hunt” 


good 


“Melody idea 


“Melody 


But not 
original 
Norman 


Pictures bought the 
Ballard and co-owner 


White while it was current on WOR and still own the film rights. 





Apparently it’s not enough that a lyricist has to supply the lyrics to 
a song—he also has to write rhymes with which to plug the song. 


Treasure | 


That’s the case with Jerry Kanner, one of the writers of Broadway 
Music’s “Christmas In My Heart.” General manager Dick Kuhn set 
Kanner to work writing a series of six Christmas-type doggerels, each 
ending with a plug for the song. Idea is to send out postcards to disk 
jockeys, starting with the first poem last week and sending out a new 
one every 10 days, wrapping up the campaign a couple of weeks before 
Christmas. 





STEP TAKEN TO CHANGE 
MPCE CONSTITUTION 


The initial step in revising the 
Music Publishers Contact Em- 
ployees’ constitution and bylaws 
was begun last Wednesday (18) at 
a N. Y. council meet when a mo- 
tion to cake such an action was 
brought up and seconded. It was 
announced at the meet that union’s 
attorney, N. Y. State Senator Fred 
G. Moritt, would work on the re- 
visions to be presented at the next 
council meet. About seven years 
have elapsed since the constitution 
was last changed. 

Union will hold its first general 
meeting since the summer hiatus 
today (Wed.) when Moritt will be 
introduced to the entire body for 
the first time. Incidentally, MPCE 
has launched its annual raffle, with 
the drawing scheduled for Dec. 7. | 
Three te!evision sets will go to the 
winners and three to those who 
sell the most raffles. 





RCA Expands Drive In | 
45 by 2 New Series 


In a broadening of its 45 rpm 
promotion campaign, RCA Victor is 
marketing two new series of 45 
album packages. 

First package, originally released | 
on three Victor Red Seal records, | 
comprises ‘‘Heart of a _ Ballet,’ | 
“Heart of the Symphony” and | 
“Heart of the Piano Concerto.” 
Second package series consists of 
three packages of three albums 
each, one featuring the music of 
Sigmund Romberg, the second Vic- 
tor Herbert and the third Jerome 
Kern, Rudolf Friml and Franz 
Lehar. Series is performed by Al | 
Goodman orch. 





= 





From M-G-M’'s Smash Musical 


‘SUMMER STOCK’”’ 
Storring Judy Garland and Gene Ken 
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Now Making His Personal Appear- 


'reenacted survey 


Col’s 3d ‘Hear It Now’ | 
Album Less Vivid Than 


Preceding Volumes 


Columbia Records’ third volume 
in the “I Can Hear It Now Series” 
maintains the high standards of 
objectivity previously set in this 
most notable project to groove the 
past 30 years on wax. But the| 
sweep, drama and humor which 
lifted the first volume to the top 
of the bestseller lists has been 
diluted into an academic, even 
though accurate, rewrite of history 
in the latest album. Just as the 
second volume was less vivid than 
the first, so is the third set more 
pallid than the second. 

Unlike the first two albums, 
which captured the period between 
1930 to 1950 by the use of actual 
voices, this volume is mostly a 
of the 1920’s. 
Because recordings from _ this 
decade were not available, actors 
were used to recreate the standout 
personalities on the American 
scene over that period. However 
good the impersonations of Wood- 
row Wilson, William Jennings 
Bryan, Clarence Darrow and others 
might be, they lack the impact of 
the real thing. As a result, this) 


mosphere, with the events back- | 
grounded by all the familiar net- 
work sound effects, artfully done 
but still artificially sounding. 
Opening with the post-World | 


War I controversy which raged | sings on the 


over this country’s entry into the | 
League of Nations, this volume) 
covers the period from Woodrow 
Wilson’s death to the stock market | 


into the early 1930’s for the inau- 


dent Franklin D. Roosevelt. 
final line of this volume, “We have 


is repeated in the first volume of 
this series. 


the notorious Scopes trial in which 
Bryan was pitted against Darrow | 


evolution. Also included is Sacco’s 
his electrocution, and short se-| 
quences of the leading sports 
events of the period. But the late | 
Graham McNamee’s narration of 
the “long count” in the second | 





ance with GENE AUTRY at The 
Rodeo, Boston Garden, Mass. 





St. Nicholas Music, Inc. 
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| pop and cafe material. Other pop 
|artists recording for the waxery 
,include Johnny Long’s orch and 
| Bettie 


’ | Clooney’s 
volume suffers from a studio at-| siq Nathan. 


| its first pop artists, vocalists Sylvia 


| the company made her first waxing 


crash of 1929, and then spills over | ;, 


. |in their pop fold include National 
guration address of the late Presi-| with Mileer Barton, Danny Scholl 
The! and the Galli 


nothing to fear but fear itself,”| Toqq: and Abbey with Lawrence 
| “Piano Roll” Cook. 


This volume also reconstructs | 


in the debate over the theory of, 


immortalizing speech just Refees | feenee 





Dempsey-Tunney fight cannot com-/| largest portion of the gravy. Pubs 
pare with Arthur Godfrey’s de-| like Hill & Range and Acuff-Rose, 
scription of the Franklin Delano) plus a flock of smaller firms, are 


Top Songs on TV 
(Alphabetically listed) 
Week of Oct. 13-19 

(Based on copyrighted Audi- 
ence Coverage Index and Au- 
dience Trend Index, published 
by Office of Research, Inc., Dr. 
John G. Peatman, director.) 





All My Love........... Mills 
La Vie En Rose ...... Harms 
Mona Lisa........ Paramount 
i Ser tre, BVC 
Tzena, Tzena...Undetermined 
5 Top Standards 
Charleston ; neg Harms 
I Want My Mama.....Robbins 
(Ne ere ree Hills 
My Blue Heaven..,.. Feist 
Whiffenpoof Song...... Miller 








Pop Upbeat For 
Indie Diskers 


Independent record companies, 
operating primarily in specialized 
fields, are showing an increasing 
tendency to invade the pop mar- 
ket. Though none of the compa- 
nies, most of which specialize in 
the blues and rhythm and hillbilly 
fields, are going into pop recording | 
on a large scale, a number have | 
been adding pop artists to their 
talent rosters. 

Reasons for this partial switch- | 
over to pop tunes includes one| 
company’s statement that it felt | 
it had reached the sales limit in| 
specialized selling and the only 
possible additional revenue would 
have to come from pop sales. An- 
other source noted that if an indie 
has a first with a hot pop number 
it can rege in more coin than} 
would be possible in a limited | 
field. The take, it was noted, can 
still be big even if the majors 
jump on the tune with name art- 
ists. Pointing this up was the com- 
paratively tremendous business 
done by Bullet with its recording 
of “Near You,” National with “If 
I Knew You Were Coming,” Vita- | 
coustics with “Peg o’ My Heart,” | 
Abbey with “Piano Roll Blues” and 
Tower with “Bewitched.” 

Most recent evidence of the pop 
trend was s<ing' Records’ signing 
last week of songstress Margaret 
Phelan, currently appearing at the 
Maisonette of the Hotel St. Regis, 
N. Y. Gal signed with the diskery 
for one year with a year’s option. 
During the first year she’ll record 
eight sides for King, using both 





Clooney, 
sister. 


Rosemary 

According to 
King’s prexy, com- 
pany plans to take on other pop 
talent. 

Jubilee Records recently signed 
Froos and Dick Brown. Latter 
“Stop the Music”’ air- 
er, while former in plattering for 


in 17 years. Other companies not 
primarily catering to the pop mar- 
et but which have some names 


Sisters; Rainbow 
with Buddy Williams and Dick 











Nashville Area 


———; Continued from page 43 


in selling folk platters in 
the south and western areas. 
While the N. Y. pubberies are 
trying to move into this field, 
the established publishers of folk 
music are still grabbing off the 











Trial Is Ordered on Col | STOCKHOLDERS REELECT 
Suit Vs. LP Price-Cutting/ INCUMBENT BMI SLATE 


Annual stockholders meeting of 
Broadcast Music, Inc., last week 
‘reelected for a one-year term the 
incumbent slate of officers. Also 
reelected for a year were the 14 
'members of the board of directors. 

Reelected to their posts were: 
Carl Haverlin, president; Sydney 
M. Kaye, veepee and general coun- 
sel; Robert J. Burton, publisher re- 


Immediate trial was ordered | 
| Monday (23) in Columbia Records’ 
| suit to stop price-cutting on LPs 
| by 10 New York retailers in alleged 
| of the state fair trades 
| uct. N. Y. Supreme Court Justice 
| Samuel Hofstadter assigned the 
| case to official referee Isidor Was- 





serman for trial within the next | lations veepee and assistant secre- 
: tary; Jean Geiringer, foreign rela- 
couple of weeks. awe , gi 
, , _ tions veepee; Ralph L. Harlow, sta- 
At the same time Justice Hof- 


tion relations veepee; Charles A. 
Wall, finance veepee and treasurer; 
Merritt «E. Tompkins, secretary; 
Alexander D. Nicol, comptroller, 
and Charles E. Lawrence, treas- 
urer. Justin Miller continues as 
chairman of the board and Kaye as 
vice-chairman. 


stadter -eserved decision on a mo- 
tion by Columbia for a temporary 
injunction to stop the price-cutting. 
Columbia charges the 10 retailers 
are acting in violation of the fair 
trades agreement of Sept. 8 setting 
minimum prices on LPs. 








| 
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“TIME TO S[4p7- 
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Sear 
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| Roosevelt funeral march or the on-| still coralling the big sellers de- 
'the-spot coverage of the Hinden-| spite an occasional number like 
burg dirigible disaster in the first “Fatima” and “It’s No Secret” 
volume, | (Leeds Music), which are snagged 
Edward R. Murrow delivers an-;| by pop pubs. 
other superlative commentary for| Established pubs in this area are 
this volume which he prepared in| much better attuned to the chang- 
collaboration with Fred W. Friend-|ing. musical styles in the folk 
ly. J. G. Gude produced. Herm. (hometowners justly frown upon 
the word, hillbilly, as a term of de- 
— rision) platter field. While several 
years ago, folk music was as stand- 
Duchin $ Hosp Furlough ardized as a minted coin, tastes 
Eddy Duchin is expected to take | have gradually developed to the 
‘another furlough from the Me-| point where a tune needs a novelty 
/morial hospital, N. Y., in about two angle in order to sell. In this re- 
weeks. Maestro has been taking | spect, folk music is following the 
occasional hospital respites from pattern of straight pop music in 
treatment of a prolonged infection. | the search for gimmicks. The slow 
Duchin, ailing for about eight | evolution of folk music into the 
weeks, was expected to resume pop format over the past decade, 
work in September, but a series of under the influence of network 
hotel dates booked by Music Corp. | radio, partially explains the easy 
of America had to be postponed in- interchangeability of tunes be- 











' definitely. }tween the two fields. 
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Night Club Reviews 


Blue Angel. N. Y. 
Barbara Cook, The Mad-Moi- 
selles (3), Waily Cox, The Weav- 
ers (4), Herman Chittison 3, Stu- 
art Ross, Harold Cooke; $4 mint- 
Mritm. 


The Blue Angel's bonifaces, Her- 
bert Jacoby and Max Gordon, have 
a season-follow-seasonal travail — 
fresh talent They're inveterate 
Danielbooners for new things 
making periodic excursions to the 
Coast and the Continent, which 
in the main keeps them more in 
the Cook’s tourist league thar in a 
p:enituce ol new faces Their 
q ts, however, average out pretty 
well, but just to make sure they 
maintain a talent-farming system 
that’s reminiscent of the minor 
leagues in relation to the majors. 
In their cese, it’s Gordon’s Green- 
wich Village bistro, the Vanguard, 
which for instance spawned two 
of the current layout’s his shlights— 
The Weavers (4) and Waily Cox 

Cox is a deadpan young comedi- 


an wiih a literate approach to his 
mono!o tic woes He’s of the 


genre in personality, 


including the Haroldlloyd goggles 
and he makes much capital of self- 
deprecating his anemic mien 

The Weavers, apart from Decea 
record breaks because of their vocal 
wccomp to Gordon Jenkins in his 

ena’ and “Irene” diskhits, hit a 
sincerity with their American folk- 


song style. They are three men and 


a girl, latter Ronnie Gilbert who 
merely vocals, whereas Pete See- 
ger and Fred Hellerman handle 
the banjo and guitar and the more 
adult Lee Hayes, said to be a for- 
mer Arkensas preacher, handles 
the introductories authoritatively. 


Deucing are the 
with a zany 
as their 


3 Mad-Moiselles 
style of vocal-comedics, 
madcap billing would in- 








dicate. Thoroughly unhibited they 
lend zing to the class Blue Angel. 
Barbara Cook, opener, is a blonde 
cuile. in her early teens, who 
evidences potentials with a vocal 
Style and a routine that still can’t 
DICK 
COURT | 
6 
an 


GENIE 


SAUNDERS 


“Courtship in Song” 
OPENING 


NORTHWEST 
IDAHO FALLS 


Thanks to JOE DANIELS 
Placed by EDDIE SMITH OFFICES 





|qualify as an 


| qualifying particularly as 








“act,” but will be 
heard from in time. The Herman 
Chittison Trio and Stuart Ross at 
the ivories are the expert musical 
interludes, per usual, and Harold 
Cooke does the intros without 
an em- 
cee. This is a chore Jacoby was 
given to but with the added din- 
ner business in the bar (front) 
room, of late, he is more the peri- 
petatic host The Blue Angel, as 
always tone and careful 
thought in ev detail, which fac- 
no small assets in the aura 
surrounding the successful opera- 
tion of this class room which at- 
tracts a discriminatin di- 


1 


nerally Abel 


imparts 
ers 


tors are 


ratner 
ence g¢ 


Minnesota Ter... Mpls. 
(HOTEL NICOLLET) 
Minneapolis, Oct. 21. 
Warren 2), Jack Durant, 
Go lly Orch wiILN Mildred 
- $1-$1.50 cover; $2.50-$3.50 


Fr 


A high 
song and 
back the 
Warren 
here, and 
Jack Durant. It’s a 
bination and the 
warm welcome. 


voltage combination of 


this show brings 


RCA-Victor 
for 


comedy 
singer Fran 


her second appearance 


introduces comedian 
happy 
pair 


com- 
recelve a 


Warren, in her 
gown projects plenty of 
With her fine-set of pipes 
siveness and the dramatic touches 
she invests her numbers, reveals 
hits maximum response at. this 
hospice. 

During her recital, 
by commendably brief verbal an- 
nouncements for her selections and 
assisted by her own pianist, she 
ks over with feeling and warmth 
“I’ve Got My Love to Keep Me 
Warm,” “Take Me in Your Arms,” 
“I Love the Guy,” “Over the Rain- 
bow,” “Look to the Rainbow,” “So 
in Love With You” and a ditty with 
comedy overtones, “When Your 
Fellow Gets Too Big tor His 
Britches,” for solid applause. 

Etfective knockabout and other 
clowning, gags mostly concerning 
wifie and mother-in-law, occasional 


Miss stunning 


glamor. 
persua- 


punctuated 


soc 


brief snatches of song and buries- 
que mimicry, interspersed with 
pratfalls, cartwheels and somer- 
saults, land Jack Durant in the 
upper laugh brackets. The high- 
light of his funmaking is an up- 
roarious scene between Sidney 
Greenstreet and Peter Lorre with 


the comedian a'ternately taking off 
both actors. Table occupants en- 
joyed stint immensely. 
Cecil Golly’s orchestra 
vocalist, Mildred Stanley, 
usual fine fettle. 
for dinner show 


and its 
are in 
Room well filled 
Friday (20). 

Rees. 
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| the 


routines, 


Moeambo, H’wood 
Hollywood, Oct. 17. 
Herb Shriner Eddie Oliver Orch 
(7); Latin-Aires (5); cover: $1.50- 
$2 


Slick sophisticates who frequent 
this Sunset Strip swankery having 
lent a willing, if not avid ear, to 
homey entertaining of bal- 
ladeer Josh White, Charlie Morri- 
son has come up with another off- 
beat booking with a homespun 
theme in Herb Shriner. His down- 
to-earth chuckle comment prob- 
ably won't rack up any new 
tendance records at the Mocambo, 
but it should keep the spot on the 
black side of the ledger for another 
fortnight. 

How many 
trv-st\ la 
stand is 
ever 

Shriner is 


ai- 


these coun- 
ainers this spot can 
problematical how- 


more of 
entert 
highly 


on eas\ en 
comic with a shy manner and a 
slow drawl. His routine touches on 
the simple things of life back home 
in Indiana, like the thrill of watch- 
ing the barber give haircuts or the 
beauty contest which no one won. 
It isn’t uproariously funny, but 
Shriner manages to snag a steady 
flow of smiles and chuckles. When- 
ever there’s a lag, Shriner regains 
attention with some harmon- 
ica stutt 

Routine, overlong 
night, could stand 
ing. Portions of it are topical, in- 
cluding discussions of the draft, 
taxes, etc and it occasionally 
doesn’t measure up to the delivery. 
But, shucks, a feller just does the 
best, he's with what he's got 
to work with. 

Eddie Oliver orch gets into the 
act briefly to provide backing for 
Shriner's harmonies and continues 
to dispense the dance beat with 

also-holdover Latin-Aires tak- 


the 
ing care of the Latune division. 
Kap. 


okay 


on opening 
some sharpen- 


able 


Latin Quarter. Boston 
Boston, Oct. 22. 


Ames Bros. . Artie Dann, An- 
thony, Allyn & Hodges, Arden- 
Fletcher Girls (8) with Martin 
Yorke, Dave Lesser Orch (9), Don 


Rico Quartet; $3 

The Ames Bros., “local bovs who 
made good” return to the Latin 
Quarter after a six year hiatus but 


mintmum, 


instead of four lads struggling for 
break, they're top billed. Odd 
switch in the engagement is that 


their original booking six years ago 
was set by Lee Morris, now a song- 
writer and who’s “Thirstv For 
Your Kisses” the group recently 
recorded, and are plugging here. 
They open stint with bright ar- 
rangement of “Dry Bones” and 
follow with diversified program in- 
cluding a nifty baritone solo of 
“Mona Lisa,” a couple of rhythmie 


tunes, “Chicka Boom” and “Tzena. 
Tzena, Tzena;"” and a neat arrange- 
ment of “Because.” Injection of 


a hokedup version of “Dearie” with 
two of the boys giving out with a 
softshoe routine serves as a neat 
change of pace, but top customer 
reaction is garnered by their cur- 
rent diskclicks, “Can Anyone 
Explain” and “Sentimental Me.” 
Artie Dann, who missed the 
opener due to New York TV ap- 
pearance, arrived in time for sec- 
ond show and proceeded to re- 
hearse on the floor. Stunt of guy 
explaining cues to bandleader Dave 
Lester drew plenty of yocks and as 


| Room where Sonny King is now 


gaging 


usual here, his self-deprecatory re-| 


marks and zany chatter register 
neatly. 

Dancers Anthony, Allyn &| 
Hodges, two boys and a gal who 


get tangled up in broken suspend- | 


ers and missed tricks during dance 
are neat openers. The 
Arden-Fletcher girls, fetchingly 
farbed, introduce three new 
duction numbers aided by bariton- 
ing of Martin Yorke. Dave Lester 
orch supplies showbacking 
splits dance chores with Don Rico 
quartet. Biz fair. Elie. 





| Orchid Room. London 


London, Oct. 16. 


| Sonny King Kenny Kay & Orch; 
cover $3. 


The Orchid Room, 


| Someone Marry 
pro- | 


and | 


| Hollywood” 


one of Lon-'| 


_don’s swankiest night spots, caters | 


‘mainly to late 
| Surroundings, 
jand general 


trade. Its 


subdued 


lighting | 
air of exclusiveness | two rooms—the Georgian Room for 


|playing a return engagement, hav- 
ing had an earlier date there in 
May. The American singer proves 
his merit as an entertainer despite | 
the placid and phlegmatic behavior 
of many of the customers. He dis- 
plays a keen wit and a sharp sense 
of repartee, with nifty ad libs to 
cover a gag that lays an egg. 

King’s act 
numbers or so. He endeavors to 
vary method of presentation and 
has several speciality mumbers 
with the house orchestra; some for 
audience participation, and one or 
two oldies of nostalgic appeal, be- 
fore winding the show with cus- 
tomer requests. He opens with 
“So Tall a Tree” and follows with 
a jive version of “Donkey Sere- 
nade.’ “Busy Lines,’’ which he 
does for closing number, gets ma- 
jor returns. 

toom was doing 
ness when show was caught on 
Friday (13), but this could be at- 
tributed to inclement weather. 
Kenny Kay orch, in addition to 
providing lively dance tunes, 
backgrounds King neatly. Myro. 


only fair busi- 








Cafe Society Downtown 
(NEW YORK) 
Joe Bushkin Orch (8) Lea 
thews, Harvey Grant, Cliff 
son: $2.50 mintmune. 


Mat- 
Jack- 


Joe Bushkin, jazz pianist who re- 
cently wouni up a 16-week date 
at the uptown Park Sheraton hotel, 
N. Y., moves into this Greenwich 
Village spot with a string combo 
that’s of more con, sational than 
musical interest. This fiddle sec- 
tion follows a current vogue set by 
such other top instrumentalists as 
Artie Shaw and Charlie Parker. 

In this case, however, the fiddles 
do little to embellish Bushkin’s 
superlative keyboarding which 
wisely stays well to the forefront 
of this unit. The string quartet 
utilized here can make beautiful 
sounds in the proper setting but 
it’s far too fragile a device to 
stand up in this Greenwich Village 
spot. Against the piano, Morey 
Feld’s drums and Sid Weiss’ bass, 
the strings are lost. The addition of 
Peanuts Hucko’s clarinet, however, 
would have been enough to yield 
the necessary variety of instru- 
mentation. 

Bushkin's pianistics and person- 


ality is developing him into a 
smart cafe item. Not only a tal- 
ented stylist on the keys, he is 


also an adroit emcee with a sharp 
ad libbing sense. Bushkin’s play- 


ing.also has a distinctively witty 
quality which underlies his spar- 


kling thematic variations. He also 
vocals neatly with an engaging 
blues style that more than offsets 
the narrow range of his pipes. 
Current bill is rounded out with 
a couple of vocalists. Harvey Grant 
registers well with a well-trained 
tenor which he exercises on a flock 
of romantic ballads. Grant has a 
promising voice but has to over- 
come a tendency towards schmaltzy 
sentimentalism in his delivery. Lea 
Matthews also has an excellent 
voice but the Sarah Vaughan 
mannerisms prevent this gal vocal- 
ist from emerging in her own right. 
Cliff Jackson, as usual, provides 
the piano interludes between 
shows. Herm. 





Olympic Bowl. Seattle 
(OLYMPIC HOTEL) 
Seattle, Oct. 19. 
Shay, Aaron Gonzalez 
cover, $2. 


Dorothy 
Orch (10); 
Dorothy Shay, always a. big 
favorite here, is packing them in 
and gets plenty applause for her 
familiar tunes and some new ones 
She opens handily with “Wont 
Mary Ann” and 
“Will You Treat Me in the Style” 


and goes on to wrap up superlative | 


renditions of Finishing School” 
and “Agnes Clung” for socko re- 
turns. 

After old reliable “I've Been to 
accompanist Russ 
Black joins in to duet on “Just a 
Little Girl From Little Rock” and 
“Diamonds Are a Girl's’. Best 
Friend” for change in pace. 

Called back Miss Shay, in re- 
sponse to requests, does “Feudin’,”’ 
“Sears and Roebuck” and “Moun- 


lush | tain Gal.” 


Hotel is spotting Miss Shay in 


makes it an ideal rendezvous for, the dinner show; Bowl for the sup- 


liberal spenders. 


| per show, thus getting a big turn- 


The current cabaret vogue is, over. Aaron Gonzalez’s orch backs 


being maintained at the Orchid’ neatly. 


Reed. 


comprises a* dozen | 


| Bill Green’s Pitt 
Pittsburgh, Oct. 20. 

| “Smart Affairs of 1951” with 
Larry Steele, Marian Bruce, George 
Kirby, Fontaine Bros. (2). Butter. 
beans & Susie, Jimmy Smith, Flick 
| Montgomery, Line (10), Jimmy 
Tyler’s Orch (10); $1-$1. 50 cover, 


First time Bill Green’s, which 
caters chiefly to the dance crowd, 
has ever gone in for a show of 
such dimension as this, and spot 
has picked a_ winner. Usually 
Green's sticks to name bands and 
infrequently to an act or so, but in 
Larry Steele’s all-colored “Smart 
Affairs of 1951,” big room has a 
boffo bigtime attraction that is 
strictly de luxe theatre stuff and 
if word can get around in face of 
newspaper strike, joint should be 
jumping for next couple of weeks. 


It's virtually the same _ show 
Steele had at Club Harlem in At- 
lantic City all summer and ‘és 
loaded with talent. In the tradi- 


tion of the colored carnivals, whoie 
thing’s run off at a fast clip, has 
taste in content and costuming and 
contains enough variety to please 
every type audience. 

Steele himself stays pretty much 


in the background, merely han- 
dling the announcements, but can- 
nily, and lending his voice oc- 
casionally to the production num- 
bers. The acts all pack a wallop 
from Fontaine Bros., a couple of 
slick dancers whose hoofing has 
a touch of ballet, to Butterbeans 
and Susie, vet vaude team who 
still crock ’em with their standard 
comedy routine. The way they 
mine the laughs is a lesson for 
the upstarts. Marian Bruce _ is 
tall, svelte, plenty easy on the 


eyes and has a warm, sultry voice 
that puts a needle-point on every 
lyric, while George Kirby cleans 
up with his crack impressions 
which he delivers expertly and 
with a goed sense of timing. Does 
more than a dozen well-known 
characters at least and they’re all 
solidly conceived. For novelty, 
there’s Jimmy Smith, tapping out 
tunes on a xylophone with his feet 
and getting off strong with his 
“Rhaphody in Blue.” 

Jimmy Tyler, whose band backs 
the show and also plays for danc- 
ing, has his own spot early in the 
show and makes the sax do every- 
thing but say uncle. It's a scorch- 

(Continued on page 52) 
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Arena Managers Pitching for Charit 
Shows But Wants No Promoter Tieups 


The Arena Managers Assn., or- 
ganization of arena owners, are 
attempting to stage benefit promo- 
tions on its own. First AMA ven- 
ture into this field will be the 
i or circus to be held May 5 at 


Rhode Island Auditorium, 
| idence, with Frank Wirth in 
( It will be under local 


} e Dept. auspices. 

Step was taken because the AMA 
that it had been losing out 
ntals because of outside 
moter tieups. It had been 
tomary for promoters to line 
a sponsor, usually the fire, 
police dept. of the town, or a local 
Shrine organization. Since the 
event was held for the benefit of 
e police of fire dept. welfare 
funds, or the Shrine charity 
projects, the arenas had _ been 

ked to take reduced rental. 
By handling its own promotions 


1 conjunction with local auspices, 
\MA feels that the arena owner 
can get a better return on such 
affairs. 

The results of the Providence 


promotion will be studied by other 
arenas affiliated with AMA, and 
it’s likely that if the Providence 
event is successful, they'll go 
along with similar promotions. 


ICE SHOWS GET HOT 
WITH PORTABLE RINKS 


Denver, Oct. 24. 

Ice shows, which have _ been 
limited in Denver to annual visits 
during the past five years of ‘‘Holi- 
day on Ice” with its portable rink, 
will be stumbling over each other 
in the future. U. of Denver’s new 
Arena is equipped with extensive 
rink and will have competition 
from city of Denver this spring 
when new Stockyards’ stadium, also 
ice-capable, is available. First ice 
show on a permanent rink was of- 
fered last spring, when U. of Den- 
ver inaugurated Arena ice with 
“Ice Cycles.” “Holiday on Ice of 
1951” got the jump on other shows 
this fall by moving in portable rink 
at city auditorium and putting on 
1951 edition under the local man- 





agement of Arthur M. Oberfelder. | 


“Ice Cycles of 1951’’ opens at the 
Arena Nov. 7 
sponsorship of the Denver Falcons, 
new ice hockey team. 

Meanwhile, “Holiday on Ice” is 
facing the music. Its stanza for 
Oberfelder was lowest gross in its 
five years of local appearances, and 


it faces steady competition, from | 


for six days under | 


+ 
+. 


‘Philly Agent Seeks Coin 


AGVA Is Holding for Him 
Philadelphia, Oct. 24. 

Agent Jolly Joyce has petitioned 

Artists Representatives Assn. to 

press for payment of moneys alleg- 

edly due him from the American 

Guild of Variety Artists, over a 








} 


( Bergen, 


breach of contract by Herb Kenny, | 


a member of the Ink Spots unit. 
Joyce contends he held a 
tract with Kenny, separately from 


the singer’s connection with the 
Ink Spots. Kenny, according to 
Joyce, hadn’t paid any commis- 


sions and he agreed to release him 
on a settlement for $700. 

This sum, Joyce alleged, was to 
be paid him at the rate of $50 a 
week, with the AGVA acting as the 
collection agency. Five weeks have 
elapsed, Joyce declared, and no 
coin has been received from the 
AGVA. 


N.Y. Nitery Ops Wary Of 
Competish From New Cafes 
Onening in B’way Sector 


New York nitery operators, who 
had the field to themselves for the 
| past few months, are concerned as 
to whether the competition due 

within the next month will affect 
their business. 

Several new rooms are in the 
offing. The Broadway sector will 
have the Havana-Madrid, operated 
by Tony Collucci and Lewis Lewis, 
slated to reopen within the next 
two weeks. Liquor license was 
granted last week, and it’s resump- 
}tion may give the nearby China 
Doll some competition. Latter has 
had the majority of the Broadway 
rhumba trade since the Havana- 
Madrid shuttered. 

La Martinique, to be operated 
by Dario, will open with Noonan & 
Marshall, male team that’s been 
getting interest on the Coast. 
They’re managed by Abner J. 
Greshler, who formerly handled 
Martin & Lewis. Opening date is 
tentatively scheduled for Nov. 3. 

The Paradise, located on former 
site of Bop City, reopening tonight 

(Wed.), will go after the trade usu- 
ally drawn by the Latin Quarter 
and Diamond Horseshoe. Return 
.to a regulation floorshow, dine and 
dance policy makes it a formidable 
‘contender for Broadway patron- 
| age. 
On the east side, several cafes 





here on out, from shows on perma-: have been seeking French talent 


nent ice. 





Margaret Phelan has been set 
for the Oval Room of the Copley 
Plaza hotel, Boston, Nov. 29. 


imports. The L’Aiglon will install 
Jean Bartel, former Miss America, 
| starting Nov. 2. Miss Bartel re- 


con- | 


{number for the 


| well into the black this past year. | 
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Old Knick Reopening 


Old Knick Music ans Vaude $ Uncertain Status Seen Cause 


slated to reopen for the season 
Friday (27). Policy of oldtime 
mellers and silent pix, with opera- 
tor Paul Killiam as commentator, 
will continue. 

Initial bill will include Jerry 
Arthur Barnett, Harry 
Fleer, Denise Griffin and Fred 
Ardath. 


Loew 1-Niters 
Narrow Down 


To 10 Houses 


With the opening of one-night 
vaude at the Boulevard theatre, 
Bronx, Nov. 7, the Loew circuit 
will have 10 nabe vauders in opera- 
tion around N. Y. 





circuit in some 
years. Last year chain had 24 one 
and two nighters. 

The decline is attributed to tele- 
vision which is felt to be cutting 
into theatre attendance especially 
in nabe houses. Attendance: is 
heavy when a top picture is play- 
ed, but otherwise, business is off. 

Last Thursday (19) circuit open- 
ed the Commodore theatre, N. Y., 
to a terrific turnout. Performers 
at other theatres in town turned 
out for the preem, which hypoed 
business. 

Other Loew houses playing one 
or two night vaude are the Pros- 


pect, Brooklyn; Poli, Waterbury, 
Conn.; Melba, Delancev, and Or- 
pheum, N. Y.; Gates, Brooklyn, 
Triboro, Woodside, L. I., and the 
National, Bronx. 

Other theatres may be added 
ater. 





Morrison, Mocambo Op, 
To Parlay Charleston 
With Community Sing 


Charlie Morrison, owner-oper- 
ator of the Mocambo, Hollywood, 
flew back to the Coast yesterday 
(Tues.) in time to inaugurate a sup- 
plementary “community sing” stunt 
to his regular Monday night 
Charleston contests. The Monday 
idea, with the Firehouse Band plus 


2 as the relief combo for Phil Oh- | 


man’s orchestra, took Morrison 
“It made every Monday night 
New Year’s,” he says. Morrison 
adds that the hokum community 
sings—barbershop quartets, duets 
and solos—with the same type of 
film names who take part will re- 
vitalize his bistro. 


While east he lined up Carl 
Brisson, Kay Thompson, Billy 


It’s the smallest | 


Of Chains Holdout 


| 


+ Current 


on New AGVA Pact 


slump of vaudeville 
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Davis Pacting Negro 

| . . 

| Show for Miami Cafe 
| Danny Davis, operator of Kitty 
Davis’ Airliner, Miami Beach, is 
currently in New York, lining up 
a Negro show to bow at that spot 
Dec. 15. It’s a new policy for the 
club, which previously had a Yid- 
dish performer format as well as 
name shows. 

Davis, while here, will make a 
trip to Pittsburgh to buy a load of 
plate glass. It’s a side venture for 
him and business is lush since the 
hurricane hit that area. 


Toronto Niteries Still 


Snafued by Tootlers’ 
Year Round Pay Edict 


Toronto, Oct. 22. 
Nitery operations continue at a 
new low here since the Musicians 





Protective Assn. of Cannada made | 


a demand for year-round employ- 
ment for tootlers. Union, affiliated 
with the American Federation of 
Musicians, at the beginning of the 
season insisted upon 52-week em- 
ployment guarantees which most 
cafe operators felt were impracti- 
cal. 

Only spot to make a deal with 
the union was the Prince George, 
which affected a compromise in 
which a higher rate would be paid 
to musicians if spot failed to op- 
erate a full year. 
are being paid at the rate of $95 
weekly, scale for the full-year 
guarantee, and an additional $10 
per man is deposited with the un- 
ion, to be held in escrow. , should 


the cafe remain open the entire | 
sum will be | 


year, the additional 
refunded. This scale is for five- 
hour work days. For tootlers on 
three-hour shifts scale is $50 week- 
ly on the year-round job, and $65 
for lesser number of weeks. 
Other Toronto spots failed to ar- 
rive at an agreement. The Shera- 
ton hotel outlet in that city, the 
King Edward, has no shows, while 
thet Club Norman 
with a non-union band. 


The Prince George operators are 
| currently in New York to scan tal- 
‘ent lists. They are looking for 
| cocktail lounge talent as well as 
j}acts. They hope to make a deal 
| with Lena Horne, who played to 
|SRO business there last season. 





June Hutton, sister of bandlead- 
;er Ina Ray Hutton has been signed 
for the Copacabana, N. Y., Nov. 16. 

She’s also set for a date at the 


|cently returned from an extended Eckstine and probably Edith Piaf Chez Paree, Chicago, starting Oct. 
‘(next fall) for his nitery. 27. 


| Continental tour. 


Musicians there | 


is operating 


throughout the country is causing 
difficulties in the negotiation of 
new contract between the circuit 
houses and the American Guild 
of Variety Artists. 

Union has pressed demands for 
elimination of the 5% booking fee, 
a 30-show week and pay hikes for 
performers. . 

Circuits are combatting these de- 
mands on the ground that it’s 
difficult to maintain present vaude 
playing time as many operations 
aren't profitable. With increased 
demands, circuits will be forced 
to close theatres that fail to show 
a profit. 

Meetings have been held 
sporadically during the past few 


weeks and, so far, there’s been 
'no agreement. Union is also ne- 
gotiating a contract with Radio 


City Music Hall, N. Y. Few diffi- 
culties are anticipated in this 
situation. If completed, it will be 
the first AGVA pact ever signed 
for that house. 

AGVA is also negotiating an 
agreement on a club date scale 
with the Entertainment Managers 
Assn., which is expected to be 
signed by the end of the week. 
Pact will call for scales based on 
distances from New York. Union, 
for the past few weeks, has been 


collecting club date data from 
various branches throughout the 
country. When contract is come 


pleted with EMA, union may at- 
tempt to apply a similar wage 
scale throughout the countrye 


MIAMI CAFES STILL 
CAGEY ON TALENT BUYS 


Florida nitery bookings have 
started to pick up, although bulk of 
the headliner talent is still to be 
pacted. Acts set this week include 
Joey Adams, Tony Canzoneri and 
Mark Plant for the Five O’Clock 
Club, Miami Beach, Noy. 2. Adams, 
who’s doing the radio show, “Rate 
Your Mate,” on CBS, will tape sev- 
eral programs in advance so that 
he can play date. 

Another pact is in the works for 
the Vagabonds and Rose Marie for 
the Clover Club, Miami, Dec. 27. 


Miami operators expect a boom 
| winter season because of the lush 
|earnings in industry. However, 
|they are still shying away from 
| signing top names on the premise 

that there’ll be a lot of natural 
| trade in the area. 

| Copa City, expected to be the 
‘top spot in Miami Beach, has 
| signed only Billy Daniels so far, 
| He’ll be on the second show. Open- 
| ing display is still to be set. 
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ENGLAND—FOSTER'S AGENCY 


Val Parnell — Cissie Williams — Emile Littler — Tom Arnold — Robert Nesbitt 
Carroll Gibbons — Leslie Macdonnell and Harry Foster 


ROLLY ROLLS 


(All Summer Season Appearing at the 3 Top Places in LONDON) 
The “PALLADIUM” - The “BERKELEY HOTEL” - The “SAVOY HOTEL” 


ROLLY ROLLS—A fave here... laughs .. . pantomime ... solid piece of business .. . sock 
bowoff ... {News of the World). 


ROLLY ROLLS parodies many different pianists in the most genial way imaginable... 


ROLLY ROLLS—First rate . .. brilliantly funny... (Telegraph—London). 
BOOKED 40 WEEKS IN THE NEW SHOW “LATIN QUARTER 1951” 
(LONDON-CASINO) STARTING MARCH 8TH, 1951 


THANKS TO 





{The Times—London) 























“..Sprinkled with Stardust.” 
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Bill Green’s. Pitt 

ing turn, especially for the jazz 
crowd. “Smart Affairs” carries a 
line of 10 girls, every one of them 
lookers, and they know what it’s 
all about, too. They’re led mosi 
of the time by a young Flick Mont- 
gomery who has a lot of flash, 
and the three or four production 
numbers are. diversified, going 
from the low-down to class In 
latter department, there’s a cork- 
ing bit called “Frustration,” which 
nvolves the chorus, the Fontaines, 
Miss Bruce and Steele and it’s one 
of the high spots. Revue uses a 
great deal of original music and 
all of it show-wise. 

“Smart Affairs” runs about an 
hour and 20 minutes and there 
isn't a soft spot anywhere en route. 

Cohen. 





Vine Gardens, Chi 
Chicago, Oct. 18. 
Vaja del Oro, Eddie White, Dolly 
Kay, Mel Cole Band °(4); mini- 
$2.50, cover 50c. 


9 ”) 


Latest offering at this nabe spot 
is up to par, but very little else 
can be said for it. Although show 
is comparatively short it bogs 
down midway, with only the open- 
ing and closing turns prompting 
heavy mitting. Nitery, however, 
has a good bet in headliner Dolly 
Kay, who continues a sturdy lure 
after several decades of perform- 
ing. Singer socks across her vener- 
able torch tunes with a gusto that 
shows little regard for age, ex- 
haustion, or contemporary styling. 
Her opener, the slower “I Wanna 
Be Loved” is the least appealing of 
the lot, but thrush gets going when 
she uficorks “Some of These Days’ 
and “Alexander’s Ragtime Band,’ 
for a beg-off. 

Comic Eddie White is hampered 
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NINO MILO 


“Mr. Dynamite” 


with Bud Herman at the Piano 


CURRENTLY 
IN THE NORTHWEST 
THIS WEEK 
B.O.F. CLUB, Spokane 


NOV. 6-27 (3 Weeks) 
BLUE ANGEL, 


San Francisco 


Per. Mgt._JACK COLE 


2273 Holly Drive, Hollywood 
HOllywood 9-5111 

















COMEDY MATERIAL 


For All Branches of Theatricals 


‘ason's FUN-MASTER 


GLASON’S 
THE ORIGINAL SHOW BIZ GAG FILE’ 
@ Nos. 1 thru 35 @ $1.00 each + 
(Sold in Sequence Only) 
SPECIAL—FIRST 13 FILES FOR $10 
BIG SPECIAL—ALL 35 FILES-FOR 
ONLY $25 


@ 3 Bks. PARODIES, per book $10 @ 
—3!! 3 diff Books for $20— 
@ MINSTREL BUDGET $25 @ 
@ 4 BLACKOUT BKS., ea. bk $25 @ 
—all 4 diff. Vols. for $85— 
HOW TO MASTER THE CEREMONIES 
(reissue), $2.00 
NO C.O.D.’'S 


PAULA SMITH 
200 W. 54 St., New York 19 Dept. V 

















by a lack of material—not only 
fresh material, but any material 


that might land him a yock or two. | 


What may be said in all justice is 
that the squeaky-voiced comic has 
a natural delivery and a nice style, 
which makes it even more lament- 
able. Comic does a couple of 


vocals. -‘Never Trust a Woman” 
and “Jitterbug Blues,” which 
caught some_ attention. Latin 


terper Vaja del Oro is a surprise 
from the customary opener 
Dancer uses castanets, flashing 
some excellent, albeit unauthentic, 
terping, as well as an eye-catching 
torso. Backing is handled capably 
by the Mel Cole band, which also 
plays for the dance sets Mel. 





Terrace Room. Pitt 
(WILLIAM PENN HOTEL) 
Pittsburgh, Oct. 18. 
“Stafler Little Show,” with Eva- 
lyn Tyner Trio, Russ Emery, Jody 
Milier, Raymond Chase, Elaine 
Dunn & Don Powell, Joe Sudy’s 
Orch, Betty Holt; $1-$1.50 cover. 


“Statler Little Show” is a mis- 
nomer for Terrace Room layout. 
Billing suggests the new trend to 
package revues in niteries, but this 
is nothing of the kind. It’s just an- 
other floor show, a bit more popu- 
lous perhaps than Hotel William 
Penn’s class spot has had in the 
past, but that’s about all. Nothing 
outstanding either; the acts are all 
right although not out of the ordi- 
nary. 

At least in retailing something 
billed as “Statler Little Show’ 
there could be some semblance ot 
continuity, with everybody getting 
together in a number or so, or cer- 
tainly in the finale. But bill runs 
off like anything other floor lay- 
out and turns have no relation to 
each other. That “Little Show” 
tag should be dropped; either that 
or there should be some justifica- 
tion for it. 

Best thing in the show is the 
Evalyn Tyner Trio. Miss Tyner 
opens with her drummer and bass- 
ist in a single number, then she 
takes over the m.c. chores, bring- 
ing back her boys for the finale. 
They clean up with some smart 
low-down arrangements, especially 
Miss Tyner, who clicks solidly wita 
her striking pianistics. Gal has a 
lot of power at the keyboard and 
she smacks out some sizzling ses- 
sions to warm up an ordinarily fair- 
ly cold room. 

Jody Miller is a singing looker 
who has improved since her last 
time around and sells some special 
material nicely. Elaine Dunn and 
Don Powell open with a pleasant 
dance number, then each one does 
a nice specialty solo. She’s a 
cutester and he’s a stylish hoofer 
on the Georgie Tapps style. They 
sell well but should at least finish 
off together if they’re supposed to 
be a team. As it is Miss Dunn does 
her stuff. goes off, then Powell 
comes in, does his and exits and 
that’s the end of them. 

Russ Emery follows with a nice 
song session in which he reveals an 
okay set of pipes and an engaging 
personality. Raymond Chase blends 
concert in a wizardry with Victor 
Borgeish type of wry, polite com- 
edy that needs a little sharper 
focus. As it is, Chase’s comedy is 
better suited to the small, class 
spots instead of a big room like 
this. Layout runs about an hour. 


Joe Sudy’s orch is a smart dance 
outfit that can play a show, too, 
and violinist-maestro shakes a 
showy baton. Cohen. 























EVERS ~ DOLOREZ 


“America’s Topflight Wire-Dancing Team” 


Just Concluded PALACE, New York 
BOOKED SOLID UNTIL DEC. 21 
Management: DAVE JONAS, MATTY ROSEN 








. Normandie. Montreal ‘to the orch for twice nightly shows | despite its being carried via video 


(MOUNT ROYAL HOTEL) 
Montreal, Oct. 18. 
Gisele, .Alan & Blanche Lund, 


Max Chamitov Orch, Hal White | 
Trio; $1, $1.53 cover. 
Most radical entertainment 


change since the Sheraton Corp. 
took over the Mount Royal Hotel 
occurred recently when 
ment decided to disband their 
showplace, the Normandie Roof. 
and move the revues downstairs to 
the main floor into a redecorated 
dining room. 

To the oldsters who used the 
former Root as a showcase for 
out-of-town guests, et al., the 
switch has been doubtful but if 
talent in current layout can be 
maintained the new room should 
build to okay results. 

Initial offering is sparked by 
songstress Gisele who is making 
her first Montreal nitery appear- 
ance after establishing a solid ra- 
dio rep in Canada. From her 
opener of “Cockeyed Optimist”, 
Gisele is socko all the way ex- 
hibiting a good voice and song 
catalog that draws salvos through- 
out 30 minute stint. A brunet with 
expressive eyes and a trim per- 
sonality, she alternates between a 
hand-mike for a sock tablehop of 
“Foolish Things” to the piano for 
“Le Fiacre.”” On night caught, 
Gisele wore a simple red gown 
that accentuated striking figure 
and mixed her song selection ex- 
pertly to please the tastes of any 
audience. 

Alan and Blanche Lund, holding 
over, handle a set of four dances 
with grace and finese. Duo con- 
tinue to improve with each show- 
ing and are at present sharpening 
new routines for a New York open- 
ing later in the month. 

The Max Chamitov orch gives 
excellent backgrounding 
and divides customer dansapation 
chores with the Hal White Trio 
George Powell does bi-lingual in- 
tros neatly. Newt. 


Gisele 


Empress Hall, London 
London, Oct. 1. 
Ronnie Waldman’s Quizzical Fol- 
lies with Bob & Michael Linden, 
Greta Unger, Empress Chorus (6), 
Grisha Farfel’s Rumba Band; min- 
tmum $3.50. 


Launching of new room at the 
Empress Club was sparked by one 
of the most diverting cabaret en- 
tertainments. Show is an adapta- 
tion of Ronnie Waldman’s radio 
and TV “Puzzle Corner,” and it 
turns out to be a gift night for 
scores of customers. Prizes range 
from air tickets to Paris, cases of 
champagne, and many other gifts. 

Waldman, a firstclass showman, 
had everyone joining in the fun to 
make “Quizzical Follies” a sock 
60 minutes of fun. There are gen- 
eral questions as well as sticklers, 
snatches of songs to be identified, 
composers to be named and so on. 
Highspot is the climax in which 
lighted candles are placed on every 
table, which are extinguished as 
the occupants fail to answer 
queries. The winners of the game 
receive plane tickets to Paris. In 
all this, intelligent use is made of 
the supporting acts, whose per- 
formances fall within the quiz set- 
ups. - 

A notable example is Bob & 
Michael Linden, garbed in old- 
fashioned femme attire and rep- 
resenting the Dolly Sisters in song 
and dance. This had the customers 
rolling—and was accompanied by a 
prize for identification. Greta 
Unger, whose dancing was a whirl 
of movement, was also part of the 
game, as were the youthful danc- 
ing girls, who exuded more charm 
than talent. 

The “gift night” spirit was car- 
ried further and a case of cham- 


pagne was offered for the winning | 


title for the new room. Five peo- 
ple shared the prize for their sug- 
« WOOY [B}SAID,, JO uonsas Myro. 


Terrace Grill, K. (. 
(HOTEL MUEHLEBACH) 
Kansas City, Oct. ‘ 
Billy Rayes, Carroll Sisters (2), 
Ray Pearl Orch with Dorey Laine; 
$1-$1.50 minimum. 





Recently the Hotel Muehlebach 
management turned to a policy of 
floor shows for the Terrace Grill, 
its fancy dinner room, and is im- 
porting a pair of acts in addition 


manage- , 


|}and fortnightly change of talent. 
| Current policy is the first in a 


|yvear or so, anc apparently is build- 


ing as fall season gets into full | 


swing. 
Present bill features Billy Rayes 


and his standard juggling, imita- | 
tions and chatter with the Carroll | 


Sisters to provide a bit of variety. 
'Rita and Betty Carroll lead off 


batic turn, finishing with a chal- 


lenge bit built around “I Can Do/§! 


It Better Than You.’ Ray Pearl, 
handling the m.c. assignment, then 
ealls on Dorey Laine, young thrush 
from his. crew -~‘who- warbles 
“Dearie” and “Music, Music, 
Music,” to nice round of applause, 
and then works with the maestro 
on a game of musical questions 
on current bandleaders~ 

Raves takes over .from_ there, 
holding forth nearly a _ half-hour, 
virtually running the gamut of his 
big bag of tricks and quips. His 
turn involves a sort of juggling on 
the side while he gets off a round 
of comedy chatter on a variety of 
subjects and good for a_ solid 
quota of laughs. Midway he brings 
in his established bit, “I Don’t Do 
Impersonations,” wherein he 
mimics Boyer, Colman, Laughton 
and Chevalier for another round 
of laughs. Winds with a_ stint 
wherein he juggles as he terps a 
softshoe number. 

Show runs 40 minutes and holds 
interest all the way. Pearl orch 
handles the music assignment in 
firstrate fashion. Quin 


Zimmerman’s. N. Y. 

Gene Arcade, Beverly Becker, 
Abbie Lee, Nancy & Michael, Bela 
Zsiga, Gene Kardos Orch (4), 
Gupsy Roszika Orch (5); no min- 
i? Mune or cover 





A Broadway institution cater- 
ing to the family trade, Zimmer- 
man’s Hungaria resumed a floor 
show policy last week after a 
summer with orchestral music 
only. Fresh talent adds an extra 
fillip to the spot’s Magyar at- 
mosphere. However, even without 
the new performer slate, the cafe 
has a fine magnet in its modest 
prices and cuisine. 

Four acts plus Bela Zsiga’s solo 
on the czymbalom comprises the 
entertainment A modest budget 
appears to prevail and one of the 
turns is accorded billing. Layout 
is informally unveiled on the 
Hungaria’s raised dance floor with 
bandleader Gene Kardos handling 
emcee chores. 

Hour-long session rolls with 
tapster Beverly Becker displaying 
some’ conventional hoofing rou- 
tines. Her work is far from out- 
standing but satisfied the capacity 
audience Friday night (20). Ball- 
room team of Nancy & Michael 
execute standard lifts and spins 
in terping a waltz and tango. Best 
bit in their Irish dance. 

Hungarian atmosphere _ is 
plied by Bela Zsiga’s manipulation 


of the ezymbalom, a stringed in-| 


strument resembling a piano, as 
well as Gypsy Rosziga’s small 
unit. Kardos, who’s been a fixture 
here for some 13 years, also adds 
to the overall Magyar - spirit. 
Baritone Gene Arcade and song- 
stress Abbie Lee are reviewed 
under New Acts. Gilb. 
~m ; 


| TV's Grid Dent 


Laas Continued from page 1 =—— 

















show _ business. As such, he 
averred, “it’s the attraction that 
|counts.” Not only in football but 


in all branches of show biz, he) 


maintained, the basic question in 
the minds of potential ticket-buy- 
ers is still “how good a show is 
|it,” and not “Is it being televised?” 
Video was also being blamed for 
j seune poor baseball gates this year, 
jhe pointed out. Yet, he said, al- 
'most 25,000 people were turned 
away on the final day in the Na- 


| tional League, when Brooklyn and 


| Philadelphia were battling it out 


} 
|for the pennant, and the game was 


televised. By the same token, he 
said, the Army-Michigan game at 
| Yankee Stadium, N. Y., two weeks 
'ago played to a sell-out crowd 


’ 


the proceedings with adagio acro- | 


sup-| 


| to all interconnected CBS stations, 
| Barber claimed that too many 
so-called sports experts are basing 
their study of video's effects on 
the attendance figures of the peak 
post-war years and not on the nor. 
mal figures obtaining prior to -the 
|war. In addition, he said, people 
/don’t have so much money now 
_to spend for their amusements, 
He predicted that the recent boost 
in Income taxes will dent sports 
attendance even more next year. 
And, .he_ said, that cannot be 
blamed on video. CBS exec noted 
that more money is being paid for 
video rights to sports events today 
than was ever dreamed of from 
radio. He warned, too, that if the 
colleges ever decide to oust TV, 
the networks will undoubtedly fill 
the time with a counter-attraction 
which could conceivably cut into 
attendance even more than the ‘de- 
gree for which video is now being 
blamed. 

On the subject of the money the 
colleges derive from sale of their 
video rights, Barber pointed out 
that the fees to be collected from 
sale of secondary rights—via film 
coverage of the game to be aired 
a day later—are just now begin- 
ning to be exploited. CBS, with 
three top colleges to cover ibis 
year, came up with conflicts in 
the schedule the first two weeks 
of the season and so filmed the 
games it couldn’t cover, for trans- 
mission the following day. Films 
were so successful, Barber said, 
that it was decided to continue 
that form of coverage for the re- 
mainder of the season. 

Barber predicted such film cov- 
erage would be a regular thing 
next fall, whether live video is 
permitted or not. Colleges, be- 
sides getting extra *money for the 
film rights, Barber said, can pro- 
mote the films to build more at- 
tendance for subsequent games 
each season. 
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turning to the faith of his fathers, 
etc.—the two film biographicals he 
made for Columbia Pictures two 
decades later unquestionably were 
authentic Jolsoniana. 

“Jolson Story” ranked sixth top 
money-grosser 
productions, with an _ $8,000,000 
take (U. S. and Canada), and more 
likely nearer $13,000,000 if the 
.orldwide income ‘frozen and/or 
thawed currency) were included. 
A recent VARIETY tabulation listed 
D. W. Griffith's “Birth of a Nation” 
tops with an estimated $40,000,000; 
David O. Selznick’s “Gone With 
the Wind,” No. 2 with $26,000,000: 
Samuel ‘Goldwyn’s “Best Years Of 
Our Lives” third with $12,400,000; 
David O. Selznick’s “Duel In the 
Sun” next with $8,700,000; Irving 
Berlin's “This Is the Army” (WB) 
fifth with $8,500,000, and then 
“Jolson.” 

Known as a mild hypochondriac, 
Jolson had a fetish for “taking 
good care of himself,” A _ tribute 
to his personal abstemiousness 
was the robust manner in which, 
at 60-odd, he could sing as true 
and robustly as he did in both Col 
pix—with Larry Parks doing the 
skillful visual personation job. 

Jolsoniana Rides The Air 

The late Jack Kapp’s vision in 
recording a wealth of Jolsoniana— 
all the old and the new Berlin, 
DeSviva, Brown & Henderson, 
Gershwin, and kindred songs—on 


a flock of Decea platters was just 
one manifestation of the high 
esteem show biz held for “the 


king.” Just as the late president- 
founder of Decca Records insured 
Jolson for posterity, so did the 
disk jockeys all through Monday 
night, into the late Tuesday a.m., 
keep America awake with a caval- 
cade of Jolsoniana on Decca disks. 

In His Prime for 40 Years 

Jolson’s vivid career. almost ap- 
proaching a half-century, was in 
its prime for 40 years. He was 
certainly one of the alltime greats 
of show business. 

His gregariousness, in and out 
of show business, achieved such a 


common bond that Jolson felt 
more intimate with his general 
publie than perhaps any other 


single entcrtainer. This closeup on 
his public was evident especially 
in the driving force to “do some- 
thing for our Gls.” Through the 
1918 Liberty Bond days, into the 
more rugged World War II and 
Korean war periods, Jolson was 


~ Jolson Story’ Finales 


——oms Continued from page 2 








one of the most potent entertain- Chicago, for two weeks beginning 


| 
| 


ment forces in all theatres of war. ' 


His selflessness was undeniable, | the Bobby Hackett quartet. 


and his patriotism to the land | 
which gave him these rich oppor- | 


, tunities transcended the average. | 
in domestic film | 


Born in St. Petersburg, Russia, | 
May 26, 1886, he came to Washing- | 
ton, D. C., with his cantor-father | 
at so early an age that many 
“official” records have him born 
in the capital. Asa Yoelson, the 
son of Cantor Yoelson, ran away 
as a child, sang with a Catholic 
boys’ school choir, and as Al Jol- 
son went on to the heights. First 
in minstrelsy, with Lew Dockstad- 
ter’s troupe, through vaudeville 
and musical comedy, he achieved 
the Broadway pinnacle at the 
Winter Garden. 
His revues 
Jolson 


were notable for 
dismissing “his company, 
after 11 p.m., and then doing a 
marathon songalog of 10 or 12 
songs—a one-man show in himself 
— with a reassuring “you ain't 
heard nothin’ yet!,” as he con- 
tinued endlessly and tirelessly to 
regale the customers past mid- 


night. ‘Jolson in later years re- 
called that he carried the lyrics 
of 20 or 30 songs in his mind 


always, for any “request” occasion 
during his Winter Garden days. 
“But such has become the habit of 
radio, reading from a script, that 
do you know I gotta have the 
words of ‘Mammy’.or ‘April Show- 
ers’ in front of me now!”’). 

His tirelessness was manifested 
during the 1929 run of Florenz 
Ziegfeld’s illfated “Show Girl,” 
starring Clayton, Jackson & Du- 
rante and his then wife, Ruby Kee- 
ler. It was the only time Jolson 
did an almost-nightly benefit for 
Ziggy, as he would accidentally-on- 
purpose stroll down the aisle of 
the Ziegfeld theatre, N. Y., and sing 
George Gershwin’'s “Liza” to Ruby 
Keeler’s tapstering onstage—but 
nothing could help that show. 

Jolson was one of the three show 
biz greats who never plaved the 
Palace—Sir Harry Lauder and 
George M. Cohan were the others. 
Jolson qualified at the Palace vi- 
cariously only through deference to 
Dave Apollon, singing a chorus 
from the audience as a _ personal 
tribute to the latter’s request. 

Ruby Keeler His 3d Wife 

The Ruby Keeler romance—his 
third wife—was a Broadway leg- 
end, born of the Prohibition days 

‘(Continued on page 62) 
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Wiley’s Chi Cafe Date 


see, gnesge, ot Florida Hurricane Plays Havoc With 
Hotels, Niteries, Radio Stations 


one of her rare appearances, has 
been booked into the Blue Nate. 
+ Miami Beach, Oct. 24. 
The “small” hurricane’ that 


turned into one of the toughest 
blows in this area's history, didn’t 
affect the entertainment facets of 
the twin-cities, outside of radio 
stations and some oceanfront hotel- 
bar lounges. By Saturday (21) 
night all were back in action, 
though some on a limited basis. 
Premiere of the Copa City legit 
theatre idea was delayed a day, 
with -Franchot Tone and the rest 
of the east of “Second Man” agree- 


Dec. 7. She will share billing with | 





Miss Wiley is planning to pre- 
cede this date with a tour of east- Jackson Widow Adds TV 


ern niteries if she can get an okay | 

from Metro, which has her under | Dept. to Talent Agency 

contract to do the soundtrack for; posalie Jackson, widow of vet 

the Helen Morgan role in the film agent Billy vackson, has reactivat- 
ed her husband's talent agency in 


production of “Show Boat.” She’s 
the Palace theatre building, N. Y. 


expected to complete the record- 
ing by the end of October. In addition to handling vaude and 
nitery bookings she has added a 
television department. 
She set Stormy Bergh, Pat Lytel 
and Andy Ratouscheff, trio of 





Vaude, Cafe Dates 











ats it re lle ‘te : ae Be 
Chi mt te — tg : ” ~ oe ing to play through Monday night 
icago a Sst tile ton 99 CeO after the Tuesday performance was 
Paul Sanders has set Divena, S!ow last Sunday night (22). 


cancelled. Show has a good ad- 
units in Town Casino, Buffalo and | vanen sale. 
Otto’s, Troy, N. Y., for Oct. 30. | On the 
He’s shifting headquarters to New | S Lak 

York . . . Colisimo’s being turned | aranac e 

into garage after 30 vears of bistro | By Happy Benway 
operation ... Jimmy Nelson does | Saranac Lake. N. Y.. Oct. 24. 

a repeat on the Ed Sullivan video Adirondack Community Con- 
show Nov. 12 . . . Ken Griffin, cert Assn. has booked three con- 
Tucker & Gloria, Bobby Lee and certs for the coming season, in- 





Beach. the under con- 
struction Monte Proser-Xavier- Cu- 
gat nitery, Casa Cugat, was prac- 
tically blown apart by the high 
winds. Chez Paree, Club 22, Park 
Avenue Club—all in the same sec- 
tor—were shut down for several 


Dainty Marie set for the Palace, cluding Marina Svetlova, ba)lerina; nights, due to loss of rtp but 
Rockford, Ill.. Oct. 27 Gloria’ Robert. Calder and Dolores Da- Were back in operation on Satur- 
| Savitt into Helsings Oct. 30. Silva, international dancers: Gay night (21). Other clubs ran, 


but to offish biz. Along the swank 
hotel sector, same power problems 





' Loewenguth String Ensemble with 
Marisa Regnles, pianist. and Mur- 


Hollywood 


: ; ? a ee ray & Loretta Dranoff, pianists. | applied. 

Frankie Laine set for a fortnight Birthday greeting are in order Biggest damage was incurred by 
at the Flamingo, Las Vegas, at a to Otto Hayman, Don Wright. WKAT (MBS), WIOD (NBC) and 
flat $7,500 per session, starting) Jerry Hornsby and Dolly WQAM ‘ABC) when their trans- 
Nov. 16 Rosalind ( ourtright Gallagher, all Variety Clubites. mitters and towers were blown 
started a two-weeker Friday (20) Virginia Bishop has taken up p. a 
at the Beverly Hills C trv Clul Pa es down. Towers toppled like ten- 
wee wewreeny a8 ountry © iu), residence in the downtown colony in. with WKAT's splitting in 
Newport, Ky. Hazel Scott to be near husband, Joe Bishop, P!"5: ALS 5} 


half, the others going when founda- 
Mabel Burns received an all- tions were pounded. All had gone 
clear to resume work and left for through previous storms, but the 
Pee ac. winds at 125 miles an hour along 
“We The Patients” wish to thank their exposed waterfront positions 
George Roberts. of Boston Mass., were too much for the girders this 
for his gifting of many of the pa- time. Emergency work had all sta- 
tients here. _ tions on the air within a_ short 
Among those recently upped for time after the destruction. WGBS 
daily meats are Jeanie Reed. Jeff (epg) and WMIE (indie) were on 
( Clark, Harry Nason, and Lawrence . ah Caneel he wale 
15 years, signed another three-vear Garber. the air throug rout the gale. 
exclusive deal with the p'attery ... Isabelle Rook. after long siege rheatres, especially, ere strong- 
Harpist Robert Maxwell opens a in a plaster cast, now sitting up holds against the heaviest winds 
fortnight stand at the Willard Ho- and greeting visitors at the Ray- since the 1926 hurricane. 
tel, Toledo, Oct. 30 and jumps to. brook (N. Y.) Sanatorium. 
the Cotillion Room of the Hotel Write to those who are ill. 
Pierre, N. Y. Maxie Rosen- paisa dabei 
bloom and Maxie Baer will share 
billing with Anne Triola at Desert 
Inn, Las Vegas, for a_ fortnight 


bowed in Sunday (22) at Ciro’s 
Edith Piaf set for her Coast 
bow Jan. 9 at Mocambo for an 
indefinite stand 
Georgte Price checks in at El 
Rancho Vegas, Las Vegas, Dec. 6 
for two weeks at $1.750 per frame 
; Toni Harper's Columbia rec- 
ord pact renewed for a_ second 
vear ... Ink Spots, who have re- 
corded exclusively for Decca for 


musician, who is doing O.K. 





PHILLY CAFF RURGLFD 
Philadelphiz. Oct. 24. 
The Embassy Club « :iladelphia, 
was burgled of $2.500 Sunday (22) 


PINCUS’ ‘LAUGHS’ UNIT 


starting Oct. 31. Bobby Pincus has taken over the night. Thieves broke in through 
Re a cafe unit, “Fun For Your Money,” the kitchen and ransacked three 

Alpert Management Corp. has and will go on tour with it. Label, floors. 
been chartered to conduct a however, has _ been changed _ to Burglars apparently planned to 


“Laughs For Your Money.” 

Aside from Pincus, cast will in- 
clude Ginger Harmon and others. 
Jack Edwards of the Kenneth Later 
Agency is agenting. 


take a small safe with them, but 
abandoned the idea. 


theatrical business and_ booking 
agency, with offices in New York. 
Capital stock is 200 shares, no par 
value. Jack J. Katz is a director 
and filing attorney. 





The Harlequins, terp act, have 
signed with General Artists Corp. 
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THANKS: 
SIDNEY PiERMONT 
BILL MILLER 
LARRY GENGO 








Management: LEONARD GREEN AGENCY 


WHA’ HOPPEN? 
IT [Ss HOPPENING NOW! 


PUPI CAMPO 


AND HIS ORCHESTRA 
Currently CAPITOL, New York 


Just Concluded 6 Months at 
BILL MILLER’S RIVIERA 
Signed for Return Engagement 





Just Appeared on Television fo 
JACK CARTER — JAN MURRAY 
Soon to Be on MILTON BERLE’S Program 


SEECO RECORDS 





PUBLICITY 
BRAVEMAN-NORTON | 























“Even the birds at the Mo- 


cambo were thrilled.” 
PAUL V. COATES 
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New Acts 








BUDDY CLAYTON 
Impressiens 
10 Mins.; One 
Colonial, Albany 

Impressionists are numerous in 
vaudeville but Buddy Clayton, for- 
merly of the Radio Rogues, makes 
a deeper audience impact than the 


average mimic. His impersona- 
tions reveal a gift for mimicry. 
Presenting them through the sup- 


of the Godfrey Tal- 


NOSE meal 


Scout program, he achieves a 
smooth continuity One, Digbs 
O'Dell. the friendly undertaker of 
“Life of Riley.’ 1s quite new. A 
second, J. Carroll Naish as “Luigi” 
could be built Another a three- 
voice arrangement in which Clay- 
ton sings a Como baritone, a 


Downey tenor and a Pinza bass, is 
different His Jerry “Lewis and 
Dean Martin, also moves from the 
beaten = path Laine, Eckstine, 


Saunders. Brennan and Kenny, 
tenor of the Ink Spots. are among 
his other items. 

Clayton's appearance (dressed in 


a tuxedo) and poise indicate long 
experience He displays a fine 
speakine voice and flexible pipes 


Two spots veer to blueishness, al- 


thoush they generate laughs. Did 
neatly in trey spot here. Jaco. 
GENE ARCADE 

Sones 


17 Mins. 
Zimmerman’s Hungaria, N. Y. 

Gene Arcade is a baritone whose 
delivery is built more around a 
concerty style rather than on a 
trick tonal effects devised by the 
Tormes, Damones. et al. He hasn't 
enough originality and color to 
step out as a new crooning find. 
but his old-fashioned volume and 
operatic intervretations add up to 
good listening. 

Warbler does some six numbers 
here and was forced to begoff from 
a predominantly middle-aged au- 
dience. Snch tunes as “Oklahoma.” 
“Some Enchanted Evening” and 
“Because,” all of whieh he han- 
dies with gusto, are well suited to 
his voice. Gilb. 


MILDRED JOANNE SMITH 
Sones 

1° Mins. 

Villaze Vaneuard, N. Y. 

Mildred Joanne Smith. who has 
spent some time abroad in the 
Continental spots. and has a part 
in the film. “No Wav Out.” is mok- 
ing her local nitery bout at the 
Village Vanguard. This _ light- 
skinned Neero is a singer of con- 
siderable abilitv and projects with 
warmth and style. She’s adept at 
both rhvthm numbers and ballads 
and gets ton mittings on both. 

Mics Smith. however, needs a 
better tune selection. one in keep- 
ing with the type work she’s at- 
tempting Closest anvroach is the 
encore. “Confessing,” which tops 
her other numbers. Jose. 


BALLET SEVILLANO (10) 
Dance 

14 Mins.: Frill 

Palace, N. Y. 

Rallet Sevillano, a troupe of 
Latin dancers comorising five 
mixed couples. have been around 
the nitery field for some ftime. 
Thev appeared for a run at Lou 


| 


CELIA ADLER 
Skit 

10 Mins.; Two 
Palace, N. Y. 

Celia Adler, of the noted Yiddish 
theatrical family, whose members 
have been prominent in all fields 
of theatrical endeavor, is obviously 


no stranger to show business, but 
hasn't previously been recorded in 
VARIETY’S New Act files. Miss 
Adler. to give the Yiddish flavor 
to the Palace theatre’s Interna- 
tional bill. has selected for her 


vaude venture a solo skit, “Visiting 
Hours” in which depicts a 
woman and child visiting an ailing 
husband. 

Miss Adler attempts a_ broad 
portrayal in which many shades ot 
emotions are displayed. She car- 
them off successfully as far 
as dramatie standards are con- 
cerned, but it doesn’t add up to 
modern-day vaude fare. There are 
too many elements in her charac- 
terizations to hit vaude audiences, 
and the basic situation of a hos- 
pital scene isn’t essentially funny. 

There’s little doubt about Miss 
Adler’s talents They're consid- 
erable, and it’s only a case of hit- 
ting upon a suitable vehicle for 
variety theatres. Jose. 
DANNY GARDELLA 
Songs 
10 Mins.; One 
Colonial, Albany 

Former outfielder of the N. Y. 
Giants and litigant in a $500,000 
suit brought after Organized Base- 
ball made him ineligible for five 
years by playing in the Mexican 
league, has turned to singing. Co- 
lonial date was Gardella’s third in 
a theatre. He discussed the na- 
tional game and_= star major 
leaguers with femcee_ Priscilla 
Douglas before vocalizing “It’s 
Wonderful.” “Desert Song” and 
“Sorrento.” The chatter moved 
rather slowly—perhaps because the 
frank and gracious Miss Douglas 
knows little about baseball. She 
had questions written on a paper. 
Gardella was reasonably articulate. 

Pipes are fairly melodious, al- 
though singer is awkward with 
arms and hands. Dark, stocky and 


she 


res 


presentable, Gardella was nicely 
received in the sixth slot. Should 
do best where interest in baseball 
runs high. Jaco. 





MARC & SYLVIE 
Acro 

7 Mins., Three 
Paiace, N. Y. 

Mare & Sylvie, French imports 
who have been playing some fair 
dates in this country, impress as 
being suitable for most visual 
Situations. Although essentially an 
acrobatic team, they are sufficient- 
ly skilled in dance to give a 


‘smoothness to their efforts that’s 


Walters’ Tatin Quarter. N. Y.. as, 


a vroduction ect, but this is their 
first theatre date. 

The forte of this groun is folk- 
dancing of which they exhibit only 
one number. The others were in- 
terpretations in which they use 
the “Carmen” ballet music, which 
while effective. doesn’t have the 
charm and flavor of their native 
dances. They are well-dressed and 
present some nicely designed rou- 
tines. Their finale is probably the 
best of their offerings. They do 
one costume change, and interim 
is taken up by an accordion player 
who does okay with Latin tunes. 

Jose. 


ABBIE LEE 

Sones 

14 Mins. 

Zimmerman’s Hungaria, N. Y. 

Buxom brunet Abbie Lee is an 
average son?’stress. Her repertoire 
during a 14 minute stint at this 
off-Broadway spot leans toward 
Latino tunes. novelties and an oc- 
casional*ballad. She's fairly good 
on the Spanish numbers and nov- 
elties but her voice lacks sufficient 
character to carrv a ballad with 
anv appreciable effect. 

Prim’ reason why Miss Tee 
scores better with south-of-the- 
border stuff and novelties is the 
fact that she embellishes them with 
eve-winking, hip-weavine and vari- 
Ous tovsal gyrations. Her ballads 
are done comparatively straicht 
Gal shows premise, however. and 
when she acqu'res more polish and 
a better stvled delivery she shou'd 
be canable of holdine down more 
lucrative nitery or vaude bon 'ngs. 

Gilb. 


| 
} 


unusual for this type act. 

Duo have a nice aura of comedy 
running throughout their act. 
Focal point is the male’s top hat, 
with both trying to get posses- 
sion. Attempts to nab it provides 
a logical lead into some good 
acro tricks as well as terps. The 
tricks are applause winners. They 
show some excellent lifts and 
Spins, nicely integrated into an ex- 
cellent routine. Jose, 





ED McCURDY 

Songs 

10 Mins. ~ 

Village Vanguard, N. Y. 


Balladeer Ed McCurdy, a new- 
comer to niteries, impresses as 
having a potential for such spots. He 
has an excellent feeling for folk- 
songs and a repertoire that’s in- 
frequently heard. On show caught, 
McCurdy did mainly tunes from 
Newfoundland. The majority are 


{winners in 


| 
| 


| “Because.” 


priately off-key singing, 
Mills goes down to the pit to direct 
the orchestra. They crowd an un- 
usual number otf comedic devices 
into their turn. Sharper editing, 
however, seems to be their especial 
need since they impress as an es- 
sentially funny pair. Jose, 


ZORRAN 
Novelty 

10 Mins,:; One 
Palace, N. Y. 

Zorran, Hungarian import, has 
yet to acquire the finesse and 
smooth operation to make his turn 
solid. His act is essentially one of 
pickpocketing, such as done by 
Giovanni. and Fred Roner, among 
others. 
endeavor, but needs more hepness 
in handling audience volunteers. 

Zorran is handicapped by un- 
familiarity with English 
which may be the basic fault. A 
smoother flow of verbiage 
impart more fluidity to his stint. 
With more concentration on talk, 


audience and volunteers would 
probably be more baffled by his 
method of extracting wallets, sus- 
penders, belts, etc. from the 
stooges. Jose. 


JIVEADEERS (4) 
Dances 
5 Mins. 
Apollo, N. Y. ; 

This Negro foursome, compris- 
ing two boys and two girls, were 
the annual Harvest 
Moon Ball jitterbug division, and 
current Apollo performance is 
their first professional job. 
do two numbers, a precision line 
routine and jitterbug turn. 

Their precisioning is strictly on 
the amateur side. While routining 
is okay, they show a complete lack 
of ability to work in unison. Sec- 


ond turn, though, is an amazing 
jitterbugging bit, with some fan- 
tastic lifts and = spins. ursome, 
however, don't have any of the 
polish or finish to enable them 
to keep working professionally. 
Chan. 

LANE ADAMS 
Songs 
20 Mins. 
Normandie, Montreal 

Lane Adams, making initial 


Montreal appearance in current 
Normandie layout, is a personable 
young guy who scores in neat fash- 
ion with a song session ideally 
suited to this big room. From a 
fast opener, Adams builds nicely 
with “September Song” switches to 
“Nothing Like a Dame” and then 
His begoff number to 
the tune of “Making Whoopee” 
with special lyrics about Montreal 
gets good reception, but some of 
his patter between songs could be 
trimmed to sharpen overall effect. 
Newt. 


Tax Credits 


Continued from page 2 


ending July 31, 1944 and 1945. Net 
tax savings came to $13,800. 

One of the larger theatre credits 
went to Birmingham Theatre Op- 
erating Co., Atlanta, which re- 
quested and was given about $106.- 
000 for two wartime years. Net 
tax saving came to $32,000. Royal 
Theatres Co., Detroit, asked an 

















| additional credit of $506,000 over 


| 
| 


five years. It got $143,000, for a 
net tax saving of about $48,500. 
Three newsreel companies with 
offices in New York—Michigan 
Newsreel Co., Mid-West Newsreel 
Theatres and Pacific Newsreel 
Theatres—all asked very large 
credits and received much smaller 
ones. Michigan asked an increase 
of $218,000 in credits, got over 
$54,000, winding up with a tax 
gain of $18,000, Mid-West asked 


colorful fisherman songs, reflecting | $690,000 for a four-year period. It 


| 


| fitting dress suit. 


their hardy spirit. 
guitar accomps. 
Like most ballad = singers, 
McCurdy has a wealth of material, 
but on show caught failed to ‘atch 


He does OWN was awarded only $54,000, which , 


nevertheless meant a tax reduction 
of $19,000. Pacific, which asked 
about $485,000, was awarded $47,- 


onto a number that could be a 209, which gave it a net tax re- 
strong point of his stint. One big @uction of $20,000. 

number would have shown him Cleveland’s big radio station, 
off to better advantage. Jose. WGAR, requested an additional 


NAT MILLS & BOBBIE 
Comedy 

12 Mins.: Three 

Palace, N. Y. 


$833.600 in excess profits credit for 


a six-year period from 1940 through | 
| 1945. 
|the corporation $181,600 in taxes. 
Station WFBM, Indianapolis, made | 


It got $386,200, which saved 


Nat Mills & Bobbie, making their , 2 Seven-year claim of an additional 
first American appearance here, | $580,000 in excess profits credits. 
are essentially an English music-|It was awarded a very nice $368,- 


hall act who would do well in the 
provinces. It’s good oldtimey fare. 
Some of the gab and comedic ideas 
are good, and with sharpening for 
U. S. audiences, they could play 
most houses. 

Mills is an energetic worker. He 
makes a pathetic figure in an ill- 


cent garners laughs and his ex- 
citability and general willingness 
to please provided further comedy. 
‘Femme partner does some appro- 


His cockney ac- | 


| 000 extra for the period, which re- 


sulted in reducing the station's 
Federal taxes by $82,800. 


The big Cowles Broadcasting Co., 


Des Moines, saved upwards of $50,- 
000 in taxes by means of reduc- 
tions over two years. 

Station KXEL, Waterloo, Ia., put 
in for $309,000 of excess tax credits 
during three war years, was award- 
ed $91,000. and net a saving of 


jabout $40,000, 


{ 
while : 


He’s adept at this line of! 


language, | 


would | 


They 
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WEEK OF 


OCTOBER 25 





whether full 


or split week 


VARIETY BILLS 


Numerals in connection with bills below indicate opening day of show 


in parentheses indicates circuit (FM) Fanchon Marco; (1) independent; 
(L) Loew; (M) Moss; (P) Paramount; (R) RKO; (S) Stoll; (T) Tivoli; (W) Warners 








NEW YORK CITY | Sherman Haves Ore 


Apollo (i) 27 
Lucky 
Joe Morris 
L. Tate 
Jackie Mabley 
Holmes & Jean 
R & B Pickert 
5 Amandis 
Lee Richardson 

Capitol (L) 26 
Pupi Campo Ore 
Billy Daniels 
Luba Malina 
|} Frank Fontaine 
Canton Duo 

Music Hall (1) 26 
Janice Cioffi 
George Tatar 
Edmund Tompkins 
Edward Graham 
Betty Bruce 
Gloria O'Malley 
Guy Raymond 
Roy Raymond 
Norman Wyatt 
Rockettes 


Ore 


; Corps de Ballet 
| Glee Club 
; Sym Ore 

Palace (R) 26 
; Carroll Sis 
Sid Marion Co, 
Julie Ballew 


Ben Wrigley Ce 
Harold King 
Juanita & Anita 
(2 to fill) 
Paramount (P) 25 
Charlie Ventura 
Ore 
Morey Amsterdam 
Richard Hayes 
Janis Paige 
Dick & Dot Remy 
ROXY (I) 27 
Martha Stewart & 
Blackburn Twins 
Joan Hyldoft 
Romayne & Brent 
Show 
Strand 
Val Setz 
Martells & Mignon 


(W) 27 


Gil Lamb 
Ella Logan 
Florian Zabach 
ALEXANDRIA 
Paramount (P) 27 
oni 


y 
Asylum of Horrors 
CAMDEN 


| Stanley (W) 30 only 
| Dr. Rome’s Cham- 
ber of Horrors 
Chicago (P) 27 
Lang Troupe 
Minevitch Rascals 
(2 to filb 
Oriental (i) 26 
Kay Armen 
Jan August 


Millinder Ore 


(WR) Walter Reade 
Kay Kortez & 
Regal (P) 27 Eugene 


Billy Eckstine 

King Kolax Bd 

| Fox & White 

| Juvelys 
COLUMBUS 

Princess (P) 30 only 

Asvlum of Horrors 

| “KANSAS CITY 

| Missouri (R) 25 

Martez & Lucia 

i Fred & Fae 

{Al Gordon’s Dogs 

| Ryan & McDonald 

Yonely 

Helen Kane 

Lee Davis 

Alphonse Berge 
MONROE 

Paramount (P) 28 

only 

Asylum of Horrors 

PASSA 


Central (W) 28 only 
Asylum of Horrors 
PHILADELPHIA 
Earle (W) 27 only 
Asylum of Horrors 
Allengheny (W) 29 
only 
Dr Romes Chamber 

of Horrors 
Uptown (W) 30 only 
Asylum of Horrors 
Cross Keys ‘W) 31 
only 
|} Asylum of 
Liberty (W) 
Asylum of 
Circle (W) 2 only 
Asylum of Horrors 
ROCKFORD 
Paiace (1) 25 
Ken Griffin 
Tucker & Gloria 
Bobby Lee Co 
Dainty Marie 
SAN FRANCISCO 
Paramount (P) 25 
Dean Martin & 
| Jerry Lewis 
| Dick Stabile 
| Connie Haines 
Berry Bros. 

Barr & Estes 
TUPELO 
Lyric (P) 31 only 
Asylum of Horrors 
WASHINGTON 
| Capitol (L) 26 
Dick Haymes 

3 Stooges 
Eileen Barton 
Perry Franks & 
| Janyce 
Howard (1) 27 
| Orioles 
| Roy Milton Bd 
te oe Markham 
0 





Horrors 
1 only 
Horrors 


Arnold Dover 


| 
| 
Joe Chisolm 
‘ 


Ming & Ling | Tracey McClary 
Nora Tommey Co Ore 


ASTON 
Hippodrome (1) 23 
Billy Whitaker 
Mimi Law 
B & M Clayton 
C Fairweather 
Phil Lester 
Pat Hagen 
Sonny Hughes 
Elizabeth Parsons 
Eric Marsh 
Hi Diddle Diddle 

| Debs 
Terry’s Juveniles 
BIRMINGHAM 
Hippodrome (M) 23 
Big Bill Campbell 
Lance ng 
3 Mighty Mohawks 
Sioux Dakotas 
Joe Crosbie 
Wally Brenan 
BOURNEMOUTH 
Hippodrome (1) 23 
Gertie Gitana 
G H Elliott 
Ella Shields 
Billy Danvers 
Randolph Sutton 
BRADFORD 
Alhambra (M) 23 
Norman Evans 
Gray & Austin 
F & P King 
Senor Carlos 
Bil & Bil 
3 Cordells 
Maple Leaf 4 
John Tiller Girls 
BRIXTON 
Empress (|) 23 
Gordon & Colville 
Patricia & Colin 
Anna Mac 
Piccadilly Nudes 
BRISTOL 
Empire (1) 23 
Woods & Jarrett 
4 Tune Tellers 
Pep Graham 
Eddie Williams 
Shorty Mounsey 
Creole Steppers 
CARDIFF 
New (S) 23 
Bartlett & Ross 
Bruce Calder 
+ Luis Flores 
David Nairn 
Barry Edwards 
Loren Lorenz 
Moray Bros & Dave 
Billy Carroll 
Douglas Harriss 
Cliff Sherlock 
CHELSEA 
Palace (i) 23 
Jon Pertwee 
Arthur English 
| Dumarte & Denzer 
Skating Dexters 
Java Bros 
- EAST HAMPTON 
Metropolitan (1) 23 
Tony Dalton 
Marie Zuthie 
Bex & Bex 
Paul Kafka Co 
EDINBURGH 
Empire (M) 23 
Allan Jones 
Johnson Clark 
Ernest Arniey & 
Gloria 
Tovarich Tp 
Cookes Ponies 
Hackford & Dovle 
{Linda & Lana 
Eva & Lilian 
FINSBURY PARK 
Empire (‘M) 23 
Annell & Brzsk 
'E & D Waters 


Jinymy James Co 
3 Garcias 
| Lester Fergeson 
S & M Harrison 
Barclay Sis 
& P Shamva 
GLASGOW 
Empire (Mm) 23 
Hilda Heath 
5 Smith Bros 
Evy & Everto 
Will Mahoney 
Peter Cavangh 
Wilson Keppel & 
Betty 
Tony Walsh 
| Betty Hobbs Girls 
| LEEDS 
\ Empire (M) 23 
Alan Dean 
Roy Lester 
| Patterson & Jackson 
| Winifred Atwell 
Botonds .« 
Veronica Martell 





Eve Eacott 
LONDON 
Palladium (M 23 


Frankie Howerd 

Binnie Hale 

Nat Jackley 

Ben Yost Royal 
Guards 
MANCHESTER 

Hippodrome (‘(S) 23 

Harry Lester Co 

Timar Bros 

Cycling Astons 
NEWCASTLE 
Empire (M) 23 

Nellie Lutcher 

Jack Jackson 

D & D Lupino 

Marie Louise & 
Charles 

George Williams 

Larry Gordon & 
Babs 

Cingalee 

Georges & Linnette 

NORWICH 
Hippodrome (i) 23 
Denny Willis 


Fred Ferrari 

Arthur Haynes 

Edwina Carol 

Len Marten 

Ken Morris 

Boliana Ivanko 4 

Marriott & 
Wenman 

3 Brahms 

| PORTSMOUTH 
Royal (M) 23 

Alan Clive 

George Mitchell 





Glee Club 
Bernard Miles 
Jane 


Morecambe & Wise 
Walthon & Dorraine 
Del Monice Dancers 
SHEFFIELD 
Empire (M) 23 
Stan Jay & Joan 
Derek Roy 
3 Robertis 
Lee Lawrence 
| Hall Norman & 
dd 





| La 

| Charlie Clapham 
| Andre Twins & 

| Sandra 

\Mandos Sis 


Billy Stutt | 


WALTHAMSTOW 
Palace (I) 23 


SHEPHERDS BUSH S¢emprini 


Empire (S) 23 
Anton Karas 
Freddie Bamberger 
Terry 
Janet Brown 
Charles Hague 
Paul & Pauline 
Paula Coutts 
3 Leroys 

SWANSEA 

Empire (M) 23 

Donald Peers 


Frank Marx & Iris 


| John Pygram 
Wendy Brandon 
Rita Carmo 

A J Powers 
Harry Shiels 

D & E Wilcox 
Godfrey & Kerby 
Keefe Bros & 

Annette 


Fayne & Evans 
Danny O’Dare 
Yeomans Dogs 
WOOD GREEN 
Empire (S) 23 
| Don Saunders 
George Cameron 
Norman Harper 
Leslie Noyes 
Buddy Crawford 
;G & E Grande 
| Phyllis Torrell 
| Roy & Rav 
Ted Gilbert 
Mary Harkness 
Miriam Pearse 
OR 


Empire (I) 23 
Jack Story 
M & M Norris 
5 Skyliners 
Vera Fitzpatrick 
Ronald Collis 
Elvirita & Otero 





Cabaret Bills 








NEW YORK CITY 


Birdiana 


Al Hibbler 
Sonny Stitt 
Gene Ammons 6 
Machito Ore 
Bive Angel 
| Madmoiselles 
| Weavers 
| Wally Cox 
Stuart Ross 
Harold Cooke 
Barbara Cook 
| Eadie & Rack 
Chittison 3 

Bon Soir 
Jimmie Daniels 
Mae Barnes 
Ghostley & Wood 
| Norene Tate 
Garland Wilson 
Ellis Larkin 3 


Bop City 
Jazz Train 
Harry Bellafonte 
Irene Williams 
Leslie Scott 
Chocolateers 
Ned Harvey Ore 
{Fletcher Henderson 
| re 


i Cafe Society 

Joe Bushkin Ore 

Josh White 

Lea Mathews 

Cliff Jackson 
China Doll 

Guilli-Guilli 

Edwards & Diane 

Jane Scott 

Noro Morales Orc 


Copacapdana 
Joe E Lewis 
Patti Page 
M Durso Ore 
Mario & Floria 
Betty Harris 
Mickey Devine 
Austin Mack 
F. Alvares Ore 


Diamond Horseshoe 
Ross & LaPierre 
Rudy Cardenas 
W. C. Handy 
Billy Banks 
Gloria LeRoy 
Noble Sissle Ore 
Chic Morrison Ore 
Rigoletto Bros 
Jack Spoons 
Frank Evans 
Tommy King 
Harry Meehan 





Billy Banks 
Harry Armstrong 
iceland 


Mac Pepper 

Ted Powell Orc 

Phil Brito 

| Alfred & Lenore 
Line 

| Jack Palmer Ore 


El Chico 

Rosita Rios 
| Los Gitanos 
| Pilarin Tavira 
Sarita Herrera 
D’Alonso Ore 

La Commedia 
Maxine Sullivan 

Leon & Eddie's 
Eddie Davis 
Marion Powers 
Lyda & Yanni 
Denny Sullivan 





Lynn Jackson 


Hotel Taf? 
Vincent Lopez Ore 
Latin Quarter 
Jean Carroll 


Nirska 
Les Zoris 
Genia Mel 
Wilson Morrelli 
Calvin Holt 
Ralph Young 
Art Waner Ore 
Le Ruwan Biev 
Shirl Conway 
Michael Brown 
George Hall 
Deuces Wild 
Norman Paris 3 
Julius Monk 


Little Ctub 
Ernie Warren Ore 
No 1 Fifth ave 
Simone Dolphin 
Jim Hawthorne 
Christine Barrett 
Downey & Fonville 
raze] Webster 

Olid Knick 
Jerry Bergen 
Arthur Barnett 
Harry Fleer 
Denise Griffin 
| Fred Ardath 

Old Roumanian 
Sadie Banks 
| Jackie Winston 
Buster Burnell 
Alverda 
Mary Mon Toy 
Joe LaPorte Ore 
D’Aquila Ore 

Park Ave 
| Ray Bourbon 
|} Ruth Webb 
Scotty Graham 
Charlie Stewart 
Ram Ramirez 
Hotel Ambassader 
Jules Lande Ore 


Hotel Biltmore 
Sydney Ross 
Harold Nage! Ore 


Hetel Edison 
Henry Jerome Ore 
Hotel 
B Cummins Ore 
Rookies 
Jean Arlen 
B. Pennington 
Arthur Johnson 


Hotel Pierre 
| Mimi Benzell 
Stanley Melba ore 


Hotel 

Park Sheraton 
Irving Fields 3 

Hotel Plaza 
Elsa Lanchester 
Nicholas Matthey 
Mark Monte 
Dick La Salle Ore 
Maximilian Bergere 


Motel Roosevelt 
Guy Lombardo Ore 
Hote! St. Regis 
Margaret Phelan 

Milt Shaw Ore 

Horace Diaz Ore 
Hotel Statier 

Jimmy Dorsey Ore 

Versailies 

Edith Piaf 

Emile Petti Ore 

Panchito Ore 


Village Sarn 
Gerry Fitzgerald 
Tex Fletcher 
Freda Wing 
4 Some 
David Blight 
Village Vanguard 
Ed McCurdy 
Mildred Smith 
Charlotte Rae 
Clarence Williams 3 
| Waldorf-Astoria 
Kitty Kallen 
Roger Price 
| Emil Coleman 
Mischa Borr Ore 








CHICAGO 


Jack Mayer Gon dems 
+ pila Sarah Ann McCabe 
iene a Christiani Troupe 
Peggy Stone | oes : 
Eric Eden | Fae Raymon 
Babette & Raoul we 
8 Girls 
NOTTINGHAM | 
Empire (M) 23 
Cheerful C Chester Blackhawk 


“Roaring Twenties” 
Susan Scott 

Joel Friend 

Connie Baxier 
David Vogel 

Jesse Elliot 

Ray Arnett 

Bobo Lewis 

Bobby Barry 
Henry Brandon Orc 


Cher faree 
Ritz Bros 
Maxellos 
Marilyn Ross 
Richard France 
Chez Adorables 
Chico Ore 
Cee Davidson Ore 

Paimer House 
Dick Contino 
Ben Beri 
Continentals (6) 
Abbott Devs 


Eddie O’Neal Ore 
Helsings 
Georgie Gobel 
Jayne Walton 
Billy Chandler Ore 
Hotel Bismarck 
Franklin & Moore 


Lee Morgan 
Jerry Glidden Ore 
| H Edgewater Seach 


Harry Hall 
Gloria Van 
Jacqueline James 
D Large Chorus 
Grenadiers 
Meadowlarks 
Wayne King Ore 


Hotel Stevens 


Joan Hyldoft 
Arnold Shoda 
Jerry Mapes 
Jack Raffloer 
Farrar & Carter 
Douglas Duffy 
Harper Flaherty 
Bob Fitzgerald 


Mar. 
Phyllis Miles 
Maxwells <2) 
Frank Masters Ore 


Vine Gardens 





| 
| 


Dolly Kay 
Eddie White 
Vadja del Oro 
Mel Cole Ore 


New Yorker - 


See 























Wednesday, October 25, 1950 


VARIETY 








Paramount, N. Y. 


Morey Amsterdam, Janis Paige, 
Charlie Ventura Orch (15), Rich- 
ard Hayes, Dick & Dot Remy; 
“park City” (Par), reviewed in 
variETY Aug. 9, ’50. 





The Paramount stageshow de- 
signers had to take an unusual 
step for this house to make the 
pill come out all right. 
singers on the bill and with no 
other way to spot them than si- 
multaneously, the house staff had 
Morey Amsterdam do two spots in 
the show. It had the desired effect. 


The situation came about after 


the click of Richard Hayes in the | 


deuce. Hayes, an upcoming singer 


on the Mercury label, has the 
mechanical facets of projection 
down pat. He also has a good 
tune selection, plus a_ pleasant 


stage demeanor. The lacking item 
is a maturity in interpretation 
which he’ll achieve in: time. 
efforts are generally appreciated. 

Following Hayes, the Charlie 
Ventura band and Morey Amster- 
dam occupy the spotlight long 
enough to permit Janis Paige to 
fill her assignment. Miss Paige, 
from films, is a looker of ability. 
She’s well equipped both visually 


and aurally. More important is the | 


fact that she’s come up with an 
act that’s good theatre. Miss 
Paige’s contribs along pop, novelty 
and classical lines hit the mark 
with ease. She impresses comedy- 
wise with a satire on western tunes 
and in ‘“‘Granada” reveals she’s had 
some solid vocal training. Her 
efforts get solid mittings. 
Amsterdam does his initial stint 
before Miss Paige’s’ entrance. 
After some throwaway lines he 
introduces the filmster. Amsterdam 
afterward, provides some z200d 
comedic fodder. His verbiage and 
humorous demeanor, along casual 
lines, arner desired results. 
Much of his material has been 
previously done on his “Broadway 
Open House” video show, but 
apparently, doesnt impair its 
values here. He’s well appreciated. 
Dick & Dot Remy get off some 
good comedy as opening turn. The 
amply-proportioned Miss Remy 
does acrobatics unusual for a girl 
of her size while partner supports 
with some straight acro work and 
patter. Act is well-received. 
Ventura band has good musical 
patterns. Maestro shows some 
virtuoso sax licks. Instrumentation 
of five brass plus a tuba, a quintet 
of saxes and three rhythm is suf- 
ficient for a colorful grade of 
music. Work is of the calibre that 
might have taken a few more solo 
bits, but running time and number 
of acts didn’t permit more activity. 





Jose. 
Apollo, N. Y. 
Gene Krupa Orch (17) with 


Bobby Soots, Joe Tucker; Jivea- 
deers (4), Spider Bruce & Co. (3), 
Son & Sonny, Thelma Carpenter; 
“Women From Headquarters” 
(Rep). 





Current bill at Harlem's Appollo 
is on the whole an entertaining 
one, but has a couple of surprises. 
Chief of these is the fact that 
singer Thelma Carpenter, despite 
a solid performance, leaves her 
audience cold. Could be because 
of her choice of songs, only one 
of which approaches the jazz idiom 
to any great extent. 

Miss Carpenter, in closing slot, 
opens with “Somebody Loves Me,” 


and then moves into a dramatic | 
“Trouble Man,” from “Lost in the | 


Stars.” Latter is moving, but 
sophisticated, and consequently 
doesn’t register. Chirp does better 
with “Do Nothing. Till You Hear 
From Me,” which is more to the 
audience’s taste, and closes with 
a fine rendition of ‘Wonderful 
World,” which, however, is also 
out of the customers idiom. 

Gene Krupa’s orch headlines, 
and aside from backing the show 
in fine fashion, is spotted through- 
out with instrumentals and vocals 


featuring Bobby Soots and Joe) 


Tucker. Band delivers in the 
Standard rhythm style, with Krupa 


spotlighted, and also has a couple} 


of small units for Dixieland and 
for a semi-progressive style. Chief 


asset of the band is a good sense) 


of staging, with Krupa right in the 
middle all the time. 

Crew opens with 
Jump” and closes the bill with 
“Drum Boogie.” lis best 
though, is on “Mambo Jambo,” in 
which Krupa plays a couple of 
kettle drumps. Performance leaves 


little doubt that Krupa is still the, 


top drummer of his generation. 
Tucker sings with the band in a 
full. warm voice, doing a good job 
on “Everything I Have Is Yours” 
and “I Cover the Waterfront.” But 
the other vocalist, Soots, manages to 
swallow all of the words of “Bonea- 
parts Retreat” and otherwise 
waddles around stave attempting a 
shuffle. 

Son & Sonny are an unusual 
conee team in that one is a tap 


With two, 


His | 


“Leave Us)! 


job, | 


dancer while the other’s terping 
is essentially ballet-styled. Pair 
work nicely in precision, and each 
takes a turn in solo, one with a 
softshoe bit, the other with some 
balleting to “Rhapsody in Blue.” 
Pair’s sliding splits are solid. 

Spider Bruce & Co., house reg- 
ulars, deliver a skit in the doctor- 
patient-nurse vein, with Bruce the 
recalcitrant patient. Material is 
old, but Bruce keeps the house 
| yocking with his clowning. Comic’s 
| facial expressions and body ges- 
| tures give the old stuff a new finish 
| that’s solid. Turn is sometimes on 
the blue side, but goes over strong- 
ly just the same. 





reviewed under New Acts. Chan, 


Capitol, Wash 
Washington, Oct. 21. 
Rory Calhoun and Lita Baron, 
Sibyl Bowan, Eddy Manson, Bud 
|& Cece Robinson; “The Furies” 
(Par). 





There’s plenty of appeal in the 
individual acts in current Capitol 
lineup, but general effect lacks 
balance and pace. 


Payee spotlight centers on Hol- 
lywoodites Rory Calhoun and Lita 
Baron. Combo, still in its infancy 
| as an act, has eye appeal and prom- 
j}ise. Few couples have brightened 
|up this big stage as do the eye- 
filling Calhouns. The petite blond- 
ness of Miss Baron is in pleasingly 
strikingly contrast with her hus- 
band’s tall and dark handsomeness. 
In addition, Mrs. C., late of the 
Cugat troupe, and more recently 
heading own band, is a chantoosey 
with a style and talent of her own. 
This is Calhoun’s first try at the 
footlights, and, despite some ob- 
vious stiffness, he comes off well. 
He has a dash and style of his own, 
and handles his singing chores, 





his frau’s, in a pleasant manner. 


Sibyl Bowan is surefire as ever 
in her takeoffs. Everything she 
does has a Bea Lillie flavor, so per- 
haps her convincing imitation of 
Lady Peel is her best. However, 
payees at show caught went all 
out for the Bowan version of Mrs. 
FDR. The Marlene Dietrich and 
opera star routines are still part 
of the act, with Mary Martin 
added. Comedienne has a person- 
ality which projects through, with- 
out distracting from, the authen- 
ticity of her impressions. It’s top 
drawer vaude, and clicks through- 
out, including the lightning paced 
on-stage costume changes. 


gets music and novelty from a 
standard harmonica. His numbers 
are a bit off the beaten track, and, 
for this reason, though a welcome 
change from the usual standbys, 
they do not get the rustle of ap- 
proval that goes with pop tunes. 
Tees off with a fast moving tune, 
|“Fiddle Faddle,” then goes into 
the classics for ‘‘Roumanian Rhap- 
sody.” Payees warm up for the 
Manson disk hit, “I Found My 
Mama,” a novelty consisting of in- 
strument impressions of nursery 
rhyme lyrics. Comes back with 
“Powerhouse,” most impressive of 
his routine, and walks off to hefty 
appreciation. 

Bud and Cece Robinson do a 
hep job of curtain raising with 
some stylish terp numbers. Lowe. 


Palomar, Seattle 
Seattle, Oct. 19. 
Spencer & Jenaye, Gloria Barrot, 
Jerry Coe, Will Mastin Trio with 
Sammy Davis Jr.; Ray Watkins 
House Orch (5); “Black Rose” 
(20th). 





Sammy Davis, Jr., featured in 
the Will Mastin Trio, sparks cur- 
rent bill, socking over some ex- 
pert tap routines and solid im- 
_pressions for top response. 
| Spencer and Jenaye open with 
an okay dance turn, scoring with 





| 


nice ballroom routine, flirtation | 


, dance and a rhumba. 
Gloria Barrot. ventriloquist, han- 


dles dummy “Ronnie” nicely and | 
but is) 


‘puts over a song neatly, 
handicapped by hoary gags. 


Jerry Coe’s accordioning 
| dancing goes over well. He does 
okay on “St. Louis Blues” and 


/“Hold That Tiger,” hoofing while 
he pumps the squeeze box, for a 
big hand. Tambourine dance is 
followed by “Legmania” bit that 
includes Charleston, snake hips, 
etc. for more palm pounding. 

Will Mastin Trio, headliners, 
start off with tap routines by Mas- 


'my Davis Jr. on to sock over a tap 
‘routine. Young Davis then goes 
into series of impressions, includ- 
ing Jimmy Cagney, Lionel Barry- 
more and Edward G. Robinson, 
displaying top artistry. Mastin 
and Davis Sr. work in and around 
with taps and soft shoe and Davis 
Jr. winds for boff returns with im- 
pressions of Sinatra, Laine. Eck- 
stine and King Cole doing “Night 
and Day.” Reed, 


The Jiveadeers, dance team, are | 


which are definitely secondary to | 


Julliard grad Eddy Manson | 


and 


tin and Sam Davis, Sr., with Sam- | 


Strand, N.Y. 

Gil Lamb, Ella Logan, Martells 
& Mignon (4), Val Setz, Florian 
Zabach; “Three Secrets” (WB), 
reviewed in VARIETY, Aug. 30, ’59. 





Current bill is smartly balanced 
layout that plays off at a steady 
clip. Show’s topliners, Gil Lamb 
and Ella Logan, deliver strongly 
in comedy and warbling while 
supporting acts, with 
Zabach staying on for his regular 
fiddling-emcee chores, round out 
a varied 60-minute session. 

Back with some new gags but 
retaining his basic routine, Lamb 
is a fave at this house. Comice shifts 
from straight patter to eccentric 
hoofing and zany singing back to 
harmonicizing in a standout dis- 
play of versatility. Lamb edges 
on bad taste in some of his antics, 
particularly in his jitterbugging 
with Zabach and in the closing 
harmonica-playing bit, but gener- 
ally wins his laughs on the un- 
|deniable merits of his perform- 
j}ance. Miss Logan registers in 
sock fashion with a refreshing 
chirping turn. Her impact as an 
unusual 
|the repertory of special material 
numbers she’s selected for this 
stand. Initial three torch songs, 
delivered with a dramatic flair, 
build a strong atmosphere with 
Miss Logan hitting a peak with 
her finale rendition of “Give My 
| Regards to Broadway.” Although 
suffering from a slight cold when 
caught, she had to beg off. 

Martells and Mignon, three men 
and a gal, work through an excit- 
ing acro-adagio routine in which 
ithe diminuative Mignon is tossed 
around the stage. This act scores 
| with its variety of dangerous-look- 
|ing stunts, winding up with an un- 
jusually difficult body - throwing 
| trick that was repeated twice be- 
fore being successfully completed. 
| In the opening turn, Val Setz 
| flashed a neat, though conventional 
juggling routine. Setz spices his 
work with some good comedy pat- 
ter which, in fact, is more effec- 
tive than his bag of tricks. Zabach, 
who emcees with an ingratiating 
Manner, also delivers nicely on a 
couple of fiddle solos, with back- 
ing from the house orch. Herm. 


Oriental, Chi 


Chicago, Oct. 20. 
Nora Toomey & Co. (3), Jan Au- 
gust, Kay Armen, Ming & Ling, 
| Sherman Hayes Orch; “I'll Get 
| By” (20th). 











| Current Oriental layout is good 
family fare, with all four turns 
winning solid applause. Nora 
Toomey & Co. pace show in neat 
fashion with trapeze capers that 
evoke gasps. Three comely femmes 
mix in some good comedy with the 
acro work, especially via Miss 
Toomey who comes on midway as 
audience stooge. Pianist Jan Au- 
guest rates lusty mitting as he 
‘reprises his disk hits, ‘Miserlou,” 
“Las Cumbancheros” and “Tonight 
We Love.” “Old Piano Roll Blues,” 
to which he lends a hokey flavor, 
is backed with some neat glee club 
work by the house band, and is 
easily the choicest number in his 
repertoire. 

Headliner Kay Armen is slotted 
in the semi-main spot. Buxom 
thrush opens with ‘‘Nevertheless,” 
“I’m Afraid to Love You,” and 
“Just Say I Love Him,” all to okay 
plaudits. She returns for “St. 
Louis Blues,” which scores heavily 
| and which seems to be more in the 
singer’s idiom. She _ rocks this 
across in sock fashion. 

Ming and Ling rate yockolas with 
their comic hil'billy tunes. Pair 
‘open with “Red River Valley,” pass 
‘to vocal of “Loch Lomond” in 
heavy brogue, and wind with im- 
pressions of current’ warblers. 
'Chinese duo project assimilation 
routine hilariously, mixing Yiddish 





,and other alien tongues into the | 
Sherman Hayes orch | 


cross-fire. 
‘does okay turn on “High Society” 
in a hybrid Dixieland style which 
is a patron pleaser. Also backs 
show in excellent fashion. Mel. 


Chieate. Chi 
Chicago, Oct. 20. 
The Langs (6), Martin & Flo- 
renz, Jau Lawrence, Borrah Mine- 
vitch’s Harmonica Rascals (6) 
with Johnny Puleo, Louis Basil 
Orch; “Glass Menagerie” (WB). 





Current bill gathers plenty au- 
dience approval and runs smoothly 
for the 55 minutes of playing time. 

Youthful Langs are a_ strong 
opening act. Teeterboarders do 
a succession of tricks, provoking 
gasps from the seat holders as 
the gals do turns and flins, landing 
on thé shoulders of their male 
partners. Sock closer is a three- 
high somersault of blindfolded 
femme. landing in chair, 14 feet 
hich. for hefty applause. 

Martin and F'orenz work their 
puppets in the oven, ctarting a 
hit slow with a Carmen Miranda 
doll. However, real vocks come 
with a Jimmy Durante doll who 


Florian | 


stylist is heightened by | 


| crossfires with a Mae West figure, 
| which lands solidly. Jay Lawrence 


HOUSE REVIEWS 55 
Palace, N. Y. 
Mare & Syivie, Zorran, Ben 


|is a fresh impersonator who has yost’s Guardsmen (5), Nat Mills 
some nice bits in his stint. How-' g Bobbie, Celia Adler, Ballet Sevil- 


| ever, lad clutters them with some 
|ordinary filmland takeoffs, al- 
| though his Bogart as a baby-sitter 


| hits sharply. Also does vocal im- 
| preshes of Nat “King” Cole and 
| Frankie Laine, which get him off 
| strongly. 

| Harmonica Rascals with Johnny 
Puleo is 15 minutes of un- 
adulterated mayhem. Of course, 
it’s the slick panto work of the 
pint-sized imp, Johnny Puleo, that 
rocks the house. It might be well 
if the group would play a tune 
straight for some contrast, al- 
though they race through a few 
bars at the end, unhampered by 
any antics. Louis Basil orch backs 
show in neat style. Zabe, 


Piceadilly, London 
London, Oct. 17. 

Continental” with Tino 
Rossi, Syd Burns, Jackie, Harry 
Locke, Bel Argay, Trio Alonso, 
Fred & Frederika, Claude Frederic, 
| Ballet Montparnasse, and Sidney 
Jerome & Orchestra Pigalle. 


“Cafe 





“Cafe Continental,” which was 


well in 1943 as an entertainment 
for the troops in the Middle East, 
has, for some three years been one 
of the top TV features, Its transi- 
tion as a vaude show, with Tino 
Rossi as the name _ attraction, 
should give it something of 

ready-made audience for its two 


the pattern used on video. The 
stage is set to resemble a cafe. 
And during the interval the audi- 


stage. 

To some extent, the show suffers 
from repetition and two of’ the 
acts—not by any means the best 
in the bill—have double spots. 
Claude Frederic, who regularly 
emcees the TV show fills the same 
role here, and in a mixture of 
French and English introduces the 
acts. The first is “red & Freder- 
ika, a pleasing enough dancing 
duo with concertinas, but not good 
enough to warrant a repeat spot. 
One of the outstanding contribs is 
Jackie’s equillibrist act, which was 
highspotted by simultaneous play- 
ing of harmonica and uke while 
balancing on head atop a _ high 
stand. 

The Trio Alonso does a Spanish 
dance with castanets, which is 
much more suited to the intimacy 
of a TV screen. This was the 
other act given a repeat spot. 
Harry Locke, impressionist, has 
some new material which clicks. 
Another interesting novelty is Bel 








modeler, who moulds clay images 
of notables as well as those in 
audience. 

In the second half, Syd Burns, 
a comedian with a Groucho Marx 
personality, has an act that’s fast 
and funny. 

Tino Rossi, comes on to a com- 
paratively mild reception which 
builds as he goes along. Unlike the 
vocalists from Hollywood and 
Broadway, Rossi has a reserved air 
and obviously doesn’t worry about 
showmanship. He offers a straight- 
forward rendition of a number cf 
popular tunes. His disks have al- 
ways had a large sale in Britain 
and his fans therefore got what 
thev wanted. 

The star was, as to be expected, 
at his best when singing the 
'French songs, and his one attempt 
‘at an English tune, 
Picardy” did not come off too 
happily. He scored strongly, how- 
ever, with universal faves like 
“Angelina” and “Tarantel.” 

Myro. 


Catholic Women 


Continued from page 1 




















| 
| 
| 








|stage holdups, three kidnappings, 
10 thefts, four burglaries, two cases 
of arson, two jailbreaks, two sui- 
‘cides and too many cases of assault 
| and battery to mention. 

“This appetite for violence does 
not confine itself to television. It 
extends to the radio, films, comics 
‘and popular fiction. Television is 
| still young, and I can not believe 


TV station owners wish to get off | 


-on the wrong foot. Cooperation 
‘with them should bring about hap- 
py results for all concerned. Do 


‘not discount the assistance and co-_ 
‘operation, too, of parents of other ; 


faiths, in this cause,” Mrs. Bandi 
pointed out. 


Benzell Signs With NCAC 
| Singer Mimi Benzell, currently 





at the Cotillion Koom of the Hotel | 


signed exclusive con- 


Pierre, N. Y., : 
With National 


cert agreement 


Concert & Artists Corp. for 1951-) 


52. Jack Bertell continues as here 
personal manager. 


originally devised by Henry Cald- | 


| 


| 
i 


| 


| plays. 


lano (11), Alan Carney, Five 
Amandis, Don Albert House Orch; 
“He’s a Cockeyed Wonder,” re- 
viewed in current issue of VARIETY. 





The current Palace regime has 
taken a leaf from the operations 
of that house during the Keith- 
Albee era in which they periodical- 
ly provided bills comprising talent 
from foreign countries. In the old 
days, the bookers combed the 
talent marts of the world and came 
up with an All-British layout and 
an International circus booked as a 
complete unit for Oct. 22, 1932, 
There were even old-timers dlis- 
All this provided terrific 
exploitation pegs and the theatre 
rose in prestige through these ex- 
cursions. 

The new Palace program is a 
valiant attempt in this direction. 
The International bill, current this 


| week, attempts to impart a United 


| makes him 


| 
| 


Nations flavor. Of the eight turns, 
five are imports and the others 
have been around for some time. 
Alan Carney’s Celtic monicker 
Erin’s rep; the Ben 
Yost Guardsmen (5) are billed 
strictly as an American group, 
while Celia Adler (New Acts) rep- 
resents the Yiddish theatre. 
Booking this type show is prob- 
ably a somewhat difficult task for 
a talent buyer. RKO booker Dan 
Friendly, in this instance, not only 
had to look for the usual variety 


. factors, but had to work within 
weeks ba a here. In decor and | the limitations of the theme of 
presentation, Caldwell sticks tO! the display. Comparatively speak- 


| ing, he’s done very well in this 


| assignment, even though it’s not 
|one of the best Palace shows. The 


ence is invited to Gance on the | most difficult task was keeping 


| within the usual budget. Yet he’s 
'come up with one of the most 


| populous 


| 


shows this house has 
seen since vaude’s revival. 


The bill has its moments. It’s 
well-designed, and with greater 
strength in some of the individual 
spots, it would have been com- 
pletely successful. The routining 
is as well as could have been done 
under the circumstances. Marc & 
Sylvie (New Acts) provide an ex- 
cellent opener that gives promise 
of a fine show, but potential was 


ilet down somewhat with Zorran 


(New Acts). Pace was picked up 
again by the Ben Yost Guardsmen 
(5) who deliver the usual assort- 
ment of virile songs. Yost should 
be eternally grateful to composer 
Sigmund Romberg, whose operetta 
tunes are given wide range by the 
lads. Their resplendent costumes 
of skin-fitting leotards and color- 
ful jackets, provide visual values 
as well. They get excellent returns. 





Argay, from Paris, a lightning clay | and the Ballet Sevillano 


“Roses of | 


Nat Mills & Bobbie, Celia Adler 
(New 
Acts), close the first half of the 
show. British duo have some good 
comedy which would be more ef- 
fective if sharper. Miss Adler gets 
respectful attention, and there are 
some fine dramatic moments in 
her offering. The Ballet Sevillano 
does okay in the terp dept., and 
Carney provides a strong next-to- 
closer. His soapbox orations are 
funny bits of business and win 
one of the top hands of the show. 

Closers are the Five Amandis, 
an acro turn from Denmark. This 
teeterboard group do. excellent 
acrabatics. There are a couple of 
appealing kids in this family 
group who provide a charm not 
usually found in turns of this type. 

Jose. 








Palladium 


Continued from page 1 














agents before planing back to Eng- 
land Saturday (21), 

Indication that the Palladium 
/means business in announcing it 
|may drop vaude is pointed up by 
| its installation of “Out of This 
| World,” a variety revue which 





|FCC, included 91 murders, seven played Blackpool during the sum- 


'mer. This display will continue 
| until Christmas when the annual 
holiday pantomimes start a run 
‘until March. Management feels 
that the revues can carry for good 
| b.o. 

Palladium will probably decide 
upon future policy of the house 
by February. If the percenters 
come through with a guarantee of 
a sufficient number of U. S. head- 
liners, it’s likely that the theatre 
will continue with vaudeville. 
Even with the musical revue for- 
mat, there’s a_ possibility that 
house would change its policy tem- 
'porarily should an attraction such 
as Danny Kaye decide on a 
British vaude appearance. How- 
‘ever, bulk of the displays will be 
‘along musical lines. 

Effect of a Palladium change 
will also be felt in the provinces, 
Lately, many of the U. S. head- 
liners have been taking on a few 
additional weeks in prov.ncial the- 
'atres and bypass biz there. 
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Tent Shows Idea Spreading Fast: 


3 Musical Circuses for Florida 


St. Petersburg. Oct. 24. 
Possibility of three musical cir- 
cuses operating in Florida territory 
this season is indicative of the in- 
creasing use of tent theatres for 
warm-weather legit production. In- , 
augurated two summers ago in 





Havoc Set for Housman 
Play, Pic Stint in London 


Hollywood. Oct. 24. 


Lambertville, N. J., by St. John June Havoc will star in “The 
Terrell, the tent theatre device Primrose Way,” Laurence Hous- 
was picked up last summer by ap- Man comedy) which Charles Rode- 
proximately a half-dozen strawhat walt will produce in London early 
producers. Current plans in Flori- next year. . 
da call for two such showcases to While in England for the legit 
operate here and one in Miami. chore, actress will also appear in 

Latter operation debuted last the British version ot the French 
year under Terrell’s: supervision | sociological film, “Olivia, which 
and will operate so again this year. Ella Gerber will direct. 





Terrell. along with producer Law- 
rence Schwab, will also run a tent 
theatre operation here, situated 
near the west end of Treasure Is- 
land causeway. New showcase will 
be called the Treasure Island Mu- | 
sic Circus and is scheduled for an | 
early January opening. The Treas- 
ure Island operation will be 


Berlin Wants to Take 


It Easy, Bows Out Of 
Tunesmithing ‘Bklyn’ 


Irving Berlin, anxious to take a 


financed at $40,000-$50,000. five- or six-month vacation atter 

Productions = both the a his strenuous preliminary and try- 
and St. Petersburg tents wi Ve Papa pain rh Ei ee 
staged by Robert Jarvis, director our chores on “Call Me Madam, 
for the Music Circus Corp. of Will not supply the songs for 


America, which is headed by Ter- 
rell, producer Richard Aldrich and 


George Abbott’s musical version of 


, “A Tree Grows in Brooklyn.” Ab- 
Julius Fleischmann, who’s associat-| pott is anxious to go ahead with 
ed with Aldrich in various produc- the project this winter, possibly 


tion ventures. Others associated in 
the new venture are Richard My-' 
ers, associated with Aldrich in 
their own firm, Richard Rodgers 
and Oscar Hammerstein 2d, the- 
atrical attorney Howard Reinheim- 
er, television producer’ Richard 
Berger and radio producer Jerry 
Devine. 

Tent theatre te be used at the 
Treasure Island locale will be the 
original one employed by Terrell 
in Lambertville, then in Miami last 
winter, and last summer by 
Aldrich at Cape Cod. Season here 
will run about 15 weeks and will 
offer such musicals as “Carousel,” 


with Leland Hayward financially 
interested. Indicating his favor- 
able opinion of the Abbott-Betty 
Smith adaptation of the latter's 
novel, Berlin expects to invest in 
the show. 

Meanwhile Berlin will sail Oct. 
31 on the Italian liner Biancamano 
on a nine-day southern route to 
Europe, accompanied by his daugh- 
ter, Mary Ellen, who has three 
weeks vacation due her from Time 
mag, where she is a researcher. 
Songsmith plans two days in Paris 
and two in London, meeting Hay- 
ward in the British capital to dis- 


: 4 . — cuss a West End production of 
“Annie Get Your Gun, m ‘Show | “Madam.” with Dolores Grey likely 
Boat,” “No, No, Nanette,” “Song, jn the Ethel Merman part. Miss 
of Norway,” “Up in Central Park.”| Grey went to England several 


“Anything Goes,” “Bloomer Girl” 
and “The Wizard of Oz.” A resi- 
dent chorus and orchestra will be 
employed. 

The Miami operation will offer 
the same shows as the Treasure 


years ago to click in the Merman 
role in “Annie Get Your Gun.” 
After huddling with Hayward, 
Berlin will fly back to New York. 
With Berlin unavailable, Abboit 
: “ . |reportedly hopes to get Frank 
Island spot and will also employ a |} oesser to oenite the songs for the 
resident chorus and orch. Princi- | jyusical edition of “Tree.” and the 
pals for the productions offered ‘composer, whose “Guys and Dolls” 
will shuttle between the two loca- |! is currently trying out in Philadel- 
tions. The Treasure Island tent phia, is said to be interested in the 
will seat about 1,000 people and is proposition. Abbott and Loesser 
expected to draw patronage from worked together as respective li- 
Tampa, about 20 miles away, and brettist-stager and composer of 
Clearwater, around 11 miles away.| “Where's Charley??” two seasons 
It’s figured the population of the ago 
area is between 400,000 to 500,000. > * 
Charles € Carr, former local pub- 
lisher, is local rep for the theatre. 
A 1,300-seai tent theatre is also 


Woes of Wayside Legiter 
Sie ee inetey newt tock; Seen in Pitt Nixon Saga 


Pa., resident, and a former short- New Nixon theatre in Pittsburgh, 
story writer and TV producer. Hur-, the old Senator film house which 
ley expects to open his theatre, was reconverted at a cost of around 
Carousel of Music, around mid- $250,000 when the old Nixon was 
January. The Carousel will employ | torn down to make way for a new 
a company of about 40 and its pro- Aluminum Co. of America sky- 
ductions will inciude “The Vaga- scraper, has thus far been a big 
bond King.” “Naughty Marietta” headache to its backers; who must 
and “Anything Goes.” ibe beginning to wonder whether 


THE ATRE 50 IN OK COIN ‘hn ae iat to oie pa 
SPOT AS SEASON PREEMS 


Labor Day when “Oklahoma” came 
Dallas, Oct. 24. 








in for a fortnight; followed it up 
with a nice week on “Come Back, 
Little Sheba,” and then found it- 
Margo J ’ ie widllagge .., self without another legit attrac- 
Margo Jones’ Theatre ‘50 will tion for more than a month. Man- 
enter its forthcoming season with agement thereupon decided to 
Senin Pe ag =— $30,000. bring in some pix in order at least 
Season ticket sale for the new sea- to pay the rent, then ran into the 
son has already reached $20.280.40, | newspaper strike (it was playing 
hieh te @98 ‘ , AINA > ia e ; a ig gi. oa 
—. peo ore * sna —— ‘the kind of pictures which need 
pel . yey pad hg "ae ba 4 plenty of press support) and final- 
= year amounts 0) ly elosed down altogether in dis+ 
$10,327.53, or $3,000 more than was gust a 
- available at the same date last year. aati P . 
A resident playwright, Sari Scott, House was dark for two weeks, 


will serve with the local group on and reopened Monday (23) with 
a Rockefeller Foundation grant. “Lend An Ear,’ its first attraction 
Jesse Birnbaum, formerly of NBC; Since ‘Sheba.” With the dailies 


press, N. Y., has been named new | Still out, it had to rely on radio 
company manager. Other new-| 42d mail to inform the public. Ad- 
comers to the acting company in-| Vance was naturally skimpy. and 
clude Karolyn Martin for leading the two-week stay of “Ear” got 
femme roles and Raymond Van! Practically no publicity in a city 
Sickle for character parts. where it was a natural for exploita- 

The season's complete schedule tion, since the revue had its incep- 
will be: “Lady Windermere’s Fan.” tion at the Pittsburgh Playhouse. 
Novy. 6; “A Play for Mary.” by Wil- 
liam McCleery, Nov. 27: “The Mer- 
chant of Venice.” Dee. 18: “The 





Conducts Manhattan Orch Bow 


Willow Tree.” by | Fe ee Milton Rosenstock, musical di- 
Jan. 8; “An heenenk in Thane” te rector of “Gentlemen Prefer 
Edward Vaulfield, Jan. 29: “One a nneee, Wi cenmeet the Comm 


‘ : f Manhatt: “he i ‘chestré 
Bright Day.” by Sigmund Miller. a ae ae See 


, at Town Hall, N. Y.. Nov, 12. 
Feb. 19: “School for Scandal,” Patricia Neway, lead of “The 
reh 12, *Consul,” will be soloist. 


, presentation of 





Legit Bits 











Oct 
about eight weeks’ 
ing which he’ll look over the Lon- 


'don productions of “Mister Rob- 


erts” and “Accolade,”. in which 
he’s associated The second 
company of “Death of a Sales- 
man,” starring Albert Dekker, will 
probably close shortly, with the 
Broadway company starring 
Thomas Mitchell slated to start its 
tour Nov. 20 in Philadelphia 

Irving Schneider is general mana- 
ger, Max Siegel company manager 
and Jose Vega stage manager of 
Irene M. Selznick’s production of 
“Bell, Book and Candle,” by John 


van Druten Ted Royal has 
succeeded George Bassman as or- 
chestrator of “Guys and _ Dolls” 


... Recent additions to Actors 
Equity membership inelude How- 


ard Bay, Pat Crowley, Reginald 
Denham, Paulette Goddard and 
Betty Ann Grove ... A new Paul 
Vincent Carroll play, “The 


Chucklehead Story.” is being pre- 
sented by Linnit & Dunfee for a 
provincial tour before opening in 
London. 

Janet Macfarlane, 
the London company of “Briga- 
doon,” and 3ill Nagy, who was in 
the West End edition of “Death of 
a Salesman,” were married there 
recently ... William Chambers is 
stage manager of “Golden State.” 

Actors Equity has appealed to 
acting mayor Vineent R. Impellit- 
teri and the City Council to speed 
passage of the revised building 
code, which is expected to encour- 
age new theatre construction 
Avon Long, who's set for a lead- 
ing part in “Head of the Family” 
for the Theatre Guild, will sing 
his “Ain’t Necessarily So” num- 
ber from “Porgy and Bess” on 
ANTA’s “Show Time. USA” tele- 
vision series next Sunday (29)... 
English actor David Woodman has 
been appointed production mana- 
ger of the theatre department of 
Smith College, Northampton, Mass. 
... “Great Excitement,” by Nicho- 
las E. Baehr, a student, will be 
premiered Nov. 1 at Yale U. thea- 
tre... Wolfgang Rothe will design 
the scenery for “Tower Beyond 
Tragedy,” first presentation of the 
ANTA Playhouse series. 

Katharine Cornell is interested 
in playing the Diana Wynyard part 
in her own presentation of “Cap- 
tain Carvallo,” the Denis Cannan 
play which is a London hit as a 
Sir Laurence 
Olivier . . . Leland Hayward leaves 
next Tuesday (31) on a six-week 
vacation-business trip to London 
‘ Edith Atwater and Jo Van 
Fleet will be featured in “King 
Lear,” starring Louis Calhern... 
Nina Foch will be featured in 
“Lily Henry,” in which Hermione 
Gingold will star, with Peter 
Godfrey directing . . Dorothy 
Stickney and Ralph Bellamy will 
be among the actors appearing to- 
morrow night (‘Thurs.' at the 
Americans for Democratic Action 
rally at City Center, N. Y., for 
the candidacies of Herbert H. Leh- 
man, Walter A. Lynch, Ferdinand 
Pecora and Irving Engel ... 
Eleanor D. Wilson and Robert 
Carroll will be guest leads in 
Michael Linenthal’s “Facade” for 
two weeks beginning Nov. 7 at 
Malcolm Atterbury’s Albany play- 
house Ted Cappy will be 
choreographer for “Ring ‘Round 
the Moon.” 

David M. Pardoll will be execu- 
tive stage manager and casting 
director for the ANTA play series, 
at the ANTA Playhouse, N. Y.... 
Ralph Alswang will design the 
scenery for ‘“Pride’s Crossing” 
. .. The Equity Library Theatre 
season, opening tomorrow (‘Thurs.) 
at the Lenox Hill 
N. Y., with “Broadway.” by Philip 
Dunning and George Abbott, will 
follow with a dual-bill, “August 
Heat,” by Stanley Richards, and 
“Soldadera,” by Josephine Niggli, 
Nov. 2-5; Shaw's “Misalliance,’ 
Nov. 9-12; “Payment Deferred,” 


formerly in 


by Jeffrey Dell, Nov. 16-19: Philly for 10 years and manager 
Ibsen’s “Hedda Gabler,” Nov. 23- Of the Philadelphia Opera Co., 
26; “Missouri Legend,” by E. B. which he co-founded, for seven 
Ginty, Nov. 30-Dec. 3, and Shaw's years. 

“Major Barbara,’ Dec. 7-10 e8t 

aan | bean a re-elected last ee cD 
| week, Shepherd of the Lambs Club ae ee en Oe Ts 

| for the fourth consecutive term. ag Nag 2 required hospitaliza- 
| Others chosen were Walter N, Mos ad — York. Wife of Ir 
| Greaza, Boy; Bobby Clark, cor- p,?%eTs, Stage manager at the 
responding secretary: Jack Whit- Playhouse, back _for the second 
ing, recording secretary; James E. “ eek of “Harvey _. Christo- 
| Meighan, treasurer, and Haro'd pher _Fry has appointed — play 
G. Hoffman, librarian. Named di-, 2'ker Leah Salisbury, as his 


rectors on the council, to serve 
| three vears, were Russ Brown, H. 
Pierson Mapes, Robert Griffith, 
Len Doyle and Saul E. Rogers... 
Francis Lederer went on at the 
Arena, N. Y., Friday night (20) in 
“Arms and the Man.” with an 
infected tooth. against doctor's 
orders . Dinnie Smith missed 
the opening week of “Harvey” at 
ithe Playhouse, Albany, due to il!- 


Settlement, | 


Inside Stuff—Lesit 


In recognition of the “contributions they have made to the prestige 


*roducer Leland Hayward sails and pre-eminence of the New York theatre,” Richard Rodgers and 
31 on the Ile de France for Oscar Hammerstein, 2d. were presented with the gold medal of the 
vacation, dure, One Hundred Year Assn. at the organization’s annual dinner Sunday 


(22) at the Waldorf-Astoria, N. Y. Gen. Dwight D. Eisenhower awarded 


‘the laurels. 


Association prez Howard S. Cullman; Rudolf Bing. gene 


eral manager of the Metropolitan Opera; music critic Deems Taylor, 
Bernard Gimbel and Cardinal Spellman, were on the dais. 

During the course of the ceremony, Gen. Eisenhower told R. & H.: 
“IT am hounded every day by people who want to tell me what this 


country needs. 


You have written for entertainment. 
have written for an old soldier, for a Kansas boy, if you will. 


I can testify you 
And I 


can tell you you have made happy even a dumb guy like me—and that 


goes for millions of others.” 


Reflecting upon his lengthy career, Ham- 


merstein said he is particularly impressed with theatre audiences. “A 


thousand strangers unite under one roof and suddenly 
cerned that good will prevail and everyone be happy 
smaller group of strangers on the stage. 


become con- 
with another 
The theatre, when it’s good, 


can bring out a great deal of good in us alli.” 





Howard Lindsay and Russel Crouse, co-authors of the book of “Call 
Me Madam,” sent out printed kidding-on-the-square acknowledgements 
last week to friends who had sent them opening night wires and other 


expressions of good wishes for the musical. 


The piece, a revised edi- 


tion of one they used several seasons ago for their production of 


“Arsenic and Old Lace,” 


the collaborators. Under a 


had no signature, but merely caricatures of 
printed 


heading, “Thank you for,” the 


response contained the following messages with space for a check-mark 
beside each: “Your kind expression of sympathy.” “Picking up the 


check,” “The Flowers,” 


“The gift of your body,” “The use of the hall,” 
“Nothing,” “Your prompt remittance,” “The buggy 


ride,” “That night 


at Capri,” “Keeping quiet.” “The Memory,” “That drink,” “That Week- 


end,” “Returning that loan,” “Everything,” 


etc. 


Story in last week's VARIETY (18) about Leland Hayward’s multiple 
production setup omitted two London productions, ““Mister Roberts.” 


in which he’s associated with H. M. Tennent & Co., and “Accolade,” 
which he and Joshua Logan are partnered with Tennent. 


in 
Both shows 


are sellouts, the former grossing nearly $13,000 a week and the latter 


approximately $7,000 


lows: two “Mister Roberts” 


Other Hayward shows last week grossed as fol- 
companies, $55,800; 


two “South 


Pacific” 


companies (in partnership with Rodgers & Hammerstein and Logan), 
$189,800; “Call Me Madam,” $52,500, and “Daphne Laureola,” in asso- 


ciation with Herman Shumilin 


and 


Laurence Olivier, $15,700. That 


brought the total gross for all Hayward offerings to about $333,800. 


The producer says last week’s story 


$400,000 a week.” 





“gave the impression I’m making 


That's an exaggeration, he indicated. 


Although “Affairs of State” will move Nov. 6 from the Royale, N. Y,, 
to the Music Box, tickets for the run at the latter house are being sold 


at the boxoffice of the Golden, next door to the Royale. 


That’s be- 


cause co-producers Herman Shumlin and Leland Hayward of “Daphne 
Laureola,” current at the Music Box, won’t permit advance tickets for 


“Affairs” to be sold at the latter house during the “Daphne” run. 


It’s 


explained that the sale of “Affairs” seats at the Music Box window 


might hurt the sale of “Daphne.” 


And since Shumlin and Hayward 


agreed to the Nov. 4 closing of “Daphne” while business was still above 
the stop-limit, they were able to set the terms for vacating the house. 
Management of “Affairs” could have had the show's advance tickets 
sold at the Royale b.o., but the two sets ef seais would have been 


complicated for the treasurer. 


Backers of “Golden State,” Bella Spewack production of the comedy 
by her husband, Samuel Spewack, include restaurateur Mac Kriendler, 
$2,400; Mart Martin, $1,200; Edgar W. Cullman, $1,200; Howard S. Cull 


man, $2,400; 


publisher Harold K. Guinzburg, $1,200; orchestra con« 


ductor Pembroke M. Davenport, $2,400; producer Mary K. Frank, $1,200; 
souvenir program agent Arthur Klar, $1,200; general manager Herman 


3ernstein, representing 


Leland Hayward, 


$1,200; producer John C, 


Wilson, $1,200; theatrical attorney Edward E. Colton, $1,200; film story 
editor Bert Bloch and his wife, $1,200 each; the author, $1,200, and 


producers Saint Subber and Lemuel Avers, $1,200 each, 
is capitalized at $60.000, with provision for 20°o overcall. 


The venture 





N. Y. Daily News, which frequently gives editorial attention to show 
business, devoted most of its editorial Monday (23) to a plug for “Call 
Me Madam,” which it regards as political satire likely to prove eme 
barrassing and possibly damaging to the Truman administration. Curi- 
ous angle of the situation is that the sheet’s drama critic, John Chap- 

_man, was not only lukewarmish toward the show (and a News columnist, 
Danton Walker, gave it a roasting), but specifically mentioned in his 
column Sunday (22) that the musical falls down particularly in its 


failure as political comment. 
isn’t much,” 


He wrote, “As for political satire, there 





Hocker Joins MCA to 
Do Musical Casting 


| 


C. David Hocker joined Music | 
' Corp. of America last week, to be | 


in charge of casting for Broadway 
musicals, replacing Charles Baker, 
who went over to the William Mor- 
ris office. Hocker will service MCA 
talent new in Broadway shows, 
look out for new talent, and do a 
general artists relations job. 


| He was head of the concert de- 
partment of the W. Colsten Leigh 
_lecture bureau last year, and 
veepee of the James A. Davidson 
concert bureau for four years 
prior. Hocker was also manager 
of Robin. Hood Dell concerts in 








American representative. 

Mack Hilliard has optioned Fred 
Schiller's new comedy “Tonight's 
the Night” and is dickering with 


tele actress Mary Wilson for the 
lead for a January opening on 


Broadway Maria Palmer will 
p'ay the femme lead in the Circle 
Theatre production of “Thunder 
Ro-k” at the Coronet, Hollywood, 
with Shelley Winters directing. 


| boxes 


' Ban. 


9 eo . 

Met’s 1006 ‘First Nights’ 
Package Seen Paying Off 
Unprecedented, and rather 
risky, venture of the Metropolitan 
Opera Assn., to sell three “first 
nights” this season at an upped 
figure in order to augment income, 
seems to be paying off. The Met 
offered “Don Carlos,” on opening 
night, Nov. 6; “Die Fledermaus,” 
Dec. 20, and “Fidelio,” with 
Kirsten Flagstad, March 6, in a 
“package,” the price for the three 
operas ranging from $9 in the fame 
ily circle to $60 in the orchestra. 
Regular orchestra price is $7.50, as 
against the package’s $20). The 
were even higher, the 


| parterre boxes (seating eight) go- 
‘ing at $480, and center parterre 


boxes (seating eight) at $600. The 
three evenings, at the upped scale, 
would mean about $100,000 in ad- 
missions. 

Over $80,000 of this amount was 
reported in the till last weekend, 
with complete sellout on the deal 
expected by opening night, Nov. 6. 
Practically all the boxes were gone 
two weeks ago, by Oct. 10, which 
was the deadline for subscribers 
before the general public sale be- 
Met officials believe the pub- 


lic doesn’t mind an upped tariff for 
productions it wants to hear, and 
they see in the success of their 
‘plan a good augury for the season. 
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Involved Manager Setup Looms On 
Several Incoming Broadway Shows 





The frequently-involved mana-* 


gerial setup of Broadway shows | . 
will reach some sort of a new ex- Arena, NY., Refinanced 


treme with the arrival of several 


incoming shows. For _ instance, 
Alex Cohen, who recently with- 
drew aS company manager of | 


“Gentlemen Prefer Blondes,” with 
Philip Adler taking over tem- 
porarily, will be succeeded Nov. 6 
by Sam_ Schwartz. Meanwhile, | 
Adler doubles as general manager 
for Herman Levin and Oliver 
Smith, producers of the show. — 
since Schwartz is general manager 
for Alfred de Liagre, Jr., he'll be 
doubling from that assignment 
when he takes the company man- 
ager Spot with “Blondes.” 

When de Liagre’s forthcoming 
production of “Second Threshold” 
gets under way, Schwartz will have | 
to assign a company manager to- 


it. In the meantime, Jerry Adler, | 
son of general manager and tem- 
porary company manager Phil | 
Adler, is assistant stage manager 
of “Blondes.” But when the Levin- 
Smith production of “Bless You | 
All” is ready, the elder Adler will 
shift over as company manager of 


| es 
that (continuing as L & S general B T T 
manager, of course), while his son | arms In 0 


will become stage manager of the 
same show. 

Having resigned as “Blondes 
company manager, Cohen is busy 
with the Louis Calhern revival of 
“King Lear,” which he’s co-pro- 


- 


, 


‘i ‘i _ Joseph, He’s , agers Assn. 
ducing with Robert L. Joseph Hes | Tues.) at the Aster hotel. 4. ¥. 


Me | centered around possible methods 


supervisor 
“Suits 


also production 
general manager of 


‘presentation of the current bill, a 


: Derrick Lynn-Thomas have formed 
'a second limited partnership with 
/$5,000 additional, for 
‘new backers are entitled to half 


,eral partners of the original or- | 


l!new backers are William A. Kiel- 


For ‘Arms’ Production 


Arena Productions, presenter of 
in-the-round shows at the Arena, 
N. Y., has been refinanced for the 


revival of “Arms and the Man.” 
Co-producers David Heilweil and 


which the 





the management’s share of any | 
profits. The previous investors, 
who put up the original $15,000 
financing, are not affected by the 
new setup. 4 

Heilweil and Lynn-Thomas, gen- | 


{ 


ganization, have the same status | 
with the supplementary outfit. The 





mann, $2.000; Albert A. Chambers, 
$2,000, and Steven Scheuer, $1,000. | 








| 
} 


Hold Down Pays 


Discussion at the Stock Man- 
meeting yesterday 


Fine,” the musical version of Mol- | of preventing further increases in 


nar’s “Good Fairy,” which Harry 
Rigby and Jule Styne are present- 


star salaries and plans for nego- 
tiations for a new strawhat con- 


ing. And, incidentally, Cohen con- tract with Actors Equity. Although | 


tinues as publicity director of! 
Bulova Watch Co. 


Doubling Up 


grosses at most strawhats were 


| relatively good, increased operat- | 
jing costs reduced profits or in- | 
| ereased deficits, so the barn pro- 


Paul Vroom, general manager ducers are determined to halt the 
for Richard Krakeur and Fred F.' upward spiral. 


Finklehoffe, producers of “Affairs | 
of State,” will also be company 


Committee headed by Lee Falk 


is about to start negotiations with 


manager of “Suits Me Fine.” That | Equity representatives for a new 


means he will have to appoint contract. While the strawhatters 
someone to take over his present | qon’t anticipate another attempt | 
alternate duties as company man-| py Equity to impose a five-day he- | 


ager of “Affairs.” Publicity for) hearsal requirement, 


they’re pré- 
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More the Merrier 


Boston, Oct. 24. 

“Six Characters in Search 
of an Author,” currently play- 
ing at the Brattle theatre, 
Cambridge, were joined by a 
seventh last week, when an in- 
ebriated customer vaulted on- 
to the stage to gab with Joseph 
Schildkraut. The play, which 
is built around a play rehear- 
sal, was interrupted midway 
through the performance by a 
youth who shouted, “Mr. 
Schildkraut, I’ve a dramatic 
presentation I'd like to give at 
this time.” 

Director Peter Temple, who 
by coincidence plays the same 
role in the production, step- 
ped into the breach and grab- 
bed the intruder, edging him 
out the stage door. Majority of 
audience figured it was in the 
script. 


‘Okla.’ Closes in London 
After 32 Year Stay With 
Gross Take of $4,300,000 


London, Oct. 24. 


“Oklahoma” finally ended its 
London run Saturday night (21) at 
the Stoll, after 1,511 performances. 
During its 1,343 performances at 
the Drury Lane and 168 at the 
Stoll, the Rodgers & Hammerstein 
musical grossed around $4,300,000 
and took in about $950,000 in en- 
tertainment tax. 








with Isobel Bigley setting a record 
by continuing in the femme lead 
for three years. 

Show, opening April 30, 1947, 
received probably the most enthu- 
siastic notices in London legit his- 
tory and quickly became a popular 
smash. It ultimately outlasted 
every show in the 287-year history 
of the Drury. Its 1,511-perform- 
ance run was topped only by “Chu 
Chin Chow” (2,238), “Blithe Spirit” 
(1,997) and “Me and My Giri” 
(1,646). 


MANN WOOS CHEVALIER 
FOR ‘WALTZES’ ON COAST 


Hollywood, Oct. 24. 
Gene Mann, who took over the 





“Suits Me Fine” will be handled | pared to resist any increases in| El Capitan theatre after winding 


by the Willard Keefe-David Tebet | salary minimums, rehearsal pay or 
team. Set as star of the show is. more stringent regulations. 
Nanette Fabray (Mrs. Tebet). Following the success of Lewis 
The doubling between general Harmon's experiment last sum- 
manager and company manager as-| mer with a $1 top at the Chapel 


signments (or multiple general | Playhouse, Guilford, Conn., there ae : , 
mianagerships) is permissible, since | is keen interest among other barn 5Miling Lieutenant,” was made in 


the jurisdiction of the Assn. of | 


Theatrical Press Agents & Man- 
agers does not extend to general 
managerships. However, although 
the union includes various men 
who qualify as hoth pressagents 
and managers, it doesn’t permit 
anyone to handle both assignments 
simultaneously, or to double in 
two company manager posts or as 


managements in the question of re- 
verting to non-star operation. For 
instance, Richard Aldrich, who has 
always used stars at his two Cape 
Cod spots, Dennis and Falmouth, 
is considering the possibility of 
using strong resident companies 
and occasional lesser-rank stars. 
William Miles used that setup suc- 
| cessfully last season at Stock- 





company and house’ manager | bridge, Mass. 


simultaneously. _ Pressagents may) Following last summer's Laraine 
handle an unlimited number of Day “incident,” in which Aldrich, 


shows at once, subject to certain’ the actress and Equity were in- 


requirements about employing as-' yolved in a breach of contract 
dispute that was finally settled 


sociates for the extra shows. 
in arbitration, the strawhatters are 


Stageliands May Strike concerned about possible ways of 


| enforcing the terms of star con- 


e . . t ts. A th t tial h dacl 
‘Within 24 Hours’ Against on tie rural horizon is the. re- 











B’way Shows, Sez Union 


Stagehands strike against Broad- 
way shows may start “within 24 
hours,” a union representative 
said yesterday (Tues.). The walk- 
out awaits only the okay of the 
executive board of the parent or- 


Zanization, the International Al- 
liance of Theatrical Stage Em- 
ployees (AFL). Before that, how- 
ever, James J. Brennan, president 
of Local No. 1 and fourth vice- 
president of the IATSE, will at- 
tempt to reach an agreement with 
the League of N. Y. Theatres. 


Authorization of a strike was 
voted by the stagehands member- 
ship at a meeting Sunday (22) at 
the Diplomat hotel, N. Y., 
about 800 members present. The 
union’s demands for a 10% wage 
raise and 5% levy for its welfare 
fund were turned down last week 
by the League, which offered no 
_compromise terms. The old con- 
tract expired July 31, so the stage- 
hands have been working 
then on a temporary basis.. A 
strike is also being readied against 
the Metropolitan Opera, with 


whom the old contract expired | 


Sept. 30. 


with | 


since | 


| ported determination of the stage- 
hands union to organize the prin- 

cipal barns. 

! 

| 


now the largest in its history. 


E. P. Conkle’s ‘Judge’ Gets 
Preem at D. C. Arena Stage 


Washington, Oct. 24. 

“The Delectable Judge,” about 
Judge Roy Bean, of Texas, 
frontier jurist with a crush on Lily 
Langtry, had its world preem last 
night (23) at Arena Stage, Wash- 
ington’s theatre - in - the - round. 
“Delectable Judge” was written by 
_E. P. Conkle, U. of Texas professor, 
whose “Don’t Lose Your Head” is 
currently playing in London, and 
|who had two plays on Broadway 
in the late 1930's. 

“Judge” will be the fourth pro- 
_ duction of the Arena Stage, whose 
popularity continues to hold up 
with Washington audiences. “The 
'Firebrand,” starring Gordon 
Sterne, aS Benvenuto Cellini, 
/ wound up a three-week engage- 
ment Saturday night (21). Sterne 
did a strong job as the brawling 
artist and sculptor and drew favor- 
{able notices here. 





' 
! 


| 


the : 


Lack of Response May Cue Equity 


A succession of | 
American plavers appeared in it, | 


far-reaching effects for 


| tion, 


To Withdraw Touring Concessions 





‘Rooster’ Preps for Bow 
| In Montreal, Pre-B’wa 


Montreal, Oct. 24. 
While a definite New York deal 
is still pending for a Broadway 
preem, rehearsals are under 
for a Nov. 7 opening in Montreal 


way 


+ Touring 


revival concessions 
granted by Actors Equity to the 
League of N. Y. Theatres will 
probably be withdrawn after the 
current season. Union officials aie 
understood to be dissatisfied at the 


lack of additional production un- 
der the revised setup. ,which 
League representatives indicated 


would lead te a succession of mu- 
sical and straight plav revivals be- 


ing sent or. the road. 
o1 Gratien (Fridolin) Gelinas’ play Although the modified regula- 
“Ti-Coq” (“Little Rooster”) and tions have been in effect more 
. than tw a si >» suc 
certain cast changes were an- han two months, not a single such 


nounced last Friday (20). 

Robert Christie, former Old Vic 
_ player and Toronto legit and radio 
| actor, takes over the part of the 
| Padre, originally played by Chris- 
|topher Ellis, who died last May. 
Hugette Oligny, last seen on the 
English stage two seasons ago in 
Eddie Dowling’s production, ‘St. 
Lazare’s Pharmacy,” which fea- 
tured Fridolin and Miriam Hop- 
kins, will be the femme lead. 





Streetcar’ Truck 
Tie Experiment 


Philadelphia, Oct. 24. 
In an experiment that may have 
touring 
road shows, James P. Clark’s High- 


way Express took over the hauling , 
and transportation of the George | 


Brandt-William §S. Levine produc; 
“Streetcar Named Desire,” 


‘which wound up at the Erlanger 


theatre Saturday night (21). 
“Streetcar” is being hauled by 


|an especially equipped truck fur- 
|nished by the Clark organization, 
which is already solidly entrenched 
'in the film handling and transporta- 


tion field. The “Streetcar” tour 
covers a string of one-nighters in 


‘upstate Pennsylvania and New Eng- 


‘his fifth season at the open-air) 


; Greek theatre, is dickering with 


| Coast early next year for “Three 
| Waltzes,” the operetta from which 
|the Chevalier-starring film, “The 
| 1934. 

| Mann hopes to build the produc- 
| tion as an early entry locally with 
| a Subsequent road tour of at least 
| the Coast, 
| show’s reception here. Since 
| Chevalier hasn’t been on Broadway 


| since his ‘“‘one-man-concert” 


land, followed by a week in Balti- 
more, two weeks in Boston, then a 
cross-country jaunt. 
be permanently assigned to the pro- 


: : , duction. 
' Maurice Chevalier to come to the | 


Clark’s entry into the theatri- 


‘eal hauling field is of primary in- 
|terest to the smaller cast troupes. A r 
Main selling points to producers far, is the preparation of one re- 


are lower-cost competition with 


‘railroad hauling for small com- 


/panies, especially on one-nighters 


and split weeks, plus freedom it | 


ap- | 


pearance some three years ago, it’s | 


figured the show also would be a | pear Wednesday (25) in New York | 


| strong New York contender. 
Mann’s first road effort is the 

, current Coast company of “‘Gentle- 

;men Prefer Blondes,” which 


hauling from stagedoors to termi- 


The truck will | 


production has been sent out and 
only one is reportedly in prepara- 

tion. Even that one. a Shubert re- 
vival of “Blossom Time,” wouldn’t 
regularly qualify under the amend- 
ed rules, but required a further 
concession. As a result of the pres- 
ent situation, the Equity council 

has apparently become soured on 
the whole matter. 

The modified setup for touring 
revivals, originally proposed by the 
League at the instigation of J. J. 
| Shubert and Max Gordon, was first 
| accepted last season bv Equity, 
|subject to certain modifications. 
But when the League failed to act 
'on the amended plan, the Equity 
/ council withdrew it. The League 
raised the question again last sum- 
mer during negotiations with 
Equity for a new basic contract. 
The union refused to consider it 
at that time. but promised to do 
so independent of the contract, 
after negotiations were completed, 
It adopted the proposal in Aus 
gust. 

Three Shows Announced 

So far, only three productions 
have been even announced under 
the modified rules. Besides ‘“Blos- 
som Time,” they were “Student 
Prince” and “Merry Widow,” all 
Shubert ventures However, since 
none of them could be classed as 
‘a “new” revival, all having toured 
| last season Fquity ruled that they 
did not qualifv for the concessions. 
But when Equity members who 
were tentatively set for the shows 
| appealed to the union to make ex- 
| cevtions in their cases, the council 
granted the plea. 

Then vlans for the “Merry Wid- 
ow” and “Student Prince” vroduc- 
, tions were abandoned. Eanity was 

informed. and only “Blossom 
Time” would he sent out. So the 
, net result of the concessions, thus 


{ 


vival, “Blossom Time.” which Shu- 
bert tovred last season under the 
standard regulations. 

Tnder the terms of the conces- 


‘allows company to travel by any) sion arvreement the touring revival 
dependent upon the train the members choose, plus| is defined as a show previously 


‘elimination of crating and double- | 


presented on Broadway, which sub- 
sequently toured at least one sea- 


nals. son and has beén closed for at least 


Highway Express officials will ap- | 


for a hearing before the Interstate 
Commerce Commission, and Clark 


-has marshaled an array of theatri- 


‘trekked to San Franeisco after its, 


end of the summer season. 


‘Use of Sketch in ‘Peep’ 
Bring Damage Sui 





| Suit against “Peep Show,” pro- for the Philadelphia La Scala Op- 
ducer Michael Todd, sketch writer | era Co., 
With 72 members, the SMA is William K. Wells and others has’ Highway Express. 


‘record Greek theatre stay at the, 


; 


| 


cal notables to testify on behalf of 
truck hauling. 

Among those slated to appear 
are J. J. Shubert and Milton R. 
Weir, attorney for the Shuberts; 
James F. Reilly, president of the 
League of New York Theatres; 
Herman Bernstein, representing | 
Leland Hayward; Benjamin Altieri, | 
Louis 


and Molitch, of 


‘been brought by the estate of the ~ The trucking company will ap- | 
, late vaude and film producer, Max | 


|E. Hayes, charging copyright in- 
‘fringement. The action, filed last 
| week in N. Y. federa! court, seeks 
an injunction to halt the use of the 
sketch, ‘Friendly 
'“Peep Show” and to collect dam- 
ages. 7 

Papers in the suit declare that 
“Friendly Neighbors” is substan- 
tially the same as “Neighbors,” 
which Wells is charged with hav- 
ing assigned to Hayes in November, 


Neighbors,” in|! 


| 


/1929. Named in the action, besides | 
,/Todd and Wells, are ‘he B. R. T.' 
,Corp., corporate producer of “Peep | 
Show,” and an unidentified Richard | 


'Roe and John Doe. 
| Everett A. Hayes, ad.ainistrator of 
the Max E. Hayes estate. 

' According to Todd, he acquired 
‘the “Friendly Neighbors” 
‘from Wells, and knew or knows 


Plaintiff is | 


ply specifically for a permit to) 
operate as a public utility “carry- | 
ing equipment supplies and other 
materials useful in the operation 
and maintenance of itinerant the- 
atrical productions over irregular 
routes.” 


Seattle’s Met Getting 
Moore’s Old Schedule 


Seattle, Oct. 24. 


With leasing of the Moore the- 
atre, for many years devoted to 
stock, musicals and subscription 
attractions, as a “Seattle Revival 
Center” for touring evangelists, 
impresario Cecilia Schultz has 
moved her attractions to the regu- 





‘Jar legit house, the Metropolitan. 


sketch | 


‘nothing of what the writer may’ 
|have done with any similar mate- | 


rial. He explains that since the 
matter was brought to his atten- 


tion, the $50 weekly royalty for the | 
‘ terfiy,” “Rigoletto,” “Carmes” and 


'use of the sketch in “Peep Show” 
!has been placed in escrow. 


>» 


Thus Ballet Russe de Monte Carlo 
will be at the 1,500-seater Metro- 
politan Nov. 14-18. 

Hugh Becket has the Pacific 
Opera Co. for the next big attrac- 
tion, Nov. 20-21-22, for four per- 
formances, sealed from $3.75. “But- 


\“La Boheme” are set. 


one season. Top price for such 
shows is limited to $2.50 for mu- 
_sicals and $2 for straight plays, 
| exclusive of tax. The management 
| must agree to submit weekly state- 
ments of operating exvenses and 
certified boxoffice returns. The 
principal concession permits an 
extra performance (a ninth) per 
week without extra compensation 
, and does not require a full day’s 
rest during each seven-day period. 


Aldrich, Myers to Revive 
‘Guardsman’; Raymond, 
MacDonald Set as Stars 


Revival of “The Guardsman,” co- 
starring Jeanette MacDonald and 
Gene Raymond, will be the sea- 
son's first production for Richard 
Aldrich & Richard Myers, in as- 
sociation with Julius Fleischmann. 
The Molnar comedy, in which 
Alfred Lunt and Lynn Fontanne 
first appeared, will open on the 
Coast in January and is due on 
Broadway in February. It will be 
financed at $50,000 and. will prob- 
ably have a $16,000 break-even 
point. No director or designer is 
set. 

Also on the Aldrith 
lineup for the season are “The 
Shrike,” for which Arthur Ken- 
nedy is being sought, with author 
Joseph Cramm slated to direct; 
“The Moon Is Blue,” by F. Hugh 
Herbert, also momentarily hung up 
by casting problems, and “The 
Gainsborough Girls,” by Cecil 
Beaton, which may be done in Lon- 
don next spring. “The Shrike,” 
formerly under opti¢ 3 to Jose Fer- 
rer, is tentatively bikt¢geted at 
$60,000. 





& Myers 
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Plays Out of Town ee o y y 
“As You Like It” — Erlanger, timely. A few of the jokes fz 
The Country Girl [some of which are pungent and ¢pj_ (23-4), Burning Bright tein, | flat anil dharoatavlestions at on 
. ' much of it slyly witty. ‘Bell, Book d Candle” (try- Richard Rodgers & Oscar Hammerstein, seem insipid. These can be over. 
Oct. 24 i hh Bell, ook an =. 2d, presentation of drama in three acts . Over 
SOOE, SICK. 29 Although there is much numor out) — Shubert, New Haven (25-; 24.,Presentation of dranst inbeck. stars | looked in the general good horse. 
Dwight Deere Wiman production, a in the script, which the cast com- 28): Plymouth, Bost. (30-4). | Kent Smith, Barbara Bel Geddes, Howard play and wit. 
drama hf. mare, Oe er testis petently projects, the paradoxical “Bl ’ Time”—Aud., Roches- Da_ Silva; ee Tres pose an Richard Barr’s direction of the 
Riven Hill, and’ includes Louis Veda| and sometimes intricate speech is ossom 11 ” comet ow. Be a eo costumes, Aline | Arena proceedings is satisfactory 
Quince, Michael Howard, Peter Kass, rather difficult to follow, especial- ter (3-4). | Bernstein. At Broadhurst. N. Y» Oct. 18] enough. Will Kuluva  limne 
Phyllis Love, Tony Alberts. Staged PY |). i¢ the listener is unfamiliar with “Brigadoon” — Erlanger, Buffalo | *39;"$480 top ($6 opening). : *8 
Odets; sets, Boris Aronson; costumes, | 1Y J e lis each, Ehas's. Wee Be. eh tee Wel o.ce.ee ss ...Kent Smith | amusing burlesque as the ignorant 
eS icine Raitt ae” +. as the actual mechanics Shea's: Samaeinie N. Y. (3D: | Friend Ed...ssssees Bowes P42 | ne tgs Major Pt ae bY an 
ct. 23, ‘00. AS “ = . an 2a S, . ’ . . ’ i Mord@@M..ccccscecess ba a be occasiona excess oO shoutin to 
a are conerned, the entire cast rates | Shea’s, Bradford, Pa. Dake oe Victor..... Secsescecescess Mattm Brooks ‘ar 3. Mem Wenantaher ie Pin 
sc ac if Cliffor ts ari k rj y strictly up} Meadville, Pa. (2); Capitol, Steu- po 
It looks as if Clifford Odets, after | kudos with the play strictly up| Mead , ba. ‘a, cellent as the pompous Major 
many a year without a solid click, | John Gielgud’s alley. George — |benville, Ohio (3); Aud., Charles According to author John Stein- | Saranoff, who never retreats, 
might make the grade with “The as the befuddled mayor, NO ton, W. Va. (4). beck, “Burning Bright” is a play-| apologizes or deviates. Lee Grant 
Country Girl.” He’s got some dis- Makeham as a simple chaplain, “Come Back, Little Sheba” — tc by which he means that| makes an engaging minx of. the 
tance to go yet to tighten and) and Peter Bull as a oe JUS" Cass, Detroit (23-28); Hanna, Cleve. ' jt was written as a combination of | romantic Raina, and Francis 
focus this backstage drama _ for | tice, keep ae with the ug he (30-4). the literary and dramatic forms | Lederer, once he works up to the 
Broadway, and it seems more |formances of the vere Phan single “Country Girl” (tryout) — Ma-| (the description and “he saids” are | cynical turns in the chocolate- 
geared for moderate grosses than gud and Pamela Brown. sg ¥ jestic Bost. (23-4) (Reviewed in deleted for the stage version). But | soldier Swiss captain role, is very 
evew. Om fet ee le ie ee ‘lie. VARIETY this week). whatever its merits in book forn’! persuasive and winning. 
stuft rates applause. Elie. “Death of a Salesman” — Aud., (it was published by Viking last Fred Stewart lends character to 
For he has composed a play that c Paul (28) KRNT theatre, Des| week, two days after the play’s| the servant’s role; Anne Jackson 
for all its momentary faults | Edwina +p dvig (24-95): Shrine : Mosque premiere) it is unsatisfying drama. Is pert and appealing as the am- 
a ‘hiv. eloquently and with . en 97.99\. Darkwav Madison. There is some admirable writing | bitious maid, and Josephine Brown 
pn traps cats lay ese Sogn, cand New Haven, Oct. 19. Peoria (27-28); Parkway, Madison,!, 1! mee ‘t part the | is properly broadly farcical as th 
ompassionate insight on a theme ai . Pig - David Milwaukee in it, but for the most pal 1e p p ’ ‘ y fi ¢ ¢ e 
that I nee é Donald Flamm, (by arrangement ith | Wise. (30-31); Davidson, 1 lav »ems more suitable for a_ oOfficious matron. Bron 
that has been tormenting woman- 5,1. "paubeny Productions) presentation (1-4) play seems m¢ a ; . 
kind since time began. And that is of melodrama in three acts (four scenes) od ee Blackstone library armchair than a stage, even 
—to what limit shall she go to by William Dinner and William Morum. ‘Diamond L’il _ acKS ’ though it has a strong and moving 
Ui . Stars Signe Hasso. Robert Harris; fea Chi. (23-4) . — ‘iginal and dee b 
protect, nurture and remain stead- tures Michael Shepley. Marjorie Rhodes ° “ a H 7 third acl AS an origina a ‘ J a Off-B Wa Show 
fast to the man she loves when) Staged by Basil Langton: lighting = D’Oyle Carte — Opera ouse, felt work by America’s most dis- y 
l vh ak a setti Leo Kerz: costumes. om ot | Bost. (23-4) tinguisked novelist, the play may 
that quality which makes him a a, - ‘t, New Haven, Oct. Bost. (23-4). —_ inguisle list, t y. 
man of talent also contributes to io 35. '$3.60 m— , ) “Edwina” (tryout) — Forrest, have an intense if limited audience, 
an i I ai 0; $3 ‘ : 99 Poviewe i ARTIFETY P . ° Mine + . = ~ 
his and to her own destruction. i ae Rei pe ae Marjorie Rhodes Phila (23-4) (Reviewed in VARIETY pit it isn't like ly to find general Angel With Red Hair 
With Georgie Elgin (Uta Hagen). Henry Martin, ....++0+. gg: He his week popularity, and is a dubious box- wae nine , ' 
With Georgie Lisin : “*l") Gregory Black cecceees ober rris “Ce . 2refer Blondes” — 7.) a - ackfriars’ Guild production of comedy 
the problem lies in the regenera- E zabeth Graham ..... Signe Hasso = Gentlemen Prefer woe e office prospect in three acts by Ted Farah Staged by 
tion ‘of he. husband, Frank (‘Paul Curran, ese hoe O alia Shu Probably only a successful, cou- eon peony: sets ang Somemen, Ferd 
cde ae : a rg “Guys anc oOlls tryout)—-. ae Py th r such as Steinbeck | Allan; lighting, Joan Tyne. At ack- 
Kells from the heights ol the : . sl vor . >» 2 oy, (92_9Q)- ‘rlanger rageous autho S as + | friar’s Guild, N. Y., Oct. 19, °50. 
theatre to the depths. Called to More a psychological study | in bert, Phila has 28): gore at (or Thornton Wilder) would have | Therese Auclair......... Lynn Thatcher 
ead new role by a devoted the devastating effects of suspicion phija, (31-4) (Reviewed in VARIE attempted so unconventional a | Tristan Beauvais _Renauld Doisson 
spi ag cin AE eee . than an out-and-out thriller, there’s Oct 18. '50) mination tar : this. And ri- | Maurice Chausson.....Charles Alvin Bell 
young director who had never for- F ictlyv : \ 9 ) ust dramatic orm as this. And cu Clothilde Chausson Dorothy Storm 
Sections Frank’s bie day. he accepts | Mot enough meat here for strictly “Hilda Crane (tryout Locust, ously enough, it is not the unor-! Father Sylvestre.....2..., Edwin Ardath 
the role though tormented by the gooseflesh fans. On the ae 9% Phila. (23-28 a3 ‘do et . thodox treatment that defeats — oe a te (29 rare 
fear he cannot commit his lines to the clinical aspect of the 7s A lade gg ioe ag Bese Plymouth, | Burning Bright,” but the fact that | Roch Morel ..-.... weeeeee. Clayson Hart 
memory and the hostility of the Mot sufficiently absorbing to hol “I Know My Love -_ ny nya | steinbeck has squandered poetic Kay Beekman.............-. Denise Milan 
‘e pe ee Gearaia enn. tele interest over a substantial period. Bost. (23-28): Court veh language in two slow, conversa- peeks 
= S : aX asi of 4 ; y ; y “rR rj 9” . . sie 4.¢ §& 30- rd Wl« : So . ° - . . . 
eet 3 but only after taking a Which leaves “Edwina By es the Springfield, Ma s. (30-1); ave tional acts before he comes to Until shortly before the opening 
terrible beating. | fence—a_ precarious gesinge i Portland, Me. (3-4 ris. Chi. (23-4). Sips with the story and develops of “Angel With Red Hair,” the 
is i ; ‘i ‘long: its these days of quick hits ol oe “Innocents —Harris, Taf , d.. the basic situation. Some of the, Blackfriars’ Guild was on the verge 
me i ryprsieey a ne fpemser boon and a too-handy target for “nor “Kiss Me, Kate rey 1 dia | writing of the first two acts is'of losing its 57th street, N. Y., 
sine is ~~ oop entagyptigg> and lean ical _potshots. As a short story or Cincinnati (23-28); Murat, Indian- expressive, but it is frequently | theatre, at the end of 1950. Howe 
enough, and there are disturbing- a one-act play, this one could con- apolis (30-4). + fener repetitious, occasionally Somewhat | ever, having obtained a new lease 
ly incongruous flights of fancv ceivably fill the bill, but its full-| ““Lady’s Not for Burning” (try- ornate and takes forever to get to on the theatre, the Guild will cone 
couched in occasionally flabby and Jength chances, in its present state, out)— Shubert, Bost. (23-4) (Re- point. tinue to use the house as a showe 
even flowery prose. | But the basic | are indicated as negative. viewed in VARIETY this week). | ' Steinbeck is dealing with the case for talent and original plays. 
materials are absorbing) right and Once again a London hit has “Lend An Ear” — Nixon, Pitt. inoue of sterility, and he has at- A light comedy with a religious 
the basic dramatic flow thoroughly eon ferried across the Big Pond (23-4). ; " an |tempted to tell his story in uni- | theme, this Ted Farah work serves 
ensrossing. The characterizations of gniy to involve a metamorphosis “Lost in the Stars” —Hartman, | vopcal terms. The play has only as a Satisfactory opener for the 
Georgie and Frank are deep and that adds up to ineffectual stage Columbus (24-28); Great Northern, | ¢,\.. characters, the middleaged Guild’s 1950-51 season and is the 
humane. But the characterization of fare. Said to vary considerably Chi. (30-4). ak . 'husband, young wife, their devoted 31st original script preemed by the 
the director is more obscure; the from the London version, this one “Mister Roberts”—Ford’s, Balti- friend and the interloper to whom org in N. Y. 
young man (who might for all the ceems to have lost whatever it was more (23-4). a the girl turns in order to give her, Localed in Quebec, story deals 
world be Elia Kazan), is at once that made it a click over there. “Oklahoma”—Royal _ Alexandra, sterile husband the child he craves, | With a young couple and the anal 
lronical and wiSe, violent and Not bad enough to pan or good Toronto (23-28): Cass. Detroit (30- The first-act scene is a circus, the | Ogy of their lives to an old legend. 
tender, and he is superbly realized enough to praise. it falls into legit’s 4). second act a farm and the third a | Basically, show has a 23-year-old 
by Steven Hill, but he is difficult’ no-man’s land. It will require ex- “Out of This World” (tryout) — ship. with the husband first an gal convincing a promising artist, 
to grasp. The other characters ceptionally strong bootstraps to Shubert, Phila. (30-4). ; acrobat, then a farmer and finally | Who has a chance to marry a rich 
have all Odets qualities of realism | extricate it from that — med, White and Bine’ Gres (a captain. Particularly in the final femme and do commercial draw- 
and veracity, but they are merely, story concerns a 19th century —Paramount, Los Angeles (23-25), ‘scene of affirmation, the play is | imss for her father’s concern, that 
the bystanders in the drama. British schoolmaster whose patron-| Union High School, Phoenix (31-1); ‘gripping and even touching. | he would do better to paint. In do- 
It is clear from the outset that jing wealthy wife has caused him Liberty Hall, El Paso (3-4) =| The performances are fine. In in& so, gal also lands the guy. 
this is Miss Hagen’s play. Hers is | tg turn to the wife’s youthful com- | viewed in (VaRIETY, Oct. 11, °50). the long, difficult role of the hus- — hy 9 oe —s ae 
the central decision, and hers the panion for his romantic outlet.| “Relapse (tryout) — _ Gayety.|/pond which provides the impetus @live the legend to which their lives 
pivotal characterization. It is a’ play opens on the day of the wife’s , Wash. (23-4) (Reviewed in VARIETY, | and drive for the whole drama, | 2Te analogous and in fhe end anv 
" difficult role, too, more so than it scheduled funeral, but the arrival | Oct. 11.°50). Kent Smith’s playing is as impres- | ing a chapel, built in —, of the 
seems, and she brings to it a | of a Scotland Yarder investigating “South Pacific’ — Orpheum, | ive as anything he has done in | legend, from being destroyed by a 
mature artistry of great impact.| causes other than a natural death Omaha (24-28); Aud., St. Paul (30-|the theatre. It is vigorous, au- | eae Wren Pere, 
Kelly, in a role perhaps easier to brings postponement of that 1); Lyceum, Minneapolis (2-11). thoritative and above all believ-| Cast, headed by Peggy McCay 
play but by no means easier to’ function Script then emphasizes “Streetcar Named Desire” — apie Barbara Bel Geddes return- | 224 Clayson Hart, perform compe- 
. ¢ ° i . | e « « ’ " 
project, gives the tortured acting|the suspicion that develops be- Lyric, Allentown (23-24): Rajah, | tently, with Dorothy Storm 


genius all the qualities to make it tween the lovers as to who was re- 
convincing that he is indeed all he sponsible for the wife’s death, a 
once—as a character—was. point intensified by the discovery 

Much work still needs to be done | of arsenic in the latter’s body. Final 
on this play to bring it into focus | curtain is not so much a solution 
and to steady it down, but it finds | of the mystery, as it is evidence of 
Odets back in the vein of his early, | how suspicion can destroy the love 
memorable plays. It is not a pleas- | held by two people. K 
ant play—nor a grim one, either— | Donald Flamm has given this 
but it does offer a thoughtful, play a worthwhile production from 


mature evening in the theatre. and | both acting and scenic angles. Ex- 
is could well pay off. Elie. 





| uted and there’s a topflight interior 
'of a suburban London home. 
Signe Hasso and Robert Harris 
|are starred as the companion- 
, schoolmaster lovers and they regis- 
P Atlantis | (Theatre Guild, Tennent Pro-| ter well in the roles. Same goes 
gemedy in Taree nets te Calas en, | for featured players Michael Shep- 


The Lady's Not for 
Burning 
Boston, Oct. 24. 





Stars John Gielgud, Pamela Brown, Di.| ley, as the investigator, and Mar- | 
rected by Gielgud; sets, Oliver Messel.| jorie Rhodes, the housekeeper. 
t Shubert, Boston, Oct. 23, ’50. 4 : eae £45 
DN. . sc. da dewsta., Richard Burton From a thesping viewpoint, s . 
Thomas Mendip........ .. John Gielgud | case of the individual ingredients 
Alizon Eliot......... -.-Penelope Munday being superior to the finished prod- 
Nicholas Devize........ ‘ David Evans | uct of the play as a whole 

Margaret Devize ......... Nora Nicholson : A play = nbli t 
Humphrey Devize ......... Richard Leech | Direction varies.from_ ambling to 
Mayor Hebble Tyson....... George Howe | rambling, more a result of mate- 
Changin CUrdemayne..... Pamela Brown | via) shortage, necessitating padding 
Chaplain cece. eeesess- Biot Makeham f stagi 

. Justice Edward Tappercoom Peter Bull of scenes, than a lack of staging 


Matthew Skipps Esme Percy 


skill. Bone. 





“The Lady’s Not For Burning” | imi 
is a beautifully - done romantic | NCAC Pacts Mimi Benzell 
comedy set in the 15th century | For Concert Bookings 


which unfortunately, due to its. ae ‘ 

extreme wordiness, wil! only click! Mimi Benzell, ex-Metopera_so- 

with a limited clientele. prano, now doing  nitery work 
Taking place in a single setting,| ‘she’s current at the Cotillion 


that of a room in the house of a| Room, Hotel Pierre, N. Y.) has 
mayor of a small English town,| been signed by National Concert 
the play attacks the ancient sport! & Artists Corp. for the 1951-52 
of witch-hunting, with the princi-| season. NCAC will handle her ex- 
pals expounding the utter stupidity | clusively for concerts, with Jack 
of ee cette met « 2 Bertell, her personal manager, 
arged caldien whe und a Gis! booking her for niteries and vaude. 
charged soldier who claims he had : ; 
nem a E r i Before coming to the Met in 
murdered a local Skid Row in- iss B l pl : 
habitant in an effort to be hanged, . 1945, Miss enzel P ayed on Broad- 
and a lonesome gal, whose closest “@Y in “Rosalinda. 
friends are a poodle and a pea- 
cock, who is tabbed by the towns- | me 
folk as a witch. When both appear Municipal Opera chorus member, 
in the mayor's office, he to plead | Won an $8,800 damage suit verdict 
futilely to be hanged and she to be for injuries suffered when struck 
Sentenced to the stake, the mavor 
. ¢ and chief 





: justice agree to allow brewery a year ago. Housh claims 
pa them one last night fling. This that the injuries, including a 
; they accomplish by giving out with! broken jaw, stopped his singing 


longwinded philosophical pitches, career. 





cellent performances are contrib- | 


James Housh, a forme: St. Louis | 


| Reading (25): Playhouse, Wilming- 
ton (26-28): Klein Memorial Aud., 
Bridgeport (30); Metropolitan, 
Providence (31-1); Academy of Mu- 
sic, Northampton, Mass. (2); Aud., 


Greenfield, Mass. (3); Aud., Wor- 
cester (4). f 
| “Summer and Smoke” — Bilt- 


more. Los Angeles (23-28). : 
“Two Blind Mice” Shea’s, 
Jamestown. N. Y. (23); Shea’s, 


Pa. (24): Shea’s, Ashtabula, Ohio 
(25): Colonial, Akron. Ohio (26); 
| Virginia. Wheeling, W. Va. (27): 


Weller, Zanesville, Ohio (28); 
Cincinnati (30-4). 


RENT BILL STYMIES 


Cox, 





Chicago, Oct. 24. 


Yiddish theatre here, which has 
been active through the stock 
group of the Douglas Park Play- 
house, has temporarily disbanded 
with the action of the Workmen 
|Lyceum Corp., who ousted the 
group with its producer, Oscar 
| Ostroff, from the theatre. Build- 
| ing company claimed that the pro- 
| ducer owed $5,100 in back rent 
and was asking a lien on monies 
deposited with them. 


_ Ostroff in the last few years had 
been using name attractions with 





augurating Yiddish translations of 
former Broadway hits like “Little 
Foxes” and “Anna Lucasta” for the 
first time in the Jewish theatre. 
Under the benefit system, Ostroff 
had been grossing over $100,000 
per season for the past several 
years. 

Group may move over to the 
Rena theatre, formerly the Lawn- 
dale, to present Yiddish vaude- 
| ville and skits with dialect films. 





by a freight hoist in a St. Louis | Miss Halpern has been offered a/ 


tour of “Little Foxes” and “Anna 
Lucasta” in Israel, Buenos Aires 
and London, with over 20° of the 
| ross being the bait offered. 


Erie, | 


YIDDISH LEGIT IN CHI 


his biggest star, Dina Halpern, in-' 


\ing to legit after several years in 
films, is direct, radiant and very 
|}appealing as the wife, while How- 
| ard Da Silva builds his perform- 
jance convincingly to his superb 
| third-act scene, and Martin Brooks 
iis effective in the thankless role 
of the “other man.” 

Guthrie McClintic’s staging 
‘doesn’t succeed in giving move- 
iment to the first two acts, but is 

taut in the emotional 
|third act. Perhaps the outstanding 
| element of the production, how- 
‘ever, is Jo Mielziner’s skeletonized 
scenery and 


| admirably 


eloquent , lighting, | 


and 


Anna Leonard doing okay in the - 


comedy department. A live lamb 
is also used for a good yock effect. 
Dennis Gurney’s direction is effec- 
tive, while Floyd Allan has pro 
vided colorful, professional setting. 
Gros. 





BOSTON SYMPH IN 126 


TAKE AT TROY STOP 


Troy, N. Y., Oct. 24. 
Appearance of the Boston Sym- 


| Which lend color and atmosphere | phony Orchestra at the Rensselaer 


(and a sense of impending drama 
to each locale. Hobe. 





| Arms and the Man 


David Heilweil & Derrick Lynn-Thomas 
presentatien of comedy in three acts by 
| Bernard Shaw. Stars Francis Lederer, 
Sam Wanamaker; features Lee Grant, 

Josephine Brown, Anne Jackson, Will Ku- 
luva, Fred Stewart. Directed by Richard 
Barr. Designed and lighted by Paul Mor- 
rison. At Arena (Hotel Edison), N. Y., 

Oct. 19, '50: $3 top. 
Catherine Petkoff 
Raina Petkoff 
Louka... .. ye 
| Captain Bluntschli 
| Russian Officer 
SCs 666645004 6hd-40056042 
| Major Paul Petkoff ; 
Major Sergius Saranoff. Sam 


. Lee Grant | 
Anne Jackson | 
Francis Lederer 
Milton Selzer 
Fred Stewart 
Will Kuluva 
Wanamake: 


_._ Bernard Shaw’s gentle satire on 
love, war, social systems and the. 
Balkan temperament stands up 
| pretty well over the years, even 
in this undistinguished though | 
pleasant Arena theatre revival. 
Theatre-in-the-round style ham-! 
| pers the presentation a bit, as do 
|a few excesses in performance. | 
| Production and play both creak a 
| little at the start. But when the'| 
| show starts to roll, it hits a fast. 
clip, and winds up with a very. 
funny third act to more than. 
justify its production. It’s overall | 
good fun. 


Shaw’s digs at the military, even 


it concerns cynical Swiss, 
mercenaries and pompous -19th | 
,century Bulgarian officers, has 


_ pertinence and 


humor today, in? 
spite of the 


horrors of current | 


warfare. His jabs at class distine- 
| tions and social snobbery are more. 


ere cr Josephine Brown | 


Polytechnic Institute “Field House 
|last Twesday (17) was not only 
an artistic but also a financial suc- 
cess, approximately 5,660 paid ad- 
missions at $1.20 to $4.20, account- 
ing for an estimated $12,000 gross. 
Audience was largest ever regis- 
tered at a Capital Drstrict musical 
event. Symphony had a guarantee 
of $5,000, according to H. A. Garen, 
manager of the Field House. Troy 
was the first stop on a 10-day tour 
taking the Charles Munch-directed 
unit as far as Ann Arbor, Mich. 


‘Salesman’ Sad $9,500 
In Minneapolis Return 


Minneapolis, Oct. 24. 

Touring edition of “Death of & 
Salesman,” starring Albert Dek 
ker, in a return visit here last 
week, grossing a sad $9,500 iu 
eight performances at the Lyceum. 

Arthur Miller drama is _ split- 
ting this week between St. Paul, 
Des Moines and Peoria. 


Guild Buys ‘Screwball’ 


Agent Claire Leonard has sold & 
play, “The Little Screwball,” to 
the Theatre Guild. 

Written by Walt Anderson, play 
is the author’s first, and concerns 
a Puerto Rican family in N. Y- 
It’s earmarked for early produc- 
tion, 
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Total Legit Grosses 


The following are the comparative figures based on VARIETY’s 
boxoffice estimates for last week 


and the corresponding week of last season: 


BROADWAY 
Number of shows current 


Total weeks played so far by all shows.... 

Total gross for all current shows last week.. 

Total season’s gross so far by all shows.... 

Number of new productions so far........ 13 8 
ROAD 


(the 21st week of the season) 





This Last 

Season Season 

a i asa 21 20 
370 341 } 

$570,100 $532,800 


$8,705,000 $8,992,800 


(Excluding Stock, Ice Shows and Outdoor) 
Number of current touring shows reported 28 22 
Total weeks played so far by all shows.... 292 258 
Total road gross reported last week....... $653,098 $473,700 


Season’s total road gross so far 


$7,141,398 $5,994,200 








ChiB. 0. Healthy Despite Weeks Heat: 
‘Sheba’ $20,100, ‘Innocents’ $16,000 


Chicago, Oct. 24. 

Although Chicago sweltered ‘un- 
der 80 degree heat for most of the 
week, legit take was healthy in all 
cases except for “Springboard to 
Nowhere,” 
urday (21). Convention trade is 
pulling “Diamond Lil’ to new rec- 
ords and like action is being felt 
with the other legiters. “As You 
Like It” opened yesterday (23) at 
the Erlanger with the house almost 
sold out for the three-week engage- 
ment. 

Estimates for Last Week 

Ballet Russe de Monte Carlo, 
Opera House ‘lst week) ($3.71; 3.- 
600). Very lush $51,000. 

“Come Back, Little Sheba,” Er- 
langer (4th week) ($3.80; 1,334). 
Exited Saturday (21) with over 
$20.100, easily its best gross to 
date. 

“Diamond Lil,” Blackstone (5th 
week) ‘$4; 1.358). Trade still hefty 
with $26,500 for the frame. 

“Innocents,” Harris (5th 
($3.80; 1.000). Holding up well with 
$16. 000. 

“Springboard to Nowhere,” Sel- 
wyn ‘$3.71; 1.000). Folded Satur- 
day 
business; 


Tomorrow 136, 


G.&S. 266, Hub 


Boston, Oct. 

Only three legit a ‘in 
Boston last week. all of them doing 
okay in general improvement 
around town in most entertain- 
ment fields. Two new ones as of 
this week, “The Lady’s Not For 
Burning” replacing “The Day 
After Tomorrow” at the Shubert, 
and “The Country Girl” relighting 
the Majestic, 
a year or 
ahead are Bell, 
the San Carla Opera Co., “Ring 
Around the Moon, “The Consul,” 

“Edwina” 
Mian. 

Estimates for Last Week 

“Day Afier Tomorrow,” Shubert 
(2d week) (1,750; $3.60). Held fairly 
well on second and final week to 
about $13,000. 

D’Oyly Carte Opera Co., Opera 
House ‘lst week) (3,000; 
First week ran into nice, 
biz with Gilbert & Sullivan 
eriory, taking about $26,000. Sec- 
ond week current with one more 
after that. 

“ET Know My Love,” Plymouth 
(Ist week) (1.200: $3.60). 
time around for this one, but in a 
revised version that was well-liked. 
Marquee draw helped for about 
$18.700 on first week. Final week 
is current. 


‘Stars’ $30,100 in Split 


Cincinnati, Oct. 24. 
“Lost in the Stars” opened 
Cinecy’s legit season with a lofty 


$5,000. 





more. Immediately 





$16,100 for four performances con- ; 
in the} 
Top 


cluded Sunday night (22) 
2.500-seat Taft theatre here. 
was $4.31. Show had previously 
picked up $6,500 in two perform- 
ances at Louisville and another 
$7,500 in two at Huntington, W. Va. 
That gave it a total of $30,100 on 
the eight-performance week. 

“Kiss Me, Kate” tenants 
house this week at the same scale. 


‘Savage’ $12,100, D. C. 
Washington, Oct. 24. 
“Curious Savage” climbed — to 
$12.100 for its second week at the 
Gavety here. 
“heatre Guild's 
“Tne Relapse” opened 
night (23) for two weeks. 





pre-Broadwiy 
here last 
Marking 


time behind it, also for a two-week | tap, 
“Lend an) biz. 
| for 


run at the 


r 


Gayety is 


the | 1'500 seat house was scaled to $4.27 


+ 





4 


which folded here Sat- | 


week) | 


(21) after two weeks of brutal 


first legit in here in| 
'formances at 6,600-seat Shrine Au- 
Book and Candle,” | 


and “Death of a Sales- | 


$4.20). | 
steady | 
rep-- 


Second , 


Blackstone 116, K.C. 


Kansas City, Oct. 24. 
Stage season was opened at the 
Orpheum theatre last week with 
the Blackstone magic show on 
stage for the week of Oct. 16-21. 
On six days and eight perform- 
ances. at $2.50 top, biz was light. 
Fox Midwest has film, “All About | 
Eve,” in the Orpheum, currently, 
but some legits are set later. 
Estimate for Last Week 
Blackstone. Orpheum — ($2.50; 
1.913). Magician is apparently | 
good tor a certain amount of trade, 
but it was a moderate week here, 
six evening and two matinee show- 
ings amounting to slow $11,000. 


Red Drops 206 
In 15 L.A. Days 


Los Angeles, Oct. 
“Red, White and Blue” ol its 
local run five days early last week 
to provide time for repairs follow- 
ing a backstage blaze. Steadily 
sinking grosses convinced’ the 
American Legion that little would 
be lost by a curtailed run and the 
revue will try again with an Oct. 
31 date in Phoenix. Show is es- 
timated to have lost better than 

$20,000 during its local stand. 
“The Burning Bush” also wound 
up over the weekend, leaving the 
Coronet dark again. Biltmore re- 
kindled last night (23) for a one- 





| $39.500 in 


week stand of “Summer. and 
Smoke.” 

Sadler's Wells Ballet. which 
opened here last Thursday (19), 
will be capacity for all 12  per- 


ditorium through Saturday (28), | 
assuring a gross of $205,000. Addi- 
tional ticket orders totaling nearly 
$200.000 could not be filled. 
Estimates for Last Week 


“Ballet Ballads,” Century (2d> 
wk) ($3,60; 380). Very nice $5,500 
and buildirig. 

“Red, White and Blue,” Para- 
mount (3d wk) ($4.80; 3.344). Dour 
$17,500 for the second full week, 
giving the American Legion show 
$56.000 for the 15-day stand—about 
$20.000 under costs. 

“Strictly Dishonorable,” Las Pal- , 
mas (2d wk) ($3.60; 388). Another 
profitable $5,000 week. Holds to 
Nov. 4, then moves to Frisco. 

“The Burning Bush,’’ Coronct 
(5th wk-8 days) ($3.60; 255). Fi-. 
naled Sunday (22) with a pale, 
$1,200 for the eight days. Total for 
the 31-day stand hit an in-the-red 


$7.000. 
| “The Telephone” and “The 
Medium,” El Capitan (3d wk) 


($4.80; 1,142). Slipped to $9,500, | 
just about borderline. 


‘Lend an Ear’ OK $20,000 
In Hot St. Louis Stand 


St. Louis, Oct. 24. 
midsummer tempera- | 
wound up its | 





Battling 
ures, “‘Lend An Ear” 


' one-week, eight-performance stand | 


at the American theatre Saturday 
(21) with a fair b.o. score. The 


and the show grabbed an estimated | 
gross of $20,000. Crities dished | 
out raves for the piece and cast, | 
with John Beal and Gloria Hamil- | 
ton being singled out. 

Blackstone and his black magie 
extravaganza opened a two-week 
engagement at the American Sun- 
day matinee (22) with a good 
house. With cooler weather on 
show is expected to do neat 
The house is scaled to $2.44 
Blackstone. 


| gagement, 


| and 


cals. 


‘block long nearly all day. 


“Out of This 


pa. (1,450; $3.90). 
‘Restoration piece, playing on ATS- 


' Moon” 


Pacific’s’ $138,965 In 
10 at Dallas Sets New 
High in Gross Records 


Dallas, Oct. 24. 
The touring “South Pacific” set 
an all-time gross record here last 
week, piling up a take of $138,965 
in 10 performances ending Satur- 


| day night (21) at $4.80 top in the) 


4,300-seat Fair Park Auditorium. 
House was absolutely jammed and 
extra chairs were installed at all 
24 performances during the en- 
on which the total gross 
reached $320.000. Net profit on 
the stand is estimated to have been 
around $90,000-$100,.000. 
Although the “South Pacific” 
figure is a new high for 10 per- 
formances, the regular eight-per- 
formance gross for the final Mon- 
day-through-Saturday span was 
$112,368: or still not 
record $119,811 set by “Oklahoma” 
in eight performances at $4.20 top 
at the Municipal Auditorium, Okla- 
homa City, in November, 1946. In- 
cidentally, both “South Pacific’ 
“Oklahoma” are Richard Rod- 
gers-Oscar Hammerstein, 2d, musi- 


“South Pacific’ troupe’ spent 
Sunday (22) and vesterday (Mon. 
travelling. It opens tonight ‘(Tues.) 
at the Orpheum, Omaha, where it 
continues through next Saturday 
(28). It plays Oct. 30-Nov. i at the 
Auditorium, St. Paul, and Nov. 2-11 
at the Lyceum, Minneapolis. 


‘tuys 39146, Phila; 
Relapse’ $13,000 


Oct. 24. 





Philadelphia, 
The sensational biz of “Guys 
and Dolls” continues to be the 
highlight along the legit front. 
Big new musical scored an ace 
its first full week at 
the Shubert and was absolute ca- 
pacity from Tuesday on. 
ment wisely decided to keep show 
here but as Shubert was tied up 
with “Out of This World,’ which 
doesn’t open until Nov. 4, but 
which will rehearse here the en- 
tire week, “Guys and Dolls” will 
move to the Erlanger after this 
week. It will play there two weeks 
instead of the single originally 
planned. Seat sale started last 
Saturday (21) with a double line a 
Looks 
like two more capacity weeks for 
this highly-lauded new tuner. 
Quite a few dark weeks are pil- 
ing up for legit houses despite the 
generally fine biz so far. The 


| Walnut is dark this and next week, 
7, with the preem | 


re-lighting Nov. 


of “Golden State.” Locust hasn't 


anything immediately in — sight 
after “Hilda Crane” departs Satur- 
day (28). Forrest has “Edwina,” 


a tryout, this and next week but, 
Ballets de> 
| Paris to follow has been cancelled. | 


engagement of Les 


World” will play 
three weeks ‘plus Saturday night 


opening) at the Shubert. 


Estimates for Last Week 

“Guys ana Dolls,” Shubert (1st 
week) (1.870: $4.55). Musical went 
to capacity Tuesday and is sold out 
for its two weeks here, then mov- 
ing to Erlanger for an additional 
two weeks starting next Tuesday 
(31). Did $39.500 last week after 
boff $6,300 Saturday night preem. 
“Out of This World” preems here 
Nov. 4. 

“The Relapse,” Walnut (2d 

Old English 


subscription, got a fair 
in second of two weeks. 
dark again until Nov. 7 
preems. 

Locust (1st 
Dramatic try- 


Guild 
$13,000 
House 
when “Golden State” 
“Hilda, Crane,” 
week) (1,580; $3.90). 


‘out generally well received. Got 


$15,000 in first of two weeks. 
House has nothing listed to follow. 

“Mister Roberts,” Forrest ‘6th 
week) (1,670; $4.55) Final week 
saw this popular hit get a robust 
$25.000. “Edwina” in this week 
for two week tryout. 

“Streetcar Named Desire,” Er- 
langer (2nd week) (1,900; $2.60). 
Pop-priced scale proved a hit and 
with a sound 


ithis one went away 
$12,500, last two performances be- 
ing virtual sellouts. House dark 


until “Guys and Dolls” moves out 


there. 


‘Edwina’ $6,200 in 4, N.H. 
New Haven, Oct. 24. 

“Edwina” drew a lukewarm re- 
ception at the Shubert last week 
in its three-day stand (19-21). In 
for four performances at a $3.60 
top, take reached an_ estimated 
mild $6,200. 

This week has preem of “Bell. 
Book and Candle” ‘25-28'. with a 
hefty advances. Next week gets 
breakin of “Ring ‘Round The 
(Noy. 1-4). 








equal to the! 


Manage- |, 


$16,500); 


“tered 


Bway B.0. Sticks to Healthy Pace: 


Madam’ Leads List With $52,500: 
French’ $35,300, ‘Bright’ 166 in 5 


Legit attendance generally main- 
tained its healthy pace on Broad- 
way last week. Receipts followed 
the regular seasonal pattern, start- 
ing satisfactorily at most shows 
and pyramiding to sellout level by 
the weekend. Prospects for this 
week are a trifle better 

The total gross for all 21 shows 
last week was $570,100, or 85.41‘« 
of capacity. The previous week’s 
total for 21 shows was $547,100, or 
84.38 of capacity. 

Of last week's openings, “Burn- 
ing Bright” drew generally nega- 
tive reviews, but had a promising 
first part-week, with the advance 
sale a possible factor, while the 
Arena production of “Arms and 
the Man” also had lively patronage 
after dubious notices. “Call Me 
Madam” was the top 
its first full week, as “Peep Show” 
eased off a trifle. “South Pacific” 
remains the most-in-demand ticket, 
while “Kiss Me, Fate,” nearing the 
two-vear mark, is_ playing to 
standees at all performances, as 
arg the recent arrivals, “Affairs of 
State” and “Season in the Sun.” 
After a two-week layoff, “Black 
Chiffon” resumed Monday night 
(23) at the 48th Street, and this 
week’s openings include “Curious 
Savage,” “Day After Tomorrow” 
and the Bleecker Street offering 
of “Mrs. Warren's Profession.” 

Estimates for Last Week 

Keys: C (Comedy), D (Drama), 
CD ‘(Comedy-Drama), R (Revue), 
M (Musical), O 'Opera). 

Other parenthetic figures refer, 
respectively, to top price, number 
of seats and capacity gross. Price 
includes 20° amusement tax, but 
arosses are net: ie., exclusive of 
tax. 


“Affairs of State,” Royale (5th 
wk) (C-$4.80; 1.035; $26,848). Had 
standees all performances, but 
party commissions limited the 


gross to nearly $26,700 ‘previous 
week, $26,600). 

“Burning Bright,” 
(Ist wk) (D-$4.80; 1,160; 
Opened Wednesday night +18) to 
two favorable notices ‘Pollock, 
Compass; Watts, Post’ and five un- 
favorable (Atkinson, Times; Barnes, 
Herald Tribune; Chapman, News; 
Coleman, Mirror; Garland Journal- 
American; Hawkins, World-Tele- 
gram & Sun); first five perform- 
ances. (including $6 premiere) 
grossed $16,000. 


Broadhurst 
$28,000). 


grosser in: 


| ‘including 


“Call Me Madam,” Imperial (2d_ 


wk) (M-$7.20; 1.400; $51,847). First 
full week $52,500 ‘previous week’s 
four performances, $24,800). 

_ “Cocktail Party,” Miller (40th 
wk) (C-$4.80; 940; $21,600). Over 
$16.400 ‘(previous week, $17,600). 

“Daphne Laureola,” Music Box 
(5th wk) (CD-$4.80; 1.012; $25,000). 
Almost $15,700 ‘previous week. 
closing Nov. 4. 

“Death of a Salesman,” Morosco 
(89th wk) ‘(D-$4.80; 914; $23,800). 
About $14,800 ‘previous week, 
$15,500); closing Nov. 18 to tour 
the eastern cities. 

“Gentlemen Prefer Blondes,” 
Ziegfeld (46th wk) ‘M-S6; 1.628; 
$48.244). Almost $48.200 ‘previous 
week, $48,200). 

“Gioconda Smile,” Lyceum (3d 
wk) (D-$4.80; 995: $22,500). Bet- 
$17,300 ‘previous week 
$17,100). 

“Happy Time,” Piymouth (39th 
wk) (C-$4.80; 1.063; $29,019). Near- | 
ly $27,600 ‘previous week, $27,600). 

“Kiss Me, Kate,” Shubert (95d 
wk) (M-86: 1.361; $40.857). Over 
$41,100 ‘previous week, $41,100). 

“Legend of Sarah.” Fulton (2d 
wk) ‘(C-$4.80: 976: $23.000). First 
full week, over $11,600 ‘previous 
week's seven performances, $14.- 
500). 

“Member of the Wedding,” Em- 
pire ‘4lst wk! (D-S4.80; 1.082; 
$24.000). Topped $20,000 ‘previous 
week, $20,500). 

“Mister Roberts,” Alvin (135th 
wk) ‘(CD-$4.80: 1,360; $34,276). 
About $30,300 ‘previous week, 
$31,100). 

“Pardon Our French.” Broadway 
(3d wk (R-S6:; 1.900; $55,800). Near- 


” 


ly $35.300 ‘previous week, $39,400). | 


Winter Garden 
1.519: $53.400). 


“Peep Show,” 
(16th wk) ‘(R-$7.20: 


Almost $51.200 ‘previous week, 
$52.900). 

“Peter Pan,” St. James (26th 
wk! (M-$4.80; 1.571; $34.500'. Near- 


ly $31,200 ‘previous week. $32.100) 
“Season in the Sun,” Cort (4th 


wk) (C-%4.80: 1,656: $24,747). Al- 
most $24.800 ‘previous week, 
$24 800). 

“South Pacific.” Majestic ‘79th 


wk) (M-$6: 1.659: £59.1°%). Samo 
as alwavse. almost ©5800 

“The Conce’.” P mn" (2°d 
wk) (O-$4.80-$6; 1,065; $28,009). 


Nov. 


‘by “Death of a Salesman,” 


About $18,700 
$19,600). 

“Tickets, Please,” Coronet (26th 
wk! ‘(R-$4.80; 998; $26,600). About 
$16.000 ‘previous week, $18,000). 


Stock 

“Arms and the Man,” Arena (‘Ist 
wk) (CD-$3; 500; $10.600). Opened 
Thursday night (19) to one positive 
notice ‘Coleman, Mirror), six nega- 
tive ‘Atkinson, Times; Barnes, 
Herald Tribune: Chapman, News; 
Hawkins. World-Telegram & Sun: 
Pollack, Compass; Watts, Post) and 
one on-the-fence ‘Garland, Jour- 
nal-American); first four perform- 

ances got $3,800. 
Openings 
“Curious Savage,” 
$4.30; 1,214; $28,000). 
play, starring Lillian Gish. pre- 
sented by the Theatre Guild and 
Lewis & Young; production was 
financed at $50,000, cost about 
$30,000 ‘plus tryout loss of approxi- 
mately $20,000 and bonds and de- 
posits of $6,000) and can break 


(previous week, 


Beck ‘(CD- 
John Patrick 


even at around $13.500:; opened last* 


night ‘Tues.). 

“Day After Tomorrow,” Booth 
(C-$4.80; 712: $20,000). Frederick 
Lonsdale play, starring Beatrice 
Pearson, Melville Cooper, Ralph 
Michael, presented by Lee & J. J. 
Shubert; production was budgeted 
at $50,000. cost about $50,000 
trvout loss; no bonds 
required), and can break even at 
around $14,000; opens tomorrow 
night ‘Thurs.). 

“Mrs. Warren’s Profession,” 
Bleecker Street (C-$3; 299; $4.100). 
Shaw stock revival. starring Estelle 
Winwood and John Loder; pre- 
sented by Norman Rose and Ben 
Grauer; first of four productions 
financed at total of $10.000, cost 
about $4,500 ‘including bonds) and 
can break even at around $3,000; 
opens tonight ‘Wed.). 

Future Openings 


“Hilda Crane,” Coronet, Nov. 1 
(trving out). 
“Country Girl,” Lyceum, Nov. 7 


(trving out). 
“Lady’s Not for Burning,” Roy- 


ale. Nov. 8 ‘trying out). 

“Bell, Book and Candle,” Barry- 
more. Nov. 14 ‘rebearsing). 

“Guys and Dolls,” 46th Street, 


Nov. 16 ‘trying out). 
“Edwina,” Golden, 
20 ‘trving out). 


week of Nov. 


“Pride's Crossing,” Biltmore, 
week of Nov. 20 ‘rehearsing). 
“Relapse,” unspecified theatre, 


week of Nov. 20 ‘trying out). 

“Story for a Sunday Evening,” 
Playhouse, Nov. 21 (rehearsing). 

“Ring ’Round the Moon,” Beck, 
Nov. 23 (rehearsing). 

“Go'den State,” possibly Fulton, 
25 (rehearsing). 

“Tower Beyond Tragedy,” ANTA 
Plavhouse, Nov. 26 ‘rehearsing). 

“Out of This World,” Century, 
Nov. 30 (rehearsing). 

“Cellar avd the Well,” ANTA 
Plavhouse, Dee. 3. 

“Let’s Make an Opera,” unspeci- 
fied theatre, Dee. 10. 

“Bless You All,” Hellinger, Dee. 
14 ‘rehearsing). 

“King Lear,” 
atre, Dec. 25. 

“Second Threshold,” unspecified 
theetre. Dec. 26. 

City Center Drama, 
ter. Dec. 27. 


unspecified the- 


City Cen- 





“LIKE IT’ SETS DETROIT 


RECORD AT $32.533 


Detroit, Oct. 24. 
A new house record for a drama 
was made by Katharine Hepburn’s 
“As You Like It” when it grossed 
$32,533 in its second week at the 
Cass, Previous high gross was he'd 
which 
took in £32.100 a year ago. The 
first week of the Hepburn drama 
took in $28.500. being held down 
by Theatre Guild subscriptions. 
Current Cass presentation is 
“Come Back, Little Sheba,’ in for 
a weck. “Okiahoma”™ tollows for a 
two-week stand. 


‘Osla’ $29,500, Montreal 


Montreal, Oct. 24. 
» “Oklahoma.” playing the fourth 
time in Montreal. grossee a hefty 


£29,500 last week at His Majesty's. 
House. which seats 1,579. was 
scoled to a $3.94 top 
Theatre has heavy 
from now till Christmas 
“Borsehteapades of 51” 


bookings 
with the 
currently 


showing. io be follo: ed by the 
International Opera Co. for one 
week. Advence for the Lunts’ “I 
-Knew My Love.” set ‘or Nov. 6, 
j ‘yt end “Strectear Named 
Desire” reiurns Nov. 27. 





i 








-_ 
. 


60 LEGITIMATE 


VARIETY 





Wednesday, October 25, 1950 





Plays Abroad 


Out of This World 
London, Oct. 19. 


Val Parnell (in association with George 
and Alfred Black) production of revue 
in two acis (15 scenes! Production bs 
Alec Shaaks and Joan Davis. Features 
Frankie Howerd, Binnie Hale, Nat Jack- 





le rhe Ben Yost Royal Guards (5), War- 
re Latona and Sparks, Trio Gypsys. 
Jerry Desmond. Sheila Mathews, Meu 
reeu Sims. Decor by Alec Shanks, Erte, 
Be sutcliife; costumes by Josephine 
Cl Erte, Alec Shanks: sketches. son¢s 
a lialog by Hamish Menzies, Jerome 
Chodoro Pahil Park, Bob Hilliard, Dave 
\lan Con West, Talbot Rothwell. Dances 
avis. At London Palladiun 
exception ot Frankie 
] i and Warren, Latona and 
] i l it 
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Not the Porter Show 

] 
Port 
( ra. © Bro 
Ty rd? f) ‘5 
l 1 Le? 1 rye 
a 
Palladium engagement. Howerd is 


an acquired taste, but he has un- 
doubtedly endeared himself to the 
gritish audience His particuian 
brand of humor is of the suggestive 


kind, but he has a very disarming 


Way of putting it over 

Warren, Latona and Sparks. a 
last-minute substitute for a Conti- 
nental musical clown act, Rol and 
Arry, are almost residen at this 
house, having played it so often 
Nevertheless the act nt ove 
big 


\leet the Authors,” skit in \ h 
Hale. Jac kles and Howerd al con- 
cerned, is moderately funny. Con- 
cerns personal appearance ot ta- 
mous authors and doctors, who ren- 
der advice on how to be happ 
Not much comedy here, and over- 
long 

Realm of Romance” is the big 
scene in the first half, with How- 
erd attempting to sing for laughs, 
and getting them. Hale and Jack- 
ley get away with “You Are Older 
Than I" and a weak attempt at the 
Charleston. But the hit here are 
the Ben Yost Royal Guards singing 
their operatic and pops offerings, 
and the Trio Gypsys. Latter is 
adagio act, with the two hefty guys 
tossing comely gal around, with 
femme assuming all sorts of con- 
tortionistic positions. Act is nearly 
a showstopper. 

Second half has good laugh in 
“No. 10 Downing Street,” with 
Jackley and Howerd as two femmes. 
Plenty of political razzings which 
got big guffaws. 

3innie Hale follows in her spe- 
cialty, comprised mostly of mimi- 
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For: Legitimate Shows — Spot Book- 
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Hall — Television Studio. 
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cry of famous stars. Her best is of 
Gracie Fields singing “Sally.” For 
encore, she revived two numbers 
she sang when she appeared in 
“No, No, Nanette.” These were 
“Tea for Two” and “i Want to Be 
Happy,” which got returns. 


“Peacehaven Holiday Camp,” 


with Jackley, Howerd and Des- 
monde ana stooges, lacked the 
laughs of similar sketch in Jack 
Hylton’s “Knights of Madness. 
Getting spot, the Yost Guards 
came near halting the show with 
“Laugh Clown Laugh,” “Don- 
k S rade,” i other operat 
He ne » closin held 
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Marv Cl e's pla‘ 1dvertised ere 


is a Marcel Achard production 


opened auspiciousl\ He has 
brought very few changes in the 
lines of the play, apart from insert- 
ing a plug for Corona cigars. Where 
he has considerably altered the 
plas is as a director when he 


turned the Frank Fay part into that 


of a sweet dreamer Play looks 

i likely bet for Paris despite mixed 
e 

The play has been well presented 

Simone Berriau, with suitable 

Ss oe Gerard lille The Paris 

version stars Fernand Grave who 


could not be better. Jane Marken, 
his sister, and Monique Simon, 
as the niece, support him nicely 
Also providing comedy are Mar- 
celle Praince and Germaine Grain- 
val 

Jacques Baumer is good as the 
professor who ends by seeing Har- 
vey himself. This is made possible 
by the fact that when he picks up 
Harvey’s coat and hat, which have 
been left by Gravey on a table of 
the asylum’'s office, he finds that 
Achard has introduced a coat 6 feet 
long and has provided a hat with 
two big holes suitable for rabbit's 
ears to go through. Pierre Mondy, 
tough asylum attendant; Jacques 
Dynam, taxi driver, and Leon Wal- 
ther are good in their roles. 

Tempo of the French version is 
slower than the original. Mazi. 


Dear Miss Phoebe 
London, Oct. 14. 
Emile Littler’s production of musical 
play in two acts (six scenes) Adapted 
from J. M. Barrie’s ‘‘Quality Street,” by 
Christopher Hassall; music by Harry Parr 
Davies. Directed by Charles Hickman. At 
Phoenix theatre, London 
Phoebe Throssel 
Susan Throssel 
Valentine Brown 
Patty 
Recruiting Sergeant 
Fanny Willoughby 
Mary Willoughby 
Henrietta Turnbull 
Ensign Blades 


Carol Rave 

Olga Lindo 

Peter Graves 
Gretchen Franklifi 
Bernard Clifton 
Noel Dyson 

Mova Nugent 
Betty England 

a George Bradford 
Crarsette Parrett .......0.. 


Jean Telfer 
Lieutenant Spicer...... John Crocker 
, ot Ae eee John Hunter 


As a challenge to the pace of 
speedy American and_ ultra-mod- 
ern type musical, Emile Littler has 
resuscitated the graceful charm of 
J. M. Barrie’s “Quality Street” in 
this musical adaptation by Chris- 
topher Hassall and Harry Parr 
Davies. Adhering faithfully to the 
original play, with tuneful 
dies in keeping show attractive and 
nostalgic for the older generation. 
It will appeal more to these. play- 
goers, being on quiet lines, but 
should have its own special follow- 
ing because of colorful scenes and 
intelligent casting. Whole effect 


.is pleasing and restful to the eye 


melo- | 


and ear. Familiar story of two 
, demure sisters in a garrison town, 
who lose their fortune through un- 


lucky speculation, shows how they | 
are forced to turn their home into! 
an infant's school to win a living. | 


There is the dashing Peter Graves, 
who was unwittingly responsible 
for their financial setback. He 
goes off to war and leaves Miss 
Phoebe ‘Carol Raye) to don the 
old maid’s cap and wrestle -with 
the fractious youngsters of the 
neighborhood. On Graves’ return 
10 years later, his shock at her 
changed appearance goads her into 
attending the Waterloo victory ball 


dressed in youthful style, and pass- 


ng herself off as a niece She 
u é ids of the military men 
in es her for her flirtatious 
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Henri Bernstein, who for nearly 
90 years has foremost 


wright, has writ- 


al been the 
French drama play 


ten another local sock hit with 
heavy advance sale This stems 
from the fact that his play appeals 
to localites “Vietor” has been well 
produced, cast and directed De- 
spite local appeal, it is doubtful 
for Broadway because built along 


the same lines Bernstein has been 


using since he started writing. In 
iddition, t] play is made up of 
characters involved in moral turpi- 
tude, without one redeeming prin- 
cipal characte For the lL S 
screen It is even more dubious for 
+} 


ne same reasons 

Opening scene shows Bernard 
Blier leaving jail after serving a 
term for a crook, his employer who 
had used his own wife to persuade 
Blier to take the rap. She is wait- 
ing for him and he takes her to his 
cheap apartment where there is a 
homecoming visit apparently with 
the knowledge of the husband. 
Later at the rich husband’s home, 
Blier comes to tell the wealthy 
man he is through with him and 
wants to take his wife away. The 
husband stalls so long Blier walks 
out disgusted while she stays. One 
of the best scenes shows the hus- 
band compelling his resisting wife 
to dance with him. Her greed, 
coupled with his sex appeal, finally 
makes her surrender. This is won- 
derfully acted by Simone Renant 
and Jacques Castelot. 

Play then jumps over three 
years, showing the ex-con's apart- 


ment where he has a new girl, a 
little stenographer. They are both 
happy though penniless. The girl, 
Jane Martel, cheers him up by 


dancing for him, another highlight. 
The pay-off is that this poor man 
finds a patent which brings him a 
fortune. The crooked husband 
commits suicide while the wife is 
left to shift for herself. 

Bernstein has mounted the play 
with beautiful Wakhevitch sets and 


has a flawless cast, Bernard Blier, | 


as Victor; Castelot, as the crooked 
rich man, and Miss Renant, as the 
,unfaithful but mercenary wife, 
give splendid performances. 
ever, main interest centers on Miss 
Martel, as the stenog. She is one 


of the biggest hopes currently on} 


the French stage. Balance of cast 
is extremely good in secondary 
parts. Bernstein's direction is un- 
erring, and he likely could have 
,done most of the situations with- 
out resorting to use of some very 
coarse dialog. Mazi. 


How- | 


Actors’ Co. ‘Smoke’ 186 
In Western One-Nighters 


San Bernardino, Cal., Oct. 24. 


| Actors’ Co. production of “Sume 


mer and Smoke” picked up a total 
gross of $18,000 last week in two 
nights at Salt Lake City and one- 
nighters in Fresno, Stockton and 
the high school auditorium here. 


Tennessee Williams play, co- 
starring Dorothy McGuire, John 
Ireland and Una Merkel, calls it 


quits after the current week at 


the Biltmore, Los Angeles 


COSTELLOS SUING RR. 


FOR CRASH INJURIES 
Diosa Costello and her hu band 
Pupl Campo filed a $110,000 dam- 
se suit against the Union Pacitk 
R I N Y federal court ves- 
terday (Tues Complaint charges 
that both Miss Costello and her 


husband were upset mentally and 
result of a Union 


h 


physically as the 
Pacifie train crash in whic 


were involved 


Tine 
ines 


Crash referred to took place in 
September in Green River, Wyo 
while Miss Costello was travelling 

ith the “South Pacitic road col 

e has a featured 


ra 


King, Wyatt to Star In 
‘Winslow Boy’ on Coast 


Hollywood, Oct. 24 

Las Palmas Productions, which 
debuted with “Strictly Dishonor- 
able,” currently holding over at 
Las Palmas theatre, has signed 
Dennis King and Jane Wyatt to 
star in “The Winslow Bo; open- 
ing Nov. 6 Harold J. Kennedy 
will direct 
Cesar 


*“Dishonorable,” starring 


Romero, moves to the Geary, San 
Franciseo, after the local stand, 
and “‘Winslow probably will ftol- 


low. suut 





French Ballet Extends Its 
N.Y. Run; Jeanmaire Back 
Renee Jeanmalre ‘vent Into the 
“Carmen for Les 
Paris at the National, 
night (Tues marking 
she’s done the role 
created since last 
when she hurt her leg 


lead role ol 
Ballets de 
N. Y., last 
time 
‘which she 
April, 

French dance troupe has extend 
ed its N. Y. stay, originally slated 
to close Nov. 5 after a four-week 
run, and will change its bill next 


firsi 


Tuesday (31), adding two new Ro- 
land Petit ballets for their U. S. 
preems, “La Croqueuse de _ Dia- 


mants” (“The Diamond Cruncher”) 
and “Les Chaises Musicals” (‘'Mu- 
sical Chairs”). 


‘Kate’ $29,900, Columbus 


Columbus, O., Oct. 24. 
The touring company of ‘Kiss 
Me, Kate,’ in eight performances 





last week at the Hartman here, 
grossed $29,900. 
Cole Porter musical is playing 


the Taft 
this week. 


auditorium, Cincinnati, 





Schweid Play in Bow 


“A Town Awakes,” Yiddish play 
by Mark Schweid, with music by 
Sholem Secunda, will premiere 
Saturday (28) at the Theresa Kauf- 
man theatre of the 92d Street 
YMHA, N. Y. Menachem Rubin 
directed the play and is featured. 


Play will be taken on a coast-to- 
coast tour of U. S. and Canada, be- 
ing presented under auspices of 
Farband, labor Zionist order. It 
deals with the American Jewry's 
relationship with the new state of 
Israel. 


‘BLONDES’ 37G, FRISCO 

San Francisco, Oct. 24. 
“Gentlemen Prefer Blondes.” 
with Gertrude Niesen and John 
Boles, chalked up a healthy $37,- 
, 000 for its fifth frame at the 1,775- 

seat Curran. 
Gene Mann 
' sealed to $4.80. 





production was 


| U.S. Ballet (Rockefeller 
: Backed) Making U. S. Bow 


After 4 Years in Europe 


A U. S. ballet troupe with 
foreign sounding name and roster, 
backed by Rockefeller coin and 
incorporated in Albany, is coming 
home to make its American debut 
after four years of exciusive troup- 
ing in Europe. 

Troupe is the Marquis George de 


Cuevas’ Grand Ballet, which will 
open a four-week engagement at 
the Century, N. Y., next Monday 
nient 30). De Cuevas, a Chilean 
nobleman, is an American citizen 
no husband ot John D. Rocke- 
feller’s granddaughter. The Grand 
Ballet was formed in 1946, when 
the Marquis bought out the Grand 


Jallet De Monte Carlo, and com- 
bined it with the remnants of his 
Ballet International. which had a 
brief season in N. Y. in 1944. Its 
leading dancers are all American, 
including Rosella Hightower and 
Marjorie Tallchief ‘both of them 


part Indian), Ana Ricarda, Harriet 
Tob Andre Eglevsky, George 
Skibine, and John Taras, ballet 
ter. Corps de ballet, however, 
ostly European 
The Marquis and Marquesa 
(Margaret Rockefeller) have sunk 
over $2.000.000 into ballet in the 


1944 sea- 
International, 
which did eight weeks that fall 
at the International theatre, N. Y., 
them $800,000, They've spent 
a similar amount on the Grand 
Ballet in the past tour years 

Shubert house 
with the Shu- 


The short 


son of the Ballet 


past 10 years 


cost 


Troupe is in a 
on a Straight rental, 
berts reported not otherwise fi- 
nancially interested. (They’re fi- 
nancialy tied into Les Ballets de 
Paris, now at the: National, N. Y.) 
Repertory of the troupe includes 
about 25 ballets, of which eight 
will be seen here for the first 
time. Gustave Cloez is musical di- 
rector, Emerson Buckley musical 
adviser and William McDermott 
associate conductor. 

Shows in Rehearsal 

Keys: C (Comedy), D (Drama), 
CD (Comedy-Drama’, R (Revue), 
Me(Musical), O (Operetta/ 

“Angel in the Pawnshop” (C)— 
A. B. Farrell & Eddie Dowling, 
prod.; John Larson, dir. 

“Bless You All” (R)—Herman 
Levin & Oliver Smith, prod.; John 
C, Wilson, dir. 

“Blossom Time” (QO) (Road) 
& J. J. Shubert, prod. 

“Golden State” ‘C'—Bella Spe- 
wack, prod.; Samuel Spewack, dir. 

“Let's Make An Opera” ‘(M'— 
Peter Lawrence & Show of the 
Month Club, pred.; Mare Blitzstein, 
dir. 





Lee 


“Pride’s Crossing” (D)—T. Ed- 
ward Hambleton, prod.; Martin 
Manulis, dir. 

“Ring ’Round the Moon” (C) 


—Gilbert Miller, prod.-dir. 


‘Brig’ $21,300, Toronto 
Toronto, Oct. 24. 

On its second week, “Brigadoon” 
racked up a nifty $21,300 at the 
Royal Alexandra here, with the 
1,525-seater scoring $23,300 on its 
first stanza 

At a $3.50 top, current engage- 
ment of “Brigadoon” marks its 
fifth visit here in three seasons, 
with the musical play holding the 
house record in the theatre’s 44- 
year history. 
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Bennett Cerf’s New Column 


Random House prexy Bennett 
Cerf starts a new_ syndicated 
column in This Week which 
services. 28 dailies including 
the N. Y. Herald Tribune and the 
Chicago Tribune. It will be anec- 
dota, titled “Cerf Board,” and 
bowed last Sunday (22). 

Cerf’s newest anthology of 
humor, “Laughter, Inc.” is due via 
Doubleday next month at $1.50. | 
Game firm, via its Garden City re- 
printery, published “Shake Well | 
3efore Using” and “Stop Me If| 
You Heard This One,” originally 
published by Simon & Schuster. | 
Grosset & Dunlap published his 
“Taughing Stock” and “Anything | 
For A Laugh.” None of his humor 
writings has appeared under his 
own RH firm’s imprint. 


50 Years of Best Plays 


Dodd-Mead is bringing out an. 
“Index to the Best Plays Series, 
1899-1950,” covering the half-cen- 
tury of the American theatre, with | 
a foreword by Mrs. Lydia Mantle, | 
widow of the late N. Y. News|} 
drama critic, Burns Mantle. It will | 
be a master index to the 32 Burns | 
Viantle seasonal books of the the- 
atre, and is due for late November 
publication. 








Orchids—and Royalties 

Elizabeth Bragdon, publicist and 
an editor of Bobbs-Merrill, did a 
reverse orchids act after she had 
“unofficially” read Niccolo de 
Quattroecioecchi’s “Love and 
Dishes,” which her firm is pub- 
liching this week. The bistro boni- 
face had asked her, as a favor, to 
‘ook over some of my stuff,” and 
when she again visited El Bor- 
racho, his N. Y. nitery, a week 
later, she summoned the host into 
the coatroom where she said, “I 
have your manuscript all wrapped 
up.” {It was packed in a flower 
box, with some orchids to the 
nitery prop., and tucked within 
wes a publisher’s contract. 

Book is autobigraphical, and | 
Quattrocciocchi is doing a show- 
manship exploitation job on _ it) 
with radio. video and other stunts, 
such as the Sister Kennv Fund 
benefit he is staging at El Bor- 
racho on Nov. 5. At that time 
bistro bonifaces, headwaiters, cap- 
tains, et al., from all the top 
Gotham hostelries and _ niteries, | 
will turn waiters, chefs and bus- 
boys to wait on the socialite cus-| 
tomers. 





Authors Guild Bull Session 

Authors Guild via its Magazine | 
Committee (Maude Parker and| 
Cleveland Amoury) will hold an- 
other of its discussion evenings 
Nov. 6 at the Netherlands Club, 
New York, when editorial spokes- 
men for McCall’s, Cosmopolitan, 
Satevepost and Good Housekeeping 
will face the scriveners, explain 
market conditions, management 


oints of view, pri lici 'writing-craftsmanship produces a 
P price policies and | book about heretofore unrevealed 


so on. 
Guild will put a $1 admission at 


the door for writers attending this |page adventures in her exciting 


bull session. 





2 Unusual Picture Stories 
Two extraordinary picture story 


books st simul-| ine. Happy,” 
ooks have made almost simul | (Holt; $3) a package of continuous 


taneous appearance. Both are the 
exact size of Life magazine and 


one of them, fittingly enough, is | 
} 


called “Life’s Picture History of 
World War II,” authored and pro- 


duced by the editors of Life, and | 


sold to the book trade, via Simon 


& Schuster, at $10 to $12, latter | C0OMS, politicos, murderers, love- 


the deluxe edition. 
The other is “Year,” published 
by Year, Inc. ($6.95), which this 


year produced a special Mid-Cen- | S0Ubriquet, among others, of “the 


tury Edition: 1900-1950,” instead 
of its annual photograph history 
publication. The 50 turbulent years 
are described in 2,000 pictures and 
100,000 words in this pictorial 
news annual. 

“he Life book was blueprinted 
and earried to conclusion by Ar- 
thur B. Tourtellot, who edited 
March of Time’s “Crusade in Eu- 
rope,” the Times-Life-Richard de 
Rochemont-20th Century-Fox film- 
ization of General Eisenhower's 
book. John Dos Passos and Time- 
Life war correspondent Robert 
Sherrod did the text; Francis 
Brennan was picture editor, and a 
fine job they have done all around. 

Both “Year: Mid-Century Edi- 
tion” and “Life’s World War II” 
are library muets. Abel. 


People Named Smith 





| 


‘over the comic-strips. Among fel- 


| Once 


the time, I was much too small, 
for straphanging. The other hand |} 
invariably clutched a book of Bill | 
Nye, which I read to kill miles. | 
Now and again I would come 
across a line or a paragraph that 
would cause me to let loose with 
a hearty yelp of laughter. A few) 
of my fellow sardines would join! 
in for no reason except. that 
laughter is contagious. The rest 
of them thought I was nuts. They 
were probably right, according to 
the standards of today. Laughing 
out loud automatically classifies 
one as a moron. 

So I read H. Allen’s book. And 
I laughed out loud a quantity of 
times. I am a moron. I hope there 
are a lot more morons. I hope they 
all read H. Allen’s book. I like 
laughter. 

I have enjoyed everything H.! 
Allen called Smith ever wrote, | 
but this one especially as it was 
sort of personal. Never have so 
many Smiths owed so much to 
one member of their faculty. 

H. Allen—or to be vulgar, let’s 
just call him Smith—has, taken 
the Smiths out of the conglom-! 
erate, or hash classification, and 
moved them up with the Roast 
Beef Rare, or snooty set. He has 
covered the subject thoroughly. He 
hasn't overlooked a bet. Even the 
writer of this critique gets men- 
tion, and kid, that’s digging. He! 
has traced Smiths all the way from 
thieves to theologians. He com- 
bines Information with Idiocy. He | 
takes the static out of statistics. 
It is easy, pleasant reading. 

Even VARIETY, which is a 
“smith” in its way, it being in a 
class all its own, comes in for men- 
tion. Its editor is given credit for 
being an expert on the derriere 
in a debate on the spelling of 
Prat. 

Smith is not a novelist. This 
isn’t a story. It’s a book. He 
doesn’t tell stories, they just fall 
in and land on their feet and are 
fitting and enjoyable. The man has 
a way with words. A rather de- 


licious way. He dips his pen in a) 


double inkwell of fact and fun 
and lets her go, Gallagher. 

Of late there has been an epi- 
demic of books about the lousiest 


family in town, or reports on why | 


men and women go together, or 
soldiers talking and behaving in 
a highly organic manner, or social 
folk using words they would wash 
their children’s mouths out for 
using. You can have a five foot 
shelf of them. I'll take any 10 
pages, torn at random _§from| 
“People Named Smith.” But it’s! 
not a Random House book—it’s 
Doubleday ($2.50). 

Maybe [I should mention I liked | 
the book. Paul Gerard Smith. 





‘Headline Happy’ Is Just That 

When a “red-haired working- 
press newspaper gal with a de- 
licious sense of humor and a 
double-barreled talent for superb 


laughs-and-thrills behind the front- 


‘recent times. 
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the “mother” of Joan Berry, most | 
recent heroine of Chaplin’s love-| 


‘life, to entrap a phony, is one of | 


the funniest bits of Americana in |; 
Her intimate knowl- 
edge of how the film biz escaped 
enslavement to ex-panderer Willie 
Bioff, and the part Vart&ty played 
in bringing him to book, stems 
from the fact Miss Muir is also a 


' VARIETY muggess alumna. Serk. 





CHATTER 


Herb Shriner is writing a book 
of humor for publication by Simon 
& Schuster. 

Noah Beery, Jr., is writing a 
book about the film careers of his 
father and his Uncle Wallace. 

Frank Kingdon’s new tome, 
“F.D.R. Said,” off the prer-es with 
anecdota on the late Pr-sident. 

Gilbert Milstein, N. Y. Sunday 
Times mag feature writer, doing 
a Broadway roundup for the Dec. 
31 issue. 


Valentina, N. Y. couturier, to do 
her autobiog, “Mink Is for Foot- 
ball” (tentative title), for Random 
House publication. 


Lloyd Shearer has profiled song- 
writer Harry Warren for Collier’s 
Dec. 9, and Ava Gardner in the 
January Red Book. 


Ernest Lehman compiling ‘My 
Greatest Mistake of 1950” from 
notables for a January’ Cos- 
mopolitan article. 

Grace Mayes, wife of Cosmopol- 
itan and Good Housekeeping editor 
Herb Mayes, out of the hosp and 
back at their Stamford (Conn.) 


home. 

Lawyer-writer Louis  Nizer’s 
“most unforgettable character,” as 
part of the series in a forthcoming 


Reader’s Digest, is about Rex 


Beach, 
Joey Faye’s “Curtain Never 
Falls,’ show biz novel, has been 


reprinted by Popular Library in a 

| 25e edition. First printing is 300,- 
000 copies. 

Joey Adams’ recent $3 bestseller, 
“The Curtain Never Falls,” run 
off as a 25¢c pocket edition by 
Popular Library. First printing 
was 300,000 copies. 

Raymond T. Van Ettisch took 
an indefinite leave of absence from 
'the Los Angeles Examiner, where 
he has been managing editor for 
the last 18 years, due to illness. 

Gene Fowler has tave-recorded 
over 1,000,000 words, he says, on 
the Clayton, Jackson & Durante 
saga, for Viking Press, and he is 
taking it back to the Coast this 
weekend to start putting it all in- 
to shape. 

Evelyn Gerstein, who formerly 
operated her own flackery and at | 
one time was associated with Na- 
tional Film Board of Canada and 
United Artists, has joined Duell, 
Sloan and Pearce as assistant to, 
+ president, in charge of promo-, 

ion. 

George A. Hecht, Doubleday | 
veepee and general manager of the 
publishing firm’s 24 book stores, 
celebrates his 25th anni with the 
company this month. He’s also ex-| 
ecutive committee chairman and. 
director of the American Book-| 
sellers Assn. 





career in contemporary journal- 
ism,” that 
trailer is usually a chaser. 
once it fits. 


For | 
by Florabel Muir) 


entertainment and hilarity. 

As newspaper readers are aware, 
Miss Muir is a star-reporter for a. 
|press syndicate, whose current | 


spot news feature stories about | 


' gangsters, Hollywood darlings, ty- 
'nesters and bums take priority 
|low journalists, she has earned the | 


female Damon Runyon.” 

she stopped a_ shotgun 
,slug from a blast that erased a 
| notorious gangster, so quick is her 
|news-finding instinct. Wading 
jthrough puddles of blood from 


suicide starlets or love-killers to, 
| Bet the intimate details is only) 


a part of the occupational thrills 


Three publishers, Rinehart, Com- 
bat Forces Press and Bantam 


| 


“How To Survive an Atomic Bomb” 


distributing the $1.95 edition, 
while Bantam is issuing the 25c 
paper edition. 

Gag writer Hal Block expanding 
his Collier’s mag piece, “My Life | 
Among the Comedians,” into a full- | 
length book for Random House, 
devoting chapters to his multiple. 
comedy-scripting lives with Jack | 
Benny, Milton Berle, Fred Allen, | 
Eddie Cantor, Burns & Allen and | 
Al Jolson. 

Temple Fielding, on European) 
tour to bring up to date “Temple | 
Fielding’s Guide To Europe,” 
gandered Ireland last week. Also | 
in Ireland was Ben Stahl, on com- | 
mission for “Esquire” to paint rep- | 
resentative Irish beauty. Stahl is 
covering 12 European countries | 
and after finishing [Irish stint 
moved to London. 





she offers. Or the laugh-provok- 
ling “secrets” of celebs, male and 
female. Inside stuff on Errol 
| Flynn, Chaplin’s paternity trials 


|or Mary Astor’s diary hold con-| 


| tinuing attention. Even funnier is 


'her own longtime love affair with | 
‘her husband and the reason for. 


|her accidental stranding behind a 
‘eactus while motoring 
| west Texas. 

Altho her formula for staying 
happy and never growing old may 
inot fit all of her readers, they'll 


through ' 


Bill Huie, new editor of Ameri- | 
can Mercury, kicks off his first | 
issue with the November edition | 
since Clendenin J. Ryan bought | 
the monthly from Laurence Spi- 
vak, who is now concentrating on 
television production. Mercury 
will continue to accept advertising, 
a la Coronet, which set a precedent | 
for pocket-size digests by selling 
space. 

Authors Guild annual meeting | 
will be held in New York on Dec. 
11, when elections will be held. 


A book named “People Named all get a sudden jolt of suspense | Nominating Committee has filed 


Smith,” written by an H. Allen 
named Smith, is an OK book, in- 
asmuch as I am named Smith, 
Vartety figured no doubt it could 
get a thoroughly biased opinion. 
Vhen I was a kid, way back 


there, I used to travel the old along with other recent writers, J. Lederer, 


Vilson Avenue “L” in Chi on the 
way to work. I would clutch with 


one hand the back of a seat as, at' the career of Miss Muir. The ac- 1°" 


when she casually drops that tip-off 
‘name of ex-cop Charles Stoker of 


|Los Angeles, now writing an ex- 


‘pose book of big-time gangster 
| secrets, thus putting himself in the 
'gun-sights of the 


| and investigators. 
' Fabulous also are the stories of 


| nominations for seats on the AG 
‘council: Margaret Culkin Banning 
‘and Budd Schulberg, to serve un- 
til 1951; and Betsey’ Barton, 
Jacques Barzun, John Cheever, 


Richard Lockridge, | 
Maude Parker, William Shirer and | 
Grace Zaring Stone, to serve until | 


' writers in the main still cling to the ivory tower concept. 


underworld, | Paul Gallico, Joan Kahn, William | around for 15 minutes as part of his ABC midnight frolic. 


| count of her OWN impersonation as | FFOOOSOOOO4404-4-6-6-666-46-6-66-6-44666-6-646666666666666666 


| SCULLY’S SCRAPBOOK 


By Frank Scully 


Pike’s Peekaboo, Oci. i9. 

Having played everything from the swankest TV shows from coast-to- 
coast to intermissions between wrestling matches in the hove of selling 
some books, I believe I know now what killed vaudeville. The limit of 
human endurance did it. Four-a-day proved to be the killer. But I 
was booked for as many as five personals a day, with the mileage so 
spread out that it would have killed all Parmelee’s horses in the hey= 
day of vaude. I worked as low as basements and as hich as the 42nd 
floor of the old Civic Opera tower on Wacker drive. 

Had I not spent several weeks conditioning this*tired old body on the 
Mojave Desert before storming the peaks and canyons of New York 
and Chicago, I’m afraid I would have failed even more paihetically 
than did Joe Louis in his attempted comeback. I am now recuverating 
in Denver, where it all began, and where one show a day is all that is 
expected of old matinee idols with feet of clay. The guest of Mr. 
and Mrs. George Koehler and Silas Mason Newton, I am breathing 
fresh air for the first time in weeks. 

For a character who has been groaning for years that making him 
move from one chair in the living room to another on the terrace was 
cruelty to mammals, I’ve turned in a series of performances that wovld 
have felled Samson, hair or no hair. Among the metronoli of L.A., 
N.Y., Chi and Denver in one month I averaged two personals a day €or 








| 30 days—and ran one day’s labors up to five, starting at 9:30 a.m. and 


ending the next morning at one. Sandwiched in between was a_four- 
hour cocktail party wherein charm was expected to be released with 
the glamor and force of Niagara Falls. 

The Open Door Policy of Show Biz 

Except to prove that a book can survive and even transcend a few 
bad notices, something which few plays can do, there really was not 
much point in my knocking myself out, shilling on a grand policy the 
way I did. But I’m glad I did what I did. Such a shooting schedule 
was really asking to be known as the most ambitious body in the ceme- 
tery. 

I accepted bookings on a moment’s notice, where a schedule was so 
tight I had to get on and off in two minutes, and others where it was 
so loose I was encouraged to spiel along for an hour. I even got offers 
to star in TV shows of my own. 

But I knew where I was going and stayed with my own blueprint. 
I set out to effect encircling movements around hostile critics, via 
TV and radio. As the noose drew tighter and more of a hostile critic’s 
readers left his side for ours, I left him to die on the vine. 

So effective was this war of words that I ended the tour with a vic- 
tory celebration in the Tavern Club, a most exclusive club within hog- 
calling distance of the Chicago Tribune, where Roy Gibbons, a science 
editor, had given my brainchild its worst beating. Before the cocktail 
party, sponsored by Messrs. Pat Lannan and Arnold Johnson, was 
wrapped up for the night, Mons. Gibbons had hurried over from the 
Trib tower with an olive branch. He offered me space to square the 
rap, and while most authors would have leaped at this, I didn’t. The 
reason back of this reticence was that I believe an author hs his say 
in his book, the critic in his column. Finis. This biz of beefing about 
a bad notice is like appealing from a referee's decision after a fight is 
over. 

Boring From Within 


Since I had moved into the Tribune building and had made TV 
pitches under the very noses of the dissenters, and the booksellers had 
reported a terrific jump in sales, why go back to pitching in a medium 
of communication that had been more or less neutralized? 

Fifteen years ago, when the Scully Circus returned from Europe, Si 
Seadler caused to be printed and circulated a teaser entitled: “Is Frank 
Scully a Myth?” By now, I told Miss Butcher, people were accepting 
me as real but asking ‘‘Are his flying saucers a myth?” 

Those critics who knew I had written ‘Fun In Bed” and had been 
writing more or less regularly for VARIETY ever since, were sure that 
I had written “Behind the Flying Saucers” with my fingers crossed, 
my tongue in my cheek and my eyes rolling upward like Groucho Marx 
on uttering a double entendre. These conclusion-jumpers, however, 
though small in number, reached bookbuyers primarily. My job was 
to separate these shepherds from their sheep. 

Going Up? 

That we were able to do this so well in a month as to move from zero 
in the New York Times best seller list to 13th one week, ninth the next, 
seventh the next and fourth, I hear, coming up, I lay to this new tech- 
nique wherein an author offers his services to the sales force when 
the production phase is finished. 

Most picture stars have accepted this as part of their calling but 
Their job is 


to write. They don’t ask the sales force to do their work. Why should 


sort of book-jacket | Books, have joined to bring out they be asked to do the selling as well as the writing? 


Well, the only reason is that they are in on percentage or partici- 


The book is “Head-! Friday (27). First two houses are, pating deals and if it’s believed they can help the grosses they’ll be 


helping themselves if they turn temporarily from authors to pitchmen, 

If you look on all work as equally dignified in the sight of God, and 
I do, you’re not demeaning yourself to help sell what you believe is 
not basically evil. 

Frankly, I don’t consider myself much of a salesman. Few writers 
are great in both fields. In fact offhand I can think of only one—J. P. 
McEvoy—and he started out as sales manager and poet laureate of 
Volland, the greeting card entrepreneurs. He was the first one to im- 
press on me the slogan, “Don't tell it, sell it.” 

What I had to sell was a reporter’s story of space travelers. Had 
I been at Barcelona when Columbus reported that his hunch that the 
world was round like an egg, not flat like his bankroll, and that he had 
traveled thousands of miles to a new continent and had seen strange 
men of a bronze color whose faces were as smooth as a child’s, I would 
have written it and turned it in to the city desk. Had he gone into 
the field of prophecy and said he could see great cities arising on that 
new continent, using all sorts of inventions, even one which would 
project an image and a man’s speech instantaneously to millions of 
people, I would have reported it. If the report got us both jailed, or 
even burned at the stake as peddlers of witchcraft, would it have been 
the first time in history? 

Add: Thanks For the Memories 

Fortunately nothing like that happened to me as I toured America 
telling the inside story of flying saucers. Au contraire. Doors were 
opened to me everywhere. In Chicago alone I owe bread and butter 
letters to Les Lear, Tommy Bartlett, Bob Cunningham and others for 
putting me on “Welcome Travelers” at the Sherman hotel and their 
TV show, “Hi, Ladies,” in the Trib Tower, to Bob Elson and Miss Terry 
Scanlan for setting me into “Bob Elson on the 20th Century,” to Miss 
Toni Gilman for a spot on “Our Gal Toni,” to Myron Barg who gave 


/me WMOR’s mike for one hour on his show, to Wayne Griffin of ABC 


for letting me shill for literature between wrestling matches, to Mike 
Wallace and Buff Cobb for letting me sound off at midnight on their 
Chez Paree air show, to Bob Murphy and Kay Westfall, who introduced 
me to morning television, pencilled me in for 10 minutes and let me 
talk for 20, to Ernie Simon and his crew, who slipped me into a tight 
schedule of “Simply Simon” and even worked a whole act around flying 
saucers, to Al Morey for a taped interview in his “Five Star Review” 
and finally to Benny Rubin, who had me kick the Saucerian saga 
They made 
my five-day week in Chicago something to remember, and as I've said 
before I never forget because elephants come to me when their mem- 
ories are slipping. By now the country knows that Scully is not a myth, 


| and neither are flying saucers, 


-————- — ~*~ ~-- —-- - en 
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tions*of getting enough pictures | 
Broadway |for the Hall for most of 1991. | Hollywood er ‘ J St , Fj 
i : i y Kramer versio : “ 
John Gilbert, songwriter, in i kn by Bergerac” i Mase Sane fractured a bone | 0 son ory inales 
en Sunday (22) on the on pare a. 0 David Niven in from London for | alten ot Ae 
j nosed cavalier 


Edward Cooper, British actor, | recreated by artist Ben Wolf in a 
sailed for England Thursday (19) | series of paintings now being 


on the Britannic. | shown at the Babcock Galleries. 
Joan Blondell’s period furniture; Goodman Ace picks up his wife, 


and furnishings at public auction, | Jane Ace, visiting relatives in Kan- | 


via Tobias-Fischer this weekend. | cas City, when he returns from 
Al Daff, head of Universal’s for- | Hollywood this weekend. He will 


eign operations, leaves N. Y. for! write his original screenplay for | 


i 


the Coast this weekend for a brief | 
studio visit. t nt 
Joseph Bernhard, former head of houseguesting with Groucho Marx. 


Wald-Krasna Productions (RKO) 





the defunct Film Classics, con- 

valescing from an illness at his - 

New York hotel. Palm Springs 
Alice Frost, of radio’s “Mr. & 


By Dorothy Gray 


Mack Gordon basking in the sun 
-at Bonaire. 


Mrs. North,” up and around fol- 
lowing infection which also resuit- | 
ed in sulphur poisoning. 

Howard Dietz, Metro ad - pub- Mark Stevens and his charming 
licity veepee, returned to the wife at the Dunes. _ ; 
homeoftice Monday (23) after a Bill Holden attracting attention 
week's visit to the studios. at the Racquet Club. 


Eddie Cantor winds up the first Starlite Room of Chi Chi still 


lap of his concert tour tonight | packing them in with Desi Arnaz. | 


(Wed.) in Birmingham, and then; Dave Rose planed out for New 
readies for his third NBC-TV show. | York, prior to sailing for London. 


Jack McInerney, Paramount the-| Eddie Small relaxing in Palm 


atre ad-publicity director, recuper-| Springs after completing “Valen- | 


ating from heart condition at his! tino.” 
home, is expected back in his office Mr. 
next month. house-guesting 
Robert Monroe Productions, Inc., | Zanucks. 
making a video film here titled| Jose Bogeman, representing the 
“Home Town,” to use Yvette Won-| Mayor of Brussels on a good-will 
derling, owner of Le Vouvray, as | tour, at the Racquet Club. 
a cafe operator. Jane Wyman now — ayn 
‘olfe Cohe ' _— |resident. Just purchased a home 
a eee Fa ai | near her friends, Mary Livingstone 
Monday (23) for Mexico City on a and Jack Benny. : . f 
junket which will also take in Cuba|_, William | Wolforth, mayor 0 
and Puerto Rico. Miami, and Charlie Farrell, mayor 
Michel Safra, co-producer of the Of Palm Springs, talking things 
Maurice Chevalier starrer, “Ma Ver at the Chi Chi. 
Pomme,” arrived yesterday (Tues- |, 2he second annual 
day) on the Liberte to set local’ Fashion Fiesta a_ sellout 
; om of the film. | weeks prior to presentation, Oct. 
u.. tia Pinza, ex-Met soprano 29-21, at the Desert Inn. 
and .io’'s daughter, is chairman- eahiiabieais 
ing concert at Hunter College! 
Nov. 10 for benefit ef the Music 
Research Foundation. | 
film 


Jourdon 
Darryl 


Louis 
the 


and Mrs. 
with 


, 


California 


Paris 


French producer Michel By Maxime De Beix 





in the east, rather than continue | 


three | 


film chores. 


Ethel Barrymore on vacation at, when a mobster, Johnny Irish, also 


Santa Barbara. 


Van Heflin returned from his (N. Y.) tap-dancer. 


TV bow in N. Y. 
major abdominal surgery. 
wood Press Photographers’ annual 


| ball. 
Joe E. Brown was grand marshal 


Larry Steers recovering from | right, you marry her,” he said, “but 


| you better make sure you take good 
Art Linkletter emceed the Holly-| Gare of her!” Jolson did, for man, 


of the annual UCLA homecoming | 


parade. 


Richard Walsh in town _ to 


got stuck on the Silver Slipper 
But he gal- 
lantly deferred to the star, “All 


years following their marriage, in 
1928. Miss Keeler had countless 
Warner Bros. filmusical and legit 
opportunities until their divorce. | 
She remarried in 1941. Jolson mar- | 





straighten out IATSE jurisdictional | Tied his present (fourth) wife, Erle 


{ tangles. 

Rudy Mate cited by the Southern 
Film Circle for directing “Union 
Station.” ; 

Dana Andrew’s yacht, Vileehi, 
went on the rocks in a fog near 
San Pedro. 


William Russell returned to 
work at RKO after an_e ap- 
pendectomy. 


tury Artists, joined the William 
Morris Office. 
Leon Gordon, 


ducer desk at. Metro. 


Milo Frank, formerly with Cen- | 


recovering from | 
an operation, returned to his pro-|. 
P |in the Hollywood Bowl, 


Y. Frank Freeman hosting A.T.L. | 


Watkins, secretary of the British 
Board of Film Censors. 

June Allyson crowned “Queen 
of National Flower Week” by the 
| Society of American Florists. 

Jose Ferrer delivered three ad- 
dresses on “Cyrano de Bergerac” 
at UCLA, and LA City College. 

Jane Wyman named “the world’s 


Latin-American Consular Assn. 
Willis Kinnear retired as 
| vertising - publicity manager 


ad- 
for 


| Keeler. 


' technician, in 1945. 


Chennault Galbraith, an X-ray | 
She is related | 


to General Chennault. Jolson had 


|met her in a Hot Springs (Ark.) 
| hospital in 1944 when he was doing 


| professionally 


his usual wartime entertainment. | 
Henrietta Keller and Alma Os- 
borne Carlton, the latter known 
as Ethel Delmar, , 


' were his first two wives. 


Winchell Feud 

His “‘taking care of” Miss Keeler 
resulted in a well publicized row 
with a 
slugfest involving Walter Winchell. 
Jolson didn’t like a film script 
the columnist had written which, 
he thought, reflected on Miss 
It was a longtime Broad- 
way feud and ended with a typical 


| good-fellowship act by Jolson who, 


Franchon & Marco to raise cattle. | 


Bertha Kelly is the 
ager of Bob Taplinger’s 
flackery, succeeding Walter Comp- 
ton. who joined RKO’s publicity 


staff. 
Las Vegas 


By Ken Frogley 


new man- 





Safra in on the Liberte, in con- (33 Blvd. Montparnasse) 
nection with “Ma Pomme,” new | Carousel now reopened. 
Chevalier picture which Discina | 


“Stromboli” gala preem at the 


will distrib in the U. S. Opera a heavy grosser for charities. 


RKO promotion chief Terry Tur- | 


; p ; Mrs. Barney Balaban staying 

ner still convalescing at his Flush- | ited < ) 

ing, L. I., home following his Coast ey while husband planes to Is- 

illness. Will be away from his ray #9 ; 

desk another three or four weeks. | .. Stromboli received Zz gala | 
U's Ben Henry—he’s head ‘of sendoff which netted $5,000 for | 

British sales—to the Coast today charities. 


Ruyda- Ruydas mentioned as a. 


(Wed.) for a week of studio busi- - : : 
possible guest artist for the Paris 


ness, and then a week’s holiday 


either in Palm Springs or Las Opera this season. 
Vegas American Clubwomen lunched | 
Metro studio story head Ken- at the American Embassy while 


neth MacKenna is scheduled to ar- 
rive from the Coast Nov. 1 on an} 
annual visit to see the new Broad- 
way legiters and huddle with pub- 
lishers and writers. 

Harold Boxall, joint managing 
director of London Films; the Mar- 
quise de Cuevas, wife of the ballet 
producer, and filmmaker Irving 
Asher in from Europe Sunday (22) | 
on the Queen Elizabeth. 


here on World Cooperation Tour. 

Roger Callaway and Jorie Remes, 
;two Americans, taking over the 
Champs Elysees nitery, Boite a 
| Sardines. 


{director Robert Rossen whose 
| “King’s Men” currently is on the 
Champs Elysees. 
| Mrs. Gwynne (Bud) Ornstein, 
é | niece of Mary Pickford, to check 
Robert E. Kintner, American| out of the American hospital here 
Broadcasting Co. prexy, named this week after major surgery. 
chairman of the radio division for, Lydie Lore slowly recovering in 
the Travelers Aid Society’s 1950 | her 
fund appeal, which has as its aim| from third degree burns 
$309,000 for maintenance. when a hotel waitress s 
: Robert J. Rubin, former counsel | ing milk on her. 
or Society of Independent Motion! stop filming in Switzerland where 
Picture Producers, has postponed! appearing in a pic. 
his return from the Coast. Leaves | 
by car today (Wed.) and is ex-| 
pected back in about a week. 
Louis Nizer, theatrical attorney | 
and author, named 1950 chairman | 
of the Lawyers Division of the 
Federation of Jewish Philanthro- 
pies of New York. He succeeds 
U.S. Attorney Irving H. Saypol. 
_Lewis Allen, director of Colum- 
bia’s Edward Small production, 
“Valentino.” planed to the Coast 
Saturday (21) following several | 
days of homeoffice confabs to map | 
an ad-pub campaign for the film. 


London 


Helene Robert 
weeks at the Berkeley Hotel. 


who built the Curzon cinema in 
1934, joined board of John Woolf’s 
Independent Film Distributors. 


chalked up the record of being 
the first pic to play a second week 
at the Essoldo, Brighton. 

Mrs. Sam Eckman, wife of the 


Leonard L. Levinson, prez of | Metro topper, switched on a new) 
Impossible Pictures. now writing front house sign at Empire, 
teevee shows for CBS in New|] Leicester Square, last week. 
et plans producing “eo City Belita due in London next month 
getty victure which. he sayS|to start rehearsals on “Babes in 
ae A. , call “Impellitteri & The] the Wood,” to be presented on 

irales a ‘ice at the Earl’s Court arena 

Author Erich Maria Remarque, , Christmas. 

Swedish actress Maria Eberharth Carroll Levis has closed deal 
and composer-pianist Jacques de 


, with the BBC to do new series of 
| his discoveries program. Show is 
|for minimum of 18 weeks, with 
first one early next year. 

Cameraman Freddie Ford planed 


Menasce arrived from  Enrope 
yesterday (Tuesday) on the Liberte. 

Noel Meadow, publicist and film 
importer, named national special 
events and exploitation director 
for the Will Rogers Memorial Hos- 
pital Fund Campaign. His associa- | 
tion with the drive will be on a 
Voluntary basis. 


search photography on “Sirocco,” 
which will be lensed in Hollywood 
by Santana Productions, 
Humphrey. Bogart starred. 


Columbia cocktailing producer- | 


Queen Elizabeth apartment} finish fight in Las Vegas. 


doing a four) 


The Marquis de Casa Maury, 


“All Quiet on Western Front” | 


, to Cairo and Damascus to do re-| 


with 


Doris Dowling, who appears in 
the Italian-made “Bitter Rice.” 
planed to the Coast last week to 
Visit her mother and sister 
Stance. Actress plans to 
to Italy next spring to produce a 
film on her own. 

R. V. Downing, N. Y. Music Hall 
veepee in charge of operations, 
back froam Coast yesterday (Tues.) 
after week looking over new prod- 


Con- 
return | 


Guy Rolfe 
Beatty in Stanley French’s 
“Chuckeyhead Story” by Paul 


Vingent Carroll, which was _ tried 
out at Bournemouth and is due in 
the West End next month. 

| Rex Ramer, who returned to 
London last Thursday (19) after 
over two vears touring Australia 
and New Zealand, starts a three- 
week engagement in Nat Karson’s 


replaced Robert | 


'to be followed by Dick Contino. 

Ex-pug Mickey Walker acquir- 
ing a Las Vegas tan on vacation. 

Kay Starr doing good biz at 
Thunderbird in second Las Vegas 
appearance. 

Lena Horne opened big at the 
Flamingo, with tables at premium 
for first three days. 

Ben Goffstein, second 
mand at Flamingo, 
cation in Southern California. 

Pat O’Brien at Wilbur Clark’s 
Desert Inn and whooping it up for 
old Notre Dame as large part of 
his act. 
| Herb McDonald, publicity direc- 
tor and talent scout at El Rancho 
| Vegas, upped to assistant man- 
| ager’s posi. 
| Downtown 
|gether to 


in com- 
back from va- 


casinos banded to- 
stage “block parties” 
weekly on the main stem in com- 
_ petition with resort hotels on coun- 
ty strip. Free beer was lure at 
|opening affair. 

| Jack Kearns in town trying to 
set a heavyweight championship 
Cham- 


3 suffered! per of Commerce gave its blessing, 
pilled boil-| and Kearns tying up new Las} 


She was forced to | Vegas Park racetrack facilities for | book. His “Sonny Boy” 


| alltime 


| bout. Nevada is only state where 
fights to a finish are legal. 








| Washington 


By Florence S. Lowe 


Capitol producer Alan Zee, feted 
at a party over weekend during 
her p.a. as chantoosey with Ralph 
| Flanagan orch. 

Paul H. Gore-Booth, director- 
| general of the British information 
| Services, is hosting a screening of 
{new British government 

Thursday night. 

Nathan Colwell, head of radio 
and TV for Treasury's Savings Di- 
vision, currently in Hollywood re- 
cruiting talent for Government’s 
Guest Star radio series. 

Gertrude Lawrence heading a 
| delegation of Theatre Wingers Fri- 
day (27) to dedicate a plaque on 
| the old Belasco theatre, location of 
wartime Stage Door Canteen. 
| Joe Elman, son of violinist 
Mischa Elman, making his debut in 


shorts 


‘| show biz next week via lead role 


| in the George Washington Players’ 


“Street Scene.” 


ae. 


Chicago 


(of G. W. University) preduction of | 


Coast | 


Bert Wheeler at El Rancho Vegas | a : ie 
,all specialists in one field or an- 


| thing I ever saw.” 


most outstanding actress” by the | When hearing that the columnist 


had been suffering from a nervous | 
itch, sent over a jar of “my famous 
Jolson salve.” The star had a bet- 
ter than rudimentary knowledge 
of medicine and medications—part 
of his general hypochondria—and 
a running gag thereafter was that | 
“Jolson’s salve was good for any- | 
thing from flea-bites to making) 
sandwiches.” His homes in Holly- | 
wood and Palm Springs were re- 
plete with nostrums and private 
cure-alls and nothing would do but 
that friends see Jolson’s doctors— 


} 


other, and all the “best.” 


Jolson’s professional 
prolifically recorded throughout 
the annals of VARIETY. His career 
virtually parallels the 45 years of 
this paper’s existence. VARIETY vet 
Jess Freeman recalls how his 
brother, Charlie Freeman, now 
chief booker for the Interstate Cir- 
cuit (Dallas), came back, after 
catching Lew Dockstadter’s Min- 
strels, with a rave “for some new 
guy called Jolson; the greatest 
And that’s how 


career is 


| Arthur Klein, then an agent and 
/now producer of “Tickets Please” 


| 
| 


on Broadway, first latched onto Jol- 


| son as a Client. 


The many shows, pix (silents and 


\talkers), and radio programs in 


| biz cavalcade. 


which Jolson appeared are a show ! 
His virility and box- | 


| office potency in each progressively | 


new medium imparted the impres- 
sion that Jolson was indestructible. | 


'He was a human dynamo of singu-. 


lar vigor and proportions. 


Jolsoniana could comprise a 


was an 


record bestseller. His 


| famous Sunday nights at the Win- 
‘ter Garden made Broadway histo- 


| ry. 
|and single-handedly making 


His canniness in picking sengs 


them 


| hits is Tin Pan Alley lore. George 


| 


Hope Zee, daughter of New York | Gershwin 


and Irving Caesar's 
“Swanee” had long since “died” 
until Buddy de Sylva introduced 
Gershwin to Jolson, and he made 


| it a hit. 








| Al Butler in town ahead of 
“South Pacific.” 
| “Angel In The Pawnshop” | 


preems at the Selwyn Nov. 2. 
Ziegfeld theatre is set to open 
Nov. 
| Musical College. 
T. S. Eliot, who authored “The 
Cocktail Party,” and _ novelist 
Julian Huxley in Chi as visiting 


uct. He went out with expecta-,new Empire stageshow next week.| profs at the Univ. of Chicago. 


. 





15 under aegis of Chicago) 


, cavalcade. 
| Lew Dockstadter’s Minstrels, his , ural for the Jolie talents. 


| fall of 1930, at $20,000 a 


Jolson set records in stage show 
appearances from coast to coast. 
At $15,000 a week, plus percent- 
age, at the Metropolitan theatre. 
Los Angeles, he grossed $57,286 
and still left a $20,000 net profit 
for the management. His weck's 
stand at the Capitol, N. Y., in the 
week, 
plus percentage, set another Broad- 
way mark. for picture’ house 
salaries. 

Crosby and Jolson two years ago 
waxed one of Decca’s top selling 
platters, Irving Berlin’s ‘‘Alexan- 
der’s Ragtime Band,” which sold 
over 1,000,000. Jolson’s sound- 
tracking of “Jolson Story” initially 
cued Decca’s packaging of an 
album, “Al Jolson and The Songs | 
He Made Famous,” which rocketed 
to a 1,200,000 sales figure. An 


| stride 


| had 





first Broadway plays were “Bow 
Sings” and “La Belle Paree,” both 
for the Shuberts, who thereafter 
managed most of his shows in 
which he had a large profit-sharing 
participation. These included 
“Honeymoon Express,” “Dancing 
Around,” “Robinson Crusoe, Jr.,” 
“Sinbad,” “Vera Violetta,” “Big 
Boy,” “The Whirl of Society,” 
“Revue of Reviews” and “Bombo.” 


Jolson’s 59th St. Theatre—(now 
the Century) signalized his im- 
mortality with the “Bombo” en- 
gagement. 

Despite this b.o. socko, theré 
came a period in the early 1940s 
when Jolson couldn’t get himself 
booked at a benefit. Such were 
the vagaries of the industry that, 
somehow, he did get a benefit date 
as a showcase to Hollywood. 
Booked in the murderous finale 


‘spot at a Hillcrest Country Club 


shindig, and following a wealth of 
Hollywood talent that was .. whos 
who of films, radio and stage, Jol- 
son figured to play to the exit 
march. Despite the lost-midnigit 
hour and the surfeit of super-enter- 
tainment, when Jolson went into 
it was the Winter Garden 
days all over again—‘“you ain't 
heard nothin’ yet!” He could still 
be on. 


Thus Hollywood re-“discovered” 
Jolson. It became a challenge to 
prexy Harry Cohn of Columbia and 
columnist Sidney Skolsky, who had 
long nursed “The Jolson Story” as 
a film saga. The rest is history. 





Vets Honor Jolson 


Washington, Oct. 24. 

For his work in behalf of enter- 
taining Allied troops in Korea and 
during World War II, Al Jolson 
been voted a special distin- 
guished service medal by the 
American Veterans Assn. 

AMVET officials recently wrote 


‘Jolson a letter asking him to say 
, whether he preferred receiving the 


accolade in Washington or Califor- 
nia. Headed by Harold Russell, the 
organization may now award the 
medal posthumously. 





Jolson in Polaroid To 


Have Been Another ‘1st’ 


Death of Al Jolson yesterday 
(Tuesday) morning brought to 
light negotiations he had been in 
to appear in the first three-dimen- 
sional film in the new Polaroid 
process. Pic is being sponsored by 
a group of exhibitors, who felt it 
would be appropriate for the man 
who starred in the first sound- 
film to appear in another first thdt 
they hoped would be equally signi- 
ficant in the entertainment field. 


Film is “The Customer Is Al- 


‘ways Right,” which Lester Cowan 


plans producing for Cinema Pro- 
ductions, Inc., a syndicate of about 
15 top theatremen from various 
sections of the country. One of 
them is M. A. Lightman, of Mem- 
phis, who initiated the negotiations 
with Jolson while on the Coast a 
couple of months ago. He was to 
be one of about 10 stars who have 
been lined up for the pic. Its for- 
mat is a digest of the best in enter- 
tainment in various fields—films, 
legit, TV, vaude, etc. 

The picture will be shot in its 
entirety in New York, starting 
about Nov. 15, according to Cowan. 





Jolson’s When & If 
TV Contract With CBS 


With practically the whole rostet 
of top comedy stars (Eddie Cantor, 
Burns & Allen, Jimmy Durante, 
Fred Allen, Jack Benny, Bob Hope, 
et al) succumbing to the TV lure, 
it was generally anticipated in the 
trade that Al Jolson would have 
given the video nod in the coming 
months ahead. 

As practically the lone major 
holdout, Jolson had resisted all 
bids to embrace the medium, 
despite a contractual commitment 
with Bill Paley to “go CBS—if and 
when” he yielded to the blandisi- 
ments. (Paley’s deal with Jolie, 
signed last season and covering 4 


eight-sided set, the albunrequalied | aa Sag 20g aged fenee 
number radio s, with 


nearly 5,060,000 individual platters | ; ; yee he 
by an individual artist to be sold| the singer-comic circuiting | the 


within a few years. “The Anniver- ™ajor Coast-originating AM attrac- 


sary Song,” from the Columbia pic, | tions last year at frequent inter 

also hit the 1,000,000 mark. Jolson’s Vals.) . 
subsequent “Souvenir Album” for Just as Jolson bounced back inlo 
Decca sold 500,000. _\ the pix and radio (“Kraft Music 
His shows are another Broadway | Hall”) limelight, it was generally 
After two years with conceded that TV would be a nat- 





wee 
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OBITUARIES 


AL JOLSON | 


\1 Jolson, 64, succumbed to a 
heart attack Monday night (23) in 
his hotel suite in San Francisco. 
He had recently returned from Ko- 
rea, Where he did an arduous) 
--hedule of entertainments for the 
troops there. 

Funeral services will be held 
tomorrow (Thurs.) noon at Temple 
israel, Hollywood, with Rabbi Max 
Nt ussbaum conducting the rites, as- 

isted by Cantor Saul Silverman. 
int erment will be at Forest Lawn 
Ccmetery in Los Angeles. 


Details on Pages 1 and 2. | 





EDNA ST. VINCENT MILLAY 


Edna St: Vincent Millay, 58, 
Pulitzer prize-winning poetess, was 
found dead, presumably after suf- | 
fering a heart attack, at her home 
in Austerlitz, N. Y., Oct. 19. 

Born in Maine, Miss Millay set- 
tiled down in the writers’ colony 


of N. Y.’s Greenwich Village and) 
before hitting her stride with | 
poetry, had done a couple of thesp- 


ing stints with the original Pro- 
vincetown Players in their con- 
verted stable-theatre in the Village. 
ilowever, intimates claim, her fiing 
t histrionics was more as a means 
to an end rather than a desire for 
a stage career. When her poetry 
began to bring dividends she cam- 
phored her makeup box and gave 
acting the brush. 

Her only other contact with the 
theatre came in 1923, when she 
was commissioned by the Metopera 
to write the libretto for an opera 








| died in New York Oct. 23. He was 


| ing. 
'died in New York Oct. 17. After | homeoffice attorney. 





VARIETY | 63 
THIS WEEK’S FOOTBALL 


By MARTY GLICKMAN 


(WMGM, N. Y., and Paramount Newsreel Sports Commentator) 








a former head of the Theatre 
a ai Chamber of Commerce in 


Surviving are his wife, Goldie; 


and three sons, Lee, Mike and Irv- 
Latter is Columbia Pictures’ 
































working as a reporter on several : ; : 4" 
N. Y. dailies, he became publicity THOMAS T. LYONS , COLLEGE a . 
director for the J. Walter Thomp-| Thomas T. Lyons, 51, head of | GAMES SELECTION POINTS 
son ad agency in 1940. the print shipping department of Army-Columbia ............. ......... Army eae eo -4ys'% 28 
In 1942 he sold an original,| Warner Bros. homeoffice, died in Best the Lion can. hope for is to score. 
“Two-Faced Quilligan” to 20th-|New York Oct. 22. An industry Boston College-Georgia ve “SRS eee 
Fox and later went to Hollywood! pioneer, he was associated with This game was booked when BC was a power. 
as a anen were for _ | Boston University-Syracuse....... ee Re ee 14 
| pany. - wrote for other aaa > 5 ‘owing 
studied. He returned to New York The unveiling of the oneiees Kine Coen ne Serene 13 
last year and oa Bh egg a freelance Monument erected to the Red Raiders have greater speed and finesse. 
ig nd nt oe nd Memory of the late Cornell-Princeton ... . Princeton 7 
Pion tg 7 oe 8 HYMIE GOLDSTEIN Upset! Cornell has been sluggish all season though undefeated. 
WILL TAKE PLACE AT Dartmouth-Harvard ; Dartmouth eine om 
c c ti “3 é I t 
HM. WILLARD GRAY [Mount Lebanon Cemetery san prantianth can setup to Be shaken Up fhe winters 6 
H. Willard Gray, 82, founder and Glendale, L. I. Dons one of the best PLIEAA.. nts on the Coast. 
president of H. W. Gray Co., music on the grounds of Holy Cross-Yale... ‘ "aaah wee 14 
| pommel died Oct. 22 in Old’ FORDER OF LIONS, Block 102 Herman Hickman doing wonders at New Haven. 
yo tye ng 7,9 Sunday, Ocitcber 29th, 19509 Maryland-Duke . - Duke -seeeee 4 
oa KF ——— eS Ys at 12:30 o'clock ; Maryland blows hot and ‘cold, Duke more reliable. 
N. Y. office of the British firm of |B if. inclement weather the unveiling Navy-Pennsylvania . Pennsyivania ........... 7% 
tat: will take place the following Sunday. § Great ball game! Penn has better backs. 
Novello & Co. In 1906, he bought ‘ 6 
the branch and set up his own LEONARD M. STONE Penn State-Temple...... Penn State .....scccces: 
firm. He published choral and & Strictly a tossup. Both clubs below par. 
organ music, and also the first | First National and later Warners Pg a re eee res 14 
opera by an American composer to/ for the last 30 years. Miami under Andy Gustafson bulldi nga national re p. 
be produced by the Metropolitan| Wife and three-year-old daugh- Virginia-West Virginia . Virg-nia ... 
Opera Co., Frederick S. Converse’s ter survive. Traditional battle but Virginia has beaten better teams. ‘a 
“The Pipe of Desire,’ published in | Alabama-Mississippi State .............: Aiabama ate ese ae 
1907 and produced in 1910. HERMAN LEVINE Red Tide just. one year away. 
Survived by four sons and a Herman Levine, 60, former Arkansas-Vanderbilt Pe : Arkansas ..... peesewne 7 
daughter. -vaude performer and talent agent, Upset! Razorbacks getting better. 
| | died in Brooklyn, Oct. 17. He had | Auburn-Tulane oS rere ery ire 28 
RALPH HILL appeared in vaude for many years Breather for Green Wave. 
Ralph Hill, 51, music critic and in an act called ‘Foolish House,” Texas A&M-Baylor ................... fo, 3. ee eee 7 
former music editor of Radio| which played the U. S., South Aggies came through with big win against TCU last week. 
Times of the British Broadcasting America and Europe. Wake Forest-Clemson... .. Wake Forest cn 
Corp., died in London, Oct. 19. A sister survives. Game of the south! Battle for Southern Conference title. 
For the past two years he had | ‘ Kentucky-Georgia Tech ................ Kentucky eer ree 
JAC OB J. MELTZ ee Babe Parilli continues to lead unbeaten Wildcats. 
Jacob J. Meltz, 64, former radio Texas Christian-Mississippi.. .. .\..Texas Christian......... 13 


AL JOLSON 


As an entertainer, he was the world’s greatest... 


As a citizen, he gave of hit 


nself generously... 


He lives on in the hearts of his friends... 


For the Officers and Directors 





composed by Deems Taylor, which 
eventuated as “The King’s Hench- 
man,” and produced at the Opera 
House in 1927, 

Miss Millay married Eugen Jan 





Boissevain, an importer, in 1923. 
He died in 1949. 
FRANK G. KIRBY 


Frank G. Kirby, 81, one-time as- 
sociate of Thomas A. Edison and 
pioneer cameraman, died at Pough- 
keepsie, N. Y., Oct. 22. 
credited with developing several 
movie techniques, including the 
fadeout and double-exposure. At 
time of death he was working on 
an improved television lense. 


A founder of the International | 


Photographers Union, Kirby ac- 
companied Admiral Richard E. 


Byrd on the latter’s 1926 Arctic ex- | 


pedition. He had been active as 
a cameraman until 1936, when he 
ha associated with Fox Movietone 
SNEWS, 


Survived by son and two broth- | 
ers. 
| “The 
, children survive. 





WINONA SHANNON 

Mrs. Albert G. Andrews, 76, a 
former actress who had _ been | 
known as Winona Shannon, died | 
in New York Oct. 17. She had, 
retired from the stage some yours | 
ago after her marriage to Andrews, | 
an actor, who survives. She was a| 
Sister of Effie Shannon, stage | 
actress. 

After making her debut as a) 
child, she leter appeared with her | 
sister, Effie, and the latter’s hus- | 
band, the late Herbert Kelcev, in 
a number of their productions at 
the turn of the century. 

She later appeared on Broadway 
in “The Bat.” “Moth in the Flame” 
and “Butterfly on the Wheel.” 


HERBERT CLYDE LEWIS 
Herbert Clyde Lewis, 41, former 
ucWspaperman and screen writer, 





| making his bow 


sight. 


Milton R. Rackmil, Pres. 


Decca Records, Inc. 


, been music critic of the London 


Daily Express. Among the books 
he had written on musical sub- 
jects were two studies of Brahms 
and “Music of Our Times,” pub- 
lished in London in 1945. 





GORDON WILES 
Gordon «Wiles, 46, motion pic- 
ture director, 
Angeles after a long illness. 
In his 21 years in the film in- 


He was e@ustry Wiles functioned as an art, 
production designer 


director. a 
and, since 1947, as a full director, 
in that capacity 


on the King Bros. production, 


IN MEMORIAM 


In Loving Memory of Our Brother 


SAMUEL LIEBERT 


COMEDIAN 
Died Oct. 24, 1945 
AT REST 


Gangster.” 





CAROLYN FEID 


Mrs. Carolyn R. Dunlap, 35, pia- | 


nist and organist and wife of Ken- 
neth J. Dunlap, died Oct. 22 in 


Elizabeth, N. J. She was known | 


| professionally as Carolyn Feid. 
Survived by husband, parents 
and two sisters. 





GIUSEPPE BORGATTI 
Giuseppe Borgatti, 
tenor considered one of Italy’s 
bestknown interpreters of Wagne- 


rian roles, died in Milan Oct. 18. | 


He had been in retirement for 
the last 30 years, due to loss of 





Ss. A. MOROSS 
S. A. Moross, long an exhibitor 
in the N. Y. metropolitan area, 


died Oct. 17 in Los | 


' scenic designer, who did sets fer 
| “Season in the Sun.” 


| Brooklyn, N. Y., Oct. 17. Father is | 


commentator and executive direc- 
tor of the Mount Sinai hospital, 
died Oct. 19 in Los Angeles after 
a long illness. 


Ole Miss having a 1 long hard year. 
North Carolina-William & Mary .. North Carolina.......... 7 
Watch out! A traditional clash! 





At one time he was announcer MER 5 Sih eee oe ok eee Texas (eee = 
for the American Jewish Broad- Longhorns rate among top five in the country, 
casting Co. Illinois-Indiana ........................ co eer er ere 14 
Johnny Karras leads the way for the Ilini. 
RAYMOND DE RAVENNE | Smee I ain sid os ens aden sias mee BEROe .....scsecens 7 
Raymond de Ravenne, 46, Buckeyes have tremendous depth and power. 
character actor, died Oct. 14 it Towa State-Oklahoma........ .......... Oklahoma re 
Hollywood, following a heart at- Sooners should wind up ‘undefeated again this year. 
tack. Kansas-Nebraska Py ren ee 6 
He was stricken while on his Toughest game ‘to ‘pick this week! 
way to the Metro studio for a Minnesota-Michigan Michigan —e 


role in “The Great Caruso.” Again they’re talking | of Bierman’s last year at Minnesota. 
Michigan State-Notre Dame.... . Michigan State.......... 13 


First pick against the Irish in three years. 





Anne Quint Schwalberg, 45, wife 








of A. W. Schwalberg, president of Oklahoma A&M-Missouri....... ....... Missouri ao 
ph geen lg mle pe gg tome Missouri Tigers headed for a big 2nd half season. 
Monday (23) after 4 long Vienee. seni 9" ong coed Pe era . . Wisconsin aes 
Mrs. Schwalberg is survived by a a wane or bo isconsin ~ —" deception. , 
} : gl ade oon _ . aA re er Sore oe . Purdue RAPE Pore er 
io ch uaa in addition to | Uclans reached peak in Stanford upset last Saturday. 
° ; fe poe Mary’s.... . California 20 
Capt. Dennis Hartigan, 57, for | nly over-confidence can beat Cal between here and the Rose Bowl. 
emer’ chief inanectar’ of theatres Idaho-Washington State........ ....... Washington State........ 19 
‘and film and radio studios for Idaho outclassed in Conference game. 
the Los Angeles Fire Department,| Southern Cal-Oregon........ ..... Southern Cal ........... 14 
died of a heart attack Oct. 15 at Trojans try to save face after Navy mauled them, 
his home in Hollywood. | Stanford-Washington ............. Washingion 7 
Sites ia — ; ‘| Game of the day on the Coast. Washington 2d only to ‘California. 
erbert Kern, 51, chief organist | PROFESSIONAL 
for Fox West Coast Theatres over wy, Giants-Chicago Cardinals errr 


a period of 18 years, died Oct. 14 


in Long Beach, Cal. Steve Owen’s gang showed the skeptics last Sunday against Cleveland. 





UN. Y. Yanks-Chicago Bears...._........... ee re q 
Walter Kenny, who had been | Yanks don’t have the defense to stop the Bears. 
doorman and ticket taker at Town Baltimore-San Francisco ...... ....... San Francisco .......... 21 
Hall, N. Y., for past 30 years, died Colts just playing out the schedule. 
in Paulsboro. N. J.. Oct. 20. Detroit-Los Angeles ........ vex Se EOD. .csdcocece BB 
Or PE Rams going to be tough to beat from here on. 
Wife of Nat Barger, midwest Pittsburgh-Cleveland eee ree 10 
theatre operator, died in Chicago, Steelers’ offense can’t “match the Browns. 
Oct. 17. Washington-Philadelphia .............. Philadelphia Hssenss We 


All the Eagles are ‘healthy and flying high again. 
SEASON’S RECORD 
Won, 99; Lost, 47; Ties, 5; Pct., .678 
(Ties Don’t Count) 


+ 
W* a 





Mother, 56, 
television producer, 
in Hollywood. 


BIRTHS ‘eae RKO publicist. 


Mr. and Mrs. Boris Aronson, son, film actor. 
New York. Oct. 19. Father is a|_ Mr. and Mrs. Stanley Adams, son 
Hollywood, Oct. 16. Father is a 
| radio writer. 

Mr. and Mrs. Bernie Seligman, 
son, New York, Oct. 25. Father 
is in the video dept. of the William 


of Gifford Phillips, 
died Oct. 16 


















Father is a | | 


Video ‘Face’ Lift 


Continued from page 1 == 





Mr. and Mrs. Nat V. Donato, son, | sue for hefty damages if the Shar- 


key action is successful. 

Sharkey based his suit against 
NBC and the sponsor on two 
‘counts. Firstly, the ex-champ com- 
plained that clips of himself in 
action were shown in the pic film 


sales manager of C. P. MacGregor | 
| Transcriptions, radio packager. | Morris Agency. 

Mr. and Mrs. Jerry Marshall, Mr. and Mrs. Mel Tolkin, son, 
son, New York, Oct. 19. Father is New York, Oct. 17. Father is a 
member of the vaude-nitery com- scripter on Sid Caesar’s NBC-TV 





Wife and two | 


79, operatic | | 


edy team of Marshall and Allen. “Your Show of Shows.” 
Mr. and Mrs. James Evans, son, 
Chicago, Oct. 12. Father is a legit 





MARRIAGES 


actor; mother was formerly with : ; s 
Mutual talent agency, Chi. Lisette Vera to Pierre Nieto, 
Mr. and Mrs. George Youngling, Hollywood, Oct. 15, Bride is an | 


actress. 

Patrice Wymore to Errol Flynn, 
Nice, Oct. 23. Bride is an actress: 
he’s the film star. 

Gloria Saunders to Tommy 
Thompson, Hollywood, Oct. 22. 


daughter, Pittsburgh, Oct. 16. 
| Father’s KDKA staff musician and 
| arranger; mother’s Faye Parker, 
radio singer. 

Mr. and Mrs. Frank A. Orban, 
Jr., daughter, Somerset, Pa., Oct. 
| 10. Father is Hooversville, Pa., 
fey and Somerset County dis- 
trict attorney. 

Mr. and Mrs. Frank Goss, 
daughter, Santa Monica, Oct. 14. 
Father is a CBS newscaster. 

Mr. and Mrs. Nate Slott, daugh- 
ter, Hollywoo@> Oct. 17. Mother 
is the former Una Mortished, ac- 
' tress; father is an assistant director 


manager at KECA-TV. 

Diana Barrymore to Robert W. 
Wilcox, Newark, N. J., Oct. i7. 
Bride is actress-daughter of the 
late John Barrymore. 

Helen Norma Rosen to Dr 
Joseph Louis Yellin, New York, 
Oct. 19. Bride is daughter of Sam- 
uel Rosen, who with her uncle, Si 


,at RKO. Fabian, heads the Fabian circuit. 
! Mr. and Mrs. Don _ Dillaway, Constance Herbert to Jock Chan- 
daughter, Hollywood Oct. 18. cellor, Chienzo, Oct. 14. He’s a Chi 


Mother is the tormer Vivian Nus- NBC news writer. 


She’s a television actress; he’s floor 


series on four different occasions 
without his authorization. Second- 
|ly, Sharkey is demanding damages 
for the use of his pictures in news- 
paper spreads’ advertising the 
‘showing of the films on TV. 

NBC is basing its defense on the 
fact that it has legitimate title to 
the series of pix with the con- 
comitant right of showing the fight- 
ers in it and advertising them as 
well. Video programmers contend 
they are following the standard 
practice in the fiim industry in the 
exploitation of reissues in which 
the actors have assigned their 
rights to the producers. Whichever 
way the federal court decision goes, 
it’s certain the problem will be 
brought before the Supreme Court 
for a definitive ruling. 

Lee V. Exsiman, of Soring & 
iEasiman, is legal rep for Siarkey. 
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Wednesday, October 25, 1950 








Recording Exclusively for 


DECCA 





Transcribing for 


WORLD BROADCASTING 


Concert Management: 


N.C.A.C, 














Currently— 


© HOTEL PIERRE, New York 


(Return. Engagement) 


© STRAND THEATRE, New York 


(Return Engagement) 
November 17th 


© PALMER HOUSE, Chicago 


Opening—January 25th 


* Regular Guest Appearances ° 
Vv 
Ed Sullivan’s 


“TOAST OF THE TOWN” 
Vv 


Paul Whiteman’s 


“GOODYEAR SHOW” 
Vv 


THE VOICE OF FIRESTONE 


* * * Starring in * * * 


“THE CHOCOLATE SOLDIER” 


on “Musical Comedy Time” 


October 30th 
NBC-TV 














BENTELL 


METROPOLITAN OPERA STAR 


Exclusive Personal Representative 


ach Bertell 


745 Fifth Avenue Plaza 9-5260 


New York 22, N. Y. 
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